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PREFACE 


BY THE 


TRANSLATOR. 


E Tranflator of the prefent work 
is fenfible that he could not have 
taken a more difadvantageous, or more un- 
grateful ftation in the literary world. No 
merit in the tranflation of living languages, 
‘ean flatter the perfon who undertakes it, 
with the hopes of obtaining an adequate 
recompence for his labours, either in point 
of intereft, or ambition ; yet the utility of 
his occupation is univerfally admitted, and 
they who are acquainted with the two 
languages, muft acknowledge, becaufe 
they know, the difficulties he has to fur- 
mount, to render a tranflation tolerable. 
az To 
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To the decifion of fuch judges, the 
"Franflator fubmits a work, he was induc- 
ed to attempt, from motives of utility, 
and with the view of refcuing an author 
of great merit, and authenticity, from 
fuch treatment as he had reafon to appre- 
hend from the multitude of inaccurate and 
mutilated tranflations from the French, 
with which the Englith prefs is daily teem- 
ing., Every Raynal has not the good for- 
tune to fall into the hands of a Fufamond. 
He will only add, on the fubjeé of tranf- 
Jation, that it were to be withed, for the 
facility of that literary commerce which 
is increafing rapidly between the two firft 
nations in Europe, tam Marti, quam Mer- 
curio, that a Dictionary might be formed 
of all the fynorimous terms in Arts, Sci- 
ences, Natural Hiftory, &c. in the two 
languages, the prefent Dictionaries being 
fo completely inadequate to the purpofes 
of tranflation, in any of thofe branches, 
The extenfive and minute knowledge of 
the Baron de Tott, whilft it aftonithes the 
reader, in the courfe of thefe Memoirs, 

will 
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will evince the utility, and, the Tranfla- 
tor fears, the neceflity of this remark. Ir 
ig certain, however, that in works enfirely 
devoted to arts and {ciences, the-very bet 
Tranflator, without fuch aid, will find 
himfelf involved in infurmountable diffi- 
culties, which muft neceffarily lead to ob- 
feurity and confufion. The difufe of La. 
tin in the prefent age, as the medium of 
{cientific communication throughout Eu- 
rope, renders fuch a Dittionary particu- 

larly neceffary for the two rival nations. 
With refpect to the original work, the 
‘Tranflator thinks he may venture to pro- 
nounce, with fome degree of confidence, 
that thefe Memoirs will be at all times juftly 
held in eftimation ; that they will furnifh 
entertainment and inftruétion for the man 
of the world, and matter of profound me- 
itation for the philofopher and politician. 
Did they ftand in need of any other recom- 
mendation than their own intrinfic merit, 
the illuftrious names of a Chosfeul anda 
Vergennes, ftand as an unqueftionble 
pledge of the abilities and reputation of the 
a3 ingenious 
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ingenious and diftinguifhed author, whilft 
the importance and varied objects of his fe- 
veral miffions, render all his remarks pe- 
culiarly interefting. 

A public ftation at the Ottoman Porte, 
and amongft the Tartars, under fuch Mi- 
nifters of agrcat, as well as the moft fa 
voured nation in that part of the world; a 
nation at all times celebrated too for its 
difcernment and choice of able civil of- 
ficers and negociators ; a moft cultivated 
underftanding and comprehenfive know- 
Jedge,—a thorough acquaintance with the 
language and manners of the Turkith em- 
pire, for three and twenty years, the pe- 
culiar circumftances of the times wherein 
his abilities were called into exertion, the 
Aubfequent, and future probable events, 
which bid fair, perhaps in our days, to 
unhinge the whole fyftem of European 
politics: thefe are ftrong, unequivocal re- 
commendations, which fall to the lot of 
but few authors. 

Ricanlt, Marfigli, Lady Mary Wortley 
Montague, and Sir Fames Porter, have writ- 

ter 
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ten on the Turkith empire ; the two former 
poflefs but a {mall degree of reputation 5 
the fecond indeed very honeftly fums up 
his account by declaring, that it is almoft 
impoffible to form any judgment of that 
people. Our elegant countrywoman, with 
a moft voluptuous and animated pencil, 
has tranfported her reader into the paras 
dife of Mahomet, by her lively powers of 
imagination ; has entered into competition 
with the Prophet himfelf, and endeavour- 
ed to convert our Chriftian men and wo- 
men too, into true believers. Sir James 
Porter alone has the merit of having firft 
given tothe world, true details, and accu- 
rate obfervations, on the manners of the 
Turks, founded on faéts, he was himfelf 
a witnefs to; and to which, thefe Me- 
tmoirs bear honourable teftimony. As 
for the general clafs of travellers, their 
attention feems to have been limited, to 
the barbarous nomenclature, of the dif> 
ferent officers of the Porte, without ex- 
plaining the true nature, and extent of 
their employments, and by endeavouring 

a4 to 
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te affimilete them with thofe of our Euro- 
pean Courts, where, in fad, there is no 
refemblance, to give the reader, the Red 
Boak of the Grand Signior, as a fubftirute 
for every other fpecies of information, 
and leave him bewildered in intricacies 
and errors. As an hiftory, the annals of 
Prine Cautemir, defexva an honourable 
mention, and are well worthy of perufal, 
as involving in them, the true character 
of the Turkith nation, and the influence 
of their government, from whence erofe 
thofe variqus revolutions, of which he is 
the hiftorian ; but never have this extraor- 
dinary government and people been fo fully, 
or { accurately developed, as by the author 
of thefe Memoirs : divefted of prejudice too, 
and almoft fyperjoy to, the seftreints of the 
country ip which he writes, in painting 
the Ottqman empire, be has laid open 
exrorg and crimes common to all defpotic 
goyeinments, and by boldly tracing them 
to defpatifm itfelf, has indire@ly, byt 
effeually ftood forth, the champian of 
humanity. A citizen himfelf, of a go- 


vernment, 
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Effendi, on the 2oth of June, wherein the 
fine train of artillery taken by the Ruffians, 
is truly faid to have been * caft under the 
dire@tions of the Chevalier de Tott.” The 
paflage is as follows :—*‘ 4 Freach Rene- 
‘© gado, who had been the Conful to that 
** nation at the Dardanelles, and had 
*¢ bafely fixed the fligma apon his coun- 
try, of producing the firft public officer 
belonging to any Weftern State, who 
had abandoned Chriftianity, to embrace 
Mahometanifm, formed a kind of mili- 
tary {chool, under the fanétion and im- 
mediate infpection of the Grand Signior, 
which in the prefent difpofition of the 
“¢ Turks, may be produétive af fome ef- 
fe&. This man, having a competent 
degree of mathematical knowledge, and 
being well verfed in the management of 
artillery, had been employed, prior to 
his apoftacy, in repairing the caftles, and 
* ereéting new fortifications at the Dar- 
danelles; fo that, independent of the 
«© defence of a feet, that paflage might, 
«© from its own ftrength, be rendered ime 
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«© practicable to the Ruffian That iere 
* vice having been performed to the fatige 
* fadtion of the Porte, and this adventarer 
S¢ being now become its fubjest, he wnder" 
‘© took the inftru€tion of the Turkith en- 
“ gineers, and attended to this office with 
«© fuch affiduity, that, it is faid, he ha, 
s¢ already accomplithed a furprizing im. 
‘¢ provement in the management of their 
*© artillery.” 

‘The fact is, that the Baron de bg ne- 


Vice-Confulthip, a poft of no rss of canfon 
guence, was then held by a very low pers 
fon, of the name of Guys; who appre- 
hending the refentment of the French 
Ambgflador, for fome offence he had com- 
‘mitted, -bafely affumed the turban; and 
was, in confequence, thoroughly defpifed, 
as all renegadoes are by the Turks, as well 
‘as hig-own countrymen*, The reft of 

this 
* ® Mr. De Tott has fated to the tranflator the 
dmpradticability of the Turks receiving any effential 
spermanent inftroGiions from the Europeans, on this 

very 
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this-mah’a hiftory, which the -Franflatar 
had from the Baron de Fott, and Mr. dy 
Rocher, is net worth relating. The Baron, 
indeed, laughed at the paflage when it wag 

fhown 


very principle, viz. that the inftant their inftrudor 
becomes 2 Mahometan, he is looked upon as 2 fo}- 
Jow fabjeGt, and is reduced tp 4 level with them; 
felves, befides the contempt naturally att 
forced converfion ; and if he remains a Chriftiap, he 
has infuperable obstacles to overcome, even with the 
‘anufual and improbable prote€tion and firmnets of a 
Sultan Muftapha. Amongft others, the famops Mr. 
De Bonneval, whole hiftory made fo much noife at 
the beginning of this century, may be rated a6 gy 
example of the truth of this obfervation. No Chrife 
tian can ever be more refpeStably fituated than Mr, 
De Tott, yet even bis regulations produced only a 
momentary effe&, and are already fallen into decay. 
On this fubje&, it may not be improper to add the 
two following anecdotes :— 

One of the beft officers of the King of Pruffia, 
tempted by various repérts in the Enropean Gazettes 
of the tacrative and advantageous fituations to be 
ebtained at the Porte, without any trouble, by an 
nfficer of merit, fet out for Conftantinople with the 
heft poffible certificates, the teftimonial of that great 
Ceptain his royal mafter. On his arrival he pre- 
fanted bimfelf to the Envoy, communicating to him 

his 
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fhown him; but on the Tranflator’s repre- 
fenting to him the work, with the refpect 
it merits, he was not fo indifferent to ho- 
neft fame, as not to with to call upon the 
P juttice 
his intentions of difciplining, and commanding the 
Turkith troops, The Envoy endeavoured to con- 
vince him of his error, and to diffvade him from his 
project, affaring him that his fervices could not be 
accepted, What,” fays the officer, ‘is not Mr. 
De Tott, at this very hour, employed and making 
a fortune under them.” « Let us wait on that gea- 
tleman,” replies the Envoy, “¢ fince you will not by 
convinced by me, and you will then hear his account 
of the matter." They called on the Baron, who con- 
firmed the Envoy's obfervations, by the moft ftriking 
fats, affuring him, amongft other circumftances, 
shat be had never received @ farthing from the Porte, 
nor any other appointment than that of his own 
Court. Still he is not fatisfied.—He addreffes hun- 
Self directly to the Porte, and obtains an audience of 
the Reis Effendi, who after liftening to all his re- 
commendations, very coolly anfwered him: * all 
this ts very well, but there 1s one little requifité you 
feem to have forgot.” “What 1s that ” demanded 
the officer ;—* only the trifling ceremony of be- 
coming 2 Mahometan.” ‘The officer with great 
warmth cites Mr. De Toit, as a proof that 3 Chrif- 
tian may be employed. «* Ayr,” fays the Minifter, 
* that 
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juftice of the Editor, that his honour may 
be vindicated to the Englifh nation, and 
to Europe, through the fame refpectable 
channel by which it has been unintention- 

ally 


“ that is very true, and appears to us all very 
aftonifhing ; but that is no fort of ruley—the Grand 
+Signior choofes it fhould be fo, and we muft obey 
«him; but I tell you once more, that itis an example, 
which will not be repeated—Mr. De Tott’s is a very 
extraordinary cafe,” Ir is unneceffary to add, that 
the officer was not employed. 

The other anecdote is of the Swedifh Envoy, who 
zealoufly interefted himfelf at all times, in favour of 
Mr. De Tott’s regulations. Converfing one day 
with one of the firft Minifters of the Porte, on that 

fabjeét, he atked him, whether he had not made 
great improvements? “ Yes,” replies the Minifter, 
¢¢ but”---*¢ But what,” fays the Envoy, giving fome 
recent inftance of his ikitl, « is not that furprifing ?"" 
“ Yes truly,” refumed the Minifter drily, « but 
what is ftill more furprifing, is, that he is fill alive.’» 
The Envoy flew to Mr. De Tott, related the con. 
yerfation, and the manner in which this was faid, 
conjuring him to be on his guard ; and above all not 
to drink coffee with them when he waited on the Mi- 
nifters, Mr, De Tott thanked him for his fears, but 
obferved, that his fafety lay in the terrors of the Mi-” 
nifters themfelves, and the favour and protection of 

the 
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ally wounded. ‘The T'ranflator, therefore, 
‘in his name, and for the credit of the 
work itfelf, lays claim to-juitice in that 
‘particular, leaving ‘the competency of 
the Baron’s mathematical knowledge,” 
and other qualifications, to be deter- 
mined by the judgment of the readers of 
thefe Memoirs. However he may value 
his fcientific reputation, nothing is fo dear 
‘to the Baron de Tott as his perfonal ho- 
nour *, - 
Parts, 
March 16, 1785. 


the Grand Signior, adding, that if they dared to at. 
tempt his life, no precaution he could take, would 
infure «, befides that betraying fuch an apprehenfion, 
was ‘the moft probable means of fuggefting the 
idea, 

* Mr. De Tort is in poffeflion of a curious French 
perm, from the Royal Prefs ot Mofcow, wherein a- 
amongft x variety of barbaroxs epithets, in barbarcus 
verfe; he is ao pourtrayed as a purchafed renegado. 
How frail is fame, and how ineffeAual the exertions 
of an active and ufeful life, when we confider that 
hiftory is not unfrequently obliged to decorate ber 
dignity, with the viledt trappings ! ! 
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vernment, arbitrary, at leaft in its prin- 
ciples, he has ventured to hold out a ter- 
rible and falutary warning to all nations, 
not quite fo far gone in flavery, as the 
wretched orientals, to guard well their 
few remaining rights, and to tremble for 
the total lofs of freedom. 

After making the reader perfe€tly ac- 
quainted with the manners and monftrous 
government of the Turks, and eorrecting 
numberlefs errors of preceding travellers, 
can any thing be more curious or intereft- 
ing, than to fee this unweildy mafs in 
motion, and an empire. confifting of eighty 
millions of inhabitants, poflefled of the 
fineft climates and countries on the globe, 
upheld, and poflibly preferved, in a moft 
critical moment cf its exiftence, by the fu- 
perior addrefs and underftanding of one 
fingle European ?—All Europe knew, at 
the time, that the defence of the Darda- 
nelles againft the Ruffian fleet was intruft- 
edto Mr. de Tott §, but never until the 

publication 

§ The judicious editor of the Annyal Regifter, 

publithed 
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publication of thefe Memoirs, ‘was the 
world acquainted with the real weaknefs of 
that important paflage, the facility of for- 
eing it, or the fingular exertions of its dif- 


publithed by Dodfley, in {peaking of the campaigns 
between the Turks and Rufhans of 1773 and 1774, 
makes the following obfervations. ‘ No details are 
& to he expected from a Turkifh Cabinet, or army; 
and the Reffians, fatisfied with their fuccefs, have 
«© no occafion to enter into a recital of particulars, 
“ which might leffeu the glory or difficulty of their 
“ atchicvements. Such information can only be ob: 
“€ tained near the fecne of aétion, and will ¢ un- 
 doubtedly be hereafter communicated,” either by 
s fome one of the moft curious and intelligent of the 
« Luropean Minifters at the Porte, or of thofe fo- 
“ reign offieers who ferved on the Danube. For 
* fuch curious and ufefal inquiries or details, we 
“ have been more indebted to the induftry of the 
«¢ French Minifters and Secretaries, for above a cen- 
“© tury paft, than to thofe of all the other nations in 
*¢ Europe."—And in another place, “ As the Turks 
« give no detail of their military tranfaGtions, and 
‘© the Ruffiar's only fuch a one as is fuited to the me- 
« ridian of their own people, no regular account is 
« to be expected, until fome future Manftein, among 
“ their foreign officers, fhall get free from the 
‘¢ fhackles of power, and give an account of things 
«as they really are.” As far as the circumftances 
admit, the reader will draw the parallel, and make 
the application. 


tinguithed 
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tunguifhed defender. His labours, his 
firmnefs, and perfeverance, in overcoming 
every obftacle, in braving the moft invete- 
rate prejudices, in conquering, and fub- 
mitting to his will, the ftupid pride, the 
fanaticifm, the obftinacy, the jealoufy, of 
this infatuated people; and, above ail, 
their contempt and hatred of the Chrif- 
tians.—The unalterable confidence repo- 
fed in him by the Grand Signior, juftified 
by the moft aftonifhing fuccefs in this de- 
fence, as well as in his fubfequent pro- 
ceedings, form, altogether, a feries of par- 
ticulars unexampled in hiftory. By the 
force of his own genius, aided only by the 
Memoirs of Saint Remy, and the Encyclope- 
dia, Mr. de Tott learnt himfelf, and taught 
his dangerous purils to caft and bore can- 
non, to employ their artillery, and to make 
pontoons. He changed their arms, their 
evolutions, their difcipline their principles 
of fhip-building, and forcification; he 
founded different {chools, and was him- 
felf at once the mechanical workman, and 

the 
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the guide and inventor of thefe various re- 
forms. : 
‘ His account of the Tartars would at all 
times have been extremely curious, but is 
more particularly fo at this moment, as it 
is perhaps the laft glance we fhall have of 
that ancient and interefting people, as a 
diftint and independent nation. Rouffia is 
now in complete pofleffion of the Crimea, 
from whence fhe is already making naval 
armaments; and from the rapid progrefs 
made in one century, in arts and arms, by 
that vaft empire, it may be conjeétured, 
-without any extraordinary ftretch of ima- 
gination, that the beautiful and happy fitu- 
ztion, and immenfe population of the’Tau- 
ric Cherfonefus, will prove in her hands, 
the fource and inftrument of confiderable, 
end perhaps, net very diftant revolutions. 
Tn this part of the Memoirs, there is a rich 
feaft for the philofopher and politician—— 
‘They will there-find, amongft an infinite 
wariety of new and interefting materials, a 
pumberofEuropean cuftoms, which certain- 
ty have not travelled eaftward, our ancient 
feudal 
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feudal fyftem, and a pretty corre& model 
of Englith legiflature, with an improve- 
ment on the “democratical part of that ce- 
lebrated inftitution, revived by the people 
of America, in feveral of their new con- 
ftitutions; I mean, the infuring to the 
people the meeting of the deliberative 
branch of the legiflature, independent of 
the executive power; as we fee that the 
Bey of the Chirins, in the Tartar confti- 
tution, could convoke the afiembly of the 
other Beys, even if the Kam, like Charles 
the Firft, thould be difpofed to difpenfe 
with this neceffary controul. Thus has 
modern forefight fupplied, what has pro- 
bably been loft in the defcent from the ori- 
ginal authors of this, as well as other ufages 
of the northern nations. 

Notwithftanding our author has been 
obliged to tread over beaten ground in the 
Jatter part of the fecond volume, the reader 
will find it replete with new and ingenious 
remarks and difeuffions ; and as a commer- 
cial nation, England cannot with an indif- 
ferent eye, view her rivals in poffeffion of 

the 
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the whole commerce of the Levant, nor. 
the unremitted attention the continues to 
beftow on this important fource of her 
wealth and profperity. Happy too, if the 
could be prevailed on to take a Ieflon from 
the political conduét of her powerful and- 
rifing neighbour. She would not then 
continue to hazard her interefts, and leflen 
her confequence in the eyes of Europe, 
by fending a Ch-—d to reprefent her po- 
Ticy at the Court of one of the firft branch-. 
es of the Houfe of Bourbon, whilft the 
has the example of France, deputing a 
De Tott, to refide with the Kam of the 
‘Tartars, and to negociate with the Confe~ 
derates of Poland +. 


It is a certain fad, although not generally 
known, that the Duke de Choifeul, the fame Minifter 
who fent M. de Tott on his miffion to the Tartars, 
employed the Baron de Kaalh, in the year 3765, foon 
after the laying of the fatal Stamp AG, to found the 
difpofitions, and tamper with the American leaders, 
“the fame Baron de Kaalb remained twelve months in 
that country, and until the wife meafure of the re-. 
peal, by the Rockingham adminiftration. He re- 
turned to America, however, at the commencement 
of hoftilities, and loft his life fighting under General 
Gates, at the memorable battle of Camden, 

The 
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The Tranflator has taken-the liberty ot 
pronouncing with much confidence on the 
fidelity of thefe Memoirs, if it were pof- 
fible to entertain a doubt, from the circum= 
ftance of his being honoured with the per- 
fonal acquaintance of the Baron de Tort}, 
and the opportunities he has had of con- 


} The chagrin of the Court of Rufia on being 
made acquainted with the fiate of the defence, when 
their fleet was off the Dardanelles, muft be very great. 
M. de Tott informed the Tranflator, that after the 
conclufion of the peace, he met with Prince Repnin, 
whom he had formerly known at Warfaw, on his ar- 
rival in quality of Ruflian Ambaffador at Conftanti- 
nople: dining together, with the other foreign Mini- 
fters, at le Comte de St. Prieft’s, the Prince was con- 
gratulated on the return of peace, and his appearance 
at the Porte; on which, turning to M. de St. Prieft, 
with a farcaftic air, he faid, “¢ We fhould have arrived 
here much fooner, if M. de Tott would have per- 
mitted us.” The time and place, which fhould have 
precluded the remark, permitted M. de Tott only to 
reply, ‘ Your Excellency does me too much honour; 
Ido aflure you that I only went to the Dardanelles to 
fee your fleet pafs.’ The Ambaffador foon had the 
mortification to afcertain the truth on which this re~ 
partée was founded. 


verfing 
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verfing with Mr. Rufin §, a man of the 
trideft veracity, and the moft correét wns 
derftanding, who was Secretary Interpreter 
to the Baron, when amongft the Tartars,dnd 

has 


§ Mr. Rufin was made a prifoner by the Ruifians 
in a fecond imroad of the ‘Tartars, under Dewlet- 
Gueray, fuceeflor to Krim-Guery ; and after being 
deprived of all his papers, was kept confined twelve 
months, under pretence of his not being a French- 
man, although he was known tobe Chargé d'Affaires, 
after the departure of the Baron de Tott.—A Ruffian 
officer reproaching him one day with having diregted 
the artillery of Kotchim for the Turks, Mr. Rufin 
afked him what execution it had done in the Ruffian 
camp? We had one man, and four horfes killed,” 
replied the Ruffian.“ I leave you to judge, then,” 
fays Mr. Rufin, “ whether the cannon were pointed 
by a Frenchman.” 

A noble inftance of female tendernefs and Turkith 
cruelty, which the Tranflator had from Mr. Rufin, 
dvferves to be recorded.—In the firft inroad into New 
Servia by Krim-Gueray, the account of which is 
given in thefe Memoirs, the Kam, anxious, as far as 
he was able, to alleviate the horrors of that {pecies of 
war to which the Tartars are accuftomed, and defi- 
roUs, as we have feen, of preferving the Polifh terri- 
tory from violation, appointed infpectors to vifit all 
the waggons, and tents, and gave orders for all the 
perfons whe were taken for the purpofe of carrying 

them 
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4s well acquainted with the cuttoms and 

-manners of Conftantinople, 
Itis with concern thgt the T‘ranflator 
shas obiferved in Dotifley’s Annual Regifter for 
1773) 2 work of great aud merited repu- 
‘ation, and which will certainly furnith 
the beft materials for future hiftorians, an 
aecount of the Baron de Tott, equally un- 
true and injurious to his honour and repu- 
tation. ‘The paffage is founded on a mif- 
take, pardonable, ‘tis true, from the ob- 
feurity of the narratives of the day, 
and the extreme difficulty ftated by the 
Editor, of afcertaining facts, in the war 
between the Turks and Ruffians, but which 
the Tranflator has no doubt but he will 
readily embrace the opportunity of cor- 
reQing, from his known candour, and 
jove of truth, in the next volume of his 
moft ufeful hiftory. The Baron, indeed, 
-is-not named, but the allufion is too points 
ed to-admit of doubt; befides that, his 
name is mentioned in the volume for 17745 
spage-6. of the Hiforical Part, in his ac- 
‘count of the vidtory gained over the Reis 
b Effindi 
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hes lived alfa in Turkey ; ‘and from his in- 
timacy with Mr. Du Roches, a-gentle- 
man of the moft amiable manners, and 
great “hofour, ‘who has’ long faithfully 
Served his Court, as Conful at Tripoli, and 
‘Tunis, underftands perfeGly the Turkith 
language, has travelled through Egypt, and 
other parts of the Ottoman dominions, and 


them into flavery, ae brought for examination to 
thefe infpectors. One of thofe barbarous ‘Turkith 
Sipabis, fo well characterized by Mr. de Tott, came 
fiding up to Mr. Rufin, in confeqaence of this regu- 
Jation, and demandol, if be was one of the perfons 
_appoitted to receive the flayes? Mr, Rufin feeing 
“him with four infarts in his arms, aud, to ufe his 
own expreffion, when fpeaking of it to the Tranflator, 
which he could comgare to nothing but a bifds-neit 
this raffian had juft been robbing, humanely anfwer- 
ed in the affirmative; the barbarian cried out, “ Take 
athetn,” and: ‘throwing. | them with violence from his 
chorfe, rode off fall gallop,’ ; The ground was fortu- 
nately covered with fiqw, fo that : poor infants t re, 
‘ceived ho hart.’ Mrs Rudin wat embartaffed,’ tio 
“doubt, with this grofent, bit wot difcowraged -from 
‘he spo tne snl rth on cm 
el was taken 

bag a poor Woshiet, who-wih faliticntty en 
“witiyelllicen of ber'own, Hot: beving Saralerty, oft 
_fip Inipat. in, the fame Pte, egearfolly embracgd and 
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ISYORY appears, at the firft glance, 
to prefent us with nothing but a 
fcene of horror, where the victims are 

brought upon the ftage, only to.throw a 
luftre on thofe executioners of mankind, | 
who facrifice them to their paffions, but 
it lays before us at the fame time the va- 
luable defcription of manners; and that 
part of Hiftory will appear undoubtedly 
the moft interefting, when we confider 
that a nation is governed by its ancient 
cuftoms, as the condué of an individual 
is guided by his perfonal charaéter. From 
what more fertile fource can we derive a 
perfeé&t knowledge of mankind, or learn to 
govern them ? 

+ In this point of view, Hiftory ought to 
form a moft interefting gbject of attention 
in the policy of ail governments ; it will 

Vou. I. B there. 
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there be feen, that cuftoms, by creating 
and modifying, infenfibly, their manners, 
form, in every part of the world, the great 
{pring by which mankind are put in mo- 
tion. Cuftoms lay the foundation of, and 
produce the great Revolutions of Empires ; 
they form the ftructure, and either enfure’ 
its ftability, or undermine it by degrees; 
and are the caufes of its total deftruction. 
The flownefs of the approach conceals the 
progrefs.of the evil ; and its fatal advances 
are unperceived until the moment when 
he, who could apply the remedy, receives 
himfelf a ftroke he is unable to repel 
without that force of which he is no 
longer mafter. 7 
If we leave in obfcurity thofe torrents of 
robbers, who, in ravaging the earth, have 
trampled under foot thofe {mall focieties 
which affumed the pompous title of Em- 
pires; if we except too forhe petty ftates, 
who, after increafing the population of in- 
fant Rome, carried the reputation of het 
arms fo far as to procure the fubmiffion 
of feveral countries by the fimple fum- 
nidns 
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mons of her heralds, no powerful nation 
has ever really fallen from the attack of 
a foreign enemy ; no empire, firmly efta- 
blifhed, has ever been overthrown by the 
fate of an unfortunate battle. Greece, en- 
flaved by the Romans; Roime, herfelf, de- 
ftroyed by the Barbarians, fell lefs a facri- 
fice to foreign force, than to her own 
internal weaknefs. 

This truth has to need of examination : 
it is perhaps the only point which Hiftory, 
in treating of the rife and fall of ancient 
empires, has illuftrated completely. But 
why may not an inquiry into their reign- 
ing manners and cuftoms, ferve to elucidate 
the Hiftory of thofe people who have not 
even preferved any tradition of their own ? 
Their manners will be, with refpe& to 
them, what the Parian marbles have been 
for the Greeks, but a monument undoubt- 
edly'of greater value. We have only to de- 
cypher the charaéters. The fpirit of each 
nation will ferve in the ftead of its ancient 
inferiptions ; and we fhall there difcover 
the type of thofe great events which 

Ba muft 
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muft have happened in former ages.— 
Thofe nations, whofe manners appear the 
moft refined, muft for that reafon have 
undergone more frequent revolutions ; and 
‘we .may conclude, that the people, who 
difcover in their manners only thofe effects 
which arife from the natural influence of 
climate, have never been fubdued. In 
fatt, if we confider defpotifm as exercifed 
now under the torrid zone, and again to- 
wards the polar circle, is it poffible to at- 
tribute the manners of any nation to the 
fole influence of climate? If we fuppofe 
that the republican principle was prior to’ 
that of defpotifm, how can the latter have 
totally obliterated every trace of ancient 
liberty ? Such revolutions, however, have 
covered the furface of the globe, and ap- 
pear to be the real caufe of that variety of 
amanners which fo far diftinguifh, at this 
May, the refpedtive nations, as to occafion a 
vifible alteration in the natural and primi- 
tive features of all human focieties. Bring 
together a Manchou and a Bafé-Arabian 
‘Tartar, you will fearch in vain the in- 

terval 
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terval of fifteen hundred leagues that fepa- 
rates their countries: the climate differs 
but little ; the government is the fame. 
‘Then confider the Greek and the Turk, 
whofe habitations touch ; you will there 
recover the fifteen hundred Jeagues that 
you had loft; yet they live under the fame 
iky, and under the fame conftitution, Let 
the Arab, who, under the burning tropic, 
goes to refrefh himfelf at the cataraéts of 
the Nile, take place of the Manchou, to 
the north of China, he will there exhibit 
more moral analogy with the Tartar than 
he did with the Egyptians, his country- 
men; but let him pafs the River Amur, 
and he will form a ftriking contraft with 
the Ruffian foldier. And, in purfuing this 
inquiry, the influence of government will 
appear more diftinétly marked on the cha- 
raéters of individuals, than that of cli- 
‘mate: we thal! perceive moral, conftantly 
prevailing over natural, caufes, and giving 
the folution of thofe various fhades of dif- 
ference, which appear the moft difficult of 
explanation. 

B3 It 
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Tt is by confidering, in this point of 
view, the defcetidants of Patroclus end 
Achilles, that one perceives that under the 
influence of the fame climate, the defpo- 
tifm that has cruthed the later Greeks, 
fubdued formerly by Alexander, although 
it has marked them with the charatter of 
flavery, has not been able to efface the 
outlines of that religious pifillanimity 
which overturned the empire of the 
Greeks, It is thus, that by remounting 
to the ancient period of Grecian glory, we 
thall find in the principles of her early go- 
vernments, the correétives of that climate, 
which invites its inhabitants more to en- 
joy, than to be indifferent about life. The 
weaknefs of the lower empire could not 
fail to enervate thofe minds which had 
benno influenced in former times by the 
exalted motives of glory, liberty, and vir- 
tte 5 and it is under the yoke of the pre- 
‘fent tyrants, that natural caufes mutt re- 
fume’ their empire. Thefe natural caufes 
muft neceffarily predominate, if not op- 
poles by moral obftacles ; and defpotifm 

f deftray> 
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deftroys them, This government too has 
Jefs influence than any other on the mul- 
titude which jt oppreffes ;—the principal 
inftryments of the oppreffion of the people, 
sonftitute its main fpring and fupport. 

Ef the climate which the Turks inhabit 
relaxes their fibres, the defpotifm under 
which they groan tranfports them to vio- 
Jence. They are not unfrequently fero- 
cious ;—their fyftem of predeftination adds 
to their fiercenefs ; and the fame prejudice 
that in a cold climate w6uld have rendered 
them oeurdgeous, in a hot one produces 
nothing but fanaticifm and rafhnefs *; the 


@ The Turks fornifh continual proofs of chis afler- 
tion, in their quarrels with one another. Drunken- 
nefs is the neceflary preparative for vengeance. Af- 
faffination is the only method they employ ; they face 
no danger in cold blood. An Ottoman army once 
attacked, is broken to pieces without being beaten ; 
but the firft thock of the Turks, when they are de- 
termined to make the firft attack, is always danger- 
ous and difficult to fuftain. At the affair of Grottka, 
to get polfeffion of a redoubt, they heaped the ditches 
with their dead; and fanatifm carried fome of them 
fo far in the laft war againft the Ruffians, as to make 
them brave the fire of the artillery by rufhing, like 
madmen, to hack with their fabres the mouths of the 
enemy’s cannon. 


B4 burning 
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burning fever which elevates their brain, 
makes them defpife every thing that is not 
‘Turkith; and from that mode of reafoning 
with themfeives, pride and ignorance are 
the natural refult. It is for this reafon, 
that in the very cradle of the arts, in the 
country of Pericles, of Euclid, and of Ho- 
mer, the fciences are {pdken of, at this 
day, only with a fneer of contempt. 

But notwithftanding ali men are at- 
traéted by renown, and are invariably put 
in motion by felf-love, although their ob- 
jet be not immediately the fame # and the 
Turks are perhaps the only men who have 
made choice of murder as the road to fame, 
without poffeffing energy of mind fufficient 
to commit it in cold blood. Whilft the 
climate difpofes to weaknefs on the one 
hand, and defpotifm urges to violence on 
the other, intoxication becomes neceflary 
to give them vigour; and, to perpetrate a 
crime with them, is to raife themfelves to 
a level with their defpot, 

By reflecting on the connection between 
the manners and cuftoms of every nation, 
its climate, and prefent form of govern- 

r ment, 
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ment, and by obferving with attention the 
different traces of their ancient govern- 
ments, one cannot help beholding with 
horror the thoughtlefs multitude always 
leaning to the defeftive fide, and invari- 
ably preferving the,inftruments of their 
own moral deftruction. 

Is it poffible not ,to diftinguith clearly 
this effect on the moft celebrated of all 
people, at this day the laft of nations, al- 
though it be even now the moft numerous 
and moft univerfally difperfed? The Jews, 
who cover the earth with their induftry, 
without having preferved any legitimate 
right of pofleffion, fabmitting to the im- 
pulfions of every government where they 
are to be found, ftill retain, in the midit 
of thofe different governments, a thadow 
of their ancient theocracy, in the exercife 
of akind of tolerated municipality; and 
which alone is capable of feeding that 
ftupid pride, that renders them infenfible 
toinfult. The Jews carry this infenfibility 
even into cold and mountainous coyntries, 
where the human race, ftrongly conifti- 

tuted, 
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tuted, is always couragegus, and often 
windiGtive. Moral habits always prevajk 
over natural caufes, except when tyranny, 
er the abufe of liberty, seftores them to 
all their rights. 

If, in order to weigh more minutely this 
Jaft affertion, we .undertake to confront 
the diftinguifhing charaGeriftics of all na- 
tions, with their refpective hiftories, it 
will be neceffary, no doubt, amidit the 
¢roud of interefting-events, to draw a line 

. between thofe which have only tranfiently 
affeGted thom, and fuch as have been fol- 
Iowed by the incorporation of the victors 
and the vanquished. Torrents only fweep 
before them the furface of the earth, with- 
out impairing the foil:—this diftinction is 
eflential, that we may not confound a 
madman who over-runs Afia to fubjugate 
the earth, after having Jaid it wafte, with 
Alexander building Alexandria, to give a 
center to the univerfe, and to unite the 
two hemifpheres of the globe. It is 
not lefs important to obferve the nature of 
the conquered country, fo as to diftinguith 

~ the 
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the inhabitants of the mountains, who are 
never thoroughly redyced, from thofe of 
the plains, who are ulways eafily fubdued. 
In this point of view, there is not even a 
kingdom, there is not even a province, 
where the people do not effentially differ, 
although confounded under the fame de- 
nomination. We fhall very eafily diftinguifh 
too, amongft them, the different effects 
even of the fame form of government; 
and this difference will eternally exift. Man 
has an invincible tendency to liberty; the 
moment that he difcovers the pofkibility of 
enjoying, he determines to obtain it: in 
a hilly country, he preferves an indepen- 
dence which the fituation favours; accuf- 
tomed-to climb the mountams, he traverfes 
them with eafe, aud it is from their fum- 
mit that he braves that power, to which 
the inhabitant of the plain is as fubmiffive 
from cuftom, as from the nature of the 
country, and in which eafe and plenty con- 
ciliates his fubjeétion ; whilft on the other 
hand, the hardy mountaineer finds, in the 
charm of liberty alone, an ample compen- 

fation 


12 PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 


fation for the wants and fatigues infeper- 
able from his fituation. 

In travelling along the coaft of Syria, 
we fee defpotifm extending itfelf over all 
the flat country, and its progrefs ftopt to- 
wards the mountains, at the firft rock, at 
the firft défile, that is éafy of defence; 
whilft the Curdi, the Drufi, and the-Mu- 
tuali, mafters of Libanon, and Anti-Liba- 
non, conftantly preferve their indepen- 
dence, their manners, and the memory of 
the famous Facardin. The Macedonians 
formerly fubdued, could not eafily have 
been fo; bur in their plains and their 
mountains muft have afforded them as fure 
an afylum againft the tyranny of the Ro- 
mans, as they ftill furnifh them at this 
day againft the Ottoman yoke. No revo- 
lution therefore has impaired, among this 
hardy race, the influence of climate. From 
the days of the hero of Greece, without 
any intermediate epocha, indefatigable huf- 
bandmen, and as brave as they are labo» 
rious, always united in defence of the 
common caufe; and each individual find- 

ing 
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ing in himfelf refource fufficient to revenge 
a perfonal injury, they ftill chaunt the vic- 
tories of Alexander, with the certainty of 
again obtaining frefh ones, over the firft 
enemy they encounter. 

‘There is no nation on which fo much 
has been written as on the Turks; 
and no prejudices more readily believed 
than thofe which are adopted on the fub- 
ject of their manners. The voluptuouf- 
nefs of the eaftern nations, the delirium of 
happinefs they enjoy, furrounded by many 
women, the beauty of thofe whi people 
their pretended feraglios, their intrigues 
and gallantries, the courage of the Turks, 
the noblenefs of their ations, their gone- 
rofity—what an accumulation of errors! 
even their juftice hav been quoted as a mo- 
del. But how is it poffible, fays Montef- 
quieu, that the moftignorant of all people, 

can have feen clearly, in the circumftance 
in the world, which it behoves them the 
moft to underftand ? * 

This objeGtion could not efcape the eye 
of genius.- Mr. de Montefquieu might 

have 
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have equelly denied the Turks that deli« 
tate voluptuoufnels, and the principles of 
that greatnefs of mind, and generofity, 
which they have been fuppofed to poflefs: 
He might have perceived that an unenlight- 
ened nation can conttibute nothing to its 
own happinefs, becaufe its ignorance par- 
takes of a principle, which conftantly de- 
ftroys, without ever being productive. 

An individual in France or England, if 
he be rich, though ignorant, may there 
enjoy a kind of happinefs which will flat- 
ter his imagination. His miftrefs fhall be 
amiable; he fhall even find feveral who 
agree together ; his houfe fhall be elegantly 
farnifhed ; he thall be well dreffed, and 
have a handfome equipage; and the prac- 
tice of borrowing the ideas of others, fhall 
conceal even his ignorance. He is like an 
opaque body in the nlidft of a great maf 
of light. Inan enlightened nation, riches 
procure every thing: to an ignorant peo- 
ple they ate fo much the more a burthen, 
as having no method of employing them, 
they content themfelves with hoarding ; 

: men 
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ment apply themfelves more eagerly to the 
art of arnafling wealth, when the impof- 
fibllity of enjoying it leaves them only the 
barren refource of accumulation. 

But riches alone are not tufficient to 
procure a man the true enjoyment of his 
fortune. There are but few happy men 
in the clafs of opulence, becaufe it is more 
eafy to abufe, than to make a proper ufe of 
riches. Thisis perhaps the only inftance 
where ignorance adopts the fimpleft me- 
thod; yet it cannot be denied, that know- 
ledge is as neceflary to true enjoyment, as 
temperance isto health. Hf thefe reflec- 
tions naturally occur to every man who 
can and will reflect, how happens it that 
a commi¢rcial intercourfe of two centuries 
betwixt Europe and the Turks, fhould be 
produdtive only of falfe notions refpecting 
them; and why fhould the reader, who 
really fearches after knowledge, beftow 
more credit on the prefent, than pu any 
former narrative ? What are my patticular 
claims to credibility ? . 


But 
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But thefe are obfervations which never 
occurred on the fubje& of the pretended 
letters of Lady Mary Wortley Montague. * 
They pleafed, and that was enough for the 
author ; and too often this is all the reader 
looks for. The ftory of a Cady's head, 
offered by a Janiflary to that Ambafladrefs, 
inftead, of fome pigeons which fhe had de~ 
fired, cannot fail of entertaining more than 
an account of the death of the three fa- 
vourites of the Sultan Mahomout*, whom 

that 


* Sultan Mahomout had beftowed all his confidence 
on Kiflar Aga, who, in his turn, trafted every thing 
to a young Turk of the name of Soliman, and he 
gave himfelf up ,entirely to Zacoub, an Armenian 
banker; this triumvirate ftudied every thing which 
could excite and contribute to the Sultan’s pleafares, 
by which means thefe favourites gratified their rapa- 
cioufnefs, and confirmed their credit. ‘They had the 
entire govesnment of the empire, and every office was 
fold to the beft bidder; a whifper from them difpofed 
of the moft inconfiderable employment. Arrived at 
length, at that pitch of infolence which cangot bear 
the flightgft contradi@tion, one of their creatures had 
the boldnefs to threaten, with his whip, the Jadge of 
Scutary, who raifed his voice and appealed to Juftice. 
His houfe was, in confequence, deftroyed in the 
night; but this method of filencing the complaint 

2 produced 
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that Prince was obliged to factifice, to 
atone for an infult offered to another 
Cady. 

In the former ftory the ridiculoufnefs of 
the circumftance is concealed by its gaiety, 
whilft the latter prefénts nothing but an 
example of the abufes of defpotifm, and 
the weaknefs of the defpot, at which hu- 
manity fhudders. 

There is nothing fo common when one 
is unacquainted with the language, as to 
adopt, and give falfe notions of the coun» 
try where one travels ; and that too, un- 
der a firm conviction that we are right, 
and with a moft earneft defire of. being 
minutely exa&t. After reflecting on Lady 
Montague’s ftory of per Janiffary, her 
Cady, and her pigeons, I think I have dif- 
produced fuch difcontents, that fome new fire broke 
out every day at Conftantinople. A fingular method 
of compelling the Severeign’s attention, but which 
was fo fuccefsfal. as tq determine the Grand Signor 
to order the heads of his favourites to be taken off, 
and as they bad inftiuéted him iti the haliles of vary" 

ing his pleafures, he affifted in perfon at the execus 
tion of the young Scliman, and of Zacoub; Kiflar 
Aga was executed in Leander’s Tower. 

Vou.L Cc covered 
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covered in the genius of the Turkifh lane 
guage and people, the folution of her error, 
notwithftanding the literal tranflation of 
the Janiflary’s anfwer, fappofed to be 
given by her interpreter. In fadt, it is not 
unlikely, that tired of fearching for the 
pigeons, which are lefs taken care of, and 
more wild in Turkey, and rudely repulfed 
by the Cady ; out of humour, perhaps, at 
the demands of the female traveller, he 
may have taken upon him to afk, “if he 
fhould bring the Cady’s head?” And if, 
in addition to this anfwer, we figure to 
ourfelves an air and tone of impatience, it 
will appear really to convey more contempt 
for the Ambaffadrefs than for the Judge; 
and this is, probably, what the interpreter 
did not faithfully tranflate to Lady Mary 

Montague. 
it is thus that travellers, deprived of 
the only means by which they can travel 
to effect, have publithed, and given fanc- 
-tion to gumberiefs abfurdities, without 
meriting any other reproach than that of 
hot beitig fufficiently diffident of them- 
Selves, 


PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE, 19 


“felves. I truft that this judgment will ap- 
pear moderate and impartial. 

One remark, however, I muft make, 
with refpe& to thofe who put implicit 
confidence in that colleGtion of reveries. 
To the reader who‘ withes to be amufed 
with fuch idle dreams, my obfervation 
will be ufelefs. I addrefs myfelf to fuch 
only as are really in fearch of inftructior. 
How is it poffible to overlook the moft pal- 
pable contradi@tions? Are there no cer- 
tain rules for diftinguifhing the truth? 
‘Will you believe, becaufe you are told fo, 
that a man with one arm has made ufe of 
both; or that a man with one eye fees 
better by fhutting it? If then you cannot 
give credit to fuch monftrous abfurdities, 
how can you be prevailed upon to imagine, 
that thofe faculties which alone can make 

, men huppy, are not totally deftroyed by 
defpotifm ? Admit fora moment this mon- 
iter in politics; obferve well thé cotit- 
quéncts, follow up the detail, combine 
its circumftances, and it will be impofiible 
any longer to deceive you, except in a few 

Ca details 
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details of no importance, and the embel- 
lithments of the author. This, however, 
is of itfelf fufficient to eftablith and perpe- 
tuate innumerable errors. I might my- 
felf have committed the fame fault, had I, 
in writing of the Turks, given way to 
thofe fentiments with which they have in- 
fpired me. It is neceflary not to decide 
partially, and to be diffident even of one’s 
own judgment. With refbed&t to myfelf, 
it is by living amongft them three and 
twenty years, and under various circum- 
frances, that I have obtained a knowledge 
of their charater*. It is from the man- 
ner, therefore, in which I have viewed 
them, that I have formed my opinions. 
To enable thofe who really with for in- 
formation to judge for themfelves, I thall 
furnith them with the fame materials, by 
giving a faithful narrative of events, and 
* From the principles I have laid down on the ne- 
eeffity of knowing the language of any nation with 
which one wifhes to be thoroughly acquainted, it 
cannot be fuppofed that I have neglected this moft 
effensail method of obtaining a knowledge of tha 

Turks. 
; The 
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placing them in the fame point of view. 
The impreffion the piéture I am about to 
Jay before them made, on myfelf, is of lit- 
tle importance. 

This reflection has determined me to 
write only a Journal of what paffed during 
my refidence in Turkey, and in Tartary, 
and a narrative of nfy laft voyage up the 
Levant ; and I fhall confine myfelf to fuch 
obfervations as may be neceflary to eluci- 
date the faéts, without even venturing on 
a detail of circumftances, to which I was 
not myfelf a witnefs. To confent to be 
ignorant, is an excellent: method of ob- 
taining knowledge ; and when an Author 
allows that he is fo, he puts in a ftrong 
claim to the confidence of his reader. But 
this is by no means the fyftem of thofe 
travellers who are anxious to conduct their 
readers into the inmoft receffes of the Se- 
raglio, receffes abfolutely impenetrable. 
To ftudy their manners, the influence of 
their government and climate, and to ex- 
amine their particular cuftoms, thefe are 
the only means by which we can efcalade 

. C3 the 
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the walls of the ancient Byzantium*. But 
of the various objeéts which merit our at= 
tention, amongft fuch a people as the 
Turks, is there none then fo interefting 
as the hiftory of their women? Of what 
confequence is it to mankind to be inform~ 
ed, that any individual, who from fortune 
and the prejudices oPhis country, has the 
free enjoyment of forty women, collects 
them together, and keeps them in a cage? 
In reading fuch a defcription, we can only 
Jament the hard fate of this groupe of un- 
happy victims, and pronounce, without 
hefitation, that they are not very happy 
amongft themfelves. But it is undoubted- 
ly of fome importance to ftudy the effects 
of this exrraordinary ftate of things, which 
is as far removed as poflible from the ftate 
of nature. The flighteft reficCtion will 
explain thofe effets, and an enquiry in- 
to their manners, will confirm the re» 
fult. 

“® The limits of the ancient Byzantium are at pre- 
Sent entirely occupied by the Grand Signior’s Seraglio. 


Having, 
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Having, from my fituation, had few 
opportunities of {peaking of the Turkith 
women, I have thought it neceffary to at- 
tempt to rectify the erroneous ideas which 
prevail refpeGing them, by making fome 
remarks on the plurality of wives, their 
manner of exifting in that melancholy fort 
of fociety, and, in fhort, on the abufes 
which asife from the very circumftance of 
that affociation, 

I thall gratify at once my own impati- 
ence, and that of the public, by beginning 
with the fubje& ; but if they are anxiousto 
penetrate into the interior of the harems §, 
they will very foon be as defirous as my- 
felf of getting out of them, to purfue, with 
me, an enquiry more worthy their atten- 
tion. 


§ The word Harem, is ftriéily confined to fignify 
the apartments of the women, the inclofure appropri- 
ated to their ufe: it muft never be confounded with 
Seraglio, which means a Palace. Ail the Turks 
have a Harem; the Vifir himfelf has no Seraglio.— 
The Ambaffadors of crowned heads have each a Se- 
raglio, bat noHarem; the Grand Signior has both one 
and the other, 

C4 The 
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‘The Coran, which forms a code of civil 
-and criminal Jaws, as well as of moralsand 
religious worfhip, and which, with the 
latitude of interpretation intrufted to the 
Judges, provides for every contingency, 
reftains the Turks to four wives nikiablus, 
or married ; but a Mahometan marriage is 
only a civil aét, a contraét executed before 
the Judge, who, in this cafe, officiates 
only as acommon notary. The,dowry, as 
well as the marrige-gift, the moft impor- 
tant objet, are fpecified in this at, which 
are returned to her in cafe of repudiation, 
and this aé& they call mkaib. 

There is another fort of marriage too, 
which allots a {pecific fum to be reftored, 
and fixes a given period for the feparation. 
This contract they call apix ; and is, pro- 
perly fpeaking, no other than a bargain 
between the parties, to live together for a 
certain time, for a certain fum §. 

By 

§ Whenever one man has the Privilege of taking 


and locking up forty women, the nine and thirty men 
who by this unfair divifion are deprived of the {weet- 
eft 
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By another law called namekrem, mar- 
riageable girls are forbid to uncover their 
faces, and married women, to any other 
than their hufbands. This law is not very 
favourable, undoubtedly, to mariages of 
inclination, A Turk marries his neigh- 
bour’s daughter, or widow, without know- 
ing her. He has no other method of de- 
termining his choice, than from the report 
of his other wives, or of fome mediatrix. 

A moment’s refleétion is enough to fhow 
ug, that the law of namekrem can never be 
fo rigidly obferved by the women of the 
lower clafs, who are conftantly following 
their occupations, as by the opulent and 
inadtive. The working man, therefore, 
has fometimes the advantage of his own 
eyes to dire&t his choice, as a com- 
eft confolations humanity” is bleffed with, neceffarily 

Tequires fome attention. Wei find, in confequence, 
that wherever a law has been made contrary to a 
ture, another law becomes neceffary to counteract it. 
From this we may deduce the origin of the marria~ 
ges called Zapin, of places of refuge for debtors, and 
foundling hofpitals. Governments are like thofe fre- 
netic gamefters who are conftantly beating them- 
&lyes, without correcting their errors. . 

penfation 
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penfation for the want of fortune, which 
puts it out of his power to avail himfelf 
of the right of plurality. Misfortune is 
generally balanced, by fome advantage. 
But the abufe of good fortune has not the 
fame fource of confolation. 

Such is the cafe with the plurality of 
wives, which neceflarily occafions unavoid. 
able expences; and where is the man in 
a fituation to fupport them ? 


Excepting thofe who are in trade, and 
who, rich from their economy, ought not 
to be clafied among the luxurious, the 
‘Turks arrive at opulence, only from pub- 
lic employments, obtained through the 
favour of the great, who have raifed them- 
feves by the fame means. Their fortune 
3s mercly perfonal, accumulated by rapa~ 
cioufnefs, hidden under ground on the 
flighteft alarm, diffipated in luxury, and 
fortuitoufly renewed; and their anxi- 
ety to acquire, and lavith it, is tharpened 
by the perpetual precarioufnefs ef their 
firuation. 


The 
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The Turks feldom leave large fortunes 
to their children. Sums of money fo con- 
fiderable as to admit of being divided, 
would be temptations fufficient for the 
grafping hands of the fovereign, who 
would readily find a pretext in the manner 
by which they were acquired, to juttify 
his violence, in making himfelf matter of 
their wealth. 

A Turk, therefore, cannot in general 
be rich enough to maintain a confiderable 
harem, until he has obtained, through the 
favour of his patron, fome place of great 
truft; and which becomes lucrative in pro- 
portion to to his abufe of authority. 

Until that happens, confounded with the 
eroud of young men, attached to the fame 
mafter, from the fame motives of ambi- 
tion, reduced to the necefiity of living only 
amongft men, hurried on by the violence 
-of his paffions, feparated from the women, 
‘yet inflamed by their proximity even in 
yielding to her impulfe, he is obliged to 
deviate from nature. , 


We 
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Wehave already feen, that fuch Turkith 
women as are not to be procured on any 
other terms than marriage, and are not 
previoufly to be feen, are under the fame 
neceffity of living amongft themfelves. In 
fuch a cafe, what muft be their educa-~ 
tion ? Born in opulence, they are either 
the daughters of a lawful wife, or of fome 
flave, the faveurite of a moment. Their 
brothers and fifters are of different mo- 
thers, who differ in no refpeé from flaves 
colleéted in the fame houfe, Occupied 
only by that jealoufy which animates them, 
one againft another, {carcely knowing how 
toread or write, and reading nothing but 
the Coran ; expofed in the hot baths to all 
the inconveniencies of a forced perfpira- 
tion, too frequently repeated not to deftroy 
the frefhnefs of their kin, and the grace 
of their contours, even before the age of 
puberty ; indolent from pride, and often 
humbled by the inefficacy of the means 
practifed under their eyes to gratify their 
proprietor ; deftined, in fhort, themfelves 
to the fame fate, @without a hope of more 
fuccefs, in what can fuch women contri- 

bute 
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bute to render the man happy who may 
chance to marry them? But it is not from 
that fource that he looks for happinefs. 
Let us fee then, whether he has made a 
better eftimate of the advantage of multi- 
plying thofe flaves who have a right to 
choofe; whom he may marry without ce- 
remony ; and over whom he poffeffes, no 
doubt, a more precious right—the right 
of reftoring them to their freedom. 


Tt is here that I with to draw the atten- 
tion to thofe Georgian and Circaffian 
flaves, whole beauty has been fo often ce- 
lebrated ; and it is perhaps-of more impor- 
tance to afcertain the laws of flavery in 
Turkey, where the manners are already 
culpable enough, without fuffering a vague 
and erroneous opinioa to add ftill further 
to their atrocity: 

Neither the Greeks, the Armenians, nor 
seven the Jews, are more liable than: the 
Turks, toa cenftitutional flavery. The 
defpotifm of the Sultan himfelf, however 
ftrong his_paffion for her, does not enable 
him to take violent poffeffion of a young 


‘woman ; 
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woman ; and though the Grecian blood 
Mill continues to produce as beautiful fe- 
male forms as ferved for models to Praxi- 
teles, the Turkith annals do not furnith 
an example of fuch atrocious violence. 
Georgia and Circaffia are no more fub- 
jeét.to flavery, than any other province 
more direStly under the dominion of the 
Grand Signior* ; but the want of lawful 
right is fupplied by the right of conqueft, 
which procurcd for the Turks near twenty 
thoufand flaves, who were carried off by 
the Kam of the Tartars from New Servia ; 
the greateft part of whom were reftored 
to Ruffia at the peace. Krim Gueray, who 
commandd that expedition, had, from 
the fame principle of right, laid waite 
Moldavia on a former occafion, without 
refpefting the Grand Signior’s territory. 
The fame right of war obtains in Turkey, 
when a whole revolted province is given 


* Goorgia is rather one of the dependencids of Per- 
fia than of Turkey ; but Prince Heraclius has avail- 
ed himfelf of the roubles which have laid wafte the 
dominions of his fovereign, to enjoy a fort of inde~ 
pendence, 

‘ up 
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up to pillage, and its inhabitants tedaced 
to flavery. This is the droit public, or jus 
prbticum throughout all Afia; and it is on 
thefe barbarous principles that one half of 
the ghobe is Rill governed, and that Georgia 
and Circaffia continue to furnith with 
flaves, the market of Conftantinople f. 
The incurfions of the Lefguis Tartars 
provide it with a regular fupply: Thefe 
‘Tartars inhabit the country between the 
Cafpian and the Black Sea, between Geor- 
gia and Circaffia; and are in a perpe- 
tual flate of warfare with thefe two pro- 
vinces. They convey their-flaves to the 
eaftern coaft of the Black Sea, and fell them 
to the Turkith merchants, who refort 
there at ftated periods. The inhabitants 
of that coaft carry off alfo their own coun- 
trymen from the neighbouring villages, 
and make a trade of felling them ; and it 
ig afferted, that even the parents, not un- 
{ The idea attached to a handfome Georgian or 
Circaffian lave, may be reduced to this ;—all the 
flaves in Turkey who are tolerably beautiful, mui 
be either Georgians or Circaffians; but this, by no 
‘Means, proves that they are all handfome. 
frequently 
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frequently, make a traffic of their ows 
children. 

A country colder from its mountainous 
fituation, than from ‘its latitude; inha- 
bited by people, fo wretched as to fell 
their own offspring; {0 ill-regulated as to 
fuffer them to be ftolen ; fo weak as to be~ 
come an eafy prey to foreign plunderers, is 
not.likely to poffefs in itfelf any fort of re- 
finement or education. ‘The children, 
therefore, are the only flaves whofe beauty 
can be cultivated, and who are capable of 
acquiring the graces. The avarice of the 
merchant will pay particular attention to 
this object; and he will even endeavour to 
increafe the value of his flave, by fome 
agreeable accomplifhment, and an inde- 
cent dance, accompanied by caftinets, will 
be the ftrongeft recommendation. 

Lady Mary Montague fays, that thefe 
dances are voluptuous. For my own part, 
T have feen them in their higheft perfec- 
tion, performed by proficients in the art ; 
a although Iam at a lofs for a proper 

term 
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term to charaéterife them, I fhould never 
think of calling theni voluptuous. 

And, I may farther add, that the wo. 
men dancers art defpifed in Turkey ; and 
that a flave, as foon as fhe has pleafed her 
miafter by this talent, ceafes to exercife it. 

So that, in fad, they only ferve to 
awaken and excite the paffions of thofe ma- 
chines, on whom indecency produces more 
effeét than beauty. The graces, vivacity, 
and eXpreffion, poffefs alone the art of {e- 
ducing us, exclufive even of regularity of 
features ; whilft a liftlefs dignity, a pro- 
found ignorance, give a certain infipidity 
even to finifhed beauty. And this is the 
effe& which the Turkith women produce 
on their mafters. 


I have had the opportunity of perfonat 
information from my Turkith friends, that 
except in the inftance of fome new flave, 
who may excite their curiofity, the harem 
infpires them only with difguft. A great 
many Turks never enter their harem, but 
to reftore tranquility, when the female fu- 
per-intendant is unequal to the tafk; 

D but 
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but let the punithment be ever fo fevere, 
it is impoffible to eradicate the caufes of 
this irregularity. Thefe diforders, arifing 
from the confinement and affemblage of 
many wives, are another confequence of 
the law of plurality. Nature counter~ 
aéted equally in either fex, muft neceffarily 
lead both aftray. 

This exclufive fociety of the women 
produces alfo this effet, that being con- 
ftantly obferved by their companions, they 
do not even endeavour to diffemble, either 
their tafte or their jealoufy; they have only 
to conceal their quarrels. Too fortunate, 
indeed, if nature calmed, gratified, and 
deceived, does not urge them to efcape 
from their prifon, to run after the reality ; 
an excefs of which they are invariably the 
vidtims, and which I fhall hereafter have 
occafion to mention. 

But, however the cuftoms of the coun- 
try may have reftiited the Turkith wo- 
men, it muft not be imagined that they 
are without the power of fending their 
flaves, or of going out themfelves, to pur- 

- chafe 
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chafe what they want; I do not know a 
ingle Turk who deprives them of that li- 
berty ; nay, they very frequently go out 
together to walk, or pay 2 vifit in other 
harems; and in the latter cafe, the eti- 
quette obliges the Turk, for whofe wives 
the vifit is intended, not to enter his ha~ 
rem during the ftay of the vifitants. But 
how many methods are there of evading 
this regulation ; and if the parties be weil 
inclined, who is there to infift on its being 
regularly obferved ? 

But becaufe the ftreets are filled with 
women, who pafs freely to and fro on bu- 
finefs, and the harems the moft clofely 
fhut, are not unfrequently thrown open, 
to let the flock, confined in them, amufe 
themfelves with a walk; we muft not 
thence conclude, with Lady Mary Monta 
gue, that the intrigues are carried on in the 
fhops, into which the’ women fometimes 
enter: they would there be too eafily ob-~ 
ferved. It is, in the country, in retired 
fituations, on the borders of the fea, that 
their gallantries actually take place ; heed- 

D2 lefs 
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lefs of the danger of being difcovered by 
the guards, who are always prying into 
the moft concealed retirements. 

The Bofandgy Backi, whofe authority 
always extends feveral leagues around the 
Grand Signior’s refidence, has, in fact, the 
infpeftion of thefe fo much talked of af- 
fairs of gallantry, and exercifes, in that 
refpedt, the office of Lieutenant of Police. 
It is the moft important perquifite of his 
employment, and is attended with the 
moft frightful abufes. But I thal! have 
occafion to fpeak further of this in the 
courfe of my obfervations, and I have al- 
ready faid enough of the Turkith women, 
to prepare my reader for what remains 
upon that fubjed. 
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BARON ee TOTT, 


First Part. 


HE death of Sultan Mahomout, 

and of M. D’Salleurs, determined 

the Court of France to fend M. de Ver- 
gennes to Conftantinople; and I was or- 
dered to accompany him, to learn the lan- 
guage, and to ftudy the manners and go- 
vernment of the Turks, We embarked at 
Marfeilles, in aveffel freighted by the King, 
from whence we fet fail at the beginning 
of April, 17553 but contrary winds pre- 
vented us from reaching the Dardanelles, 
until the 18th-of May. Before¥we arrived 
D3 at 
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at the Streight, we perceived a caravelle * 
belonging to the Grand Signior, at anchor 
oppofite to Tenedos, and her felucca, 
which was fent to reconnoitre, bearing 
down, and fhe came up with us oppofite 
the coaft of Troy ; but fearing the plague, 
we were defirous of avoiding all communi- 
cation with them. My late father, whom 
the King fent with M. de Vergennes to 
Conftantinople, where he had already been 
feveral times, and who fpoke the language, 
prevailed on the Turks not to come on 
board, and thought it proper to reward 
the officer who commanded the fclucca, 
with a few bottles of cordial : The cabin- 
boy who went to feek for this prefent, 
brought up fix bottles of lavender water, 
and was ordered to rectify the miftake ; but 
my father declaring that it was perfectly 
the fame thing, we gave them the laven- 
der water, and parted company ; but the 
impatience of the Turk foon attracted our 
attention : he feized on one of the phials, 


e 
* A Turkith veifel of wat, 
aroke 
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broke off the neck, emptied it at one 
draught, and turning round, made us a 
fign of approbation, We were all afraid, 
except my father, that the poor fellow 
would fall backwards ; but were very foon 
made eafy on his account, on feeing him 
open, and empty, a fecond phial with the 
fame tokens of fatisfation. 

Very foon after we entered the Streight 
of the Dardanelles, and furled our colours, 
to avoid the falute from the caftles, and 
the Captain Pacha, + whofe fleet was at 
anchor off Gallipoli ; and we caft anchor 
at length in the port of Conftantinople, the 
aft of May, 1755. 

This city, fituated at the eaftern extre- 
mity of Europe, near the Black Sea, is 
only feparated from Afia by the Thracian 
Bofphorus. The canal which forms a 
communication between two feas, pours 

“into the fouthern part, the fuperfluous wa- 
ters which ruth from the North into the 
Black Sea, and which its furface is unable 


+ The Torkith Admiral. 
Ds te 
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to evaporate. ‘To this effe&t, the. currents 
are violent down the canal, and bear on 
the point of the Seraglio which forms a 
Cape, that divides, and intercepts one part 
of the waters, which, affer having circu- 
lated in the harbour, return by the oppo- 
fite fhore, and re-enter their former bed. 
It is owing to this mechanifm of Nature, 
that the harbour of Conftantinople is clear- 
ed of all its rubbith, and of the filth that is 
daily thrown into it. ‘The fea in this cafe 
operating for herfelf, what ignorance never 
could forefee, and thips of eighty guns can 
lay a plank on the fhore without any dan- 
ger. 

If the ambition of governing the uni- 
verfe fearched for a fituation the moft fa- 
vourable for eftablithing a capital of the 
‘world, that of Conftantinople, as repre- 
fented on the map, would undoubtedly 
have the preference. Situated between two 
feas, this city would form; at once the 
center of the moft ufeful productions, and 
of the moft flourifhing commerce, were it 
not for the prefluse of that defpotifm 

which 
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which, for twenty leagues around, breaks 
in pieces every inftrument of culture, and 
of induftry. Shut up within the limits of 
its ancient walls, Conftantinople, on the 
Jand fide, offers to the traveller nothing 
but the appearance of deftrudtion; whilft 
the navigator, placed in the centre of an 
immenfe amphi-theatre, feems to croud 
from all parts to bring the tribute which 
the univerfe owes to its metropolis, 
‘The ancient Byzantium, whofe walls at 
prefent form the enclofure of the Grand 
Signior’s Seraglio, fituated on the extre- 
mity of the+Cape which fhuts in the har- 
@our, prefents a foreft of cyprefs trees, 
overtopped by an infinite number of leaden 
cupolas, enriched with golden balls, the 
whole forming a pyramid, with the tower 
of the Divan, which crowns the fummit. 
This dufky groupe appears detached from 
the reft of the landf{cape, which is only 
varied by fome large {cattered buildings of 
too heavy an architeCture for the furround- 
ing objets, 
The 
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‘The harbour, from the point of the Se« 
raglio, to the frefh water +, renders one 
fide of the triangle, formed by Conftanti- . 
nople, two thoufand toifes longer than 
the others: on the oppofite fhore are im- 
menfe fuberbs, which, including the town 
of Galata, furnifh aland{cape, whofe rich- 
nefs is ftill further increafed and varied by 
the continued chain of villages that join 
and are confounded together on the banks 
of the Bofphorus, even towithin fix leagues 
of the Black Sea. Thefe buildings are con- 
tinued on the fide of Afia, and unite at‘Scu- 
tary; which place, fituated three quarters 
of a league from the entrance of the hang 
bour, offers to Conftantinople ittelf, a 


++ The fmall river which falls into the fea at the 
bottom of the harbour, and waters the Valley of Kia- 
thana, is fo called. The Grand Signior has a Kiofk 
in that valley; and Sultan Achmet, pretending to 
imitate Marly, invited all his Court to build on the 
two declivities which form the banks of the river; 
but thefe buildings were deftroyed by the rebels 
who depofed Sultad Achmet. The prejudices of the 
Turks, invariably at enmity with all European imi- 
tations, were the pretext for this deftrmdtion ; the real 
motive was the love of plunder, 


moft 
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moft interefting profpe&t. The boats that 
are continually traverfing the {pace be- 
tween the two towns, {eem to form a junc- 
tion, Europe with Afia. Other veffels are 
employed every morning to tranfport the 
inhabitants of the villages of the Bofphorus 
to their labours in the capital, by which 
they are maintained, and to convey them 
home every evening; befides which, an 
infinite number of {maller boats are pafling 
in every direétion, to fupply the occafional 
wants of the inhabitants; and if to this 
be added, the tranfport veflels daily arrive 
ing with provifions for the capital, from 
the Black Sea and the Archipelago, and 
the general activity of the foreign com- 
merce that fupplies this city with luxuries 
and cloathing from cvery quarter of the 
world, one can fcarcely conceive the 
beauty of this perpetually moving picture. 
- But if nothing can equal the profpect of 
Conftantinople from without, the charm 
foon vanifhes on entering the town: the 
greateft part of the ftreets fo narrow, as 

that 
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that the projection of the roofs fearcely 
leaves admiffion for the light; a pavement 
of pebbles badly taken care of ; and no at- 
tention to cleanlinefs: thefe are amongft 
the difagreeable circumftances of that ca- 
pital. But I thall referve the particulars of 
other inconveniencies, as they occur occa~ 
fionally, and in fucceffion. 

Convinced that the ftudy of the Turkith 
language could alone give me an infight 
into the manners and cuftoms of that peo- 
ple, I made it my firft object ; and I would 
not liften to thofe who advifed me to begin 
by reading the travellers who have treated 
on the oriental nations; for it ftruck me, 
that I had more to apprehend from the 
danger of adopting their errors, than would 
compenfate for any time and trouble they 
might fave me. 

My Turkith mafter began by teaching 
me to write, which is their method. The 
knowledge I had of drawing, helped me in 
my progrefs ; at length I was able to read, 
and then my difficulties began to multiply : 

the 
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the fuppreflion of the vowels { is fufficient 


to give an idea of my firft embarrafiment, 
Me of the difficult and irkfome tafk I had 


undertaken ; but this is not all; the Turks, 
to fupply the poverty of their language, 
have entirely adopted the Arabic and Per- 
fian; and by compofing five alphabets, the 
different characters of which are at the ar- 
bitrary difpofal of the writer, have thrown. 
freth obftacles in the way of inftrudtion ; 
fo that if the life ofa man be fcarcely fuf- 
ficient to learn to read well, what time 
will there remain for him to {elect his 
authors, or to profit by what he has read? 

The ignorance of the Turks in every 
thing that concerns the abftra&t {ciences, 
muft be attributed, in great meafure, to 
this inconvenience: wholly occupied in 
painting well, and in decyphering their 

1 The vowels being only expreffed by figus placed 
without the body of the writing, the writers leave 
them to be fupplied by the ingenuity of the reader 5 
from thence arife many literary difputes on the confo- 
nants, the afe of which may change the fenfe: but to 


avoid the danger of fuch difcuffions of the Coran, that 
book is never written without vowels, 


characters 
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charaéters, their conceitednefs gives them 
a turn for difficulties of that kind; a dou- 
ble meaning, the tranfpofition of letters, 
forms the extent of their ftudies, and their 
Hiterature ; and every thing that can be in- 
verted by falfe tafte, to fatigue the mind, 
conftitutes their delight, and excites their 
admiration. 

My language matter, of Perfian extrac- 
tion, and a great enthufiaft in poetry, ufed 
to get drunk indifferently with opium, or 
with brandy; and I paffed two hours every 
day in this agreeable téte 2 téte. I employ- 
ed myfelf particularly in making ufe of 
all the wards I could ftore up in my me- 
mory ; and I was no fooner able to under- 
ftand him, than te afked me one day, with 
great earneftnefs, what fmell it was he had 
perceived on entering my apartment? I 
fhewed him a bottle of lavender water; and 
the example of the captain of the fellucca 
induced me to confent to make the facri- 
fice which he defired, without hefitation ; 
and which he bore without fuffering the 
flighteft inconvenience. I did not think 

proper 
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proper, however, to continue to fupply 
hin with fo dangerous a draught. 

My application to collect a number of 
words ; and above all, my anxiety to em- 
ploy them, enabled me, in a very fhort 
time, to explain myfelf very tolerably 5 
and I was already able to do without an 
interpreter, when M. de Vergennes gave 
orders to prepare an entertainment in~ 
tended for the foreign minifters, and all 
the Europeans fettled at Conftantinople, 
This excited the curiofity of fome Turks 
of diftin@ion, who were defirous of being 
prefent ; and I undertook to do the ho-+ 
nours to them, the more readily from the 
frefh opportunity it afforded me of pratifing 
their language. 

I was newly married, and the intimacy 
that fubfifted between the principal perfon 
amongft thofe Turks, and my father in 
law, added greatly to that favourable opi- 

“nion with which my zeal for information 
had already infpired him. On his arrival, 
he begged me to point out to him Madam 
de Tott from amongtt the ladies; and be- 
‘ coming 
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coming very foon attentive to her moft 
trifling motions, he followed her with his 
‘eyes, and appeared uneafy, if in the croud, 
the efcaped an inftant from his fight. Ex. 
eepting this anxiety, the coup d’ceil of the 
entertainmentappeared totallyto abforb my 
‘Turks, who put various queftions to me 
on this new fcene, not lefs amufing than 
inftructive. 

The ball is opened bya minuet; I am 
afked who is the gentleman that dances ?— 
It is the Swedith Envoy. ‘* What!” fays 
the Turk to me with furprize, «‘ the En- 
voy from Sweden?—The Minifter of a 
Court in alliance with the Sublime Porte ! 
—WNo, that is impoffible—-You are mifta- 
ken ;—look again.” ‘ I am not mif- 
taken,” faid I, ‘it ishe; yes, it is he 
himfelf.” The Turk at length convin- 
ced, caft down his eyes, fell into reflec- 
tion, and was filent until the end of that 
minuet, which was followed by another. 
A freth queftion to know the dancer? “It 
is the Dutch Ambaffador.” * Ob! as for 
that,” fays the Turk, gravely, “ I never 

will 
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vehi believe it. I know very well,” con- 
tinwed he, “* to what a‘heighth the Am- 
baffador of France can carty his magnifi- 
cence; and notwithftanding my farprize, 
Tcan carry that idea fo far as to conceive* 
that he is rich enough to make a minifter 
of the fecond order dance; but at what 
price can he obtain that fervice from an 
Ambaffador ? There cannot, poflibly, exift 
between them fo enormous a difference.” 
I made ofe of all the Turkith words I 
knew to explain to him, that thefe minifs 
ters were the objet of the entertainment ; 
that they were not paid for that purpofe, 
but danced for their pleafure; and that the 
Ambaffador .of France himfelf would 
dance: with difficulty I convinced him, 
Another abject, however, which he un- 
doubtedly thought more interefting, very 
foon occupied his attention. ‘ Ido not 
fee your wite!” faid,he, “Ob! yes 3 
there the is; but famebody is talking to 
her! Run and interrupt the converfa- 
tion.” «< Why foi” faid 1. He then 
explained himfelf more clearly ; and I was 

Vor. I. E .  endeae 
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endeavouiing to fatisfy him, when Madam 
de Tott, continuing her converfation, went 
into the room where the company was at 
play, and difappeared. Seeing this, the 
‘ Turk lofing all patience, rifes, and draws 
me after him. I fuffered him to draw me 
along, and foon found that the fight of 
feveral tables, where the men wese difput- 
ing about play, was not the fpectacle 
with which his friendfhip had alarmed 
him on my account. : 
Supper was ferved, and my friend fee- 
ing the company place themfelves at dif- 
ferent tables, was inclined to go. An un- 
eafinefs of a more ferious nature appeared 
to agitate him. I prefled him to ftay till 
the end of the entertainment. “ Every 
thing finithed,” {aid he brifkly ; * they 
are preparing to drink. Permit us to go; 
and if you will follow my advice, take your 
wife, and withdraw likewife.” ** I under- 
fland you,” faid I; “* but do not be un- 
eafy; every thing will pafs more peace~ 
ably than you imagine.” 1 infifted upon it, 
and fucceeded in conduéting my curious 
. friends 
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friends around all the tables, and in mak+ 
ing them fit down at that which was pre- 
pared for them. A few glafles of cordial 
gave them courage, and completely gained 
them; they ftaid till morning, and gave 
me to underftand, that if fuch an enter- 
tainment were to be given amongft them, 
it would not terminate without thirty 
murders. 

The knowledge I began to acquire of 
their charaéter, induced me to form fuch 
connettions as were capable of extending it. 
Amongft thofe whofe acquaintance I more 
particularly cultivated, was Murad Mol- 
lach, of the family of Damat Zade, which 
from the period of the conqueft of Con- 
ftantinople, has, in every generation, given 
Muftis to the‘empire ; and who was him- 
felf deftined for that dignity. I thall very 
often have occafion to {peak of this per- 
fon ; and the obfervations I fhall make on 
him, will ferye to elucidate the charagter 
of his nation. — 

To follow, as nearly as poffible, the 
shai of evénts to which I have been a wit- 

Ee nef 
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nef, let us caft an eye on thofe conflagra~ 
tions which ravage Conftantinople too 
frequently not to deferve to be men- 
tioned. I fhall fele&t the moft Striking 
inftance of this kind; I mean the fire 
which confumed two thirds of that im- 

menfe city a fhort time after our arrival. 
The Palace of France, fituated in the 
fuburb of Pera, overlooks the town and 
harbour of Conftantinople. The fire broke 
out in the morning near to the fhore and 
the walls of the Seraglico. The wind, 
which was northerly, made the fire run 
along thefe walls ; and about feven o'clock 
reached the Palace of the Vifir, fituated 
onthe middle of the hill. The Grand Sig- 
nior was prefent; but neither his orders, 
nor the efforts which were made to prevent 
it, could fave that vaft building from the 
flames; and the focus which it formed 
gave new adtivity tothem. The fire con- 
tinued to extend itfelf in the direétion of 
the wind, with the greateft rapidity. We 
were in hopes, however, thatin approaching 
the church of St. Sophia, the mafs of thar 
building 
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building would ftop the conflagration ; and 
accordingly all the fuccours were direfted 
to that quarter, in expectation of topping 
the progrefs of the flames; but the lead 
of the cupola, melted by the heat of the at- 
mofphere, running through the ftone gut- 
ters on the heads of the guards and work- 
men, left a full {cope to the activity of the 
fire. From that moment, nobody thought 
of ftopping it; and it was fuffered to de- 
vour every thing which fell in its way in 
the direétion of the wind, as far as the 
walls of the Admiralty, on the other fide 
of the hill, The confternation was gene- 
ral; yet every one congratulated himfelf 
at feeing the fire arrived at that period ; 
when the wind fhifting round with vio- 
lence to the eaft, carried that line of fire 
acro{s the town for more than twelve hun- 
dred toifes, (or about feven thoufand eight 
hundred Englith feet ;) the flames then 
rufhing towards the center of the city, 
formed thirteen diftin& branches of fire, 
the roots of which fucceffively uniting, 

C3 Conftan- 
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Conftantinople very foon became 2 burning 

fea. : 
The efforts which were then made, in- 
ftead of being ferviceable, only added to 
the calamity : a whole regiment of Janif- 
faries, employed in beating down fome 
houfes, at the head of onc of the branches, 
were furrounded by two lateral branches 
of the fire. The cries of the unfortunate 
wretches conveyed through the column of 
fire,, with thofe of the women and chil- 
dren who were fuffering the fame fate; 
the crath of the falling buildings; the 
crackling of the flaming planks, which 
were carried into the air by the vio- 
lence of the hcat; the tumult of the inha- 
bitants, threatened by the conflagration in 
every quarter, and who, to fecure them- 
felves from the moft dreadful mifery, were 
expofing their lives to fave a part of their 
effects ; every thing confpired to render it 
a fcene, the accumulated horsar of which 

is not to be defcribed. . 
But it is ftill more inconccivable, that 
the rebuilding of thefe houfes was not yet 
completed, 
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completed, before a frefh fire confumed 
them, without the inhabitants having it in 
their power to ufe any precaution for their 
fafety, Sultan Ofman, then upon the 
Throne, ftrove in vain to enlarge fome of 
the ftreets, and open fome new ones, 
to facilitate the neceflary affiftance: The 
Ppropietors joined in infifting on the entire 
poffeffion of the ground left them by their 
fathers. The government which had only 
known how to give orders when it was ne- 
ceffary to pay, was fo weak as to give way 
to this oppofition, which might have been 
fo eafily furmounted. Such is defpo- 
tifm. 

It might have been forefeen, that the 
robberies which are eafily committed un- 
der the pretence of giving affiftance to the 
houfes in the ncigbourhood of the fire, had 
very often been the caufe of thofe confla- 
gtations ; and the government thinking 
to remedy that evil, by forbidding any 
perfon to endeavour to extinguifh them 
until the arrival of the principal officers, 
only contribute to increafe it. It was, in 

E, — fad, 
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fact, giving time to the flames to acquire 
ativity. That law, therefore, was abo- 
lithed, the number of fire-engines aug- 
mented, and inftead of being kept, as 
heretofore, at the houfes of the governors 
ofeach quarter, were diftributed to the 
different guard-houfes, from whence the 
guards had orders to convey them on the 
firft alarm. But what were the confe- 
quences of this regulation ? That the per- 
fons who have the management of the en- 
gines, difplayed their adtivity with na 
other view than to extort money for the 
protection of the unfortunate, and to play 
upon the croud for their amufement ; that 
the guards, familiarized with thefe dif- 
afters, make a fport of them, and add to 
the public mifery, by ill treating the 
wretchcd fufferers ; that the workmen in- 
confiderately throw into the fire, inftead 
of removing the materials, which feed the 
flame, and that the multitude are intent 
upon plundering on all fides §. 
The 
§ The law has condemned the robbers in this fort 


of pillage to be thrown into the flames; but the ha- 
bie 


BARON DE TOTT, 57 


The Vifir, and all the great officers of 
the Porte, are obliged to appear on the 
f{pot, onthe firft intelligence of fire, to 
give the neceflary direftions, The Grand 
Signior himfelf never fails to appear if the 
fire makes any progrefs: the means of 
conveying him are ready on the firft fig- 
nal; he has a number of horfes faddled, 
night and day, and armed boats ready for 
that purpofe. The great officers ufe the 
fame precaution, and thefe difagreeable 
expeditions, which are frequent, very of- 
ten interrupt their a ; 

It is the duty of the guardians of the 


quarters, who are called Paffevans, to 
watch for fires during the night. They 
run through their diftrict, armed with 


large 


bit of beholding a number of wretches perith in that 
way, from the frequency and rapidity of the fires, 
produces this effect, that the danger to which one is 
every day expofed onefelf, confidered as a punith- 
ment, is from that circumftance, reduced pretty 
nearly to the misfortune of dying in one’s bed. The 
fevereft punifhments alone will never eftablith good 
order: it is the refult of an enlightened attention, 
which defpotifm never makes ufe of, 
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large fticks, tipped with iron, which they 
ftrike again{t the pavement, and awaken 
the peaple with the cry of yangen vor; or, 
there is a fire; and point out the quarter 
where it has appeared. A very high tower 
in the palace of the Janiflary Aga, as well 
as another at Galata, overlook all Con- 
ftantinople ; and there is a guard in each 
of thefe towers, conftantly looking out for 
the fame object. It is there that a fort of 
*larum, formed by beating two large drums, 
quickens the alarm, and conveys it rapid- 
Jy down the canal, from whence a vaft , 
concourfe of perfons who are interefted 
run to their fhops, as they often find them 
burnt or pillaged. 

It is for this reafon that the Befeftins 
have been built, either by the body of mere 
chants, or by individuals, who let out the 
warehoufes, as places of fecurity for the 
more precious merchandife, out of the 
reach of the flames, or to preferve them 
from plunder, in cafe of an infurrection, 
ora fire: Thefe buildings, which ferve 
at the fame time as ftrects, are built of 

: hewn 
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hewn ftone, and vaulted the whole length 
with brick. Each of them contains ar- 
ticles nearly of the fame kind; but if 
thofe of the goldfmith are of, the moft 
value, it is neither from their tafte, nor 
workmanfhip. 1 fhall have occafion in 
another place to {peak of the induftry of 
the Turks, 

After the misfortune of which I have 
been f{peaking, the refidence of the Grand 
Signior’s Minifters was transferred, until 
the palace of the Grand Vifir thould be 
rebuilt, to the palace of a Sultana, which 
had efcaped the fire; and M, de Vergen- 
nes, who had hitherto borne only the title 
of Envoy of France, having obtained that 
of Ambaflador, prepared to deliver his new 
credentials. 

Said Effendi, the fame who had been 
Ambaffador in France, was at that time 
Grand Vifir. We went to his audience, 
without intending to go to that of the 
Grand Signior before the fecond "Tuefday, 

the 
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the firft being too near*; but the Suftan, 
who was incognito at the Porte}, gave 
M. de Vergennes to underftand that he 
would receive him the next day. This 
Prince, of a paffionate, but feeble charac+ 
ter, impatient, and curious to excefs, af- 
forded us on our return a very fingular ex- 
hibition. We found him difguifed as a 
man of the law, and accompanied only by 
his Seliftar t, and his Devitdar§, both 

difguifed 

* The Grand Signior never gives audience to Am- 
baffadors bat on Tuefdays, which is the day of the 
Divan of the Seraglio. He ftays on the ground-fleor 
of a {quare tower, which bears his name, The Vifir, 
as well as the great Judges of Europe and of Afia, the 
Grand Treafurer, &c. are feated on benches, which 
go round the hall. Above the Vifir’s feat, oppofite 
to the gate, is a {mall window, with bars, and raifed 
about nine or ten feet, from whence the Grand Sig- 
nior can hear every thing which paffes in the Divan» 
but from whence, as he is made to believe, he nei- 
ther can be poniarded, nor can he poniard any other 
perfon. . 

+ This fignifies the refidence of the Vifir, where 
all the public offices are kept, and ail the other off- 
ers of the Porte fit in the day time, to carry on the 
affairs of their refpective departments. 

} The Sword-bearer, who executes the office of 
Grand Chamberlain, and Captain of the Guards. 

§ Secretary, and Keeper of the Royal papers. 
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difguifed as Tchoadars*. He had ftopt in 
one of the ftreets, to fee us pafs, andthe line 
of our march lying through the Afmey- 
dan +, we very foon faw the Prince, fome- 
times running by the fide of us, and at 
others fhortening his pace near the Am- 
baffador, whom he accompanied to the 
end of that place, whzn again running on, 
he paffed the ftreet at the head of the firft 
line of people, and entering by one of the 
gates of the garden of the Seraglio, went 
out towards the Admiralty, to fall in with 
us again on the Piert, where we embark- 
ed, and where he remaingd till our depar- 
ture, after which he re-entered, and we 
loft fight of him. 

I could not help remarking, that during 
the whole time this Prince accompanied usin. 
the placeof the Hippodromos, where our ap- 
pearance had attracted many curious peo~ 
ple, not one of them made the fmalleft 

movement 


* Servants who attend their mafters on foot. 

> Place of the Hippodromos. 

A fort of jotsec of ftone, or planks on piles, to 
facilitate the approach of boats for the purpofe of em- 
barkation and difembarkation, 
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movement tending to him, though there 
‘was not one of them who did not know 
him, and who was not terrified at his pre+ 
fence. But it is the nature of defpotifm to 
command, and to make them diffemble 
even their very fears. 

“I thall not enter into a detail of rhe 
ceremonial of the Grand Signior’s au- 
dience: travellers have already faid enough 
ofit to make me filent, on the fubje& of 
the varrious humiliations that Ambaffadors 
experience on fuch occafions: it will be 
more ufeful to difcufs the methods of 
avoiding. them; and I defcribe aed the 
manners of the Turks. 

Tt was remarkable, however, in this 
audience, that the Grand Signior, inftead 
of addrefling himfelf to his Vifir, to con- 
vey his anfwer, addrefled himfelf, dire@ly 
to M. de Vergennes, to whom the Drog- 
man of the Porte tran {lated it, and which 
‘was conceived in terms full of efteem for 
that Ambaflador, and by no means framed 
on principles of etiquette. This anfwer 
could not have been premeditated, but pro- 

ceed 
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ceeded {pontancoufly, from a fort of affabi- 
lity in the Prince. 

Sultan Ofman, in other refpetts fittle ca- 
pable of that energy fo often neceflary to a 
defpotic fovercign, made up for this defici- 
ency by an habitual impatienceand frequent 
fits of paffion. Selidtar-Pacha, young, full 
of confidence, and proudof the faveur of his 
matter, who had raifed him to the Vifiriate, 
thought he might give himfelf up, without 
fear and without reftraint, to fuch violent 
meafures, as, from their frequent repetition, 
excited a general murmur. hele cem- 
plaints, which always with difficulty reach 
the Throne, came very readily to the 
knowledge of the Sultan, in the walks he 
took incognito; and that Prince, enraged, 
at his favourite, made him attend at the Sc- 
raglio, in prefence of the Mufti, whom 
he had fent for on the occafion. The vio- 
tence of his paffion was fo great, that lay- 
ing hold of a pile of armé, he would him- 
felf have ftruck him, had not the chief of 
the law interpofed. “To reftrain his firit 
emotion, increafed no doubt the anger of 

Suttan 
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Sultan Ofman ; for his viim was very 
foon difpatched, and the Vifir ordered out 
of the inner apartment; but followed by 
an order, was ftopped between the two 
gates §. The Soliétar-Aga took from him 
the {eal of the empire, and his head, ftruck 
off upon the fpot, was expofed on 2 filver 
plate at the gate of the fecond Court, be- 
fore there was the leaft fufpicion of this 
firfE minifter’s lofs of favour |. 

The Ulemats, that celebrated body of 
lawyers, who never fail to feize the feeble 
remains of authority, to opprefs authority 
itfelf, who had until then been kept under 
fubjeétion by the influence of the Vifir, 
imagined, that after his death, they could 
bear their fway with more impunity. The 

Ulemats, 


§ The paffage from the firft court of the Seraglia 
into the fecond is fhut in by two gates, between 
which there are apartments in the towers, which 
flank the entry; the Porters occupy apart of it, but 
the principal apartment is called the Dgellate Odaffi, 
the Hangman’s Chamber. 

|| There was a writing likewife in the following 
words :—* It is thus all perfons are treated who 
abufe the favour of their matter.” 
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Ulemats, in faét, abufed the weaknefs of 
the Sultan to fuch a degree, as could not 
fail of drawing down his vengeance on 
that body, and his fury broke forth againft 
the Mufti. 

Fanaticifm, which every where produ- 
ces fanguinary, or abfurd laws, and often 
both, has eftablithed one in Turkey in fa< 
vour of thefe Ulemats, by which their 
<property cannot be confifcated, nor can 
they be punithed with death in any other 
way than by pounding them in a mortar, 
One does not very well fee the pleafure of 
fach a pre-eminence ; but it is not diffi- 
cult to perceive that the examples of fo 
terrible a punithment muft be lefs fre- 
quent, from the intereft thefe men of the law 
have in preventing their repetition. It was, 
without doubt, under the idea of this im- 
panity, that the Mufti received with in+ 
folence the menaces of his mafter; and 
this refiftance irritated Sultan Ofman fo 
much, that he ordered the mortars to 
be dug up which had been buried by 
Jength of time. This order alone produ- 

Vou. bE * F ced 
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ced the moft decided effe&t. The body of 
Ulemats, juftly terrified, were all fubmif- 
fion, and the famous Rachub Pacha, who 
‘was appointed Vifir, governed without op- 
pofition. 

Rachub united to the moft engaging 
manners, great ftrength of character. Ne- 
ver did a Vifir poffefs more the talents ne~ 
ceffary for his fituation. He knew how to 
corrupt with addrefs, and to overawe the 
moft audacious; always treacherous, al- 
ways malignant, but always able, and per- 
feet mafter of himfelf, he fet little value 
upon mankind, and loaked upon their 
lives as nothing. 

This Minifter had formerly been Pacha 
of Cairo, the place in all the empire the 
Jeaft adapted to hischarafter. The undif- 
ciplined ftate of the Bey-Mamelucs, prop- 
ped up however by force, had left him no 
other refource but corruption for his fup- 
port, without being the lefs expofed to 
aéts of violence. He had juft efcaped from 
the thot of a+ piftol, fired at him in his 
own Divan, when the Grand Signior cal- 

led 
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Jed him to the Vifirate> Rachub joined 
to all the talents neceffary to defpotifm, 
the moft ufeful general knowledge of the 
affairs of the empire, which he had ac- 
quired at the ‘treaty of Belgrade, when he 
had filled the poft of Mektoubtchy *. 

Thevarious employments through which 
this Minifter had fucceffively paffed, leav- 
ing no perfon the hope of becoming necef- 
fary tohim, he found every body difpo- 
fed to be fubfervient to his will; and jt 
‘was very foon remarked, that the habit of 
authority had taught him to exprefs his or- 
ders in a very wanton manner. 

*The interval between the death of Se- 
ligtar Pacha, and the elevation of Rachub 
to the Vifirate, had been filled by a great 
number of Vifirs, fone of whom were not 
fifteen days in office. We were tired of the 
frequent audiences occafioned by thefe 
changes, but it was neceflary, neverthe- 


* ® Mektoubtchy is a Minifter of ahe Porte of the 
fecond order: ‘Lnis place can only be compared to 
that of the firft Clerk of the firft Minifter, if fach 2 
one exifted. 4 

Fa . ef, 


68 MEMOIRS OF THE 


lefs, to appear at that of the new Minifter. 
The ceremonies ufual on thefe occafions 
were at anend; but Rachub was continu- 
ing a friendly converfation with the Am- 
baflador, when the Muzar Aga* coming 
into the hall, and approaching the Pacha, 
whifpered a word in his ear. We obferv- 
ed very plainly that the only anfwer he re- 
ceived was by a flight horizontal move- 
ment of the hand ; after which his High- 
nefs immediately refuming an agreeable 
fmile, proceeded to converfe a few minutes 
fonger with the Ambaflador. We left the 
hall of audience at length, to regain the 
bottom of the ftair-cafe, where we mount- 
ed our horfes, and nine heads cut off, and 
fanged on the outfide of the firft gate, ex- 
plained to us in paffing, the meaning of 
the ge(ture which the Vifir made ufe of in 
our prefence. : 
The inutility of precipitating in fuch a 
manner an execution which he could com- 
mand at any time with the greateft eafe, 
* This anfwers to the office of Grand Prevet in 


France. 
may 
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may lead one to prefumé, that this was 
preconcerted, in order to give us an opinion 
of the fpeedy juftice of the new Minifter, 
but we could difcover nothing in this fcene 
butits atrocity. This is the main-fpring 
of defpotifm ; it always overwhelms, but 
never punifhes: and thefe were the means 
conftantly employed by Rachub }. - 

But if the great men of the empire were 
compelled to fubmit to the ufe this Vifir 
made of his political principles, it was re- 
ferved for a woman of the lower clafs of the 
people to refift him with impunity; and 
as the nature of the fedition fhe occafioned 
is conneéted with the fubfiftence of Con- 
flantinople, it is important to lay open that 
part of the Turkith adminiftration. 

The Grand Signior. who makes a pub- 
lic monoply of the corn, for the fupply of 
the capital, receives that article from the 


*{ Under a defpotic government, the exiftence of 
every man in place muft be neceffarily precarious ; 
and no one can there gratify his ambition by filling 
them, without being indifferent about his own life. 
What value can he then be fuppofed to fet on the 
lives of others? 


“: 
F3 maritime 
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maritime provinces, where he has eftab- 
lithed the impoft Tchetirach ¢, which con- 
fifts in an obligation to deliver to the 
Grand Signior, at a very low price, a fti- 
pulated quantity ofcorn, which is convey- 
edinto his ftore-houfes by veffels freighted 
for his account. This article he fells again 
in retail to the bakers, who are obliged to 
receive and make ufe of it at the price fixed 
by his Highnefs. The neceffary confe- 
quence of this method of adminiftering af- 
fairs are, the prohibition of the exporta- 
tion of corn, the unavoidable knavery of 
the officers, who evade the order, the pe- 
rifhing of the grain which is ftored, and 
badly taken care of, very often unwhole- 
fome, and famine, is the laft refult. 
Conftantinople was threatened with this 
calamity ; bread diminithed in weight was 
-confiderably augmented in price; the ba- 
kers had even begun to adulterate it, and 
the only remaining hopes of a freth fupply 


£ The prodace of this monopoly belongs to the 
the Public Treafure: the management of it is en- 

trufted to the Tefterdar (Grand Treafurer.) 
of 
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of corn, depended on the arrival of feventy 
vefiels expected from the Black Sea ; when 
intelligence was received of the lofs of all 
thofe vefiels, caft away on the coaft, by 
miffing, in the night, the entrance of the 
Canal. Conftantinople was in confterna- 
tion, and one cannot think, without hor- 
ror, that this accident was occafioned by 
a kind of abufe, which would not ap- 
pear credible, did it not even now continue 
frequently to occur, 

Two very lofty light-houfes are placed 
at the mouth of the Black Sea, on the two 
promontories of Afia and of Europe, to 
point out the entrance of the Canal, to na- 
vigators, The government provides the 
oil neceflary for the confumption, and 
guards are paid for the daily lighting and 
fupplying them; but this government al- 
lows, at the fame time, the making of char- 
cogl along the whole coaft, although they 
might have forefeen, that under this pre- 
tence the inhabitants would kindle fires ca- 
pable of deceiving and mifguiding the ma- 
riner, in ftormy weather. They ought 

F4 
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alfo to have known, that the guards of the 
two light-houfes would intercept the light 
of the lantherns, that veffels might be caft 
way, and they profit by the wreck §. 

The firft method adopted by the govern- 
ment to remedy this misfortune, was, by 
a general order throughout the empire to 
take the feed corn from the hufbandmen. 
The fubfequent diftrefles of which they 
were laying the foundation, were over- 
looked, by the intereft of the moment ; the 
fole intcreft of defpotifm. Not only the 
ground corn, but beans and all kinds of 
pulfe were feized on, and avarice, which 
avails itfelf of every event, got pofleffion 
all forts of provifion, for the purpofe of 
adulterating its quality, yet without fup- 
plying the quantity demanded. 

It became neceflary to place guards on 
the ovens, which were perpetually befieged 


§ Homanity once abandoned to injuftice, very foon 
makes a {port of every crime, One ditorder always 
produces agreater, which is more certain when the 
laws authorize it by their example. Is there a legifla- 
tor who ought not to tremble at this dilemma? 


by 
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by a famithed people: a cake of dough, 
badly baked, was all that was delivered to 
each perfon; and the Turks prefenting 
themfelves, piftol or fwordin hand, com~ 
mitted all forts of outrages, 

In the midit of this diftrefs, which had 
oceafioned the rice likewife to be hoarded, 
the firmnefs of the Vifir had hitherto main- 
tained a fort of tranquility in the cityy 
when a woman of the lower clafs, old, but 
fearlefs of danger, raifing a mob amongft 
the women of her quarter, very foon in- 
creafed her troop, and hurried towards the 
granaries of rice, infulting the guards, who 
demanded, on the road, the reafon of this 
riotous aflembly ? The Janiffary Aga*, 
flies to the place with a numerous guard, 
but is repulfed by a fhower of ftones, the 
rice magazines are forced, and the pillage 
begun, when the Grand Signior arrives in 
perfon ; the old woman advanced towards 
him, and infulted him with menaces, 
openly defying the power of his foldiers ; 


* The General of the Infantry. 
ibe 
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fhe harangues him with intrepidity, pree 
vails upon, or rather makes him feel the 
neceffity of giving way, obtains a portion 
of rice for each of her combatants, and 
difmiffes her victorious band. 

The excefs of the abufes, however, 
which had produced a temporary reftora- 
tion of order, procured, for fome time, 
the fupply neceflary for commerce; the 
famine difappeared ; but the difeafes arif- 
ing from the unwholefome nourifhment, 
adding to the exhalations of the plague, 
that dreadful fcourge began its ravages, 
and {pread throughout the empire. 

The refearches which have been made 
into the caufes of that diforder, have been 
hitherto produttive only of opinions, either 
contradi€tory or belied by facts. It was 
thought to be of Egyptian origin; but it 
willappear, from my obfervations made in 
thefe countries, that this laft conjecture is 
abfolately without foundation. 

But, whatever be the caufe or origin, 
the focus which preferves it, and the caufes 
by which it is propogated, are clearly afcer- 

tained. 
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tained. Both one and the other arife from 
the dealers in old cloaths, and the condu& 
of individuals, at Conftantinople, who 
preferve .in their chefts, not only the 
cloaths, but even the furs of thofe who 
have died of the plague. This is taking, 
undoubtedly the moft effetual method to 
foment and perpetuate the feeds of the dif- 
order. It attacks infallibly thofe perfons 
who are fufceptible of it from the ftate of 
their body, and its progrefs is more rapid 
in that feafon when the humours are in 
fermentation. 

It was therefore towards the beginning 
of the {pring following the fcarcity, that 
the firft fymptoms of the plague began to 
make their appearance, which carried off, 
in that year, upwards of one hundred and 
fifty thoufand fouls in the city of Conftan- 
tinople alone; and the number of dead 
was fo great, a3 to authorize public prayers 
to God for a ceffation of this calamity ; 
for it may be proper to obferve, that the 
Turks bear it patiently, and without a 
murmur, until the daily lift of burials, 

! which 
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which pafs through the fingle gate of 
Adrianople, amounts to 999. This ia the 
ftated terms of their refignation ! - 

Neither the beginning, nor thedifferent 
periods of this diftemper, excite any fur- 
ther attention than what arifes from the 
frequency of the burials; but this {courge 
interrupts no bufinefs, and the movement 
occafioned by them keeps up the commu- 
nication, and increafes the progrefs of the 
evil. There is no reafon, however, from 
obfervation, to imagine, that the air 
contributes toward it; and habit which 
familiarizes us with the greateft difafters, 
and the moft certain dangers, procures as 
ready an affiftance for the fick, as in the 
flighteft epidemical fevers. The Turks 
fill find their greateft fecurity in a blind 
predeftination. 

The Greeks, the Armenians, and the 
Jews, who donot carry this prejudice tothe 
fame excefs, have ftudied a fort of remedy 
which they make ufe of with fome fuccefs, 
but never until the firft attacks of the dif; 
or are allayed; but it is remarkable 

that 


BARON DE TOTT. 77 


that cach of thefe nations has adopted a 
different regimen, peculiar to itfelf, and 
this fingularity muft be attributed, no 
doubt, to the difference in their food. It 
is, however, the fureft ‘method not to 
adopt this fa&t, which is afferted by feve- 
ral phyficians, but for whofe credibility I 
will not anfwer. 

The Europeans are the only perfons who 
take any precautions againft the infection ; 
long habit makes them too frequently 
negleétful, but never without the greateft 
rifque; and thofe who are not compelled 
to an abfolute refidence, withdraw them~ 
felves the more readily into the country 
during the plague; as that diforder, which 
begins its ravages in the {pring, ufually 
Inft until the beginning of winter. The 
Tile of Princes, fituated five leagues from 
Conftantinople, at the entrance of the 
gulph which forms the Sea of Mar- 
mora, was the place to which the French, 
formerly gave the preference; they are 
oe difperfed in different villages on the 

ders of the Canal, on the European 

fide 5 
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fide; andthe Ambaffadors in general, and 
the merchants of every nation, refide in the 
villages of Tarapia and Buyukdere; that 
of Belgrade, celebrated for the refidence of 
Lady Mary Montague, was for a long time 
preferred ; but the air, which is become 
unwholefome, has made it lofe that pre- 
ference. i, 

I had made choice of the {mall village. 
of Keffely Keuy, to get out of the way of 
all communication during the plague, of 
which I have been peaking. This village 
is fituated near to Buyukdere, where Mu- 
rad Mollach had his fummer refidence, and 
took fome liberties to the great fcandal of 
all true .believers. I went to pay hima 
vifit, and his tafte for drunkennefs, which 
I was able to fupply ; and my zeal for in- 
formation, which he could alfo gratify, 
made us more intimate. | 

This Effendi}, born in opulence, fon 
of the Mufti, and deftined himfelf to the 
Pontificate, knew no other law than his 
‘pleafure. 


+ Effendi, a man of the law. 
i Surrounded 
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Surrounded by numerous domeftics, al- 
ways ready to execute his orders, he had 
affumed the property and the criminal ju- 
rifdigtion of the village of Buyukdere; he 
had alfo extended his pretenfions to the 
two neighbouring villages. Favours, op- 
preffions, every thing there depended on 
him; and the government, far from op- 
poling the ufurpation, by difmiffing the 
complainants, added to their misfortunes 
that of having made a fruitlefs complaint, 
and the danger of having made any com+ 
plaint at all. Another method, as effectual 
of getting pofleffion of other men’s pro- 
perty, had for a long time furnifhed Mu- 
rad Mollach with the fums neceflary for 
his expences, and never did man know bet- 
ter how to multiply them. I have known 
him, while he was Kadi-lefker |], poffefs 


4 Kadi-lefkcer, this word fhould be Kadi-el-atker; 
thefe three words fignify Judge of the Tyoops, of 
whom there are two, one for Europe, and one for 
Afia; this laft has the precedence of the other: they 
are the two Chief Judges; every thing is fubmitted 
to their decifion : In g military government there are 
gothing but foldiers, 
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nine houfes, in each of which he had a 
wife, children, fervants, kitchen to feed 
them, workmen building every where, 
neighbours who were afraid of him, and 
creditors who fled from his prefence. 

Although Murad had only the title of 
Mollach of Mecca|{ when I firft became 
acquainted with him, one may conceive 
that he was at that time in high confidera- 
‘tion ; he was often vifited by men in of- 
fice, with whom, however, he was obliged 
to ufe fome precautions. 

The Boftandyg Bachi, the external of- 
ficer of the Seraglio, who the moft fre- 
quently approaches his mafter, who from 
his office muft give an account of ail irre- 
gularities, and who frequently takes his 

{| Mollach of Megca, is only a title peculiar to his 
yank, and which is preparatory to the office of Stam- 
bol Effendifi, a fort of Governor and Lieutenant of 
Police of Conftantinople; but this office, as well 
as thofe, of Kadi-lefker and Mufti, to do not fol- 
low in a regular rotation; arrived at the title of 
Kiabe Molai Mollach of Mecca, the Grand Sig- 
niot’s chaice isneceflary, who difpofes of thefe places 

+ at pleafure, provided the perfpn has pafled the third 
and fecond rank before the firft. 
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rounds to obferve them, came in one of his 
csaizes ty Buyukdere, where intending to 
yifit the Mollach, a, fervant of the latter 
informed him, that his mafter was gone 
to walk towards the meadow, whither the 
Boftandgy Bachi went to mect him. In 
the interim no time was loft to apprize the 
Effendi, who was at that time at my houfe, 
and fo well employed over a few bottles of 
Marafquino ‘cordial, that he appeared ta 
me in no condition for any other bufinefs, 
His fervant, however, arrives, and an- 
nounces that the Boftandgy Bachj is in the 
neighbouring meadow. -I was devifing 
fome expedient to prevent an interview, the 
confequence of which, from the fituation 
he was in, I very much dreaded; when 
perceiving my fears, “* You will fee,” 
fays he to me, fmiling, < the influence of 
the mind over the body.” He fuffers his 
-fervants, however, to fuppott him to the 
door of the ftreet, ‘ where he puthes them 
from him, walks fteadily, enters pracipi- 
tately into the Mofque, which was edly 
ae diftant, and Praia Be 
OL. 
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to tell the Boftandgy Bachi he .was at 
prayers; from whence, a moment after, 
he goes to the place where that officer 
waited for him, receives his homage, dif- 
miffes him, and returns to laugh with me 

at my apprehenfions on his account. 
Murad Mollach, too much accuftomed 
to excefs, was not eafily controuled. He 
fubmitted, however, on the reprefenta- 
tions I made him, to ufe {piritous liquors 
with more moderation, and confented only 
to make himfelf at times a little gay, Our 
converfations became, in confequence, more 
interefting. It was from him that Idrew 
what I have already {aid about the women ; 
and his women, who paid frequent vifits 
to Madame de Tott, very much enriched 
my ftore of knowledge on that fubjeét. 
Being inclined to fee with my own eyes 
this flock for which the thepherd cared but 
little, 1 once entered haftily into their 
apartment: there was a general cry; it 
was only the old, however, who ftrove to 
hide their faces; but the vanity of the 
young ones was apparent, from the flow- 
nefs with which they took that precaution, 
We 
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We may fuppofe that Murad Mollach, 
conftantly difguited with the women he 
already had, increafed their number from 
no other motive than to procure new flaves, 
who he foon loft fight of. I was one day 
taking coffee with him in one of his kiotks, 
and was endeavouring to demonftrate to 
him, that fince his fyftem of predeftina- 
tion did not oblige a Turk to ftay iu his 
houfe if it was burning, he might, with 
the fame propriety, avoid the plague when 
it broke out; and our difpute was becom- 
ing ferious, when 2 little child, of abous 
four years old, with naked fett, and badly 
clad, came to kifs his hand. The Mol- 
lach careffes him; makes me look at the 
child, and afked him who was his father ? 
** You,” replied he, brifkly—‘¢ What ! I 
your father? and what is your name?” 
“ Jufuf.”  “ But, who is your mother ?”* 
*"Katidgee.”——* Ah! good Katidgee {” 
Ay, indeed,” Says the Effendi to me, 
coldly, * I did not know him.” “ How,” 
fays Ito him, ‘ you do not-know either 


Gi your 
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yout children or their mothers? If you 
are a ftranger to fuch things as thofe, what 
is there which can intereft you ?” 

Tue Motracn. 

I partly agree with you; but admit alfo, 
that this mighty intereft which you re- 
proach rhe with not feeling, is rather ideal. 
The offspring of illufion, is it not nou- 
tifhed by vanity? Need I with for any 
fuch refource? No, certainly, but curiofity 
is my only fentiment. 

Tue Baron. 

I believe it is alfo that of many others, 
and I fhould forgive you, were it not ex- 
clufive; but to love nothing, not even 
one’s children, that is certainly to live 
in a forlorn ftate, in the moft dread- 
ful folitude ! 

Tue Motracn. 
theft are only high-founding words, 
which explain nothing, and furnifh no de- 
terminate idea: Let us be candid: All 
men have the fame fenfafions ; their Plea- 
fares do not differ,’ but their prejudices, as 
well 


BAORON DE TOTT, 85 


well as their cuftoms, produce thofe vari- 
eties from which arife the moral fenfa- 
tions which modify their natural ones. Let, 
us not confound thefe. Would you think 
of affimilating the infignificant regulations’ 
of a fmall fociety, with the eternal laws of 
the Eternal Being ? 
‘Tue Bazon. 

You are of opinion then, that, without 
making fo vain and abfurd a comparifon, 
one cannot believe in the filial fentiment ? 

Tue Motvacs. 

We muft always believe in what we 
feel, and feel the moft we can; but we 
mutt not conclude that all our fenfations 
are fo ingrafted in our nature ; then we are 
wanting to her dictates in not fecling 
them. We have juft agreed that there are 
fenfations purely moral, which a¢ting on 
our natural difpofition, controul it, and 
do not belong to it. We refign ourfelves 
to thofe fenfations, and fondly cherifh 
them from habit ; and perhaps they merit 
all that preference that is poffible. You 
fee that I enter into your ideas ; try to en- 

G3 ter 
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ter into ours, It requires no great effort 
to perceive, that the eafe with which we 
fatisfy our inclinations produces indiffer- 
ence; it is the fault of our cuftoms, we 
cannot change them: they procure us be- 
nefits, without employment; and em- 
ployments, without benefit. Every thing 
is balanced :—but as long asI am curious, 
I fhall never be fo unhappy as you ima- 
gine, 

One could eafily perceive that Murad 
puthed that curicfity fomctimes beyond 
the proper bounds ; but this his metaphy-~ 
fics did not attempt to juftify : he was con- 
tent with making a free ufe of it. 

Amongft the number of his attendants, 
the same of Haidout Muftapha had often 
ftruck me ; the firft word fignifying robber, 
which had been, in fact, Muftapha’s for- 
mer trade. He ftill thought that title an 
honour, and his mafter ordered him to 
give me an account of the crimes he had 
committed. The narrative of a hundred 
heroic a@tions could not have been given 
with more noblenefs and modefty, than 

thig 
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this rafcal aflumed in recounting to us the 
various murders and villainies with which 
he was polluted. A great number of fer- 
vants, who had flocked to enjoy his nar- 
rative, joined in their applaufe ; and when 
he had finifhed,—-** Agree with me,” fays 
the Mollach, ‘ that this rogue has a great 
deal of courage.” ‘¢ There is, at leaft,” I 
anfwered, ‘¢ a good deal of courage in thus 
braving the laws, by conteffing his crimes ; 
and without your fupport, I fuppofe he 
would already have paid dearly for it,” 
Not at all,” replied he coolly, ‘* the law 
can no longer do any thing with him; he 
has never fallen under its lafh whilft he 
exercifed his trade, and he cannot be pur 
nifhed now that he has quitted it +.” 
This fame fellow was afterwards em-" 
ployed by his mafter to look after a fort of 
theep-fold, together with one of his fellow 
fervants, who was found dead by the blow 


+f The robbers in Turkey are like unlifcenfed me- 
chanics ; if they efcape the laws, and with their pro- 
fits purchafe a privilege, they are free to exercife their 

trade; a Pachalick in Turkey gives general licence. 
G4 of 
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of a hatchet, in the fame hut where they 
had flept together; and Haidout Mufta- 
pha, with the utmoft eiiontery, was the 
firft to announce the event. He was gee 
nerally looked upon as the murdercr; but 
the fac was too recent, no doubt, for him 
to boatt of it. The Mollach, however, 
who had no doubt of it, full continued him 
in his fervice, and was conftantly attend- 
éd in his walks by this brave fellow, who 
had given fuch frequent proofs of his cour- 
age. 

The inconveniencies of fhooting in a 
country where rogues are more common 
than paiiridges, induced me to give the 
preference to fithing, where I might hope 
for more tranquility. 1 frequently partook 

“of this diverfion, by going in a boat into a 
little bay on the coait of Afia, near the 
mouth of the Black Sea, and on the other 
fide of the fartheft cafthes which the Turks 
had then built. “ : 

Several young men were in company 
with me, and we carried cach of us our 
gan, to amufe us on the way by fhooting 
‘ gabions, 
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sions §, a fort of aquatic bird, with 
which the Canal is covered. ‘Two boat~ 
men, Greeks, rowed our boat, baited our 
Jines, and caft our nets for us. We were 
fix hooters, and the birds having drawn 
usacrofs the Canal, on the fide of Afia, 
which they prefer on account of the curs 
rents, we coafted it, and kept firing at them . 
from time to time. This obliged us to 
pafs near the caftle of Afia, oppofite to 
which I knocked down a gabion. One of 
the Boftandgy’s officers, who commanded 
there, was fitting {quat at the foot of his 
tower, and gravely refpiring with the 
fmoke of his pipe, all his iniolence of of- 
fice. My boatmen obferved to me that he 
made usa fign to approach the fhore. I 
then afked him what he wanted? ‘“ To 
fpeak to you,” fayshe: “ AndI,” faid I, 
*, have nothing to fay to you.—~I am going 
to fith in fuch a place; if you like the di- 
verfion, come along, I will hear what you 
have to fay.” The Turk then affecting 
fome refpect for me, declared that it was 
§ The Twkith word is martin ; a fort of feagull. | 
* only 
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only to my boatmen he wifhed to talk; 
who, terrified at this, concluded it was to 
call them to account for the fhot I had 
fired near the caftle; but I foon encour- 
aged them, by promifing to ftand by them ; 
and I again afked the Turk to come and fith 
with us, if he was fond of the diverfion : 
but irritated, no doubt, at my ftile of con- 
tempt, he anfwered me very coolly, ‘I'll 
go there, and find you ;” and we proceed 
ed on our expedition. 

One only of the young men in company 
appeared uneafy at the anfwer of the Turk. 
Born in the country, he had imbibed with 
his milk 2 pufillanimous timidity, which 
ferved to divert us, by faying to him every 
moment, “ Here come the Boftandgis !” 
Nobody, in faét, believed that they would 
really come after us, nor did we {ce any fuf- 
ficient reafon to induce them. We had 
fearcely entered the bay, however, where 
‘we intended to fith, before we difcovered 
the guard-boat coming towards us. 

No alternative was now left, but to 
prepare for battle, which might be attend- 
‘ ed 
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#4 with difagreeable confequences ; but we 
were fo temote from all affiftance, that we 
mouft either refolve to conquer or be beaten. 
There was no hefitating, fo 1 took the com- 
mand, and acted in the double capacity of 
foldier and politician. 1 firft ordered my 
boatmen to caft their lines and nets, that 
the enemy, obferving this, might fee that 
‘we were not afraidof them. I affured my 
two Greeks alfo, that they had nothing 
to fear, and our arms being prepared, I 
gave orders to oyr mufketry to take aim at 
the Boftandgis, as foon as I paid their offi- 
cer that compliment ; but by no means to 
fire before I did. Having made this difpo- 
fition, and the ‘Turkith boat being already 
near us, I thought it confiftent with the 
European dignity to bear down upon him. 
The fellow had alfo his Turkith dignity, 
and conftruing this meafure into a proof of 
my fubmiffion, he left off rowing to wait 
for me, which I no fooner perceived, than 
I changed my manoeuvre, to get at 2 dif- 
ance from him; and on his invitation to 
sontinue to approach him, I anfwered that 

at 
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it was his bufinefs to come after me, if he was 
determined to fpeak to me. ‘* Very well,” 
fays he. My boat, however, at that time, 
lay athwart the prow of his, which was, 
befides, much larger. He ordered his peo- 
ple to row in fuch a manner as to fink our 
boat, by itriking us dire€tly in the middle 3 
and this would infallibly have happened, 
had 1 not taken aim at tim, which motion 
was followed by my companions, crying 
out, at the fame time, that if he made 
another ftroke with his oars, I would fhoot 
him as 1 had done the gabion. The fight 
alone of the end of our pieces made 
thefe brave fellows change thcir helm, and 
Jye upon their oars. Our boats now ran 
along-fide of each other, -and keeping the 
enemy always in awe, we began our con- 
ference. ' 
At firft I had fome difficulty to obtain 
permiffion to play the.pringipal character ; 
forthe Turk whom] had juft humbled, faid 
tothe boatmen, * that Frank does not un 
deritand me; do you ipeak.” One muft 
be apquainted with the crouching meannefs 
of 
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of 4 Greek towards 2 Turk, to judge of 
the degree of infolence my boatmen ven- 
tured to difplay in anfwering the officer, 
that I {poke the Turkith language bet- 
ter than he did;” and he was at leagth 
forced to addrefs himfelf to me. 


Turk. 

Has Conftantinople then paffed under 
the yoke of the Infidels? By what right 
do you prefume to oppofe the guard which 
looks after the fafety and good order of the 
Canal ? 

Evrorgan. 

And by what right do you prefume your- 
felf, to violate the engagements of your 
mafter, by molefting his beft friends ? 

Tur. 

I do not moleft you ; but it is forbid to 
thoct here without permiffion: thew me 
your authority. 

Evrorean. 

Where did you fee any body fhoot hares 
in a boat? Iam fifhing, and the fithery is 
free. 


Turk, 
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Turk. 

No, nothing is free here, not even the 
walks, and I havea long firman §, to which 
you muft fubmit. 

European. 

Yes, when I have feen its 

Tours. 
You cannot read. 
European. 

Better than you; but I fee that you 
have none. You are a fellow who make 
ufe of falfe pretences: we are ftridtly in 
order. 

Tork. 

How ! Have you not fired a thot oppo- 

fite the Imperial fortrefs * 
European. 

Before you, I admit that I have fired; 
but before a fortrefs, that is impoffible, 
without you beftow that name on an old 
pigeon-houfe you were fitting under. This 
was furely not a very refpeétable objec, 
and I will make you repent your infolence, 


+} An order iffved from the Porte in the name of 
the Grand Signior. 
The 
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‘The Boftandgy Bachi is my friend, and 1 
thall defire him to beftow a hundred ftrokes 
of his {tick upon you, before my door, by 
way of amufing myfelf. 

‘Turk. 

Why are you out of humour? Have I 
done you any harm? 

EvrorEan. 

No; thanks to my gun, which fright- 
ened you. 

Turk. 

Cannot one enter into an explanation 
with you, without your being in a paffion ? 
As for me, I am not out of humour; Iam 
your friend, treat me in the fame manner, 
and amufe yourfelf. 

Evurores w. 

Oh! I underftand you; a dollar would 
be very acceptable, but you thall not 
have it. 

Turx. 

What, nothing! 

Evnorzan. 

No; nothing but the rain, which will 

certainly 
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certainly wet you if you don’t make hafte 
and get to your pigeon-houfe. Adieu ! 

This adventure, which terminated by 
the reta.at of the affailants in the fight of 
fiveral ‘furki2: ffhermen acquainted with 
that coat procured us from them the moft 
favourable reception ; and we found them 
on landing much more attentive than ufual. 
I did not fail, on my return, to make my 
complaint to the Boftandgy Bachi, who 
gave him orders to afk my pardon, and we 
became very good friends. 

There was this year, at Conftantinople, 
one of thofe winds fo formidable through- 
out all Afia, which the Turks call cham 
yiely, the damafk wind; it blows mode- 
rately from fouth fouth eaft, but loads the 
atmofphere with an earthy fog, which 
darkens the air, and contributes, no doubt, 
by that, more than by its exceffive heat, to 
fuffocate the travellers and country people 
who are unacquainted with the method of 
preferving themfelves, by breathing from 
time to time with thtir mouths againi 
the ground ;_ even in the houfes onc is very 

much 
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much incommoded by it; and for three 
days that this wind continued, I was un- 
der the neceffity of placing my mouth 
often againft the wall, in order to refpire 
more freely. 

Excepting this wind, which very feldom 
blows, the climatc of Conftantinople adds 
much to the beauty of its fituation. They 
have fearcely any other than foutherly 
and northerly winds, which fucceed each 
other, and often clath together at the point 
of the Seraglio. The latter are generally 
trade-winds in fummer, that die away at 
the fetting of the fun, and begin to blow 
at about ten in the morning, and during 
the great heats, much later. The fouth+ 
erly winds prevail generally in winter, and 
regularly follow the fhow ftorms from the 
northward, and which they very quickly 
melt. It is obferved, however, that the 
firft day of the foutherly wind after the 
foow, conveys avery tharp cold to Con- 
ftantinople, and producesthe hardeit frofts ; 
it then becomes more mild, makes athaw, 
and is productive fometimes of the greateft 
beats. 

Vou. 1. H The 
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‘The fituation of Mount Olympus, which 
is conftantly covered with fnow, is the 
caufe and explanation of this phenomenon. 
This lofty mountain, at the foot of which 
is built the ancient town of Prufa §, is 
fituated in Afia, in fight, and in the meri~ 
dian of Conftantinople. The freth fnows 
that are earttied there by the northerly 
winds, produce an exceflive cold, which 
the firft blaft of the foutherly wind con- 
veys to Conftantinople ; and it is not till 
the atmofphere is cleared of that frozen 
air, that it refumes its charatteriftic mild- 
nefs. The pofition of that city renders it 
alfo very liable to frequent ftorms, which 
are followed by a rapid brightnefs in the 
north-weft, and the wind from that quar- 
ter very foon piles up the clouds in heaps 
aver Afia Minor. This is at leaft the pic- 
ture of the heavens in this country, as they 
commonly appear. The northerly breezes, 
‘by reftething the Canal, add to the beauty 
of the different fituations on its borders 


§ A town byilt bp Hannibal, 
oh 
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on the two coafts of Afia and of Europe, 
which attraét all the great men of the em 
pire, who repair there in fummier to their 
country-houfes ; and as the moft beaut 
ful fituations are occupied by the Grand 
Signior, or laid out in walks, thefe palaces 
ferve to decotate the Canal. They alfo 
afford profpects fo much the more agree+ 
able, as that nature is no where fatigued 
by ftraight line plantations, cfopt atbours, 
and maffes of ftone, that fubftitute 4 burn- 
ing fandy terrace, for the natural and freth 
lawns to which the Turks give the pre+ 
ference, 

It is perhaps neither owing t6 want ¢f 
art, nor to good tafté, which fets a proper 
value on fimplicity, that we muft attri- 
bute the pains taken by the Turks to pre~ 
ferve nature, in order to enjoy it in its pri- 
mitive fate, They are particularly fond 
of the fhade of large trees, and facrifice 
even the plan of their heufes to their pre- 
fervation. I have feen 2 houfe where the 
architeét had preferved a handfome elov of 
longer ftanding than the proprietor, m the 

He: midft 
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midft of a gallery, through which it was 
faffered to pierce, for no other purpofe 
than to thade the roof. All the trees on the 
ground are preferved, in what manner fo- 
ever they happen to be placed; and, in 
general, the plan of the building is go- 
verned by them, and this, no doubt, be- 
caufe in a hot climate the fhade of large 
trees is neceflary. Under a defpotic go- 
ernment, aman mutt enjoy the trees that 
che can find; he has not the time to fee 
them grow up. 

Hanum Sultana, the Grand Signior’s 
niece, had a handfome palace on the Canal, 
where the pafied the fummer; her uncle, 
Sultan Ofman, often went to fee her, and 
that Princefs had fo much influence over 
him, as to furnifh matter for fcandal. Stil 
yonng, yet long fince married, the had 
fearcely known her hufband, who had 
been appointed to a Pachalick fhortly after 
jis marriage. The intereft of the differ- 
ent Vifirs kept him at adiftance, the laws 
did not allow the Sultana to go to him, 
and the fentiment the uncle had for the 


niere 
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niece, was not calculated to bring the cou- 
ple together. 

The manner in which the word Sultana 
is abufed in Europe, induces me to make 
fome obfervations, which will ferve, I 
hope, to rectify every error on that head. 

The word Sutan, is only atitle of birth 
appropriated to the Ottoman Princes, born * 
onthe throne, and to thof of the Gengif- 
kan family. This word, which is pro- 
nounced Soultan, is, without doubt, alfo 
the true etymology of Soudan; and this 
title in Egypt is fynonimous with that 
of a King; but neither in Turkey, nor 
Tartary, does it imply any idea of fove~ 
reign authority. The title of Kam is pe- 
culiarly attached to the Sovereign of the 
Tartars, and is equivalent to that of Chach, 
Signifying King, with the Perfians, from 
wwhence is derived Padi Chach, Great King, 
which the Ottoman family has affumed, 
either for the purpofé of refufing or grant- 
ing it to different powers, who have not 
perceived, perhaps, that there would have 
been more addrefs and dignity in not ac- 

H3 know- 
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lnowledging, than in claiming this title: 
That of Sultan gives its poffeflors the capa- 
city of fucceeding to the throne, and the 
eftablifhed order of facceffion amongft the 
Turks is always in the oldeft of the family, 
who muft, as I have already faid, be born 
on the throne. 

Sultan Mahamout dying without iffue, 
after a reign of one and twenty years, 
left the empire to his brother Ofman, 
the eldeft of four remaining fous of 
Sultan Achmet, who was dethroned by 
a revolution. Muftapha, who fucceeded 
Ofman, Bajazet who died in the Seraglio, 
and Abdul Amid, the reigning Sultan, 
were about the fame age with Ofman, who 
Jeaving no pofterity, his family was threat- 
ened with deftrudtion, had his reign lafted 
as long as it might have done; but it was 
only of three years duration, and Sultan 
Moftapha very foon gave two heirs to the 
empire, one of whom is now living in the 
perfon of Sultan Selim, who was fhut up 
after the death of his father, but deftined 
to fucceed his uncle, Abdul Amid, to the 

exclufion 
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ex¢lufion of his living and unborn ceufins, 
It isto be hoped that this Prince, tit 
young, will mount the throne at an age 
capable of enfuring the continuance of the 
dynafty of the Ottoman Princes, to which 
tihs order of fucceffion has frequently 
threatencd to put an end, an event fuffi- 
cicnt alfo to annihilate the empire, to the 
poffeffion of which no law gives any claim 
to the Gengifkan race. This prejudice, 
which has gained credit, has induced me 
to inform myfelf of its truth from the Kam 
of the Tartars, and that Prince has affu- 
red me, that it has no foundation. It may 
be prefumed, however, that in cafe of the 
extinétion of the Ottoman family, the fac- 
tions which would tear ‘n pieces its inhe- 
ritance, muft decide the men of the law to 
call one of the Sultan Tartars to the throne, 
for want of the collateral branches, which 
the feeblenefs of the defpot, armed with 
the moft atrocious berbarity, has cut off at 

their birth. 
I donot, however, fpeak of thofe branches 
which may {pring from the Princes fhut 
Hs up 
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up by policy in the interior of the Se. 
raglio, and who are allowed to have wives; 
their children born between the throne 
and the ftate, would neither belong to the 
one nor the other. A falfehood may like- 
wife {pare nature the horror of knowing 
they are deftroyed, and prejudice may ftill 
further propogate the flattering error, that 
the wives of thefe Princes are no longer of 
an age to render the crime neceffary. 

But the daughters and fifters of the 
Grand Signior, married to the Vifirs and 
great men of the cmpire, live feparate- 
ly in the palaces, and the male infant of 
the marriage muft be fmothered at the 
fame moment, and by the fame hands that 
bring it into the world. This is at once 
the moft public and moft inviolable law. 
no veil is thrown over the horror of thefe 
murders. A cowardly fear produces thefe 
affaffinations, more than the real intereft 
of the throne. What advantages of fitua- 
tion can confale thefe unhappy Princeffes ? 
-~—But what frefh horror! The pride of 
their birth, which compels this crime, 

more 
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more monftrous than the crime itfelf, not 
fatisfied with the vidtim, {mothers even the 
cry of nature. 

If the female children alone efcape this 
murderous law, they are obliged to add to 
the title of Sultana, that of Hanum, a 
title common to all women of eafy for- 
tune; and the children of both fexes which 
thefe Princeffes are able to preferve, return 
in the next generation into the general 
clafs: they bear no longer any title of dif- 
tinétion. Defcended from a grand-daugh- 
ter of the Grand Signior. they are already 
ftript of all the influence of paternal fenti- 
ments. The great grandfather has already 
loft fight of them in the obicuricy ot their 
birth. 

Such istherule of eftablithing the rank of 
Sultana amongft the Turks. The T'artars, 
more humane, becaufe they are not defpo- 
tic, fmother nobody : they content them- 
{elves with making the Sultana’s fon adopt 
the name, the rank, and titles of the Mir- 
za whom fhe has chofen to be its father. 

That 
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That female flave of the Seraglio, who 
becomes the mother of a Sultan, and who 
may live long enough to fee her ion mount 
upon the Throne, is alfo the only woman 
who can, at that period alone, acquire 
without the advantage of birth, the dif 
tinétion of Sultana valide, Sultana mot her. 

Maintained until then in the interior of 
her pzifon, with her fon, fhe muft be con- 
tented only to poffefs the efteem which he 
may have for her. It is evident that the 
title of favourite Sultana is the more ab- 
furd; for that, if fhe be the Sultana, the 
cannot avow that fort of preference; and 
the moment fhe can poffefs it, fhe is no 
longer Sultana. 

The title of Bache Kadun, principal wo- 
man, is the firft dignity of the Grand Sig- 
nior’s harem: fhe has a larger allowance 
than thofe who have the title of fecond, 
third, and fourth woman; but thefe ad- 
vantages do not always indicate the real fa- 
vourite. The reigning Grand Signior had 
confecrated thefe diftinGtions to his grati- 
tude, by beftowing them on women wha 

had 
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had partaken of his retirement. He can 
difpofe of them at his pleafure, by confin- 
ing thofe who already poflefs them in the 
old Seraglio. WNone of thefe four women 
are married to him: they reprefent only 
the four free women which the law allows, 
One may prefume alto, that they arc there 
only for fhow. 

Thave already faid, that the difficulty 
of accefs to the Grand Signior’s harem, 
where only a few doétors are admitted, 
and that, after removing every thing but 
what is connected with the diforder, leaves 
no other method of judging of it than 
from the knowledge of the cuftoms which 
prevail in the harems of individuals. 

The Palace even of a Sultana, where 
every thing, ‘even to her hufband, is at her 
command, can give no infight into what 
paffes in the Seraglio. I do not pretend, 
therefore, to caft a ray of lightAnto that 
truly inacceffible dungeon ;_nor am I going 
to offer any objets of comparifon; 1 thal} 
confine myfelf to fimple details, which 
ought to be deemed curious; they give at 

leaft 
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Jeaft a piGure of manners, and Iam happy 
in fatisfying, in this refpe&, the anxiety 
of the public, by defcribing, as Madame 
de Tott diétates to me, a vifit fhe made 
with her mother to Sultana Afma, daughter 
the Emperor Achmet, and fifter to his fuc- 
ceflors to this day. 

Under the reign of Sultan Mahamout, 
this Princefs ftill young, and prejudiced by 
the example of her brother in favour of the 
Franks, was defirous of converfing with 
an European woman. My mother in law, 
although born in Turkey, anfwered the 
purpofe of her curiofity, and was invited 
to wait on her with her daughter. The 
female attendant of the exterior of the Pa~ 
lace, was direéted to receive, and condu& 
them to the Sultana. On their arrival at 
the Seraglio of that Princefs, (the fame as 
Thave already faid that the Vifir was lodg- 
ed in after the fire) the condudtrefs made 
them enter by a firft and fecond iron gate, 
guarded by different porters ; but who were 
in no way different from the ordinary race 
of men, any more than the guardian of the 

third 
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third gate, which opening all at the com- 
mand of the intendante, difcovered feverat 
black eunuchs, who, with white ftaves in 
their hands, preceded the female ftrangers 
through an inner court, entrufted to their 
keeping, and introduced them into a large 
room called the ftranger’s chamber. 

‘The Kiaya Cadun, or Intendante of the in- 
terior apartments of the Seraglio, came todo 
the honours, and the flaves fhe had brought 
affifted the two ftrangers to uamafk and 
fold up theirveils, whilft their miftrefs went 
to acquaint the Sultana with their arrival. 
The Princeis, however, devoted to the pre+ 
judices of her religion, would only receive 
the vifit from behind the blinds, that fhe 
might fee, without being feen; but my 
mother in law declaring the would with- 
draw if the Sultana perfifted in concealing 
herfelf, the negociation was terminated by 
the confent of the Princefs, who contrived 
time to think of her drefs, by inviting my 
mother to reft herfelf a little before the 
caine up to ner apartment. Condutted ac- 
cordingly foon after by the Intendante and 

: a great 
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‘a great number of flaves, they found the 
Sultana, on entering her apartments, richly 
drefled, and fet off with all her diamonds, 
feated in a comer of a rich fopha that fur- 
nifhed her faloon, the tapeftry + and 
and carpets of which were of gold and fil- 
ver lyons ftuff, fewn together in breadths 
of different colours. The /e/iées §, co- 
vered with fattin, ftriped with gold, car- 
ried and {pread before the Sultana, ferved. 
for them to fit on; whilft fixty young girls, 
richly clad, and in loofe robes, divided 
themfilves on the right and left at the en- 
trance of the hall, forming two rows, with 
their hands crofed on their waifts, 

After the firft compliments, the Prin- 
ccfs’s queftions turned upon the liberty en- 
joyed by our women. She compared it 


+} The Turks are very little acquainted with this 
Lind of luxury, which 1s only to be found within the 
hareme, where a kind of curtain extends behind the 
cufhiows, and covers the wall half way up: but the 
hall of the throne, which bas no fopha, is entiredy 
covercd with tapeftry. 

§ Selictes 1s a fmall cotten mattrefs, covered with 
fuf, 
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with the cuftoms of the harem, and fhowed 
fome difficulty in conceiving, how the 
face of a young girl could be viewed be- 
fore marriage by her future hufband. But, 
thefe different queftions difcufled, the con- 
curred in the advantages refulting from 
our cuftoms, and giving loofe to the natu- 
ral fenfations arifing from her own perfonal 
fituation, fhe exclaimed againft the barba~ 
rity of the inftitution, which, at thirteen 
years old, had put her in the power of a 
decrepid old man, who, by treating her 
like a child, had only infpired her with 
difgutt. He died, however, at lafi, added 
the; but am I more happy? “ Ten years 
have I been married to a young Pacha, 
who, they fay, is young and amiable, but 
we have never fecn each other.” 

‘The Princefs then faid many polite 
things to the two European ladies, and 
gave orders to her Intendante to treat them 
handfomely ; and after taking a walk, to 
provide an entertainment for them iu the 
garden, and to re-conduct them to her to 
conclude the vifit. : 

The 
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The Intendante led them accordingly to 
her apartments. where they dined alone 
with her; whilft a number of flaves, form- 
ing a row around the table, were wholly 
employed in ferving them. 

The dinner finithed, and the coffee 
ferved, the European ladies were offered 
pipes, which they refufed, and which the 
Intendaute hardly gave herfelf time to 
finifh, before the conduéted her guefts into 
the garden, where freth bands of flaves 
were arranged near a very beautiful kiofk, 
the place where the company were to af- 
femble. 

This pavillion, richly furnifhed and or- 
namented, built over a large bafon of wa- 
ter, occupied the middle of the garden, 
where efpaliers of rofes, rifing on all fides, 
concealed from the eye the lofty walls that 
formed this prifon. Small foot paths, very 
natrow, and paved with mofaic, were, ac- 

‘cording to cuftom, the only walks in the 
the garden; but a great number of pots, 
and bafkets of flowers, prefented to the 
eye a little clufter, beautifully coloured, 

; invited 
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invited the fenfes to partake of their fweets 
in the corner of a good fopha, the only 
objet of this fort of walks. They were 
fearcely feated, before the eunuchs, who 
had headed the proceffion, ranged them- 
felves in a row at fome diftance from the 
kiofk, to give room for the Princefs’s band 
of mufic, confifting of ten women flaves, 
who performed different pieces; during 
which a troop of women dancers, as 
richly, but more loofely dreffed, executed 
feveral ballets that were tolerably agree- 
able both for the variety of fteps and 
figures. Thefe women dancers were alfo 
of a higher clafs than they ufually are in 
private houfes. Svon after arrived a freth 
troop of women, dreffed like men, to add, 
no doubt, to this picture, the illufion of a 
fex which was wanting to the entertain= 
‘ment. Thefe pretended men began a 
fort of tilting on the water, to win 
the fruits which other flaves threw into 
the bafon. The ftrangers had alfo the 

pleafure of going on the water in a fmalj 
boat, rowed by a rowers, difguifed 

Vor. I. alfo 
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alfo like men ; after which being led back 
to the Sultana’s apartment, they took leave 
of-her with the ufual ceremonies, and were 
conduéted out of the Seraglio by the fame 
paffage, and in the fame order by whieh 
they were introduced. 

It appears from this defcription, that the 
Eunuchs were more at the command of the 
Sultana than difpofed to thwart her. Thefe 
beings are no other than an obje& of luxury 
in Turkey, difplayed no where but in the 
Seraglios of theGrand Signior, and the Sul- 
tanas. The pride of the great, ’tis true, ex- 
tends fo far, but with moderation, and the 
richeft of them have fcarcely ever more than 
two or three black Eunuchs. The white 
ones, who are lefs deformed, are referved for 
the Grand Signior, to form the guard for 
the outer-gates of his Seraglio ; but they are 
not fuffered to approach the women, nor 
obtain any employment, whilft the poffi- 
bility of arriving at the poft of Kiflar Aga, 
furnithes the black Eunuchs, at leaft, a 
motive to fupport and animate their ambi- 
tion. Their charatter is always ferocious, 

and 
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and nature offended in their perfons, feems 
perpetually to feel the reproach. 

Although the feaft of Tchiraghan*, an 
entertainment the Grand Signior often 
takes, cannot enable one to form any judg- 
ment of the infide of the Seraglio, the par- 
ticulars of it may appear interefting, by 
giving fome idea of his pleafures +. 

The garden of the Harem, larger, no 
doubt, than that of Sultana Afma, but laid 
out certainly in the fame tafte, ferves as 
the theatre of thefe noéturnal feafts. Vafes 
of every kind, filled with natural or artifi- 
cial flowers, are gathered there to augment 
the clufter, which is lighted by an infinite 
number of lanthorns, coloured lamps, and 
wax-lights, placed in glafs tubes, and re« 
fle€ted by looking-gla‘les, difpofed for that 
purpofe. Temporary thops, filled with 
different forts of merchandize, are occu. 


* © The Featt of Tulips; which is fo called, becanfe 
it confifts in iJluminating a Parterre; and that this is 
the flower of which the Turks are the fondeft. 

4 One may be apt to imagine, that thofe which 
he habitually takes, are lefs lively than thgfe he pro- 
cures bimfelf, in illuminating his tulips, 

I2 pied 
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pied by women of the Harem, who repre« 
fent, in fuitable dreffes, the merchants 
who might be fuppofd to fell thenf. The 
Sultanas, who are the fifters, nieces, dr 
coufins of the Grand Signior are invited to 
thefe entertainments, and they, as well as 
his Highnefs, purchafe trinkets and ftuffs 
in thefe thops, which they mutually make 
prefents of to one another; they extend 
their generofity alfo to fuch of the Grand 
Signior’s women as are admitted to ap-~ 
proach him, or who keep the fhops.—~ 
Dancing, mufic, and {ports fimilar to the 
tilting on the water I have fpoken of, pro~ 
long thefe entertainments until the night 
is far advanced, and diffufe a fort of mo- 
mentary gaiety within thefe walls, gene- 
rally devoted to forrow, and to dulnefs. It 
is alfo from Madame de Tott that I obe 
tained thefe relations, which fhe received 
from the Sultana Hanum, of whom, as I 
have already faid, her uncle was very 
fond. 

My brother-in-law had become very in- 
timate with the {atendante ef that Pria- 
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eefs, in order to obtain her intereft in fa- 
vour of his friends, or for his own con- 
cerns. Thechief of her Eunuchs was alfo 
well difpofed towards him; the Sultana 
had feen him feveral times through her 
window-blinds ; he had a handfome face, 
and every thing combined to procure him 
her good wifhes. Deprived for a long time 
of her hufband, by whom fhe had a fon 
and a daughter, the Princefs feemed toen- 
deavour to confole herfelf in his abfence, 
and to have availed herfelf of that want of 
rank, which approach her condition to that 
of ordinary individuals, by adopting their 
manners. In fact, one faw that jealouly 
which reigns amongft the Turkifh women 
difplay itfelf in lively colours around her 
perfon. The pains fhe took in drefling 
Madame de Tott’s hair, whom fhe had 
defired to fee, difpleafed the woman who 
‘was her principal favourite fo much, as to 
make her faint away; and Madame de 
‘Tott returned home more ftruck with the 
particular marks of affedtion the Sultana 
had lavifhed on her, than with the excef- 

five 
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five magnificence that reigned in her pa- 
lace, and amongft her flaves. 

The Patriarch Kirlo, filled at that time, 
the oscumenical chair of Conftantinople ; 
this man, born of the dregs of the people, 
amongft whom his fanaticifm had fucceed- 
ed in forming a party, made himfelf feared 
by the firft people of his nation, whofe 
pride, in other refpeéts, held him in con~ 
tempt. 

Aided by fome members of the Synod, 
he imagined and maintained the doétrine of 
baptifm by immerfion: the anathema that 
he pronounced on this fubjeét from his me- 
tropolis, againft the Pope, the King of 
France, and all the Catholic Princes, de- 
termined his flock to renew their baptifm; 
and the women, and young girls, always 
devotees, crouded to that holy ceremony, 
which fcandal converted intoa crime againft, 
the Apoftle and his profelytes, 

Befides the infolence of an excommunir’ 
cation, which could have no other object 
than the infult, this Patriarch, conftant- 
Iy employed in feeding the fanaticifm of 
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his nation, paid the Turks a recompenfe 
for the vexations with which he harraffed 
the Catholics; he even extended his op- 
preffions to fuch bifhops of his church as 
had the courage not to be fubfervient to his 
‘projects, and he perfecuted thefe unfortu- 
nate defpotis with the moft unrelenting 
barbarity, after having ftript them of their 
temporal poffeffions. Of this number was 
Kalinico, Archbifhop of Amafia. He had 
taken refuge in our quarter, to avoid the 
fentence which confined him to Mount Si- 
nai, and folicited the intereft of my bro- 
ther-in-law with Sultana Hanum, to ob- 
tain from the Grand Signior the reftitution 
of his Archbifhoprick. ‘This would cer- 
tainly have been a very good work, but it 
would not probably have excited anxiety 
in favour of the Prelate, had not the defire 
of banifhing Kirlo, tempted us to convert 
his viétim into his rival. Whilf& my bro- 
ther-in-law negotiated this affair, by.the 
mediation and influence of Sultana Hanum 
with the Grand Signior, fome perfons hi- 
red by the Patriarch to carry off Kalinico, 

14 attempted 


120 MEMOIRS OF THE 


attempted to feize him one night near my 
houfe, where he had barely time to take 
refuge. Toenfure at once, therefore, the 
fafety of his perfon, and to place him in 
readinefs for his affairs, I confented to let 
him ftay in a kiofk built on the roof of my 
houfe, where I fecretly took care of him, 
and fed him, until his elevation to the 
Patriarchate, for which my brother-in- 
law bargained a long time, and at length 
obtained, fora pretty confiderable fpecific 
fum, to be paid in new fequins §. 

The Katti Cherif || of the Grand Signior, 
which depofed Kirlo, and gave bim Kali- 
nico for a fueceffor, reached the Vifir be- 
fore that Minifter had the fmalleft fufpi- 
‘cion of what was plotting. To juftify this 
fudden degradation, the order was conceiv. 


§ Jt was the Grand Signior himfelf who required 
‘that claufe, which could not be fulfilled without hay- 
‘ing recourfe to the mint ; and the fam pafled diredily 
from the fcales into the hands of Sultan Ofmam, who 
dhared it with his niece, 

l| Kats Cherif, Imperial Signet, or Diploma;— 
swhich has the fotce of law, and muft be executed 
without a demar. 
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ed in very ftrong terms, and imputed to 
the Patriarch a turbulent {pirit, difpofed to 
arevolt, and concluded with an injunétion 
to take the moft efficacious meafures to ap- 
prehend his perfon, and prevent his efcape 
by flight from Mount Sinai, to which 
place the fame order reftrifed him. The 
Minifters of the Porte, however, took mea+ 
fures to ward off the imaginary danger, 
which their pufillanimity fuggefted to be 
very urgent. Some companies of Jauiffa~ 
ries had orders early in the morning, to 
take poffeffion of all the avenues of the Greek 
quarter ; the guards were doubled in theen~ 
virons, and the Patriarchal palace, till more 
carefully furrounded, delivered up Kirlo to 
his conquerors, without any refiftance. 
They conveyed him without delay to 2 
coal-boat, where they depofited him. Ex« 
cepting this circumftance, which did not 
ennoble the fcene, never was there a Greek 
for whom it was lefé neceflary to take thofe 
precautions that illuftrated his fall; and 
his countrymen were fo far from thinking 
of refcuing him from the Grand Signior’s 
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orders, that had it not been for the trivial 
circumftance of the coal-boat, even their 
vanity would have been gratified, 

It now remained only for the Porte to 
inftall his fucceffor; and the government 
would not have known where to find him, 
had not the Grand Signior, acquainted with 
the whole affair, pointed out the place. 
Some of the Vifir’s people, difpatched 
immediately, came to afk for him at my 
houfe, . to conduét him to the Porte; 
and this poor defpoti*, more accuf- 
tomed to fear than hope, was begging 
me not to deliver him up to his ene- 
mies, when I announced to him his ele- 
vation ; I could not, however, quiet his 
apprehenfions ; but, forced to obey, he fof- 
lowed his guides, whom he took to be ex- 
ecutioners, and in an hour after’was pro- 
claimed Patriarch. 

I received a meflage of thanks from him 
the fame day, and he came afterwards to 

* A title which the Greek Bifhops have affumed 
Yo mark the abfolute power they poflefs; but of which 
the Grand Signior makes them feel the proper appli- 
cation. 
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vifit me in his good fortune, to defire me 
always to referve for him his place of re- 
treat, which he believed he fhould ftand 
in need of very fhortly. I then perceived 
that we had made but an indifferent choice 
of a Patriarch for the Primitive church. 

It furnifhed me, however, with a favour- 
able opportunity of affifting at the ceremo- 
nies preferved by the Greek church, and I 
attended one great holy day at the Metro- 
politan ; fome of the new patriarch’s at- 
tendants waited for me, and placed me, 
by his order, in a ftall at the right of his 
feat, where he foon placed himfelf; and 
every thing being prepared for beginning 
the fervice, he defcended from thence, and 
feated himfelf in a chair, carried for that 
purpofe, oppofite the facra fanéorum. 
There, feveral Deacons proceeded to inveft 
him with his pontifical robes, and at length 
puton his heada clofe crown of diamonds, 
with a double crofs upon the globe. 

‘The Patriarch then took the patriarchal 
ftaff in his teft hand, and in his right a 
{mall wax taper, of three branches, of 

which 
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which he only held two, to mark the union 
of the Father, and the Son, without adding 
the Holy Ghoft. He obferved the fame 
form by bending the middle fingers of his 
hand when he gave the benediGtion, by 
which means the Holy Ghoft fignified by 
‘the little finger, remained feparated from 
the Son, from whom the Greeks do not be- 
lieve that it proceeds. 

The Patriarch was then introduced into 
the fanétuary, the curtain of which was 
fhut, and the people who crouded the 
church, and had till then obferved a to~ 
lerably refpeétful filence, began to be agi- 
tated in as tumultuous a manner as the 
waves of the Parterre at our public thea- 
tres in France; but the indecent burfts of 
Jaughter occafioned by this agitation, were 
very foon confounded with the cries of the 
unhappy wretches in danger of fuffo- 
cation. One of thefe, after having been 
for fome time trodden under foot, was 
lifted up before me over the people’s heads, 
which were fo clofely jammed together, 
that, with the affiftance of fome hands that 
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raifed him up, and puthed him backwards, 
he reached the bottom of «he church, 
where they fent him to recover his breath 
in that very extraordinary manner. 

This {eene, which I viewed without 
danger from the height of my ftall, by 
ruffling a few ears, increafed the noife to 
fuch a degree, that the Patriarch, brifkly 
opening the curtain that concealed him 
from the people,, harangued them in a dif= 
courfe as violent as the noife which had oc~ 
cafioned it; and he finifhed this paftoral 
exhortation by fending bis flock to the Devil. 
But the calm which fucceeded that ha- 
rangue was of fhort duration, and the mo» 
ment of the facrifice approaching, it was 
neceflary to have recourfe to a more effica- 
cious method than the eloquence of the 
Pontiff. It was by very heavy ftrokes of 
his cane that the Patriarch'’s Janiffary re- 

_, Called the affembly to the attention due to 
the holy myftery then about to be expofed 
tothem. The lateral doors of the facra 
_Janétorum were now thrown open, and the 
Deacons came out with all the inftruments 
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of the Greek Liturgy, to offer them fuc- 
ceflively at the middle gate, where they 
announced one after the other, and with 2 
loud voice, each of the inftruments they 
carried. The Patriarchal crown, which 
finithed the proceffion, was alone refufed ; 
and this teftimony of the contempt of 
riches, borrowed from the holy Evanga- 
lifts, and the facred veffels, added, no 
doubt, to the marks of re{peét that the Pa- 
triarch had juft given. 

The fuccecding ceremonies of the fer- 
vice had nothing remarkable in them. I 
accompanied the Patriarch home, and he 
kept me to dinner. I took the opportu- 
nity, likewife, of my vifit to the Fanal, 
or Greek quarter, to wait upon the Drog- 
man of the Porte, whofe family, particu- 
larly attached to Madame de Tott, had 
made her promife to pafs a few days at 
their country houfe on the Canal. Amongft 
the number of Archontes+ whom I met 
with at the houfe of this interpreter of the 
Grand Signior, Manoly Serdar }, faithfully 

+} Atitle which the opalent Greeks ftill affame. 

3 Setdor, a Turkith word, Governor. 
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attached to the fate of Racovitza, the 
depofed Prince of Wallachia, appeared 
to me to pofféfs more ability and informa- 
tion than his countrymen. He won my 
efteem by that difinterefted zeal which 
made him prefer mediocrity, with his for- 
mer benefactor, to thofe advantages his in- 
gratitude might have procured him in the 
fervice of the new Princes. No tempta- 
tion had been able to fhake his fidelity, and 
the reftoration of Racovitza was the fole 
object of all his meafures, It was undoubt- 
edly with this view, and from the opinion 
the elevation of Kalinico had given him 
of the influence of my brother in law, that 
Manoly Serdar, defirous of a greater inti- 
macy with him, withed alfo to conneé&t 
himfelf with me, as earneftly as I did, to 
be acquainted with a man fo capable of in- 
ftruéting me in the character and manners 
ofhis nation. We became more intimate 
in the country, where this Greek came to 
live near me. We were never feparate ; 
and I heard him with pleafure frequently 
declare, that his nation preferved no other 
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‘trace of the charaéter of the ancient em» 
pire of the Greeks than the pride and fana- 
ticifm that produced its downfall. Manoly 
Serdar, however, had nothing left to live 
on but the capital he had amaffed during 
the time that Prince Racovijtza pofleffed 
the principality of Wallachia, and I faw, 
with regret, that the luxury of his wife, 
and the great number of his flaves, com- 
bined together to expofe his virtue to the 
temptations of neceffity, whilft his vanity 
banifhed every fuggeftion of ozconomy. 
‘The ftile of familiarity in which we 
lived, enabled me to form an idea of his 
domettic life; and I there daily difcovered 
a mixture of Greek and Turkifh manners, 
A little lamp conftantly burning before the 
pidture of the Panaghia(|, lighted at the 
fame time the young flaves who dreffed, 
and undreffed the Serdar: this Greek, as 
well as all thofe who are in fuch eafy cir- 
cumftances as to introduce at their houfes 
the Turkith fervice, had alfo the cuftom of 
flceping on his fopha after dinner, whilft a 
i The Virgin, 
‘Wwomatly 
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woman, by driving away the flies with a 
large fan of feathers, cooled the air that he 
was refpiring. Other flaves kneeling at 
his naked feet, rubbed them gently with 
their hands. This Afiatic effeminacy 
gives room to fufpe&, ;that thefe refine- 
ments are carried to greater lengths, and 
the ill treatment beftowed by this Greek 
on his flaves for the flighteft faults, only 
proves, that where the facility of enjoy- 
ment is without bounds, there is an end to 
delicacy. 

I was at length obliged to fulfil the pro- 
mife, made by Madame de Tott, to the lady 
of the chief Drogman, topafsfome days with 
her. We went toher country-houfe: the 
family confifted of the old Drogman, whofe 
profeffional knowledge campenfated for his 
dulnefs and grofs ignorance ; but whofe 
knowledge of foreigt? language was limit- 
ed toa little bad Italian. His wife, who 
‘was not fo far advanced in years, and who 
had fubftituted an air of Majefty in the 
place of beauty, had the internal manage- 
ment of his houfe, of which the did the 
honours with a fort of frank cordiality, 
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which flightly concealed the pride of knows 
ing herfelf to be, in virtue of her hufband’s 
office, the firft perfon of her nation. 

The eldeft of her fons, whom we fhall 
fee fucceed his father in the principality of 
Moldavia, to make an unhappy end, was 
of acharacter naturally mild, but weak and 
vain ; the younger, of a more haughty 
chara&er, already announced that in- 
triguing and ambitious fpirit which coft 
his brother his life: an eldeft daugh- 
ter, a widow at nineteen, frefher than the 
morning rofe, elegantly flender without 
being tall, united to the moft bewitching 
graces, a certain modefty, a fweetnefs, and 
a languid air which were irrefiftable : the 
younger fifter lefs beautiful, but lively and 
interefting, was juft betrothed to a young 
Greek in the neighbourhood. The in- 
tended hufband was anxious, no doubt, to 
become acquainted with us, and we were 
but juft arrived when two'or three flaveg 
came to announce him, by entering preci- 
pitately in the falode, where the family 
‘was aflembled ; they throw themflves on 
the betrothed girl, cover hes with their 
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tobes, and carry her off, crying out, like 
mad people, “ get out of the way, there 
he is.” In fat, we faw the young man 
enter, who, although carefled by the 
whole family, could never caft his eyes on 
the objet of his defire, but by furprize. 
He had often tried the fame experiment, 
but always without fuccefs. They kept 
him to fupper, and the young girl was kept 
out of fight until his departure. 

The hour of withdrawing being come, 
‘we were conducted into a {pacious adjoins 
ing apartment, in the middle of which 
was a bed, without beditead or curtains, 
but the coverlet and pillows furpaffed in 
magnificence the richnefs of the fopha 
which decorated the apartment. I had’ 
but little profpect of sepofé on this bed, 
and was curious to examine it minutely. 
Fifteen quilted cotten mattrefles, about 
three inches thick, laid one upon another, 
formed a very foft foundation, covered by 
a fheet of Indian linen tacked to the Isft 
mattrefs, A counterpanie of green fattin, 
loaded with gold wire embroidery, em~- 
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boffed, was alfo faftened to the upper thet, 
the edges of which were turned up and 
fRtitched together. Two large pillows of 
crimfon fattin, covered with fimilar im- 
broidery, in which gold plating and twifted 
gold thread were profufely lavifhed, were 
fupported by two cufhions of the fopha, 
brought near to ferve by way of a back- 
board, and alfo to fupport our heads. A 
{mall oftagon tower, inlaid with ebeny and 
mother of pearl, formed a fort of table at 
the fide of the bed, on which was placed 
a large filver candleftick, with a yellow wax 
taper, two inches thick, the wick of which 
as large as one’s finger, {pread a black 
{moke. Three China falvers, filled with 
conferve of rofes, orange flowers, and 
citron peeling ; a {mall gold knife, witha 
tortoife fhell handle, and a cryftal vafe 
full of water, furrounded this obfcure lu- 
minary, which was to ferve us as a nigh 
lamp; a precaution abfolutely neceflary 
every where from the proximity of the 
neighbouring houfes, which give conftant 
reafon to apprehend the fatal ravages of 
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fire. ‘The Drogman’s houfe was precifely 
in this fituation, and every thing prepared 
me for a bad night’s reft. The fuppreffion 
of the pillows would have been of fome fer- 
vice, had there been a bolfter ; and the ex- 
pedient of turning them having ferved only 
to difcover the embroidery below, we were 
at length obliged to fpread our handker- 
chiefs over them, which did not fecure us, 
however, from the impreffion of the em- 
bofled flowers. After fuch a night we were 
not very lazy in rifing; and we faw, with 
joy, the day break, with a determination 
of procuring more convenient pillaws for 
the following night. 

A fithing party propofed the night be- 
fore, preceded our breakfaft, which was 
carried over to Afia, where a {mall mea- 
dow, a Turkith coffee-houfe, and fome 
loaded carts, drawn by little buffalas, gave 
the ladies the profpett of every thing agree- 
able that the country afforded. ur fuc- 
cefa in fifhing was indifferent; the ladies 
were well jolted, and the Turkith women 
in company were very troublefome with 
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their queftions, and very infolent in their 
anfwers. We brought back with us fome 
jars filled with curds, and fome creffes ga- 
thered at a fountain ; and there was but one 
Opinion on the fubje& ot the pleafures we 
had juft been enjoying. 

‘We found at our return to the Drog- 
man’s, feveral Greek women of the neigh- 
bourhood, who were invited to dinner, 
and were already affembled. A fplendid 
drejs, in which vanity was evidently more 
eonfulted than the feafon, was difplayed 
ena grand fopha, in robes of black, or 
erimfon velvet, covered with broad gold 
lace on all the feams. The weight of thefe 
garments, joimed to the heat of the wea- 
ther, rendered thefe ladies immoveable, 
and almoft mute. They held, however, 
& common-place converfation, with fre- 
quent repetitions of the fame thing, and 
the company went to table. Dinner was 
ferved in the French ftile ; a circular table, 
with chairs round it, {poons and forks; in 
fhort, nothing was wanting but the habit 
of making ufe of them. They were defi- 
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rous, notwithftanding, of not neglecting 
any part of our cuftoms, which began to 
be as much in fafhion amongft the Greeks, 
as the Englith cuftoms are in France; and 
¥ have feen a woman after dinner, take the 
olives in her fingers, and prick them with 
her fork, to eat them a@/a Francaife. If 
drinking healths is no longer in fafhion 
with us, it is not the lefs agreeable to meet 
with this ancient cuftom in other coun- 
tries. Our Greeks were not wanting in 
this refpeét; and the men performed the 
ceremony ftanding up, uncovered. But 
what will appear fomewhat lefs refined, 
the fame wine-glafs ferved the whole 
company. After the dinner, where pro- 
fufion was difplayed, more than elegance 
or neatnefs, the company arranged them- 
felves on the fopha, in the fame room where 
.We had dined, and pipes fucceeded the cof- 
fee. The converfation began on the fa- 
fhions, and finithed with fcandal; the 
trueft imitation of our manners that I ever 
faw in that country. The young girls 
amufed themfelves in the mean time with 


K4 a fwing, 


136 MEMOIRS OF THE 


a fwing, fufpended at the other end of the 
room, and put in motion by the flaves. 
‘The women likewife partook of that amufe- 
ment, and were followed by the men with 
long beards; and the tout de table, chefs, 
and panguelo, a kind of brelan, finithed 
the entertainments of the day. ‘Towards 
the evening, all the company went down 
to take the air on the Echelle, a fort of 
jttee, that advances into the fea, to facili- 
tate the approach of boats. 

The moon was juft appearing, and the 
calmnefs of the evening invited us to go 
on the water; when the confufed cries of 
men giving and receiving blows, apprized 
us of the approach of the Boftandgy Bachi, 
nothing could be more alert than the wo- 
men in hiding themfelves, The Drog- 
man's Lady, and Madame de Tott, who 
had nothing to fear, were alone able to 
face this great officer, who made his ap- 
pearance in an armed boat, with four and 
twenty rowers. He had been juft chafti- 
zing fome drunken fellows, and feizing 
fome women rather too frolickfome, who 
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had fallen into his hands, He continued 
his voyage, paffing along the pier, where 
we faluted each other. 

The pride of the runaway Grecks was 
feeking an excufe for their fears, when a 
fitherman paffing by, being afked what 
route the Boftandgy Bachi had taken, 
fpread a far greater alarm, by informing 
us, that after having landed without noife 
at the kiofk of a Greek lady,’ and liftened 
a few minutes to the converfation, he had 
mounted into the window, with feveral of 
his people, and that was all he knew of the 
matter. But this was enough to make the 
fright become general, as well as afympathy 
for the fate of the poor Jady of the kiofk ; 
and they were all taken up with thefe re- 
fle&tions, when the future hufhand of the 
younger daughter of the houfe arrived, 
once more to put her to flight, and to fa- 
tisfy the eager curiofity of the company, 
‘* Make yourfelves eafy,” fays he, to one 
of our female guefts, “‘ your coufin and 
her friend have efcaped, with the lofs of 
all their diamonds, all their trinkets, and all 
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the money they had about them: there 
watno time to hefitate; the Boftandgy 
Bachi furprized, and feized them, to car- 
ty them off in his beat to prifon; his ava- 
fice, however, brought him at length to rea- 
fon; but he hasleft them much lefscontent- 
ed with their evening than they had ex- 
pected.” 

At this recital, the rage of the Greek 
‘women could no longer be refttained; and 
the difcuffions on the right, and on the 
fat, continued until they were interrupt- 
ed by the noife of fome other fmall boats, 
which the fears of the Boftandgy Bachi 
magnified to an enormous fize. As foon, 
however, as all was quiet on his account, 
the converfation ran entirely on different 
fchemes for avoiding his perfecutions, and 
nothing elfe was talked of, until we faw 
bir. return down the middle of the Canal, 
towards Conftantinople. Every body was 
defirous of availing themfelves of the liber- 
ty he now had of taking the air, and in a 
fhort time the fea was covered with a pro- 
gious number of fmall boats, in which 
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the ladies were rowéil to the found of mu- 
fic. Our company foon made part of the 
ttle fleet. We coafted along the houfes, 
and criticifed the proprietors, who from 
their kiofks remarked on us in their turn; 
and I gathered fome hints as we paffed 
along which the Boftandgy Bachi might 
have turned to good account. 

Thad, in prefereace, got into a fmall 
boat with the future hufband, whofe coun- 
tenance and gaiety interefted me, The 
young man foon perceived that I was pleaf- 
ed with him, and told me, in confidence, 
his uneafinefs at not being able to fee his 
intended bride. I felt for his fituation, 
and promifed at a certain hour the next day, 
to procure him a fight of her. He was as 
punétual to the rendezvous as I had been 
to furnifh him with the means of it; but 
an unlucky flave, who watched him, was 
very near difconcerting all my projects, by 
giving the cry of alarm. The young lady 
at the fame time perceived him, and was 
making her efcape on one fide of the gal- 
jery, where F ran to ftop her at the en- 

trance 
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trance, calling my young Greek, who fooh 
cameup tome. A reinforcement of two 
old harpies, however, ran from the bot- 
tom of the gallery, {creaming like the 
geefe of the Capitol, but they could not 
arrive time enough to prevent a kifs of the 
future hufband, by which I was very hap- 
py to Frenchify the young folks; we then 
delivered our prey into the poffeffion of the 
enemy. The father and mother approved 
of my little pleafantry, and the betrothed 
couple ubtained the fame day the free fight 
of each other. 

The Diako, a fort of ecclefiaftical pre- 
ceptor, who was entrufted, agreeable ta 
the cuftom in all Greek families, with the 
young lady’s education, was the only per- 
fon who blamed my condué; he fpoke of 
it with fuch warmth, as to make me con- 
clude that he regretted the not being able- 
to put a finifhing hand to the education of 
his pupil. 

‘We remained fome days longer with the 
Drogman in the fame round of amufement 
of dulnefs or impatience. I returned home 

at 
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at length, to repofe myfelf, and there 
found Manoly Serdar, who informed me 
that another Greek, attached as he was to 
Racovitza, had juft abandoned him, to 
enter into the fervice of the Prince newly 
nominated by the Porte. Manoly feemed 
to me to exaggerate this crime with an af- 
fectation which bore a very fufpicious ap- 
pearance. 

T endeavoured to perfuade him, that as 
he might himfelf poffibly be liable, from 
neceflity, to take a fimilar ftep, he ought, 
from prudential’ motives, to ufe gentler 
terms, and not to judge fo harthly of a 
man whom, perhaps, he was on the point 
of imitating. ‘‘ Look on me,” fays he, 
** as the worft of men, if ever I change; 
and continue to efteem me, if Iam not 
guilty of fo black a treachery.” I pro- 
mifed him one and the other; and I was 
not long without being forced to keep my 
word with him; he went off, in fact, a 
few days after, for the purpofe, as he faid, 
of trying fome further expedient in favour 
of his benefactor; but I foon learnt that 

he 
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he too had forfaken him, and attached 
himfelf to the new Vayvode§. He wrote 
to acquaint me with the ftep he had taken, 
and to afk very humbly what I thought of 
him. I was aware that circumftances 
might have rendered him excufeable, had 
he not himfelf aggravated his fault, by his 
proteftations of honour and fidelity. I an- 
fwered, therefore, that he had himfelf 
ditated the opinion I ought to entertain of 
his condué, and that I fhould continue to 
preferve it with more firmnefs than he had 
maintained his principles. 

This man rofe himfelf to be Prince of 
Wallachia, during the laft war of the 
Turks; but that ficuation has only afford- 
ed more {cope to his intrigues, without 
any real difplay of talents, and J loft fight 
of him in that obfcurity into which thofe 
epheineral beings naturally return, who 
thine for 2 moment by the light of the def- 
pot, who gratifies at once his avarice and 

§ This is the title beftowed by the Turks on the 
Princes of Wallachia and Moldavia; they ufe alfo the 
title of Bey. 

their 
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their pride, by felling them a tranfieny 
glimmering of his authority. 

We thall fee Sultan Ofman obliged to 
employ that of an inferior officer in a mat- 
ter relatively of little importance, but fo 
fingular as to be worthy of remark. 

A drunken Janiffary, purfued by the 
guard, who carry no other weapons in ge- 
neral than large fticks, availed himfelf of 
the fuperiority he derived from his yata- 
can } to defend himfelf like a lion ; he had 
already difabled feveral of his enemies, and, 
fatigued with his own efforts, was repof- 
ing himfelf on the fteps of a khan {, to 
acquire new -ftrength, whilft the guard 
had changed the attack into a blockade. 
The Grand Signior, who frequently went 
through the town in a Jifguife which de- 
ceived nobody, happening to be at hand, 
approaches the culprit, calls him by his 
name, orders him to deliver up his wea- 


+ A fort of large knife, very long and crooked at 
the edge, which ferves inftead of a fabre. 

¥ A public place, where merchants and travellers 
are lodged. 


pon, 
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pon, and furrender to the guard ; but no- 
thing moves the hero, who, fupinely 
ftretched out, ftares at his fovereign, and 
menaces the firft who fhall dare approach 
him. Sultan Ofman afks him to what 
Orta § he belongs. On his anfwer he 
fends for his Caracoulouétchi*, On his ar- 
rival, ‘¢ difarm that man,” fays the Grand 
Signior to him, “¢ and convey him to the 
Cattle +. 

The officer then loofened his girdle *, 
and holding it in his right-hand, he ad- 
vances to the rebel, to whom he ftretches 


§ Company of Janiffaries who have no other name 
than the number of the rank they have amongft each 
other; and in which the number of foldiers is unli- 
mitted, They reckon near thirty thoufand Janiffa- 
ries in the thirty-fifth company. 

* The cook of the company, who is alfo a faff 
officer. o 

+ The Caftle of Europe, on the Canal, where thofe, 
Jpniffaries are fent who are ordered to be ftrangled 5 
and if they efcape from thence, they have at leaft ex~ 
perienced the terror of it. 

*® A girdle of copper, that weighs 15 pounds, with 
which their officers can knock down a Janiflary. The 
Soldiers refpe& infinitely this mark of rank, which, 
although fabordinate, is of great authority., 

. out 
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out his left, faying, «« Comrade, give me 
your knife, and follow me:” which was 
executed without reply, and with an air 
of the moft perfect fubmiffion. Prejudice 
will always have more empire over men 
than fear, more power than defpotifn. 

Sultan Ofman was very foon obliged to 
pay atribute to that opinion to which he fell 
a viétim. In vain the art of the phyficians 
laboured to reftore this Prince’s health, 
whilft the lofs of it was concealed, from 
political motives. He was obliged at length, 
however, finking under the diforder, to 
thut himfelf up within his palace, and se- 
ferve his little remaining ftrength to en- 
able him to attend the Mofque every Fri- 
day. This public ceremony, fanétified by 
cuftom, cannot he negl. ed without ex- 
citing the clamours of the military, and 
the people. 

‘The contradi@ion which appears on the 
contemplation of a law that binds the def- 
pot, vanifhes on refleGting that it is necef- 
farily diated by the defpotifm of the 
taultitude, the objec of the defpot’s per- 
i: Vou. & L 
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petual apprehenfions. Shut up in the im- 
penetrability of his Seraglio, the fight of 
him alone can legally prove his exiftence. 
Without this precaution, a Vifir formida~ 
ble or artful enough to command, or cor- 
supt two or three perfons after the death 
of his mafter, might conceal it long enough 
to undertake any thing with impunity. 

It was not, therefore, without occafion- 
ing very loud murmurs, that Sultan Of- 
man omitted appearing one Friday in pub- 
lic; in fo much, that to appeafe them, 
he determined to go the Friday following 
in ceremony to Saint Sophia, the neareft 
Mofque to the Seraglio, notwithftanding 
the ftate of debility and extreme langour 
to which his illnefs had reduced him. On 
his return, already tottering on his horfe, 
and fupported by the footmen who fur- 
rounded him, this Prince loft all fenfe be- 
tween the two gates of the Seraglio. They 
threw @ thawl® over his head, and he 

died 

_ A fiulf made of fine wool manufattared in Perfa 
wad India, with which the Turks cover their heads, 
: te 
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died a few minutes after he was carried to 
his apartments. 

The Vifir, the Mufti, and the great of- 
ficers of the empire, repaired immediately 
to the Seraglio to verify the death of Sul- 
tan Ofman, and to compliment Muftapha 
the Third, the eldeft of Sultan Achmet’s 
fons. ‘The cannon of the Seraglio announc- 
ed the fame day his death to the people, 
and the Muezzins{, together with the 
public cryers, proclaimed the new Em- 
peror. 


to guard them againft the cold, or te conceal them- 
felves. They have cloaks alfo to protect them; but 
the Oriental Princes, when they appeat in public, 
cannot avail themfelves of ths. prote@tion from the 
intemperance of the air; from cuftom they are ob- 
liged to go without it: the motives which induce 
them to appear, operate equally from covering them- 
felves with any thing which may prevent their being 
known, 

4 Moezzins, cryers of the Mofques who call the 
true believers to prayer, by repeating in a fort of fing» 
ing tone, * God is great s—God is God ;—There is 
only one God ;—Fly té good works ;—f'ly to prayers 5 
God is God, and Mahomet is his Prophet.” This 
laft phyafe contains alfo their confeffion of faith. 

La Mourning, 
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Mourning, in ufe amongft the Tartars, 
is not known to the Turks; but if that 
manner of honouring one’s relations be in- 
different to them, the precipitation with 
which they bury their dead, is certainly 
not a matter of indifference. It feems as 
if this nation, naturally fo grave and lift- 
lefs, poffeffed a€tivity only in this partict- 
lar. Scarcely do they wait five or fix hours 
to perform this latt office to their relations, 
and the fear of burying a man in a lethar- 
gy, does not deter them §. Befides this 
abominable alacrity, the Turks who carry 
the bier, march with an extraordinary 
quicknefs, for the Mahometans believe that 
the foul fuffers until the end of the cere~ 
mony. 

That of the Grand Signior’s funeral dif- 
fers from others only in the importance of 

§ The mifchiefs refulting from this ufuage fcarce- 
ly ever come tolight. J have, however, foena Turk 
dog up, who had ftrength enough, in recovering 
from his lethargy, to cry out under-ground fo loud 
as to be heard; but he had ftill very nearly fallen a 
facrifice to forms, or rather to the fears which the 
Judge and the Iman, who had already received their 
fees, were under in reftoring him. h 

the 
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the great officers who attend it to the 
Mofque. It is cuftomary for each Empe- 
ror to build one, and in the court of the 
Mofque is the cupola, under which his 
body is to be depofited. In other refpects 
the Turkith Emperors are buried as haftily 
as their fubjects. 

More than thirty years, which were 
elapfed fince the death of Sultan Achmet, 
father of the new Emperor, had not fur- 
nithed him with very extenfive informa- 
tion. Confined during this long interval 
to his apartments, with fome eunuchs to 
attend, and fome women to amufe him, 
the conformity of his age with thofe Prin- 
ces who were to be his predeceffors, left 
him little hope of fucceeding to the throne. 
But he had greater caufe of uneafinefs ;_his, 
two brothers had given no heirs to the em- 
pire, at which the people had murmured 
during the laft reign, and frefh apprehen- 
fions, or frefh murmurs of this kind, 
might coft him his life. Attempts had for- 
merly been made on it, by the means which 
the barbarous policy of that country makes 

L3 ufe 
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ufe of without fcruple towards the Princés 
who are near the throne. his own fufpi- 
cions, and knowledge of medicine,” had 
‘preferved him, 

This Prince, as well as his brothers, 
had very fhort legs, and appeared tall only 
on horfeback. A palenefs, attributed to 
the effects of poifon, large cyes ftarting 
out of his head. his nofe rather flattened, 
feemed to indicate neither vivacity nor un- 
derftanding. The love of novelty, how- 
ever, decided the multitude in his favour, 
‘The great men thought him weak, and 
were in hopes of governing him; the peo» 

aple hoped he would be lavifh, and they 
were all miftaken. We hall hereafter 
fee this Emperor in circumftances which 
+will make him known; and the kindnefs 
with which he has diftinguithed me, will 
give me the opportunity of developing the 
different thades of his charaéter, 

The firft care of an Ottoman Prince, af- 
ter coming to the Throne, is to let his 

beard 
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beatd grow*. Sultan Muftapha went a 
fiep farther, and painted it black, that it 
might be the more ftriking on the day of his 
firft public appearance to have his fabre 
girt on. This is the form of taking pof- 
feffion ; the Coronation of the Turkith Em- 
peror, This ceremony is always performed 
in the Mofque of Youb, 2 {mall village ce- 
lebrated alfo for its earthen ware and dai~ 
ties, and which forms a fort of fuburb to 
the city, towards the bottem of the har- 
bour. Every thing was prepared for this 
folemnity, and on the morning of the 
ninth day, all the ftreets from: the Seragtio: 
to Youb were lined on each fide by Jani 
faries in their drefs, and cap of ceremony, * 
but without arms, and their hands croffed 
on thejr girdles ++ 

* The Princes fhut up in the Seraglio, wear only 
whitkers, as well as the young men, who only let 
their beard grow to follow fome profeflion, They 
commonly call this becoming wife. 

++ Except their red flippers and ftockings, large 
blue breeches, and the bonnet, they are obliged to 
wear, the Janiffaries drefs themfelves as they pleafe, 
and the uniform is only diftinguifhable from the cut 


of the cloaths, 
L4 The 
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The minifters, the great officers, the 
men of the law, and, in general, all thofo 
perfons, who, from their fituations, are 
attached to the government, arrive early at 
the Seraglio, to be in readinefs to precede 
the Grand Signior in the proceffion. This 
march begins like out proceffions, by the 
perfons of the leaft importance, who file off 
without order. ‘They are all on horftback, 
and each of them is furrounded by a group 
of footmen, numerous in proportion to the 
rank and fortune of the mafter. The men 
of the law are remarkable for the great fize 
of their turbans and the fimplicity of their 
horfes houfing; but the Janifary Aga’s 

@etinue affords the moft {plendid pidture in 
the whole clafs of great officers, Befides 
the number of fervants around his horfe, 
he is preceded by two rows of ‘Tchorbad- 
gis +, who march on foot to the right and 
Jeft before their General. TThefe princi- 
pal officers, with yellow boots, the corners 
of their robes tucked up within their gir- 

+ Colonel of the Janiffaries ; the word Iiterally 12 
§ giver of foup.’ 
dle, 
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die, each of them carrying a white ftaff in 
his hand, and his head covered with a hel- 
met embroidered with gold, on the top of 
which is a large plume of feathers in the 
manner of the Romans, form a long alley 
of feathers, at the bottom of which is feen 
the Janiffary Aga, who overtops the crowd 
of his attendants; but an object of real cu- 
Niofity is the habit of the Achetchy Bachi {, 
who walks on foot between the two ranks 
of Colonels, of whom I have been {peak~- 
ing, and only a few paces before this Ge- 
neral, An enormous church veftment of 
black leather, ftuddid with filver nails, co- 
vers a boddice alfo of leather as redicu- 
Joufly ornamented. This little waiftcoat’ 
is fixed on him by a large girdle, with 
hooks and hinges, from which hang two 
enormous knives, the handles of which al- 
moft entirely cover the face ofthe Major ; 
whilt fj (poons, cups, and other filver utenfils, 
Yt Head of the kitchen; each company has one, 
who does the duty of Major; he fuperintends the 
living and the principal police. That of the Janiffary 
Aga does the duty of Major General. 
fufpended 
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Gafpended by chains of the fame metal, 
fearccly leave him the ufe of his feet. In 
fae, he is fo loaded, that on all public oc~ 
cafions when he is obliged to appear in this 
dsefs, two Janiflaries attend him to bear 
up his garment. 

The Tchaouche Bachi, one of the Minif- 
ters of the Porte, whofe employment is 
effentially connected with the civil adminie 
ftration, is preceded by the fergeants of 
whom he is the chief, and each of whom 
wears an oftrich feather on the fide of his. 
turban. The Boftandgy Bachi > alfo pre- 
ceded by two files of Boftandsis, ftaff in 
hand, whofe habits and }ead-dreffes of 
fearlet cloth, prefent to the eye an unifor- 
mity far from difagreeabe. Thefe different 
officersof the empire {dute the Janiflaries to 
the right and left, vho line the ftreet, and 
who anfwer by an ‘inclination of the body ; 
but they pay that homage with much 
more refpeét to the turbans alone of the 
Grand Signior, which are borne in cere~ 
mony before his Highnets. T'wo of thefe 
head-dreffes, with theis tufts of feathers, 

were 
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were at firft intended oply as a change for 
the Emperor, in cafe he fhould think pro- 
per; but that cuftom of pure convenience 
has become in the end an obje& of pomp 
and oftentation. 

Thefe turbans, placed on forts of tri- 
pods, of filver gilt, are borne by two 
horfemen, in their right hands, furfound- 
ed by a great number of Tchoadars, and 
thefe officers have only to incline the tur- 
bans a little to the right and left, as the 
Janiflaries, to the number of feven or 
eight at a time, bend moft profoundly to 
falute the Imperial Aigrets. ° 

In this proceffion, as curious to behold 
as difficult to defcribe, the Vifir and the 
Mufti, both clad in white, the former in 
fattin the latter in cloth, march by the 
fide of each other, furrounded by their at- 
tendants, and preceded by two.led horfes 
and the chatirs* of the-Vifir. On the 
fide of this Minifter, march the Alayt- 


* A fort of footmen, diftinguifhed by girdles of 
Ailver gilt. 


chaouches, 
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chaouches {, who keep conftantly moving 
their filver ftaves, ornamented with fmall 
chains, not unlike childrens rattles, and 
the noife of which accompanies him even 
to his own Palace. A loaded waggon, 
clumfily made, badly carved, but richly 
guilt, contains a fmall fopha, and ufually 
follows the Mufti to receive him when he 
is fatigued. 

At Jaft come the captains of the 
guards of the interior of the Seraglio, and 
the principal and inferior equerries, who 
precede the led horfes of the Grand Signior. 
Thefe horfes are covered with very rich 
houfing, which drag upon the ground, and 
leave nothing vifible but their heads, and 
their fronts are ornamented with a tuft of 
herons feathers ; each of them carries alfo 
a horfe’s tail, fufpended to the collar, and 
an the faddle a fabre and a pile of arms, 
pafled through the furcingle, are covered 
by xthield. Each horfe is led by two foot- 
men, who hold a long ftrap faftened to 

ta fort of tipftaff, attached to the dignity of 
Pacha. 

their 
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their heads ; immediately after follow two’ 
ranks of Affekis*, with their fabrag flung 
acrofs the body, and white ftaves in their 
hands. A troop of Zuluftchis $, with 
helmets of filver gilt, and uplifted lances, 
march alfo in two files, and precede the 
Peifks. Thefe latter, in the Roman drefs, 
carry the fafces, on the top of which is a 
filver axe, and march before the folacks §, 
who, wearing a fort of butkin, and armed 
with bows and arrows, are adorned with 
atich helmet, crowned with a plume of 
feathers in the form of a fan, which, join- 
ing at the extremities, formt two rows, 
in the middle of which the Grand Signior 
marches alone on horfeback. The Prince’s 


* The Affekis are a piched corps from the Bof- 
tandgis. 

} The Zuluftchis are another fort of troops for the 
interior of the Seraglio; they are richly clad, and 
‘wear two long curls of hair, which, faftened to their 
bonnet near the temples, came downsas low as their, 
fhoulders. 

§ Solacks: This word means left-handed, They 
areto defend the perfon of the fovereign, They who 
are on his right hand muft draw their bows with their 
Jeft. This is, no doubt, the origin of their name. 


tuft 
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tuft overtops this magnificent group. His 
approadh infpires a gloomy filence. ‘The 
Janiffaries make a profound reverence un- 
til the row of feathers hides the Emperor 
from their view. On his fide, his High- 
nefs has the civility to anfwer this falute, 
by a flight motion of the head, as he patfes, 
to right and left. 

An infinite number of Tchoadars en- 
compafs and follow the Grand Signior. 
Thcy furround alfo the Seliftar Aga, who 
bears the Imperial fabre on his fhoulder, 
and wears a drefs of gold ftuff, which is 
the only one amongft them that fits the 
fhape. 

‘The Kitlar Aga appears next, followed 
by the Kafuadar Aga*, who clotes 
the proceffion, and diftributes money to 
the croud who follows him. The Capid- 

* Every body knows that the Kiflar Aga is the 
chief of the etfhuchs; next to him is the Kafnadar 
Aga, as black, and not lefs an eunuch than himfelf; 
whofe employment is to take care of the private treae 
fare, and to throw money ainongft the people on 
public ceremonies. 


gilar 
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gilar Kiayafly §, and the Boftandgy Bachi, 
who go before the Grand Signior on all 
public occafions, on their return to the Se- 
raglio muft alight at the end of the firft 
court, to be ready to precede his Highnefs. 
They quicken their pace accordingly ; 
when they come near, proftrate them- 
felves at his horfe’s fect, and introduce the 
Prince into the fecond court, marching be- 
fore him to the place where he difimounts, 
and where he is received by the domeftic 
officers of the Seraglio. 

The celebrated Racub Pacha, who had 
jutt buried his old mafter, and inftalled his 
new one, was the firft to perceive that Sul- 
tan Muftapha, to the full as ignorant, but 
not fo inaftive as he imagined him, muft 
have employment. I have already painted 
the charaéter of this firft Minifter. It will 
hot, therefore, appear extraordinary that 
hié earlieft occupation was inhumanly to 
urge his mafter to renew the fumptuary 
Jaws, and to fee them carried into execus 
tion himfelf with the utmoft cigour. He 


. § Captain of the Guards of the Porte, 
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was no lefs defirous of encouraging his 
ignorance, and of rendering his authority 
odious to the public, 

The firft aéts of his authority were 
marked with violence and extreme barba- 
rity. The public cryers had not yet finithed 
the proclamation of the law, when the 
Grand Signior difguiicd, as well as the 
executioners of his pleafure who attended 
him, inflicted punishments on fuch Greeks, 
Armenians, and Jews, as lie found wear- 
ing the colours which are prohibited thefe 
three nations. An unfortunate Chriftian 
beggar, with an old pair of yellow § Mo- 
rocco flippers, beftowed on him in charity 
by a Turk, was ftopt by the Grand Sig- 
nior, and this excufe was not fufficient to 
fave his life. Every day gave birth to fome 
new horror. 

The Turks themfelves were comprized 
in this law, which determined even the 
fort of furs permitted to be worn by each 
profeffion, and regulated the make of the 
cloaths, and the heighth of the head-drefs 


§ This colour isrefervedfor the flippersofthe Turks. 
of 
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of the Worten. The Europeatia were daly 
exempted, by fubmisting to wear thelt 
oloaths after their own fathion. This law, 
alone, by fubjefting them to it, ought for 
ever to have preferved the Ambeffadors 
from the humifiation of fesing the perfons 
they protected, baftinadoed and otherwifg 
ill-treated, which the Turks would not 
have attempted if they had never given 
them any other than foreign drefles. 

‘Ewo unfortunate events, however, made 
them relax in this profecution ; it is only 
from freth difaftere that human nature, 
fuffering under defpotifn, is relieved from. 
thofe the already undergoes; and I thall 
firengthen this remark by obferving, that 
when any perfon is afked his age at Com 
ftantinople, he always replies by quoting 
the year of the great plague, of the fansine, 
the period of {uch a rebellion, or of fach 
aconflagration. = - 

‘The Grand Signior’s fleet was in the Are 
chipelago, employed én exafting a sribute 
from its wretched inbahitants, which they 
always, pay fourfold from this mode of sof 
Vou. L M leGtion, 
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Yedlion ; and the caravan of pilgrims fér 
Mecca, was on the road to Damafcus. 
Conftantinople received at the fame time 
the intelligence that the Admiral’s fhip, 
whilft the officers and greateft part of the 
crew were on fhore, had been run away 
with, and catried to Malta by the flaves 
om board; and that the caravan, in fpite 
of the Pacha, the cannon, and the troops 
* that efcorted it, had been attacked and cut 
to pieces by the Arabs of the Defert. The 
prejudices and vanity of the people, wound- 
ed at once by thefe two cataftrophes, they 
Yok all refpet, and the confternation en- 
couraging their infolence, they had the 
hardinefs to murmur loudly againft the 
Grand Signior, and to impute to him thefe 

melancholy events. 
+ Every thing which threatened the effa- 
blithed ofder with too hazardous a commo- 
tion, muft neceffarily difturb Racub Pacha, 
and that artful Minifter foon difcovered an 
- expedient to divert the attention of the peo- 
. ple, and point it to an agreeable objeét. 
The famine {till freth in their minds, fur- 
nifhed 
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nithed him with the means, He eircu- 
lated amongft the public the magnificent 
projet of dividing Afta Minor by a navi- 
gable canal*, fit for the conveyance of 
provifions, that the capital might no longer 
be expofed to the rifk and uncertainty of 
fea voyages. It would be neceflary for this 
end to join the rivet Zachary to the town 
of Hnic, the ancient Niceum, by means of 
a lake fituated mid-way, the waters of 
which, by the conftru@ion of locks, and 
fupplied by feveral rivers that might be 
turned into it, would become inexhauf= 
tible. The Drogman of the Porte was 
fent on 2 commiffion to M. de Vergennes 
to dernand my affiftance. I went in con- 
fequence to the Porte to confult on a plan of 
operations, and even fome of the Minifters - 
took journeys to gather information on the 
fpot ; but this whole projet, which was 
only a pretext, vanifhed with the difcon- 
tents it had contributed to remove. 


* Racub Pacha, better informed than the Turks 
generall}, are, had becrowed this Project, no bande, 


fom Pliny. . 
Ma This 
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This event gave me the firft infight inte 
the ignorance of the Turks, which I have 
fince completely verified. I was hardly 
arrived at the Porte before they prefented 
a Greek to me, who, as they faid, would 
bé of the greateft fervice to us in the under- 
taking. He was the clevereft feltow in the 
empire: I afked im fome queftions on Ie- 
velling, and was very foon able to appre- 
ciate his talents, on his fewing me a fthall 
plate of copper with which he was to 
work, and which had at firft efcaped my 
notice, for this rare inftroment was fur- 
rounded by a great number of {pettators, 
ravifhed with admiration. 

As for the anlappy pilgrims of the ca- 
Yavan, the matter termimated by looking on 
them as martyrs; and his moft Chriftian 
Majefty having had the goodnefs to pur- 
chafé at Malta; and to reftore the veflel 
and the Admiral’s flog ¢: which the flaves 

i had 

} This flag was the mere interefting, as having 

Been given to fhe Grand Signior by Mecca, the 

"Turks affixed a faperftitious value on it. The namis 

ef the Prophet's Ditciples at the four angles, aa 
en 
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had carried off, calm was re-eftablithed for 
fome time in Conftantinople. 

The Grand Signior, however, fortu- 
nately found other employment for his ac- 
tivity than the fumptuary Jaws. The 
coin, the verification of the treafury ac+ 
counts, very foon occupied his whole time. 
We retrenched alfo feveral abufes in the ex- 
penditure of his harem, and fixed the an- 
nual fum for the maintenance of his wo- 
men §. The Kiflar Aga too, loft, under 
this reign, all the importance of his office 
in the adminiftration of the Vakoufs, which 
was given to the Vifir; but a {peculation, 
always dangerous for the Sovereign, pro- 
pofed to his Highnefs by one of his fa- 
vourites, produced fuch a diminution in 
the coin, that the falfe coiners in Turkey 


edged fabre for the efcutcheon, and fome paffages of 
the Alcoran woven in filk, on a crimfon ftuff, for 
border, g.ve}this flag a talifmanic air, which always 
makes its lofs more painful than its poffeffion is of 
utility. 

§ I have been affured that the article of each wo- 
man’s drefs was rated at two hundred and fifty livres a 
year, about ten guineas Englith, which could not have 
heen very fumptuous, 


M3 work 


166 MEMOIRS OF THE 


work at this day in favour of the people ; 
no matter what alloy they employ, the 
Grand Signior’s coin is invariably below 
the nominal value of their money. 

The revenues of the empire were not 
augmented by this manccuvre. The Pa- 
chas, who were at once the farmers of the 
revenue, and governors of the provinces, 
were not become lefs rapacious, The eye 
of the Sovereign was only more attentive- 
ly fixed on their conduét, for the purpofe 
of defpoiling them of the produce of their 
rapine +: their oppreffions continued, and 


+} This {pecies of confifcation is paid into the pri- 
vate treafury of the Grand Signior, The complaints 
of the provinces againft their governors, make him 
acquainted with the fortunes of the oppreffors; and 
the Sovereign’s juitice, highly offended, uo doubt, 
indemnifies itfelf, by taking poffeffion of the fums ex- 
torted. The unfortunate wretches who cry diftrefs, 
obtain nothing but the culprits head, and the new 
oppreffor who foceceds him, makes them almoft al- 
ways regret the former. The fyftem of the Turkith 
Sinances confifts in- placing on the furface a great 
number of fpunges, which fwelling with the dew, 
afford the Sovereign the means of acquiring afl, by 
efqneezing them into a refervoir, of which he oply 

‘Skeops the key: 
the 
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the danger of appearing rich, did no more 
than check that prodigality which makes 
a fort of reftitution to the public. 

Commerce, attacked in its circulation, 
very foon experienced that fort of langour 
which invariably produces the greateft dif- 
orders. ‘The attizans were deftitute of 
work, and the want of employment, join- 
ed to need, hurried the people on to crimes, 
The hope of pillage, and the defire of re- 
venging themfelves on the rich, multi- 
plied the fires. 

A coundak, a fort of combuftible that 
confitts only in putting a piece of tinder, 
wrapped in brimftone matches, in the midft 
of a {mall bundle of pine fhavings, is the 
method ufually employed by thefe incen- 
diaries. They lay this match by ftealth 
behind a door which they find open, or on 
a window, and after fetting it on fire, they 
make their efcape. This is fofficient very 
often to produce the moft terrible ravages 
in a town, where the houfes built of wood, 
and painted with afpic oil, afford the eafieft 

M¢ opportunity 
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opportuity to the firft mifcreant who is 
difpofed to reduce them to afhes. 

‘This method employed by the incendia. 
ries, and which often efcapes the vigilance 
of the mafters of houfes, added to the com- 
yaon caufes of fires, gave, for fome time, 
very frequent alarms; but this {pecies of 
mifchief was at length put an end to, by 
the pregnancy of one of the women of the 
Seraglio; and, above all, by the frefh adti~ 
vity which this intelligence gave to com- 
merce, The prefents ufual on thefe occa- 
fions were prepared ; every thought was 
turned towards the Donanemas*, which 
had not taken place in the courfe of twa 
reigns ; and the employment of individu- 
als, seftored the calm, the coutinnance of 
which this event infyred, by adding to the 
weight of the Grand Signior’s authouity. Jy 
$a, of whatfoever fex the child in em- 


* The public rejoicings for the birth of the Otto- 
sotn princes, In general, when a princefs is born, 
they gre given only on the fea, but st was determined 
that there fhould be extraordinary entertainments on 
the birth of the firft child of either fex, after fo long 
a fierility, 

bryo 
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bryo might prove, this pregnancy-at leaft 
promifed heirs to the empire. Sultan Muf= 
tapha, more brilliant than ufual, appeared 
in public with a certainty of pleafing: 
Some maney diftributed amongft the peo- 
ple, accomplifhed his popularity, which is 
always to be purchafed by condefcending 
to {pend a little money, and by {fkilfully 
ufing a little addrefs to obtain it, 

Murad Mollach had committed errors 
in this particular: he had not paid fuffi- 
cient attention to the multitude. Hia 
friends apprized him, that in his fituation 
it was neceflary to ftand better with the 
people, if he withed to attain the firft em- 
ployments. To pleafe them, therefore, 
and to ingratiate himfelf with his mafter, 
the Effendi, availing himfelf of the occa- 
fion, he prepared an entertainment for the 
event, which excited the public joy in the 
meadow of Buyukdéré, 

T thall not be blamed for dwelling on 
thefe details, which offer the genuine pic- 
ture of the manners and cuftems of,a na- 
tion, 

A rope 
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A rope was firetched from the top of two 
‘ pofts, placed at the diftance of forty feet 
from each other; {ufpended to this rope 
were feveral pieces of cord, with glafs 
‘amps placed at proper diftanccs for the ob- 
jects the illuminations were intended to re- 
prefent +. The Grand Signior’s cypher, 
the plan of his boat, a feleétion of words 
from the Coran, applicable to the fubje&t, 
ornamented the the illumination during 
the three days that the entertainment laft- 
ed, whilft rope-dancers, a company of 
Jewith players, and women-dancers, con- 
tinued to amufe the fpectators very late in 
the night. But this pi€ture appeared to 
me the moft curious by the light of about 
twenty iron chafing-dithes, raifed on 
flakes, where a conftant red flame wag 


+ The principal Mofques are illuminated in the 
fame manner during the Ramazan: their Minarets 
ferve as pofts to faften the principal rope, from whence 
the lamps are fufpended by rings, which flide along 
ag they are lighted from the gallery of one of the Mi- 
narets, and as from the gallery of the oppofite Mina- 
ret they draw a fmall rope, that joins and fupports 
them at proper diftances, : 

kept 
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kept, by means of piched rags and fir- 
wood, 
Thefe doleful chandeliers were placed 
in a circle, to light the ‘buffoons, who oc- 
cupied the center, and the tents prepared 
for Murad Mollach and his company, 
formed, with the croud of affiftants, a great 
line of circumvallation, part of which was 
occupied by the women of the populace. 
The illumination placed without this laft 
ring, ferved only as the fign of invitation 
to the entertainment, the moft precious 
article of which was undoubtedly the Co« 
medy. x 
A fort of cage, three feet fquare, and 
fix feet high, inclofed by a curtain, repre- 
fents ahoufe, in which is one of the Jew- 
ith ators in women’s drefs ; another Jew, 
Srefled as a young Turk, and fuppofed to 
be in love with the lady of the houfe; a 
valet, no bad buffoon; another Jew in 
woman's cloaths, playing the lady of eafy 
virtue ; a hufband who is duped; all the 
perfonages, in fhort, one fees on every 
ftage, occupied the exterior, and compo- 
fed 
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fed'the piece. But what one fees ne where 
elfe, is the désouement ; every thing pafles 
on tha ftage, nothing is left tothe imagi- 
nation of the fpetators ; arid if the cry of 
the Muezzin ¢ happens to be heard during 
thefe tranfa@ions, the Muffulmen turn to- 
wards Mecca, whilft the a¢tors continue 
their parts. And I thall have faid enough 
of this whimfical aflemblage of momentary 
devotion, and continual indecency, if the 
reader perceives that this picture, difficult 
to defcribe in writing, would be ftill more 
fe for the pencil. 

A fet of aukward rope-dancers, and 
clumfy wreftlers, fome vulgar buffoons, 
and ftrotling women-dancers, filled up the 
interval between the Comedies, Amongft 
thefe women, whofe merit certainly doesnot 
confift either in the elegance of their fteps, 
or in the gracefulnefs of their attitudes, 
but who give infinite pleafure to the Turks 
by fuch talents as they poffefs, one young 


} The perfon ‘who at the top of the Miranets calls 
ths people to prayer. 
: gil, 
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girl, of ten or twelve years old, of very 
promifing agility, was particularly diftin- 
guifhed ; and after cach dance, when the 
went round, as was the cuftom, with the 
Diare §, to collcét in money the value of 
thofe agreeable ideas with which fhe had 
furnithed the company, the principal 
‘Turks of Murad Mollach’s company put 
her up to auGion, bidding one againft ano- 
ther, placing fequins at the fame time on 
her forehead*, as a mark of their favour. 
The value of this flave, whofe face, not- 
withftanding, had nothing extraordinary 
to diftinguith it, rofe to the fum of twelve 
purfes §, which an old Mollach gave the 

z merchants, 


§ Tambour de bafque, that frves to mark the mea- 
fare, 

The Sequin isa gold coin fa light, that by placing 
it on the forehead it fticks formetimes, and this is the 
manner in which the Turks reward the agility of the 
dartcers. 

‘The putfe is of the numerical value of 500 piaftres, 
and which would be equal to 1500 livres French, or 
Gal. ros, fterling, if the-adulteration of the Grand 
Signior’s coin was not carried fo far, as n0 longer to 
admit of comparifon, and which the Exchange of 

Commerce 
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merchgnts, ae the price of the barren plea- 
fare of perpetuating thofe ideas which he 
had loft the hopes of realizing. 

Except at the public entertainments, 
“where the licence is unbounded, and per- 
mitted, the ators never difplay their ta- 
Jents, but in private houfes, where they 
are fent for on feafts or weddings. Thefe 
companies of wretched mountebanks are 
always compofed either folely of men or 
women. The companies of women re- 
prefent the infide of the Harems with as 
‘much diftinG@tion, and as little referve, as 
the comedians of whom we have been 
fpeaking; but mufic is the common and 
moft familiar amufement of the Turks, 

‘Their martial mufic is of the moft bar- 
barous kind; enormous drums, ftruck 
with akind of mallet, mix a dead noife 
with the clear and lively found of the fmall 
kettle-drums, which are accompanied by 
clarinets, and the fhrill trumpets, the 


‘Commerce has fince reduced to 25 or 30 percent, bu 
without reaching the level of the comparitive value of 
the intrinfic Specidy, 

tones 
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Yones of which they force to complete the 
moft difcordant crafh that can be imas 
gined, 

Their chamber mufic, on the contrary, ° 
is very foft ; and if one is difpleafed with 
the monotony of femi-tones, which at firft 
is very difagreeable, one cannot but allow 
ita fort of melancholy expreffion, with 
which the Turks are very powerfully af- 
feéted. A violin with three ftriangs, tuned 
to the Jew’s harp, the viol d’amour, which 
they have adopted, the Dervife flute, fofter 
than our German flute, the tambour, a 
fort of mandoline, with a long handle, and 
wire ftrings, the reed, or Pan’s flute, and 
the tambour de bafque, to mark the time, 
ufually compofe their orcheftra. It is pla- 
ced at the bottom of au apartment, where 
the muficians, {quat upon the ground, play 
melodious, or quick airs, without written 
mufic, but always in unifon, whilft the 
company, in profound filence, get intoxi- 
cated with an enthufiaftic langour, by 
fmoaking their pipes, and taking pills of 
opium. : 

Thofe 
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Thole amongft the Turks who give 
themfelves up to an immoderate ufe of 
opium, are eafily to be diftinguithed by a 
fort of ricketty complaint, which this poi- 
fon produces in courfe of time. Deftined 
to live agreeably only when in a fort of 
drunkennefs, thefe men prefent, above all, 
a curious fpectacle, when they are affem- 
bled in a part of Conftantinople, called 
Teriaky Tcharchify, the Market of Opium- 
eaters. 

tis there, that towards the evening, one 
fecs the lovers of opium arrive by the dif- 
ferent ftreets which terminate at the So- 
lymania ||, whofe pale and melancholy coun- 
tenances would infpire only compaffion, 
did not their ftretched necks, their heads 
twifted to the right or left, their back 
bones crooked, one fhoulder up to the 
‘ears, anda number of other whimifical atti- 
tudes which are the confequences of the 
diforder, prefent the moft ludictous al 
moft laughable picture. 


| The greateft Mofque in Conftantinople. 
so Abig 
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A long row of little fhops is built againft 
one of the walls of the place where the 
Moique ftands ; thefe thons are fhaded by 
an harbour, which communicates from 
one to the other, and under which every 
merchant takes care to place a {mall fopha 
for his cuftomers to fit on; without hin- 
dering the paflage, who place themfelves 
in fucceffion to receive a dofe proportioned 
to the degree of habit and want they have 
contraéted. The pills are foon diftri- 
buted ; the moft experienced fwallow four 
of thefe, larger than olives, and every one 
drinking a large glafs of cold water upon it, | 
waits in {ome particular attitude for an 
agreeable reverie, which, at the end of 
three quarters of an hour, or an hour at 
moft, never fails to animate thefe ma- 
chines, and make them gefticulate in a 
hundred different manners; but they are 
always very extraordinary and very gay. 
This is the moment when the {cene be- 
comes moft interefting ; all the actors are 
happy ; each of them returns home in a 
ftate of total ebriety, but in the full and 

Vox, I, N perfect 
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perfect pofleffion of a happinefs which rea- 
fon is not able to procure him. Deaf to 
the hootings of the paffengers they meet 
with, who divert hemfelves by making 
them talk nonfenfe, every oneof them firm- 
ly believes himfelf in pofleffion of what he 
withes ; they have the appearance and the 
feeling of it: the reality frequently does 
not produce fo much pleafure. 

The fame thing happens in private 
houfes, where the mafter fets the exam- 
ple of this ftrange debauch. The men of 
the law, the moft fubjeé toit, and alf the 
Dervifes, ufed to get drunk with opium, 

‘before they learnt to prefer the excefs of 
wine. There are in Turkey two kinds of 
this fpecies of Monks, very different from 
each other, but equally remarkable. The 
difference between them proceeds from the 
fort of regulation that their founder has im- 
pofed refpetively upon them ; that of the 
Mewliacn Dervife is to turn round like 2 
totum, to the found of a tolerably {oft 
mufic, and to acquire a holy intoxication 
from the vertigos, which are the natural 

cone 


BARON DE TOTT. 179 


confequence of this ftrange exercife, if ha- 
bit did not prevent that effet, which, how- 
ever, they generally make up for at the 
tavern. The cuftom of the other Monks, 
called Taéta-tepen*, is more doleful, and 
more favage. It confifts in gravely march. 
ing one after another round their chapel, 
and pronouncing the name of God with a 
loud voice, which they ftrain at every 
ftroke of a drum beaten on the occafion ; 
but very foon the ftrokes gradually follow- 
ing clofer, become fo loud, that thefe 
wretches are obliged to make great exer~ 
tions of their lungs, and the moft devout 
never finifh the proceffion without {pitting 
blood. ‘The appearance of thefe Monks is 
always gloomy and auftere, and they are 
fo perfuaded of the fardtity of their prac- 
tice, and fo fure of pleafing Heaven by 
their howlings, that they never look on 
other men but with the moft profound 
contempt. 


* Beater on boards, Perhaps in the beginning they 
had no other inftrument, 


Na There 
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‘There are other Monks alfo in Turkey, 
and Santons, who go about the country : 
it is dangerous to meet them in a wood; 
under the cloak of religion they get admit- 
tance tothe houfes of devotees, andare every 
where the worft company one can find. 

Such of the Dervifes as are impudent 
enough to profit by the general ignorance, 
fet themfelves up for prophets, and pro- 
phecy unpunifhed. Ifthe event has jufti- 
fied the prediétions they have hazarded, 
they pafs immediately for faints, and are 
held in the higheft eftimation ; but even 
thofe who are unfuccefsful’ pafs only for 
fools, but do not forfeit their right of ad- 
mittance every where. Nothing can refift 
their effrontery ; the name of God, profti- 
tuted by thefe knaves, has always an in- 
fluence on the fuperftitious multitude ; and 
Ihave feen one of them come and feat 
himfelf with the greateft infolence, by’ the 
fide of the Vifir, whilft I was in fecret 
converfation with him, and people of the 
higheft rank were kept at a diftance: The 
fanaticifm of the” public compels a tacit 

fubmiffion 
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fubmiffion in the more enlightened, and 
the moft powerful Turks cannot get rid 
of this rabble for a moment without giv- 
ing them money, the only effet of which 
is to render them more troublefome and 
infolent. 

Rachub Pacha, better informed than 
the Turks are in general, whether with a 
view of deftroying ignorance, or to leave 
behind him a monument of his tafte for 
literature, built at his own expence, a 
large dome, for the purpofe of founding a 
public library, there being no fuch inftitu- 
tion at Conftantinople. A thoufand or 
twelve hundred Arabic or Perfian manu- 
feripts, which the Vifir had collected and 
bequeathed to this library, were ranged on 
fhelves, difpofed in the form of circular 
pyramids, in the center of the rotunda. 
A librarian was appointed, the public had 
the right of entering at ‘tated hours, and 
Rachub founded the neceflary expence. 
But nothing certainly will ever lay the 
foundation of the inftruétion of the Turks, 
as long as the difficulties of thei language 

N3 prefcribe 
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prefcribe its limits to the fole talent of 
reading and writing. 

The prefs might have extended them: 
one Ibrahim Effendi had eftablithed that 
ufeful art of multiplying copies; he even 
printed feveral works, but which had a 
very indifferent fale, although he feleéted 
the moft promifing. But what fuccefs, in 
fa&t, could be expected from an art, which 
on the firft glance, reduced to nothing the 
talents of thofe who paffed for men of 
knowledge? They became at once judges 
and parties in their own caufe: the art of 
printing could not attain the perfection of 
joining the letters; it was defpifed, and 
Ibrahim fhut up thop, 

Rachub himfelf was not free from that 
falfe {cience which takes a pride in over- 
coming difficulties. He amufed himfelf 
with joining the letters fo as they could 
not be decyphered ; and above every thing, 
he delighted in playing upon words: many 
ftrokes of this bad kind of wit, tolerably 
pleafant, are ftill recounted of him, but 
which, from the very circumftance of 

their 
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their belonging to the Turkith gloffary, 
cannot be tranflated. 

Difengaged by the natural energy of his 
mind from all thofe prejudices which de- 
grade almoft univerfally the Turkifh na- 
tion, this Vifir derived a fource of enter- 
tainment even from the moft atrocious ob- 
jeéts. We may fuppofe that Mahometan- 
ifm itfelf did not efcape his pleafantry. 

An European prefents himfelf one day 
at the Porte, and fignified by his geftures 
more than by his language, that he withed 
to become a Turk, and that he was a Ger- 
man. Befides the neceffity of calling fome 
perfon who could underftand him, it is 
exprefsly ftipulated by treaties, that no 
European can lawfully renounce his reli- 
gion but in the prefence of a Drogman.— 
One of the interpreters of the German em- 
bafly was found, and conduétedto the Vifir, 
whom he informed that the new comer was 
a native of Dantzick, which place he had 
quitted exprefsly for the purpofe of embrac- 
ing the Mahometan religion at Conftantino- 
ple. This refolution appeared to Rachub too 

N4 fingular 
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fingular not to excite his curiofity to know 
the real motive ; and the candidate, quef- 
tioned a fecond time, devoutly replied, 
“¢ That Mahomet had appeared to him in 
a vifion, to invite him to merit all the fa~ 
vours beftowed upon his followers.” 
*¢ There is aftrange rogue for you!” fays 
the Vifir, ‘* Mahomet has appeared to him 
at Dantzick!—To an infidel !—when, 
notwithftanding the exaCtnefs with which 
Ihave faid the five prayers to him for 
more than feventy years, he has never 
done me that honour, Tell him, Drog- 
man, that nobody deceives me with im- 
punity; that he muft, doubtlefs, have 
killed his father and mother; that I will 
order him to be hanged up, if he does not 
tell methe truth.” ‘Terrified at this me~ 
nace, the traveller confeffed that he had 
been a fchoolmafter at Dantzick, and that 
after fome time, he had been fo unlucky 
asto furnifh matter for fome difagreeable 
fafpicions : that the parents of the boys 
entrufted to his care had cruelly perplexed 
him ; that, at length the magiftrates were 

difpofed 
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difpofed to handle him a little roughly ; 
that to efcape from their fentence, and well 
informed that at Conftantinople they did 
not make fuch a ftir about fuch a trifle, he 
was come to change his head-drefs, in 
hopes of being very foon himfelf fufficienly 
inftru€ted to contribute alfo to he educa- 
tion of the Turkith youth. ‘* Make him 
declare his confeffion of faith,” replied the 
Vifir, ‘* and take this convert to fuch a 
Mollach’s houfe, who mutt provide for his 
fupport : they are formed for each others 
fociety ; I make hima prefent of this com- 
rade; but let the Iman of the quarter be 
told to go and inftru& them both, and ac- 
quaint them, that no religion bas ever tole 
rated their doctrine. 

The praétice regulerly purfued by the 
Turkith Emperors of building and endow- 
ing a Mofque, has fo multiplied thefe tem- 
ples, that building-ground was become 
very fcarce at Conftantinople. Sultan 
Mahamout had determined to ercét one at 
Scutary; he died, and Sultan Ofman 
finifhed it. Muftapha, however, found 

means 
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means to purthdfe in his capital a piece of 
ground large enoygh for the Mofque which 
he intended building. This Prince, to 
fupply the deficiency of thofe houfes he 
was'about to deftroy, and to endow this 
new Mofque, had formed the project of 
making a jettée, on a fhallow bank of the 
Sea of Marmora, near the walls of the city, 
there to form a new quarterr 

The ignorance of the archite&ts ftrove a 
Jong time, and under great difadvantages, 
againft the waves of the fea; and avarice, 
which always learns to its coft, that there 
is no true ceconomy but in well placed ex- 
pences, wasat length compelled to give 
way to neceffity; all the money which 
had been Javithed until that time was 
thrown away ; every thing muft be begun 
at freth expence; caiffoors were employed, 
and this expedient fucceeding, the work 
was 


completed. 

The’ principal part of the Turkith pro- 
prietors of honfes, purchafed for the fite 
of the Mofque,, became inhabitants of the 
new buildings, and renters of the new 

temple, 
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ofits founder. The intereft or religious 
zeal of the proprietors prefented no oblta- 
cle to Muftapha in the purchafe of fuch 
houfes as were convenient for his plan. 
Sultan Soliman, the greatelt Ottoman 
Prince, was not fo fortunate in fimilar'cir- 
cumflances ; and the anecdote in queftion 
appears to me the more interefting, as it 
may give fome idea of the legal value of 
property in Turkey. 

The fite of the projedted Solimania was 
* fixed on, and Sultan Soliman {eemied to 
have no impediment to fear in the necef- 
fary purchafes; when a Jew, poffeflor of 
ahoufe of little value, refufed to part with 
itat any price. Thé mnft tempting offers 
"were made him without fuccefs. The Ifrae~ 
lite reraained inflexible, and his obftinacy 
prevailed ayer his avarice. Every perfon 
of Sultan Soliman’s Court, accuftomed to 
fee the univerfe bend ‘before this Prince, 
anticipated with applaufe the profpett of 
fering the Jew's houfe razed from it} foun 
datign, and the Jew himfelf dragged tu 
condign 
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‘condign punifhment; but fortunate are 
thofe Princes who do not confound the man 
with the Sovereign, nor imagine they have 
aright to exercife their authority to gratify 
their perfonal 1efentment! Fortunate the 
Princes who ftay till juftice pronounces in 
their caufe, and whofe minds are fo en- 
larged as to look beyond the applaufes of 
their furrounding courtiers ! 

Such was Sultan Soliman.—He defcend- 
ed from the throne to interrogate the law. 
*¢ Aman,” wrote he to the Mufti, “ intends 
raifing a temple to the divinity ; all the 
Muffulmen, proprietors of the ground ne- 
ceflary for the purpofe, haften to partake 
of the good work, by felling their houfes ; 
one perfon only, and he a Jew, obftinately 
refufes every offer :—What punifhment 
does he deferve ?”—** None,” replies the 
Mufti; “ the property of individuals is 
facred without diftin@tion, anda temple 
cannot be eredted to God whofe very foun- 
dation refts on the violation of fo holy a 
law. It is favourable in this inftance to 
the Jews apparent defire of leaving his 

children 
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children a property, the value of which 
might otherwife be diffipated; but this 
ground may be rented, that is the Sove- 
reign’s right whenever he has occafion for 
ahoufa An agreement mutt, therefore, 
be made with the Jew and his heirs for a 
certain annual rent; by this means his pro- 
perty will remain inviolate, the houfe may 
be knocked down, and the Mofque built 
without fearing that the prayers of the 
Muffulmen will be rejected.” The Mufti’s 
fetfa was carried into execution. 

It is ufual on founding Mofques, to add 
the endowment of public {chools, where 
the children of the diftri& go to learn their 
prayers. Many rich perfons build foun- 
tains alfo, and Namas-Giack* to point 
out to devout Muffulmen the direétion of 
Mecca, This fort of luxury difplays itfelf 
with profufion, particularly in the coun- 
try.” Superftition has multiplied thefe 


* Ground laid out for prayers. A ftone on which 
the profefion of faith is ufually written, points 
ont the dire&tion of Mecca; whilit a fountain ferves 
the Muffulmen for ablution. 


. little 
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Tittle eftablifhments; they are worth a 
* great number of indulgencies, and the Turk 
who obtains them has a daily demand, 
Thofe, of, which perfons in office are in 
continual want to fave themfeives in this 
world, are purchafed rather ‘Higher ; and 
the neceflity they are under of preferving 
the Grand Signior’s favour, furnithes a 
temptation for avarice, ambition, and fear, 
to make innumerable fpeculations, and very 
often erroneous calculations. The moft 
esconomical method, undoubtedly, when 
it facceeds, is to obtain the Grand Signior's 
acceptance of a flave that pleafes him, and 
who will be geateful enough to ufe her in- 
tereft in favour of her former mafter. 1 
have f{een, at my mother in law's, one of 
thofe Georgian women deftined by Sultana 
Afma to the fuperlative honour of amufing 
« his Highnefs, and 1 perceived nothing very 
Miriking in ber more than a girl of cigh+ 
teen years old, of 2 middle fize, very: ro~ 
hut, and whe might pafs for a good pretty 
alehoufe wench. She had, it muit be 


owned, large black eyes, the beauty of 
which 
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which, common enough in Turkey, would 
have diftinguithed her in any other ooun- 
‘trys but they: were inanishate, and ‘the 
form they were blackened with did not 
zender them more agreeable. 

I will not incur the reproach of negleat- 
ing to {peak of the drug fo celebrated, and 
fo much made ufe of throughout Afia. It 
is a black, impalpable powder, fo volative 
that it adheres in a fort of dew to a brafs 
wire, fixed to the cork of the flafk which 
contains it. The art of ufing it confifts in 
drawing out the brafs wire, 38£ which the 
cork forms the handle, without touching 
the edges of the flafk, fo as to thake of the 
black powder. They put the point of this 
needle into the inner corner of the eye, 
keeping the eye-lids open at the fame 
time, and draw it gently acrofs towards 
thetemples, fo as to leave two black ftripes 
within the eye-lafhes, which give a very 
harfh air to the handfomeft eyes; but 
which the Turks take for an air of foft- 
nefa, , 

: * But 
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But what will appear ftill more extraor- 
dinary, is, that the men themfelves, and, 
above all, the old men are guilty of this co- 
quetry. The ufe of farmé is almoft gene- 
ral. It is fuppofed, tis true, to poflefs 
the virtue of ftrengthening the fight ; but 
it is more certain that the effe& of furmd is 
difagreeable to that fenfef. Every thing 

: which 


+ This praétice is lefs common amongft the peo- 
ple, and feems to be more particularly confined to the 
fate of opulengs, and a fort of inaétion neceffary to 
this kind of beM@fty ; for it is evident that this impal- 
pable powder, laid ever fo carefully on the edge of 
the eyelids, would {pread itfelf difagreeably by a co~ 
pious perfpiration. That clafs of the people, how- 
ever, always moft nomerous, whofe labour exacts a 
daily tribute from idle luxury, has likewife its pecu- 
iar mode of decoration, which confifts, as in almoft 
all favage nations, in covering the arms and legs, and 
fometimes the breafts, with figures pricked out on the 
thin, and which being rubbed, before they are healed 
up, with forte colour, preferve that which pene- 
trates. The blue produced by gunpowder is the moft 
in ufe; and their prejudices furnith the principal fab- 
ject of thefe fantaftical defigns. The names of Jefua 
uad of Mahomet, diftinguifh the Chriftian and the 
Turk employed at the fame labour. Gallantry has 
fikewife its fhare in thie fort of ornament, and one 
very often feen amorous yerfes intermixed ~~ 

ages 
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which catt contribute to the prefervation 
of beauty, or fupply the want of it, is 
fought after in this country with extreme 
eagernefs, and the Chiotes } at Conftanti- 
hople are in pofleffion of this quackery. 
But never has their art of rendering the 
fkin freth, protraéted the moment when it 
naturally ceafes to be fo. They may be 
accufed with more apparent juftice of ac- 
celerating the deftruction of beauty in 
‘Turkey, did not the immoderate ufe of hot 
baths ruin it more effectually than the 
Sulimé §. 

The conftru@ion of thefe baths ought 
to be defcribed, that after exarrining their 
effeéts, we may be able to eftimate the con- 
fequences. ‘Two {mall chambers of brick, 
lined with marble or ftucco, communicate 
with each other, and are refpettively 
lighted by {mall domes, perforated in the 
fages from the Alcoran; but this fpecies of gallantry 
Is not always fufficiently determunate to prevent tr+ 
rors on the fabjeét. 

+ Inkabirants of Chios. 


§ Suline is a fort no arial ad fin and 
snake it fhine, 


Vou. L ° “form 
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¢form of chequers. This fmall building is 
joined to the houfe by an apartment to un- 
drefs in. Double-fathed doors, lined with 
felt, fhut in the firft and fecond part of the 
bath. A fubterraneous vault, to which 
one enters from without, ferves to heat it. 
This vault is of the fize of the lower apart- 
ment, and heats alfo a cauldron placed di- 
reGtly under the marble floor of the bath, 
up to the very cieling of the vault below, 
where a fire of dry wood is kept. Fun- 
nels placed in the middle of the walls, run 
from the infide of the cauldron, and rife 
without the cupola, to carry off the evapo- 
rated water, which is kept conftantly boil- 
ing. Other pipes, concealed alfo in the 
mafonry, run from a refervoir, and con- 
vey cold water into the building, by means 
of cocks placed at the fide of thofe which 
convey the hot water. Little alcoves of 
‘well polifhed wood are difpofed in the form 
of feats, and gutters cut out of the marble 

carry offthe water. 
Thefe private baths, always heated four 
and twenty hours before-hand, are by thefe 
con- 
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contrivances carried to fuch a degree of 
heat, that after {tripping quite naked in the 
outer-chamber, and putting on very high 
wooden fandals, to prevent the feet being 
butnt oh the marble floor, one cannot 
ftill advance into the firft apartment with- 
out giving the lungs time to dilate between 
the two firft doors, and this dome; it is 
impoffible to proceed into the fecond bath, 
under which is the real ftove, without 
taking the fame precaution; and it may 
fafely be pronounced, that the air of this 
apartment is to that of the firft, as that is 
to the external air. A fudden perfpiration, 
which ftreams from every pore, is the firft 
effe& on entering, but the violence of that 
heat, and of its effects, do not prevent the 
‘women from remaining in thefe batha five 
or fix hours at a time, and from ufing them 
very frequently. 

‘They who have not private baths, fre- 
quent the public ones, which are always 
ptepared to contain a great number of 


people. 
O02 Some 


196 MEMOIES OF THE 


Some women, however, more delicate 
and {crupulous than others, take the baths 
for themfelves, whither they are accom- 
panied by their female friends, and where, 
to complete the entertainment, they ‘take 
their dinner. The charm ofa greater free- 
dom, and that of converfing together all 
the day, are deemed a fufficient recom- 
pence, no doubt, for the difagreeable 
choice of their place of rendezvous. 

The women bathers, called telleks, with 
little bags of ferge in their hands, rub the 
fkin till it is dry. They make ufe alfo of 
a very fine clay, kneaded with rofe leaves, 
and afterwards dried in the fun, to rub the 
head with, as a fubftitute for foap, pour- 
ing hot water on it at the fame time from 
large metal cups. The womens hair thus 
cleaned and perfumed, is then plaited in 
a number of little treffes. 

The reader will not find, in this defcrip- 
tion, the pearls, the diamonds, the rich 
ftuffs, and all the charms with whigh Lady 
Mary Montague has fet off thefe baths. 
One can feascely believe, either, that her 

Ladythip 
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Ladythip really entered them with all her 
cloaths on, as the publifher of her letters 
has made her fay*. It is very certain, 
however, that a too frequent ufe of thefe 
baths opens the pores at length to fuch 
a degree, as to render them fenfible to 
the eye; and it is no leis certain, that 
fo violent a dilatation of the fibres, by im- 
pairing the fhape, brings on decrepitude 
before old age. 

‘Thefe ‘public baths, difperfed in great 
numbers through every quarter of the 
town, ferve alfo for the men; but not at 
the fame hours fet apart for the women. A 
man who fhould dare attempt to enter when 
the women are affembled there, would be 
feverely punithed for his rafhnefs, even 


* In the new edition of that Lady’s letters, we are 
affared that every thing contained in them has been 
verified. This affertion of the editor ought, in my 
opinion, to be accompanied with proofs and autho- 
tities. But the public is never difficult on the fub- 
je& of errots which amufe them. Intereft, which 
profits by this facility, is not more fcrupulous; and 
they who only love the truth, muft limit themfelves 
toa faithful expofition, without undertaking to de- 
fend it. 


03 fhould 


‘398 MEMOIRS OF THE 


fhould he have “the good fortune to efcape 
the tafles+, the fandals {, and the wet 
peftemals § that would be thrown at him, 
The Turkifh women are implacable when 
the only obje€&t of the men is to infult 
them ; but one cannot, without horror, 
caft an eye on the fatal confequences of that 
exceflive debauchery to which they fome- 
times abandon themfelves. I donot {peak 
of thofe women whofe beauty is fo often 
proftituted for money, and whofe muti- 
lated corpfes J have {een in the environs of 
Conftantinople. The atrocious barbarity 
of thofe men who aflaffinate them to fave 
their money, or to avoid the danger of be- 
ing apprehended in bringing them back ta 
the city, can only be explained from mo- 


+ Tafle, a Turkith word, in Englifh, cup, the 
yFonounciation and meaning of which is French. 

} Sandal; this word has alfo the fame connection 
with the French language ; it is a wooden fole that fits 
the foot, and is faftened by a thong ; but there is this 
difference in Turkey, that their fandals are raifed on 
two crofs pieces of wood, five or fix inches high. 

§ Peftemal, a piece of tuff made of filk or cotton, 
which is referyed for modefty in the baths. 


tives 
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fives of avarice or fear, I {peak of women of 
a higher condition, who are hurried away 
by an ungovernable paffion, and efcape 
clandeftinely from their prifons. Thefe un- 
fortunate women always carry off their 
jewels, and think they can poffefs nothing 
too precious for the man who receives them, 
The fatal inclination which leads them 
aftray, prevents them from perceiving, 
that it is to thefe very riches they owe their 
ruin. 

The villains whom they go in fearch of, 
feldom fail ta punith their inconfiderate 
rafhnefs after a few days poffeffion, and to 
make fure of their effects by the moft mon- 
ftrous of all crimes; but which this go- 
vernment is the leaft vigilant to punith, 
One often fees the naked bodies of thefe 
unfortunate wretches floating in the har- 
bour, under the windows of their mur- 
derers ; yet thefe tremendous examples, fo 
well calculated to intimidate the women 
and to calm this furor, neither frighten 
nor correé them, 

O4 It 
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It is to prevent the more frequent repe+ 
tition of thefe diforders, during the folemn 
feafts and publis rejoicings, that the go- 
vernment totally prohibits the appearance 
of women, 

The pregnancy announced in the Sera- 
glio, was now near its term of expiration; 
all the preparations for the entertainments 
were completed, and nothing was want- 
ing but the order of the government to be- 
gin them. 

It is only fince my intimacy with the 
Turks, thatI have learnt with any degree 
of certainty what paffes on occafion of 
births in the Seraglio, and I fhall give the 
detail in this place, to avoid recurring to 
the fubjedt. 

On the firft pains of labour, the Vifir, 
the Mufti, the great officers, and heads of 
the military, are fent for to the Seraglio, 
to wait the moment of the delivery, in the 
Hall ofthe Sopha, for {0 they call the in- 
termediate apartment* which {feparates 

* This room in private houfes is called Mabin 
Odafh, the literal meaning of which is, the intermedi- 


ate chamber. 
that 
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that part of the Seraglio called the harem, 
from the reft of the buildings occupied by 
the Grand Signior and his houthold. 

Twelve pieces of cannon, four poun- 
ders, and which are called the cannon of 
the fopha, are ranged along this chamber, 
which looks upon the fea. There is alfa 
a battery of Swedifh cannon, fituated in 
the Cyprefs Wood, which is very impro- 
perly called the garden of the Seraglio, 
half way between that and the walls of By- 
zantium, which form the inclofure of the 
Palace, and which are lined without with 
a monftrous artillery, whofe fire croffes 
that of the battery of Tophana, fituated 
on the other fide of the harbour. 

As foon as the Sultana was delivered, 
the Kiflar Aga came out of the Seraplio 
with the child, which was a Princefs ; he 
prefented it to the grand officers, who pre- 
pared the regifter of its birth and fex, after 
which the pieces of the fopha gave their 
falute, which being heard only by the bat- 
tery half way, was repeated from thence, 
and followed by thofe from the point of 

the 
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the Seraglio, and from Tophana. To 
thefe different falutee, fucceeded thofe 
from the Cuftom-houfe, from the Admi- 
ralty, and from Leander’s Tower §. ‘The 
public cryers immediately publithed this 


§ This tower, fituated on a detached rock, facing 
Conftantinople, and nearer Scutary than the capital, is 
called, by the Turks, Kis-Coulefly, the Girl's Tower. 
They pretend that it ferved long asa prifon for 2 Greek 
princefé.—The name the Europeans give it, makes one 
prefume that it was formerly looked upon as thedwell- 
ing of Horo, but we muft be always very circumfpect 
in this fort of conje€tures, to avoid ridicule, and even 
abfurdity. Some travellers have placed a pillar of Pom- 
pey at the mouth of the Black Sea, where that illuf- 
trious Roman never was; they have called another 
pillar one fees at Alexandria by the fame name, which 
certainly was never raifed by Ponipey. And to re- 
turn to the environs of Conftantinople :-~There is an 
old tower on the borders of the EuxineGea, which re- 
mains amongft the ruins of feveral others of the fame 
conftruétion, built in a line at equal diftances, which 
ferved in former times to give the alarm by fignals 

-on the appearance of Coffack veffels, whofe piracies 
were veay formidable to the inhabitants living on the 
Black Sea. This detached tower, in this region of 
romanceand barbarifm, was without anane, and we 
Europeans, who have the rage of withing to know 
and explain every thing, called it after the tower ce- 
Iebrated by Ovid. 

event 
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event, and the new-born Sultana was pro- 
claimed Eibe-Doullach, given by God. 
Public rejoicings were ordered to continue 
feven days on the land, and three on the 
water, which was never prattifed hereto~ 
fore, but on the birth of a Prince ; but it 
was thought neceflary to do that honour 
to the firft born after two barren reigns. 
Thefe entertainments anfwered the pur- 
pofe alfo of gaiety, of which there was 
much need; and though they were very 
expenfive, and a heavy burthen to the peo- 
ple, even the merchants confoled them- 
felves for the neceffity of fhutting up their 
thops in feeing defpotifm equally fufpend 
its operations. 

In fact, all the inftruments of tyranny, 
who in general ferve only to opprefs hu- 
manity, appear to have no other occupa- 
tion than to patronize licentioufnefs in 
thefe times of public rejoicings. On thefe 
occafions, the Saturnalia of ancient Rome 
are revived at Conftantinople. The flaves 
have liberty to breathe, to make merry bee 
fore their mafters, and even to be merry at 

their 
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their 
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their expence. New a@ors take pofftffion 
of the flage, the great are prefented with 
a pictore of their own. foibles, and, con- 
founded with the people, are obliged, from 
euftom, to laugh at it themfelves, or at 
Jeaft to affume that appearance. 

‘As for.the reft, one may eafily conceive 
that a government, which from its very 
nature feems to fmother every fentiment 
of joy, cannot compel it to appear, with- 
out retiring itfelf out of fight, and that 
poor human nature, always eafily impo~ 
fed on, always ready to adopt every flatter- 
ing illufion, no fooner lofes fight of her 
tyrants, than the eagerly avails herfelf of a 
moment’s relaxation to {natch a feeble and 
tranfient glimmering of happinefs. 

’ "The Greeks, above all, naturally gay 
and riotous, give themfelves up, on thefe 
occafions, to all the intemperance of joy, 
making a quick tranfition from oppreffion 
to happinefs, from humility to infolence- 

Let us here take a view of the fcenery 
of this new theatre, and place the actors on 
the al . Pofts, fixed at three or four 

feet 
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feet diftance, before the thops, and on the 
edges of the foot-way, on each fide of the 
ftreet, are joined together at the top by 
arches, which extend alfo to the houfes. 
This flight wooden roof, covered with 
branches of laurel, mixed with curled pa- 
per of different colours, forms the bowers, 
to which are fufpended tinfel leaves, which 
the leaft wind puts in motion with a ruft- 
ling noife, whilft their glittering furface 
refleéts the light of the glafs lamps, and 
coloured lanthorns, with which the whole 
building is decorated. The gates of the 
houfes of individuals are likewife orna- 
mented with an elegance proportioned to 
the importance and vanity of the proprie- 
tor; but the houfes of the great exhibit 
the higheft excefs of magnificence in their 
decorations. The ftreets adjoining are co- 
vered to a certain diftance in the form of 
bowers, of a fufficient heighth to pre- 
vent the lamps and tinfel work front 
ftraightening the paflage for perfons on 
horfeback ; and thefe porticos, thus deco- 
rated, are continued even into the inner 
¢. courts 
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courts of their palaces, where hails, built 
exprefsly for the occafion, richly furnifhed 
and lighted by a quantity of luftres, whofe 
light is refle€ted from an infinite number of 
glailes, offer to the curious a place of re 
pofe, in which the mafter of the houfe does 
the honours according to the quality of his 
guefts. Others content themfelves with 
furnifhing the lower part of their gateway, 
and the two folding doors thrown open, 
invite the paffenger to ftop and take a difh 
of coffee or other refrefhments ordered by 
the mafter, and with which his feryants 
are always eager to fupply. 

The gate of the Vifir, and that of the Ja- 
niffary Aga*, are above all remarkable for 
the fumptuoufhefs of their decorations, and 


* Pacha Capouffi and Aga Capoufi, the gate of 
the Pacha and the gate of the Aga, fignify the houfe 
of the Vifir, and that of the General of the Janiffaries. 
One of the common people, or even a perfon inferior 
to him of whom he fpeaks, fays alfo I have been, or 
haye ferved at the gate of fuch a one; but the term 
Capou, or Capi, Gate, pronounced fingly, always 
means the Prime Minifter’s Palace, the place where 
ail great affairs are difcuded, . 

the 


BARON DE TOTT. 207 


the profufion of trinkets which are whim- 
fically interfperfed with the richeft orna- 
ments. One cannot help beholding, with 
aftonifhment, the hall of the Divan, that 
dreadful tribunal, that terror of nature, 
dreffed out and qifplayed, only for a few 
days, the image of gladnefs. 

Twenty lanthorns, on which are painted 
Judicrous and often obfcene figures, mixed 
with tranfparencies, infcribed with the 
name of God, of his attributes, the Grand 
Signior’s cypher, or fome play upon 
words. Pieces of looking-glafs cut into 
the form of funs, to give a brilliancy to 
the illuminations, amufe the multitude, 
whofe numbers never diminith. Thofe 
perfons, who, from their age and the im- 
portance of their ftations are naturally the 
moft ferious+, are equally delighted with 

7 thefe 

+ The defire of obliging one of my Turkish friends 
had induced me to carry a toy which was rather pret- 
ty to his fon; the child feemed very happy with me, 
and I entertained myfelf with the pleafure I was about 
to gixe him, when at the fight of the plaything, I 

perceived 
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thefe trisial and puerile imitations. I have 
fecn a little palace, of glafs clipping and 
ifiu-glats? made by an European, fold for 
three thoufand livres, about one hundred 
and twenty guineas, to the Vifir, to make 
a figure in his temporal thop. 

So much profufion at the honfés of the 
Minifters and of the great men, woitld lead 
one naturally to imagine, that on fuch an 
occafion the illumination of the Seraglio 
would greatly furpafs all the others. 

A ftring of lamps decorates the firft 
gate, and fome coloured lanthorns light 
fuch paffengers as curiofity leads towards 


perceived him fhorten his ftep, walk gravely into the 
toom, look at my prefent with a marked indiffer- 
ence, ft down in the moft ferious manner, and wrap 
himfelf up in his little haughtinefs. Soon after 
‘comes in the grandfather, and by 2 moft fingular con- 
traft, the old man launches out on the neatnefs of the 
workmanjhip, fits down on the carpet to admite it, 
turns it over, examines it minutely, plays with it, 
and fmifbes by breaking it. This fcene at firft 
Appeared ftrange to me, bot 2 more thorongh know- 
hedge of Turkey, has fince taught me every thing in 
that country worthy of obfervatien, either in point 
of fingulacity or iuftredtion. 

that 
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that which feparates the two courts. This 
gate, as well as the firft entrance, is very 
{cantily lighted ; fufficiently, however, to 
enable one to diftinguith fome old colours, 
great hatchets and fhields, fome piles of 
arms, and fith bones, which pafs for thofe 
of giants, and other objeéts of as great im 
portance *. But the gate of the Armory, 
which is on the left on entering this court, 
prefents many very curious articles of anci- 
ent armory +. The Mint, more agreeably 
decorated, exhibits a very different picture. 
An infinite number of lamps, from a 
tapeftry of new piaftres t, ifolettes §, pa- 


* In this firft rejoicing, an old bifhop’s mitre, 
amongft other trophies, was fufpended to the key- 
ftone of the roof. 

+ The moft remarkable article in this depofitory is 
aCatapulta, which is the only one exifting ; but the 
Turks make fo little account of it, that it was only 
by chance in fearching the magazine, that I difcovered 
this precious morfel of antiquity, buried under a heap 
of rabbith. This magazine of arms was formerly a 
Greek church, 

{ Money equal to haifa crown. 

§ About a shilling and ten-pence halfpenny, or 
thirty paras. 

Vor. I. P TaSs 
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sas (|, and fequins *, are arranged in vari- 
ous forms. This is alfo the only place in 
the Seraglio where the curious are even 
tolerably received by the Zarphana Emi- 
ny +. If every thing in the city announ- 
ces that defpotifm has left an open field for 
the greateft exceffes of a fanatic joy, the 
truly mournful afpect of the firft court of 
the Seraglio, makes us feel that the inte- 
rior of thefe formidable walls is ftill that 
, Impenetrable afylum, where defpotifm, in 
a liftlefs anxiety, awaits the hour to put 
an end to the intoxication of a momentary 
liberty, which animates every individual. 
In faét, this exceflive gaiety of the peo- 
ple can only be looked upon as a fit of 
phrenzy, which might alarm the defpot, 
if he permitted it to laft. I have already 
faid that the Greeks diftinguith themfelves 


l| A fimall piece of filver, of a farthing value. 

* A picce of gold of more or Jefs value, and the 
mofl generally known called Zeremapoule, are at pre- 
fent worth feven fhilling and fixpence Engtith, atlow- 
ing always for the differeace of 20 per cent, on the 
Grand Signior’s money, by the exchange with Europe. 

+} Infpedtor of the Mint, 
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in a peculiar manner by their infolent and 
unbounded joy. The Jews, on the con- 
trary, always occupied by commerce, al~ 
ways tormented by the thirft of gain, 
after profiting as much as poffible by the 
fabrication and fale of lantherns, make a 
trade of their buffooneries before the houfes 
of the great, where paras are diftributed to 
every Merry-Andrew who prefints hima 
felf. 

Many perfons in office have ftationary 
comedies before their houfes, on various 
fubjects, but always of the moft indecent 
kind, which are performed to the great 
fatisfadtion of the public; and in thefe 
pieces the government itfelf is as little re~ 
fpeéted as manners. One fees every mo- 
ment companies of Greeks and Jews re« 
prefenting the different officers of the em~- 
pire, and exercifing their refpettive func- 
tions to turn them into ridicule. In one 
of thefe entertainments, at which I was 
prefent, the drefs of the Grand Signior 
himfelf, and of all his retinue, were treat- 
ed with the fame difrefpe@. A company 

Pa of 
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of Jews had the prefumption to mimic 
him; it is true, that this infolent imita- 
tion was foon put a ftop to, but they {till 
continued to counterfeit the Grand Vifir, 
and, of courfe, no other officer was 
fpared. : 

T faw, amongft others, a fictitious Stam- 
bol Effendifly { who was permitted very 
quietly to exercife pretty fevere diftribu- 
tive juftice. Chance threw him in the 
way of the real one; they very gravely 
exchanged a falute, and proceeded on their 
way. Another troop, who had counter- 
feited the Janiffary Aga, went and took 
poffeffion of this General’s houfe, whilft he 
was taking his rounds, and his fervants 
treated the mafque with as much diftinc- 
tion as if he had been their mafter. Thefe 
pleatuntries were followed by other ftrokes 
of wit not quite fo agreeable, but which 
had the fame licence. Pretended direc- 
tors of bridges and caufeways, followed 
by paviours, took up the ftones before the 


+ Lieutenant of Police of Conftantinople. 
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doors of feveral individuals, who were ob- 
liged to buy themfelves off at a confidera- 
ble price. Other mafques, in the drefs of 
fire-men, obtained ranfoms in a different 
manner. Ina word, all forts of extortion 
were practifed ; and to perfect the illufion, 
they were aGed to the life. All this, how- 
ever, became at length burthenfome’ and 
inconvenient ;, but the ftated time expired, 
the cudgel again appeared, and order was 
refumed +. 

Defpotifm was conftrained, notwith- 
Standing, ftill to refpeét liberty during the 
the three evenings deftined for the fire- 
works on the fea. 

The Marine corps, the corps of Dgc- 
bedgis {, and of the artillery, had each of 

them 
}» The Befiftins prefent in the Donanemes the 
richeft coup-deeiul ; that of the jewellers is particu- 
larly brilliant in precious ftones, which the merchants 
expofe there, and thefe covered markets are really 
moft curious and moft truly magnificent objects, 
The Tcharchis, other markets, where all forts of 
drags are colleCted, appear to me alfo to be tolerably 
well decorated, 
} Dgebedgis; there is no refemblance between this 


and any of our corps. Their duty is to take care of 
P3 the 
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them prepared an entertainment of fire 
works tor three fucceeding nights. 

Some large rafts towed into the middle of 
the harbour, oppofite to Yaly Kiotk §, 
where the Grand Signior was to be, were 
difpofed in fuch a manner, as to exhibit 
the confolatary {petacle of the taking of 
Malta, or of fome engagement in which 
the Mahometans infallibly get the better 
of the Chriftians. A great number of pe» 
tards, fo much fmoke, and fo little fire, 
that in the cleareft intervals one could 
fcarcely difcover the walls of the paftee 
board caftle that was attacked, give no very 
high idea of the talents of the fire-workers ; 
neither is their fuccefs very brilliant in the 
art of firing fky-rockets. The greateft 
part of thefe rockets, after having languifh- 
ed on the fcaffolding, are extinguifhed in 


the arms, powder, and all fuch implements of war as 
are kept in magazines. 

§ The Kiofk of the Admiralty ; it ia fituated with- 
out the Seraglio, on the fea fhore, and is made ufe of 
fer all the ceremonies xclative to the fleet, as well as 
for the embarkation and difembaikation of the Grand 
Signior. 

the 


BARON DE TOTT, ~ 21s 


the fea before the cafe has time to take 
fire. 

The gerb-rockets, lighter and better 
proportioned, rife a little higher; but in 
general they light very flowly, from the 
aukward difpofition of their matches, and 
go off in very irregular direétions : it muft 
be owned, however, that even thefe de- 
fetts give an air of profufion and duration 
to the Turkith flower-pots, which makes 
them very pleafing. The general gpplaufe 
does not take place until the moment when 
unfortunate Greeks or Jews, hired to wear 
European drefles, and to defend the place 
attacked with a few ferpents, which are 
foon expended, are affaulted, overturned, 
andon account of their drefs, are beaten 
with the fift, according to the rights of 
war, and which, in their character of infi- 
dels, they are permitted to return, 

The pleafare of knocking down and 
beating the Chriftians is fo high a regale for 
the Turks, that Sultan Mahamout’s favours 
ites, in other refpe&s very amiable, could 
contrive nothing better for their mafter’s 

P4 amufe- 
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amufement, at an entertainment they gave 
him in the Seraglio, and the fubjec&t ap- 
peared to them fo fimple, and fo natural, 
that they made no fcruple of requefting 
the European Ambafladors to lend them 
their wardrobes. They put thefe cloaths 
on the backs of Jews, always deftined to be 
beaten, and always ready to take a beating 
when they are paid for it.” All the Grand 
Signior’s courtiers agrccd that thofe fel- 
lows had never earned their moncy better 
than on that day, 

The Jews might certainly do as they 
thought proper; but was it neceflary to 
lend thefe cloaths? and ought not our 
Europeans to have felt the difagreeable 
confequences which always follow from 
allowing themfelves to be thus turned into 
tidicule? 

Thefe rejoicings were f{carcely finithed, 
before a freth pregnancy was announced, 
which produced Sultan Sclim; and the 
Princefs Eibé-Doullach, the firft child, 
‘was married at fix months old, toa Pacha 
eftablithed in his government, whom it 

was 
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‘was more their intention to plunder than 
to favour, and who felt very forcibly the 
neceffity of making an annual remittance 
of one hundred thoufand piaftres, for the 
maintenance of his young wife, as well as 
for the honour of fo defirable an alliance. 
Milek Pacha experienced alfo a difagree- 
able circumftance of the fame kind, which 
mutt {till more fenfibly have hurt him. 
Young, amiable, and arrived at the office 
of Captain Pacha §, he enjoyed quietly 
within himfelf the pleafure of having only 
one wife, who occupicd all his attention, 
and who loved him tenderly. The good- 
nefg of his mafter had juft raifed him to 
the dignity of Vifirj], and nothing was 
wanting 
§ ACaptain Pacha; at fea this dignity is equivalent 
to that of Admiral ; but it cannot be compared with 
it when the fleet is laid up, That place only gives 
the rank of Pacha with two tails. It is fometimes 
held, however, by Vifirs of the Bench; that is to 
fay, by fach Pachas as, from their rank, wear the 
fame bonnet as the Grand Vifir, and have a feat at 
the Grand Signior’s Divan during their ftay at Con- 
Stantinople. 
[| All the Pachas of three tails are called Vifirs.—~ 
This dignity, therefore, muft not be confounded with 
that 
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wanting to complete his happiness, when 
a fifter of the Grand Signior, a widow for 
the fixth time, faw him pafs at a public 
ceremony. Struck with Melek’s hand- 
fome face, the old Sultana demanded him 
of her brother, who immediately fignified 
4o the Admiral that he intended honouring 
him with his alliance. This came upon 
him like a clap of thunder; but there was 
no remedy, and Melek was obliged inftant- 
ly to part with his wife, who furvived this 
misfortune only a few days; but the Pa- 
cha, more refolute, or Iefs fenfible, re- 
figned himfelf to circumftances. He cone 
tinued to pleafe ; nay, he was even fuch a 
favourite, as to induce the Grand Vifir to 
rid himfelf of fo dangerousa rival, by ob- 
taining for him a government, which freed 
him alfo from the careftes of his antiquated 


Princefs f. 

Sultan 
that of Grand Vifir. This laft is diftinguifhed by the 
great {eal of the empire; the Grand Signior’s fignet. 
He poffefies the chief inftrument of defpotifm. On 
this account he is called Vizir Azem, or the Grand 
Vifir, 

t We have already feen that the Sultana’s cannot 
g° 
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Sultan Muftapha continued to employ 
himéelf in his finances, by affiduoufly ftrip- 
ping the accomptants, and by applying to 
his own ufe, in confifcations, what thefe 
knaves had been ftealing in the empire 
Already did his Highnefs enjoy the fatis- 
faction of having completed feveral baj- 
nés t, and fealed them up ; but this was a 
very infi gnificant gratification of his ruling 
paflion ; he was determined to attempt the 


go out of Conftantinople. Defpotifm fears, no doubt, 
that in letting them remove to a diflance with their 
hufbands the male infant which might be hon would 
¢fcape the blow. 

} Hafne fignifies treafure, and is made ufe of for 
the whole of the Sovereign’s treafure. But it is alfo 
ufed as an exprefion of number, and in that cafe 
means 10,000 purfes, which, with the difference of 
exchange, is equal to about fifteen millions of French 
livres, or about 875,001, fterling ; and the feal is put 
on the coffers when this fam is completed, as it is 
ufual in France to feal a bag containing 1200 livres, 
Muftapha téok fuch pleafure in this occupation, that 
he facrificed every thing to increafe his treafare: he 
fold great many of his trinkets by auction, and even 
fent to the Mint all the gold and filver veflels given him 
by the Court of Denmark on the conclufion of their 
treaty With the Porte. 


fortune 
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fortune of the Pacha of Bagdad. The in- 
dependant conduét of that Governor, held 
out, in fact, more than one pretext for the 
defire of defpoiling him ; but it was much 
eafier to pronounce the order than to carry 
it into execution, Wealth and diftance 
are very efficacious weapons of defence. 
Muftapha flattered himfelf that he fhould 
be able to effet, by furprize, what he 
could not hope to accomplifh by threats, 
A Capidgi Bachi§, apparently the bearer 
of a mark of friendfhip, but aétually pro- 
vided with an order, addrefled to the Judges 


§ Capidges Bachis, a fort of Chamberlains who 
take under the arm every body who is admitted to 
the Grand Signior’s audience, and conduct them to 
his Highnefé. They are likewife employed in all the 
extraordinary commiffions which have for their object 
the execution of the Sultan's orders of every kind. To 
collect provifions, to raife troops, to confirm a Pa- 
cha, to extort money from him, to cut off his head, 
or after they defpoil him of his wealth, to conduét 
another into banifhment, very often to poifon him by 
the way 3 all this is in the Capidgi Bachi’s province 5 
thefe are perquifites of his office. The Salachors, 
(uthers) are employed in the fame duty in cafes of in- 
ferior refort, and their advancement depends on their 
making ufe of more or lefs addrefs in the execution of 
their orders. 

of 
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of the Divan of Bagdad, to ftrike off the 
Pacha’s head, waited on him. The Go- 
vernor on his fide, attentive to all the 
emiffaries of Conftantinople, and knowing 
the fucceflors of the Greek empire well 
enough to fear them and their prefents *, 
made the Capidgi be fearched before he was 
introduced to the Divan; and finding the, 
fecret order, commanded the bearer’s head 
to be cut off, and fent it as his only anfwer 
to the Grand Signior. Similar attempts 
were attended with the fame fuccefs, and 
thefe examples, imitated by other Pachas 
not fo rich nor fo remote as that of Bag- 
dad, encouraged refiftance, and reduced 
the Porte to the laft refource, of affaffinat- 
ing or poifoning fuch of its officers as it 
was difpofed to punifh. In this cafe the 
emiffary, difguifed as much as poffible, 
cand furnifhed with an order which he 
keeps clofely hid, endeavours to approach 
the profcribed perfon; choofes, if he can, 
the time of the affembling of the Divan, 


* ‘Timsunt Danaos et dona fecentes, 
feizes 
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feizes the favourable moment of killing his 
man, prefents his order, and runs no fur« 
ther rifk if he is tkilful enough not to mifa 
his ftroke. This is what may be called 
fignal juftice ; but poifon requires lefs cou- 
Tage, and on that account begins to have 
the preference. 

Such of the Pachas, or other oppreffors, 
as by a cuftomary retribution of a part of 
their rapine, know how to fatiate the ra- 
pacioutnefs of the fublime Porte, enjoy the 
portion they referve in a fort of fecurity ; 
but they can preferve their fortunes after 
their death only by intrufting it to the per- 
fon who manages their affairs, or to fome 
friend on whote probity they think they 
can rely. Thefe confidential trufts, how- 
ever, expofe their poffeflors to very terri- 
ble dangers; and the fear of lofing their 
lives, or at leaft their own fortunes, often 
tempts to infidelity. To thefe motives may 
perhaps be added, the fo natural tempta- 
tion of appropriating to themfelves the ef 
feds of the deceafed, in a country where 

: . ‘the 
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the words honour and honefty are fcarcely 
known. 

One may forma correct judgment of the 
proceedings of the Turkith government re+ 
{petting fucceffions, from the manner in 
which the Exchequer fettled its accounts 
with the perfons employed by Racub Pa- 
cha, who had long fince married a fifter of 
the Grand Signior. 

That Vifir, celebrated for his aétivity 
of mind, the atrocioufnefs of his character, 
and the fubtlety of his fpirit, died in of- 
fice, and in pofleffion of a degree of favour 
which left no reafonable caufe of uneafi- 
nefs to thofe who tranfacted his affairs; but 
his fortune rendered them accountable, and 
the exaggerated calculations of Sultan Muf= 
tapha might prove them defaulters. The 
feal, however, was put in his Highnefs’s 
name, who referved to himfelf the inquiry 
into the facceffion. 

A Turk, who had filled the office of 
Treafurer to the late Grand Vir, was ar- 
refted the inftant the {eal was placed, as 
well as an Armenian, who had always been 

that 
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that Minifter’s banker ; thefe two unfortys 
nate then, chained in the prifons of the Se- 
raglio, {uffered every moment the terror 
of that death with which it pleafed their 
keepers to infpire them. They were 
obliged to pay for their food its weight in 
gold; and the fmalleft accommodations, 
the moft trifling comforts were fold to 
them at the moft exorbitant prices. At 
length they gave in their accounts, and 
the examination which the Grand Signior 
took the pains to make himfelf, only ferv- 
ed to evince their innocence; but rapaci- 
oufnefs, deceived by this inquiry, had re- 
courfe to tortures to obtain the avowal of a 
fappofed fecret truft which never had ex- 
ifted. 

The Boftandgy Bachi was charged with 
this horrible perfecution ; the moft fcan- 
dalous calumnies of informers were liftened 
to; enormous fums were fuppofed to have 
pafled fecretly through their hands, and 
the maft cruel torture was employed, in 
vain, as to the difcovery of apy thing, but 
with great effect for the avarice of the 

Prince 
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Prince, who fwallowed up the greateft part 
of the riches which the Armenian derived 
from his father’s commerce. The Treas 
furer underwent the fame fate, and was 
compelled to purchafe his life at the price 
of his whole fortune, after having fuffered 
the moft dreadful torments, 

Such is the juftice exercifed by the def« 
pot, /egally no doubt, fince there is no law 
to counteract thefe barbarities, and the 
habit of fabmitting to them ftifles even 
complaint. 

Here let us examine the kind of, juftice 
adminiftered by the Turkith tribunals, from 
a written code, refpected by opinion, and 
commented on by magiftrates appointed 
‘for that purpofe. And you, who juftly 
offended at the inconveniences and multi- 
plicity of our judiciary forms, have ven- 
tured to aflert, certainly without reflection, 
that Turkith juftice was preferable to ours, 
examine attentively the pi@ture I am about 
to offer to you; and if you are able, try 
to point out fome remedy for that fyper- 
fluity which is fo injurious to us; correct 

Yor. I. Q our 
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our intemperance, but never make a boaft 
to us of poverty. 

The Grand Signior is at once the fuc- 
ceflor to the Caliphate, and the chief of 
the military government ; his defpotifn is 
founded on the Coran, and the expofition of 
that book is exclufively alotted to the body 
of Ulemats ; every thing muft bend before 
that law; every thing mutt be obedient to 
the Sovereign. Thefe two powers derive 
from the fame fource, and one already per- 
ceives the clafhing and differences which 
mutt arife between two powers poffefled of 
equal right, but whofe interefts are at 
war; one fees, alfo, that the power of mu- 
tually injuring each other muft frequently 
unite, and compel them to reciprocal at- 
tentions and compliance. 

If the Ulemats, in faét, ean interpret the 
Jaw at their pleafure, and animate the peo- 
ple againft the Sovereign, he can, with one 
word, depofe the Mufti, fend him into ex- 
ile, and even deftroy him, as well as ali 
thofe of his body who may incur his dif- 
pleafure. The law and: the defpot ought 

equally 
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equally to fear and refpe&t each other; but 
the defpot, if he be not an ideot, neceffa~ 
rily inclines the ballance; he difpofes of 
all the treafure, of all the employments, 
and of the lives of all his fubjeéts. He has 
terrible means of enforcing obedience. 

Now let us inquire into the ufe of power, 
whether on the part of the Grand Signior, 
or of the Judges. 

The more extenfive the power of the 
Grand Signior, the more difficult is it to 
limit the power of thofe officers who re- 
prefent him. The Pachas throughout the 
whole extent of the Ottoman empire, are 
the governors and the renters of their Pa- 
cholicks ; they appoiat fub-governors and 
under-renters in every diftri& ; thefe again 
diftribute other under-renters, to the full 
as tyrannical; fo that in this cruel hierar- 
chy, gach fubaltern receives the double of 
the fum for which he ftands accountable. 

If the renter can exercife his right over 
the annual revenue in fo deftructive 2 man- 
ner, the governor of each province, armed 
with a more extenfive and more formi- 
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dable power, demolithes with more unli- 
cenfed boldnefs and facility. It refts with 
him to multiply the perfecutions, the ex- 
tortions, and depredations, which are 
bounded only by his rapacious defires. The 
flighteft pretext is fufficient to fummon to 
his tribunal, fuch as he is pleafed to call to 
account; and the rich, at the feet of the 
infatiable man, is never innocent. 

The Sovereign, however, apparently a 
filent fpectator of thefe tranfactions, delays 
the punithment of the oppreffor only until 
the produce of the oppreffion be fufficient 
to merit a place in his private treafury ; 
but although the Grand Signior feems only 
to watch the man in office, in vain would 
the rich man attempt to efcape from def- 
potifin by concealing himfelf in obfcurity ; 
he is very foon invefted with an employ- 
ment, which, fooner or later, furnifhes 
the Prince with the right of calling him to 
account. This man has no other refource, 
therefore, than by making others account 
to him in the fame manner, and by con- 
verting the fruit of his rapine into ready 

money, 
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money, the more eafily to conceal it. We 
have already {een that the men of the law 
are the only perfons who can enjoy their 
fortune in tranquility, and I fhall not {pcak 
of the Chriftian fubjeéts, or the Jews. 
Thefe, defpifed and infulted even by the 
Moflulman porter who ferves them, are 
only refpeéted by the government becaufe 
their induftry accumulates thofe riches of 
which daily oppreffion produce a reflux 
through the channel of men in place, into 
that gulph where every thing is {wallowed 
up by the Sovereign. 

From the accounts of ‘ites one 
may bg led to believe, that the Turkith 
Cuftom-houfe is not fo rigorous as that of 
other nations. ‘The Franks, it is true, pay 
only three per cent. I will not bring to ac- 
count the extortions they fuffer befides of 
every kind; they are foreigners; their 
fituation has no conneétion with the in- 
quiry into the manners and government of 
the native inhabitants. Thefe latter pay 
feven per cent. Cuftom-houfe duty, and 
ten on many articles of confumption; by 

an 
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affeéted clemency alfo, of which they make 
a great boaft, this duty is allowed to be 
paidin kind ; but what is the confequence? 
‘That on a hundred turbots which a fifher- 
man brings to market, they take ten of the 
fineft, which alone are worth all the little 
fry they leave him. 

Let us now confult their books of Jaw, 
and fee how they contrive to interpret them 
in their tribunals. 

Every judgment ought to be founded on 
the depofition of witneffes. This is the 
firft law of the Arabian legiflator. The 
plaintiff and tle defendant, therefore, can- 
not appear in court without being provided 
alike with witnefles; there is no trial 
therefore without falfe witneffes. The art 
of the Judge confifts in difcovering, by in- 
fidious interrogation, to which of the par- 
ties he ought to affign the preference of al- 
legation; and this primary judgment de- 
cides the procefs. If one party denies, the 
other is intitled to prove; fo that, brought 
into a law fuit by a man whom I have 
never feen, for the payment of a fum I 

' never 


BARON DE TOTT. 23t 


never owed, I fhall be obliged to pay him 
on the teftimony of two Turkith witnedles 
who will fwear to the debt —What means 
of defence are left me? Only to admit 
that I owed the money, or to infift that 
I have paid it. If the Cady be not al- 
ready bought off, he will adjudge me wit- 
neffes, whom I fhall very foon find, and 
it will coft me only a trifle for the perfons 
who will perjure themfelves for me, and 
the duty of ten per cent, to the spoke who 
will given me my caufe. * 

He who gains, always pays the expences ; 
the apprehenfion, therefore, of lofing the 
money one has, does not check the defire 
of pofleffing onefelf of that of others; and 
‘the punithment prefcribed for the fubor- 
ners of falfe witneffes, gnd for falfe wit- 
nefles themfelves §, muft feldom be in- 
flicted : the Judge whofe revenue they in- 
creafe, owes them fome indulgence, 

§ The punithment of perjury is to lead them 
through the ftreets on an afs, with the culprit’s head 


towards the tail of the animal; but I never faw that 
Jaw carried into execation. 
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A Tusk wanted to rob his neighbour of 
a field of which he was the legal poffeffor. 
This Turk begins by making himfelf fure 
of a fufficient number of witnefles ready 
to fwear that the field had been fold to him 
by the proprietor; he then applied to the 
Judge, and gave him 500 piafters to get 
him to authorize his ufurpation. This 
ftep, which proved fufficiently the iniquity 
of his demand, incenfed the Cady; he 
diffembled, however, heard both parties, 
and finding*that the lawful pofleflor would 
oppofe only the ineffectual defence of his 
title of poffeffion ;—« You have no wit- 
nefles then?” faid he to him; “ Well, 
well! I have jive hundred who depofe in 
your favour !” He then produced the bag, 
which was the igtended price of his core 
ruption, and fent off the corruptor, 

This inftance, which does honour to 
the integrity of the Judge, does not un- 
doubtedly do much honour to the law it- 
felf, That is always the fame, and every 
Cady does not refemble this, 

In 
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In complicated caufes, befides witneffes, 
the parties have the precaution to obtain a 
fetfa of the Mufti;-but thefe, as I have 
already obferved, being given only by the 
head of the Jaw from the ftate of the cafe 
laid before him, each party obtains a fa- 
vourable one without any difficulty. 

The affair, however, is not terminated 
by a formal judgment pronounced in your 
favour. The only certainty is the ex- 
pences: if the adverfary ftarts a new inci- 

-dent, the procefs muft be regewed, and 
freth expences incurred, ‘ 

The right given by the Turkith civil 
Jaw to every individual of pleading his own 
caufe, would be undoubtedly a moft inefti- 
miable privilege; but what advantage can 
he derive from it in 2 country where the 
decifion is arbitrary? Hence it is that the 
Jews, the Armenians, and the Greeks, 
have preferved to their chiefs a fort of civil 
jurifdiation, to which they fometimes fub- 
mit, to prevent the obje& of the law fuit 
from being confumed by thé Cady who is 
to judge it; but excepting the Jews, who 

are 
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are more fubordinate to their Kakam than 
the Chriftians to their Patriarch, it is com~ 
mon enough for the party aggrieved to 
fommon the other to the Turkith Courts, 
which finifh the matter by enriching them- 
felves with the fpoils of both. 

The law refpecting flaves, fubmits them 
entirely to their purchafer, calls upon him 
to treat them well, or to fell them if they 
do not pleafe him; and their teftimony is 
inadmiffible either for or againft their 
mafters. 

AGreek, of the name of Draco, ex 
tremely rich, had two handfome country- 
houfes near the village of Terapia, on the 
channel of the Black Sea, at three leagues. 
diftance from Conftantinople, where he 
paffed the fummer with his whole family, 
and feveral Chriftian flaves who waited on 
him. In his neighbourhood was a dock- 
yard: one of the Turkith fhip-builders 
availed himfelf of the opportunity to in- 
trigue with one of the Chriftian flaves— 
Draco furprized, and ill-treated her; and 
to revenge herfelf, the {et fire to two hou- 
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fes, which were totally confumed. After 
this a€t of wickednefs, the had the daring- 
nefs to boaft of it; and Draco, juftly dread- 
ing the further effets of this wicked 
wretch’s fury, had her carried off by night, 
and conduéted to a Jew’s houfe, with or- 
ders to fhut her clofely up, and to fell her 
as foon as poffible, fo as that fhe never 
might return. She found means, how- 
ever, tu cry out of the window that the 
was a Turk. The populace affemble, the 
guard arrives, the } Jew’s houfe is forced 
open, and the girl is led before the Vifir ; 
there the again declares herfelf to bea Turk, 
detained by Draco as a flave, and ill-treated 
by him to compel her to become a Chrif 
tian ; and that the had {et fire to his houfes 
to fave a female Muffulman. Her zeal 
was highly extolled, thanks were returned 
to Providence, and Draco-was hanged two 
days after ‘the fire, before his own houfes, 
full fmoking from the conflagration. 

Tt will be afked, no doubt, what was be- 
come of the law which refufes to admiz 
the teftimony of flaves againft their mafters, 

that. 
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that which condemns an incendiary to the 
flames, and the other which allows the 
accufed to plead his own caufe? Nothing 
of all this was thought of: a Chriftian does 
not merit fuch attention in Turkey. 

After having feen the innocent perith, 
let us now fee in what manner the law 
treats the guilty. It is not to be repeated 
without horror; but it is for thefe mon- 
fters that the law has fome refpe&t: The 
Jaw which condemns a murderer to death, 
permits the neareft relation of the deceafed 
to grant his pardon. The criminal is con- 
ducted to the place where the crime was 
committed ; the perfon who does the of- 
fice of executioner, performs alfo that of 
mediator! he negociates even to the laft 
moment with the neareft of kin to the de- 
ceafed, or with his wife, wha ufually fol- 
lows, and affifts at the execution. Should 
the propofals be refufed, the executioner 
does his duty; if they are accepted, he 
leads back the criminal to the tribunal, to 
receive his difcharge. Thefe compofitions, 
however, feldom take place, from a fort 

is of 
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of opprobrium attached to the idea of fell- 
ing the blood of one’s relations, or one’s 
hufband ; but we muft be fenfible that if 
fuch a law exifted amongft us, we fhould 
fometimes fee the moft cowardly and moft 
execrable aflaffins énjoy in peace the fruit 
of their enormities. 

A young Turk, anxious to inherit his 
property, had murdered his father, and 
was condemned, on the ftrongeft evidence, 
to lofe his head. One of hig friends, a 
companion of his debaucheries, flies to the 
Judge with a confiderable fum of money ; 
there he learns that the fentence is already 
pronounced: ftill he is not difcouraged ; 
he preffes the Judge, already gained by the 
fight of the money :—* I cannot,” faid 
he to his client, “ acquit your friend, 
without a proof of his innocence ftronger 
than that on which he was convicted.—. 
Have the courage to declare yourfelf the 
murderer of his father; produce two wit~ 
neffes to prove it ; I thall condemn you to 
the fame punifhment which has been pro- 
nounced againft your friend; from that 

moment 
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moment he will be reftored to all his 
rights, and it will reft with him to grant 
your pardon.” ‘The undertaking was un- 
doubtedly hazardous: a parricide is not 
calculated to infpire much confidence. ‘The 
criminal, however, pardoned the fuppofed 
miurderer ; and this atrocious tranfaction, 
fanétified by the law, had the moft com- 
plete fuccefs, A 

To punith even highway robbers, it is 
neceffary to apprehend them in the fact, 
The lepiflator of the Arabs owed this in- 
dulgence, no doubt, toa nation which ex- 
ifted only by rapine. ‘The Grand Signior’s 
territories are infefted therefore with thofe 
robbers, who are .called Aaidouts, where 
they commit the greateft horrors ; and the 
few efforts made by the government to 
check them, and which are always made 
in the moft aukward manner, only ferves 
to difperfe and drive them from the ca- 
pital. 

Tf they commit fome murders in a vil- 
lage, the Cady, who repairs to the place» 
extorts a fam of money from the inhabi- 

tants,! 
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tants, without taking the trouble of fearch- 
ing after the offenders. On this account 
the firft care of the inhabitants is always to 
keep the crime from the knowledge of the 
Judges, whofe prefence is more formida- 
ble than that of the robbers. 

The latter are in Turkey like unprivi- 
leged workmen in our towns. They are 
punithed if caught at work; they quit 
their trade on becoming rich, talk over 
their exploits, and arrive at employments 
which give them the right of exercifing 
their induftry. Ne 

The tenet of the Coran enjoining fub- 
miffion to the decrees of Providence, does 
not appear very well adapted to a criminal 
code. A Turk, however, having killed a 
Chriftian, by a violent blow of a ftick on 
his fkull, the Judge, after making them 
produce the murderer’s weapon, and well, 
and duly examined the quality of the wood 
of which it was made, pronounced that it 
‘was too light to have produced the Chrif- 
tian’s death without the direét will of Pro- 
vidence, which it did not become human 
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beings to oppofe. It would not be very 
eafy to turn to that chapter of the Coran 
from’ whence this fentence was extracted ; 
but it appears indubitable, that if the 
Chriftian had committed the murder in 
gueftion on the Turk, the Judge would 
never have imagined that he was executing 
the decrees of God. 

Befides the law-fuits which follow the 
ufual judicial forms of informations, veri- 
fication of titles, and appeals to the fupe- 
rior courts, all private quarrels, and charges 
in the firit heat of paffion, immediately 
referred to the tribunal, on the requifition 
of one party, which the other muft not 
hefitate to accept, particularly if the quar- 
rel has taken place before the people. At 
the fole word, juftice, one fees the multi- 
tude invariably taking a part againft him 
who avoids it: the name of juftice is fa- 
cred jn all nations. It is the central point 
of the-human mind. One may form er- 
roheous notions of it, one may labour to 
deceive others, and may even impofe upon 
onedelf refpeéting it; fill juftice reigns 
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imperceptibly, and vice, as well as virtue, 
is conftrained to do her homage. 

Each quarter has its Mekkemé*, where 
a Cady, attended by his Naib +, fits every 
hour of the day, to hear complaints, and 
to diftribute juftice with the more expe- 
dition, as the expences are always paid 
after the fentence. 

The juftice exercifed by the Stambol 
Effendifly § refpeting every thing which 
concerns the fupply of the capital, appears 
more difinterefted, but has only a more 
noble and more majeftic appearance. He 
fixes the price of articles, caufes it'to be 
publithed, and examines into the integrity 
of the weights and meafures, either per- 
fonally, or by a deputy, called Murtafib. 
Preceded by four Janiflaries in their for- 
malities, and with ftaves in their hands, 

* Mekkeme ; a tribunal of juitice, 

4 Naib; the Judge’s firft clerk, 

§ Stambol Effendiffy, the Lieatenant of Police of 
Conftantinople ; it is the firft ftep by which the men 
of the law afpire to the great offices, which, as well 
ag this, are all in the Grand Signior’s nomination, 
without regard to feniority of rank. 

Vou. L Rk this 
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this officer goes through the city on 
horfeback, one of his people carrying by 
his fide a pair of open fcales ; another cat- 
tying weights ; athirda hammer; and the 
reft of the cavalcade are armed with fticks, 
and other weapons ni to punith of- 
fenders. 

This groupe is always preceded by fome 
perfons in difguife, who take a loaf fecret- 
ly froma fhop, or the weights and feales 
of a dealer in fruit, or other articles, and 
every thing which may convidt the delin- 
quents of a fraud. 

The bread carried to the magiftrate is 
placed in the fcale oppofite to its juft 
weight, whilft the baker, already feized, 
and in the prefence of his Judge, awaits 
the decree which is to pronounce him in- 
tnocent, to order him the baftinado, or even 
to infli@ a little {¢verer punifhment upon 
him, fuch as having his ears nailed to his 
fhop ; or, in fhort, hanging him, if the 
Judge happens to be out of humour. But 
it is ill more remarkable that the real 
haker, the proprietor of the oven, the fel- 
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low whofe knavery is punithed, has no- 
thing to do in the affair; he enjoys quietly 
at his. houfe the daily produce of the falfe 
weights which are condemned, and leaves 
one of his journeymen, the chief manager 
of his oven, to all the danger, and all the 
inconveniences of hig malverfation. The 
latter, for double wages, undertakes to 
perfonate his mafter, and this advantageous 
fituation is folicited! by the fecond journey- 
man after the firf¥ is hanged: nobody is 
difcouraged. It muft however be owned, 
that thefe punifhments are by no means fo 

frequent, 28 they are frequently merited. 
‘Fhe compofition paid by the mafter 
bakers to the Stambol Effendiffy is confi« 
derable ; arid if this magiftrate is obliged 
to prevent great abufes, and palpable frauds, 
he has a very material intereft likewife in 
overlooking many impofitions in this trade, 
to obtain the tribute which they pay him; 
but he has no regard whatever for the 
{mall dealers, who go about the ftreets 
their weights and {ales are feized and bro« 
Ken.in pieces with a hanamer for the flight. 
Ra eft 
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eft deficiency, and this ceremony is ufual- 
ly terminated by the baftinado, unlefs thefe 
unfortunate people know how to extricate 
themfelves after the Turkifh manner—~ 
The moft dexterous accommodate the mat- 
ter, even before it comes within the cog- 
nizance of the Judge, and buy themfelves 
off at a cheaper rate from the guards in 
difguife, by whom they have been appre- 
hended, and who in their turn, convert 

their little employment too to profit. 
Befides thefe precautions for afcertaining 
fairnefs in the fale of provifions, the go- 
vernment fixes their price ; but one pays, 
notwithflanding, the full value for every 
thing. Under defpotifm the multitude is 
daily duped. The people do not expecta 
comfortable living ; they are not accuf- 
tamed to that ftate, but they are fome- 
times feized with fits of grief and defpair. 
On thefe occafions they affume the tone 
and character of their fuperiors ; they will 
be obeyed, and imagine they are fo, when, 
to remedy the complaints extorted from 
them by the dearnefs of living, the Vifir 
orders 


BARON DE TOTT. 245 


orders provifions to be fold at a lower price, 
and that going out ‘eogzito during the 
publication of this law, the Minifter makes 
them hang up a baker’s boy ; nobody in- 
quires into the juftice of the pretext, the 
miferable wretch is facrificed; but every 
body finds the bread a great deal better. 

How can fo fovereign a contempt for 
human nature amongft the ‘Turks confiit 
with that whimfical beneficence they dif- 
play towards certain animals the moft ufe- 
lefS to fociety ? Barbarity itfelf, no doubt, 
flands in need of fome relaxation ; whilft 
it crufhes mankind under the weight of 
its iron fceptre, it condefcends to {mile 
on objects whofe infignificance give no oc- 
cafion for alarm ; and the pride of the def- 
pot blending all beings together in one 
cemmon contempt, felects its favourites 
from amongtt the weakeft. 

It is doubtlefs on this principle that the 
government, whilft it exercifes the moft 
rigorous monopoly of corn for the con- 
fumption of the capital, by an extraction 
ruinous to the hufbandman, and a diftri- 

R3 bution 
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bution Jefs burthenfome to the baker than 
to the confumer, grants fo much per cent. 
in favour of the turtle doves. A cloud of 
thefe birds continually fall upon the load- 
ed boats which traverfe the harbour of 
Conftantinople, and carry the corn, un~ 
covered, either to the ftore-houfes, or the 
mills, without the boatmen attempting to 
put a ftop to their voracioufnefs. The eafe 
with which they are permitted to glean 
the corn, attraéts them in fucl flocks, 
that I have feen them perched on the 
rowers fhoulders, waiting in their turns 
for a vacant place to fill their crops. 

It is from very fhallow obfervations alfo 
that travellers have extolled the charity of 
the Turks towards other animals. 

There is in Conftantinople a great num- 
ber of dogs of the fame kind as the fhep- 
herd’s dog, that is to fay, with fox’s ears 
and muzzles. Thefe animals, difperfed 
through every quarter of the town, feem 
to have the- fame origin ; but they belong 
to no particular mafters, and the dogs of 
each diftri& make a common caufe againft 
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fuch marauders as encroach upon their li- 
mits. Jt is eafy, from their haggard looks, 
their feeble and Janguid fteps, as well as 
their exceffive lanknefs, to diftinguith 
fuch of them as not having been born in 
the quarter of the thamblcs, are reduced to 
live-on the excrement thrown into the 
ftreets, and for which they are fortunately 
indebted to the bad adminiftration of the 
police. The prodigality of the children, 
whom they are very affiduous in careffing, 
procures them alfo fome refource. The fe- 
males of this needy clafs, fometimes ob- 
tain the end of a mat, between two potts, 
to fuckle their young on; but notwith- 
ftanding thefe trifling fuccours, all thofe 
at a diftance from the town fhambles, do 
very little honour to the ‘Turkith charity. 
Always miferable, always more or lefs 
confumptive, and often lame, they feem 
to offer a ftanding reproach to thofe travel- 
lers who have celebrated the charms and 
comforts of their exiftence *. 
Travellers 
* Ta this defcription we fee nothing like that race 
of dogs we call Turkifh dogs, which are no more 
R4 kaown 
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‘Travellers have likewife celebrated as a 
good work the Turkith cuftom of feeding 
their cats with theeps livers, faid to be dif- 
tributed to thofe animals by pious perfons, 
who devote themfelves to this holy action. 
This would not, in fa&, be either more 
foolifh, or more fingular, than the ftory 
of the doves ; but one fact does not prove 
the other, and every thing connetted with 
manners, merits a circumftantial and well 
digefted difcuffion. 

The Turks, as well as the Jews, have 
their prohibited food; their law obliges 
them to bleed and wath what they eat ; it 
prohibits them alfo the ufe of certain parts 
of the animal, fuch as the liver, the lungs, 
&c. The butchers muft provide, there- 
fore, for the fale of fuch articles as fuit 
only the Chaiftians, 

Degiberdgis, (fellers of liver) carrying a 
long ftick on their fhoulders on which 
hang their goods, announce them for fale 
known in Turkey than our Turkith beds, Turkith 


robes, and the reft of thofe novelties on which we 
are pleafed to beftow that name. 
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by bawling out; but never beftow them 
gratis. The quantity of fheep daily flaugh- 
tered in an immenée city, where lefs beef 
is eaten, which the Turks are not fo fond 
of, neceffarily multiplies thefe fellers of 
liver, who daily take their rounds to dif- 
pofeof them in w holefale to the Chriftians, 
who cat them, and in retail to the old wo- 
men, who in every country are fond of 
cats, without being more charitable to- 
wards them ; but idlenefs, which is con- 
ftantly fearching after amufement, fur- 
nifhes thefe Dgiherdgis with another very 
abundant fale, 

‘The manner of exiftence of a Turk, who 
is fo much at his eafe as to have nothing to 
do, is to go every day from his own houte, 
feat himfelf in preference in a thop where 
{moaking tobacco is fold. There, under pre- 
tence of trying to find fome new quality in 
that article, he fmokes feveral pipes without 
paying, and enjoys over and above, the 
view of the paflengers, who, on their part, 
amafe themfelves with the indolent gra- 
vity of the Turks, and the refpettful ap- 
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pearance of two or three footmen, who 
ftand by his fide with their hands croffed 
on their waifts. In this pofition, the firft 
liver feller who paffes, ftops, and boafts 
his talent of affembling all the cats of the 
diftri&t, fays a few good things to divert 
his excellency, and obtains permiffion to 
begin his operations. The paffengers ftop, 
the cats affemble in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the watch word; the dealer's 
thoulders are covered with them, and they 
hang to his cloaths: he quickly furnifhes 
his troublefome guefts with a repaft; the 
confequential gentleman who is amufed by 
this {cene, pays the fellow ; and the Eu- 
ropean, either ignorant of the language, 
or little acquainted with it, and who does 
not live enough amongft the Turks to ftudy 
their genius, and their manners, thinks he 
has feen an aé& of charity, publithes it as 
fuch without further inquiry, and thus 
gives fandtion to 2n error. 

Mankind ftand fo much in need of mu- 
tual affiftance, that the focial virtues ought 
undoubtedly to be more familiar to them 

than 
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than they generally are. Thefe virtues 
feem to offer a natural remedy againft thofe 
misfortunes and neceffities which are com- 
mon & us all ; and, from this confideration, 
ought to be praétifed with more zcal and 
efficacy amongft an oppreffed people; but 
defpotifm deftroys every fentiment of hu- 
manity and commifferation in the vidtims 
whom it hourly facrifices: deftitute itfelf 
of thofe feelings, it only infpires men, 
groaning under the weight of its oppreflion, 
with the defire of becoming opprefiors. 
‘Tyranny owes all its flaves to the defire of 
tyrannizing over others ; and perfecution 
is fo natural in Turkey, that there aCtually 
exifts a formal compaét in the country, a 
mutual agreement not to hurt each other. 
A Turk who had been Couchedchy- 
Bachi*, under the reign of the three fa- 
vourites of Sultan Mahomout, whom he 
was obliged to facrifice, and of whom I 


* Couchedghy-Bachi; the Lieutenant of the Bof- 
tandgy Bachi, 


have 
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have already fpoken at the beginning of 
thefe Memoirs, was very intimate with my 
father-in-law. The government ftill made 
ufe of his underftanding and his talents in 
their fecret inquiries. Bufinefs of this na- 
ture had brought him to Pera+. He was 
defirous of becoming acquainted with me ; 
and feeming to regret that his affairs did 
not permit him to make a longer ftay, he 
took leave, promifing to return in a fhort 
time, Already I had conduéted him half 
way down ftairs, when ftopping fuddenly, 
and turning round fhort to one of my peo- 
ple, ‘* Bring me quickly,” fays he, ‘«fome 
bread and fale.” I was as much furprized 
at this whimfica] requeft, as at the earneft- 
nefs with which the fervant flew to fatisfy 
him. What he afked for is brought him ; 


+ Pera, a fuburb where the Ambaffadors, and al- 
moft ail the foreign merchants refide, except the 
French, who in general live together at Galata. Bat 
it muft not be imagined that thefe two quarters are 
appropriated exclufively to the Europeans. The 
Turks, the Greeks, the Jews, and the Armenians, 
who inhabit them, amount to more than fifty thou- 
fand fouls, to whom are joined two or three hundred 
real or pretended Europeans. . 
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he takes a little falt between his finger and 
thumb, with a myfterious air, and puts it 
on his bread, which he eats with a religi- 
ous gravity, and takes his leave, affuring 
me that thenceforward 1 might depend 
upon him. I obtained an explanation of 
every thing important and fignificant in 
this ceremony t. We fhall fee, however, 
that this very man, becoming Vifir, under 
the name of Moldovandgi Pacha, ‘was at 
leaft tempted to violate his oath with re- 
{pe& to me. However that may be, if 
this fort of oath be not always religioufly 
obferved, it ferves pretty often as a check 
to moderate that {pirit of revenge to which 
the Turks are fo naturally addiéted. Their 
rage feldom fhews itfelf in the firft heat of 
paffion ; they never fight duels; but they 
affaffinate; and it is thus they decide all 
quarrels which never can be reconciled. The 
perfon offended publicly whets his knife, 
or prepares his fire-arms; fome friends 


{ The Turks hold it to be the higheft ingratitudy 
to forget thofe who have given them food, which is 
reprefented by the bread and {alt in this ceremony. . 

ftrive 
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ftrive to appeafe him, whilft others excite 
and encourage him to the murder; but no 
meafures are ufed tending to prevent the 
crime which thefe preparatives proclaim. 
Drunkennefs, however, muft precede it. 
The Turk is obliged to find in.wine, the 
degree of courage neceflary to fupply his 
anger. Arrived at this pitch, he leaves the 
tavern, and there is no longer any fafety 
for the’ offender, except in the want of fkill 
of the offended perfon. If the murder be 
committed, and the guard, who are armed 
only with fticks §, purfue the affaffin, it 
is then that he exhibits real proofs of cou- 


§ The patroles who'go through the city to preferve 
order, and for the public fafety, are only armed with 
fticks, in the fhape of little clubs, the thick end of 
which is dipped in rofin. When a criminal avails 
himr if of his activity to efcape, he is foon overturned 
by the addrefs of the guards, who throw their fticks 
athis legs. One very often fees people thrown down 
in this manner, whe are no otherwife culpable than by 
going too quick about their bufinefs. Ic is a littl® 
amufement by which the guards exercife their talent 
for laying hold of criminals; but when thefe latter have 
fire arms, the guards are morecareful to avoid meeting, 
than ardent in the purfuit of them. 

tage; 
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rage; he defends himfelf like a lion; one 
would imagine that the crime had elevated 
his foul; and if he at length fubmits, the 
threats of his affociates very foon bring the 
relations of the deccafed to a compofition, 
which leaves the guilty in poffeffion of 
that high efteem which this event infures 
him *, 

It is only a few hired Turks, fome 
Chriftians, or Jews, who furnifh exam- 
ples of public punithment for the murders 
they may commit. In this cafe the cri- 
minal, conduétcd to the Porte, there re- 
ceivea his fencence. No apparatus accom - 
panies his execution ; and have met fome 
of them pafling through the croud, with 
which the ftreets are filled, converfing 
with the men who were to be their execu- 
tioners. ‘The criminal only has his hands 
tied, and the executioner holds him by the 


* There is no exaggeration in this ; they never fay, 
but as an eulogium, fuch a one has killed fuch ano-~ 
ther : he who has killed ten, is the hero of his quarter ; 
no entertainment without him; his friendfhip is a 
fafeguard, 

woitk 


256 MEMOIRS OF THE 


waift. This is the moment to negociate 
with the relations of the deceafed, and to 
attempt the accommodation I have menti- 
oned. I have been affured by fome perfons, 
that bargains of this kind fometimes fail 
from the avarice of the criminal. The 
fa appears highly improbable ; but fup- 
pofing it to be true, it muft arife, no doubt, 
from this circumftance, that under a defpo- 
tic government riches are every thing, and 
life of very little value. 

The habit of defpifing the Chriftians, 
and of honouring the Turks, has eftablifh- 
ed the cuftom of placing the criminal’s 
head, if he bea true believer, on his arm, 
which is bent for the purpofe ; and that of 
an infidel on his pofteriors. 

Nothing would be wanting to complete 
the barbarity of the Turks, but to imitate 
the cuftom in France, of extending the 
punifhment of a perfonal crime, fo as to 
cover with the infamy of his execution, 
thofe innocent perfons who have the mis- 
fortune to be related to the guilty. In 
Turkey, on the contrary, they infc.ibe 

on 
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on his grave ftone the name of the deccaf- 
ed, and the nature of his punifhment ; and 
I knew an European who was very ill re- 
ceived on this account, by a Greek wo- 
man of diftinétion, whofe hufband had 
been juft hanged for a court broil. He 
thought it neceflary to condole with her 
on this event, and dwelt particularly on 
the nature of the punifhment. ‘ How do 
you think he ought to have died then?” 
exclaimed the woman in a rage ; ** Let me 
tell you, Sir, that nobody in my family 
has died like a Raccal +.” The European, 
aftonithed, withdrew, withing all her re- 
lations an happy exit. This prejudice, fo 
very different from ours, is again explained 
by defpotifm, To be punithed for a ftate 
crime, implies that the criminal muft have 
been of fome importance to the ftate. Men 
fubmit to q ftate of dependance only in the 
hopes of commanding in their turn; this 


+ Raccal, a grocer; they uftally die in their beds 
this is the profefion which they have the cuftom of 
contemptuoufly oppofing to the moft diftinguithed 
fituatidns, 


Vor. 1. Ss is 
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is the origin of flavery ; it feeds the vanity 
of the flave, and is the only fentiment of 
honour which can exift under defpotifm, 

Although .we have already feen that 
drunkennefs hurries on the Turks to 
crimes, and gives them the force neceflary 
to commit them, and although wine be 
prohibited by the law, the taverns at Con- 
ftantinople are as public, and as numerous 
as public houfes in our towns ; the govern- 
ment makes them pay, and proteéts them. 
Such of the Turks as frequent them, re- 
gularly get drunk; and the confumption 
becoming a revenue of the Exchequer, is 
farmed out to an Intendant, called Charab 
Eminy {. This officer receives the duties 
of entry ; but the police of the taverns, as 
well as the fees they make them pay, be- 
Jong to the firft magiftrate, and to the par- 
ticular governors of the refpective qyar- 
ters. 

} Charab Eminy,, Intendant of the Wine; an em- 
ployment never given by the government but to a 
‘Turk; heis the renter of that part of the grants, and 
collects the duties either in the quality of farm or 


direétion, 
T have 
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I have faid, that in the folemn feafts, 
the taverns are fhut to avoid, during that 
period, the fatal effects of the hab’ -ial 
debauchery of the people. The police pits 
a feal on the door of every tavern; bet a 
wicket contrived below, which the police 
pretends not to fee, always leaves a free 
and public entry ; it cofts no more than a 
flight {toop of the body to evade the law, 
and get drunk at pleafure. 

. The three days of bairam, however, ex- 
cite a fort of anxiety on the part of govern- 
ment to prevent the diforders which drunk- 
ennefs might occafion. The Ramazan 
which precedes thefe holidays, is the Lu- 
nar month deftined to a faft, and its epocha 
is advanced annually eleven days. This 
time of abftinence, copied by Mahomet 
from the Chriftian fafts, confifts among 
the Turks, as it formerly did in the pri- 
mitive church, in taking no nourifhment 
whilft the Sun is on the horizon. It is evi- 
dent that the part of the Lunar revolution, 
which brings the Ramazan towards the 
winter folftice, makes it lefs infuppe: table 
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than that which places it in the fummer 
folftice, from the length of the days and 
the exceffive heat which prevails during 
the time of abftinence ; but the working 
clafs appear alone to fuffer all the rigour of 
the Ramazan; deprived, during the day, 
of a glafs of water to quench the thirft, 
or refrefh the mouth, the fetting fun pre- 
fents them only with a frugal repaft, with 
a little repofe from fatigue, which is again 
interrupted by prayers, and the neceffity of 
eating before funrife. 

The Ramazan offers a very different pic- 
ture amongft people of opulence. It is effe- 
minacy, fleeping in the arms of hypocrify, 
and which only awakens to refign itfelf to 
the pleafures of good cheer, mufic, and of 
every thing which can compenfate to fen- 
fuality for the pain of abftinence. 

Submiffive to the revolution of a period 
prefcribed by the laws, and always impa- 
tient for its expiration, a Turk, during the 
Ramazan, is never tired of counting the 
hours or the minutes ; he encompaffes him- 
felf with all the watchésandall theclockshe 
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is mafter of, and this is the period in which 
Geneva colleéts the principal part of the 
tribute her induftry impofes on the Turks. 
This lucrative commerce would become 
infinitely more fo, if, by a double quodra- 
ture fo difpofed as to fhorten the {piral of 
the ballance, or gradually to raife the 
point of fufpenfion of the pendulum, they 
could advance the movement of the hands, 
and retard them by inverting the fame ape- 
ration, relatively to the fetting of the fun, 
which the Turks always ftate at twelve 
hours ; in this cafe I would cngage, that 
fenfible only to this diurnal refult, they 
would not perceive that the quicknefs or 
flownefs of the vibrations, by dividing the 
difference, would alter the duration of each 
particular hour. 

The moft regular watch in the world, 
however, ‘would not be fufficient to deter- 
mine the moment of finifhing the faft ; the 
eryers of the Mofques, placed in the galle- 
ries of the minarets, obferve from thence the 
fetting of the fun, and the firft fignal muft 
be given from that of Saint Sophia, by 
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chaunting the invitation to prayers, which 
the other muezzins repeat from their mi- 
narets, At this periud the impatience of 
the Turks, the moft devout of whum al- 
ways begin by ablntion, leads guncr. Hy to 
the u:ury of fmoaking, which is the firit 
of their wants. 

But if the Turks wait until the fun 
difappears, to allow themfelves fome nou- 
rifhinent, they are nct l.’s attentive to af- 
certain minutcly the beginning of the new 
nioon, to enter intothe Ramazan ; and in 
general, it is only to begin this taft that they 
place a full and unlimited confidence in 
aftronomical calculations. It is remarked, 
in faét, that this moon, dedicated to abfti- 
nence, ufually lafts no longer than eight 
and twenty days; and that the perfons ap- 
pointed to obferve this planet, and to make 
a formal declaration of it to the Porte, are 
always rather late in obferving the firft 
gleam of light which marks its renewal ; 
but in return they are much lefs {crupulous 
in afferting the appearance of the following 
moon, which commences the Bairam, and 

is 


BARON DE TOTT. 263 


is announced to the public by difcharges of 
artillery. 

The feftival, however, which fucceeds 
the term of abftinence amongft the Turks, 
cannot be compared with the folemnity 
which follows the Chriftian Lent ; and one 
only difcovers a fort of imitation of the 
Pafcal Lamb, in the Courbam Bairam, the 
Bairam of the Sacrifice. This fecond Paf- 
cal feaft does not take place until fix weeks 
after the former. The Grand Signior, all 
the great men, and every body who can 
afford it, kill one or more fheep on that 
day. A proportionable number of thefe 
animals are particularly taken care of for 
that purpofe, and have their wool combed 
and their horns gilt, and the moment of 
facrificing thefe offerings muft be calcu- 
lated for the very inftant when the fame 
facrifice’takes place at Mecca, 

‘The epocha of the Bairam is alfo that of 
the greateft luxuries; every body pur- 
chafes, or gives, or receives new cloaths. 
It is the time, too, for parties of pleafure 
of every kind, which always produce fome 
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irregularities and difagreeable circumftances 
on the part of the walkers out, who dif- 
perfe themfelves through the different vil- 
lages for three or four leagues round Con- 
ftantinople, and where the Turks, newly 
clad, thoroughly abfolved, and always well 
armed, think they may perpetrate every 
thing with impunity, and exaét what they 
think proper from the unhappy Grecks 
who vegetate in thofe villages. 

The aqueduéts which convey water to 
Conftantinople, are often the object of the 
Turkith walks ; but we may fuppofe that 
it is neither to admire the architeCture of 
thefe buildings, nor to judge of the falu- 
brity of the water, that the curious flock 
there in crouds. They take great pains to 
carry wine and other things there to regale 
themfelves ; they take poffeffion of the ru- 
ined kiofks built by the Emperors at the 
fame time with the edifices deftined to col- 
le& the rain water, and convey it to the 
capital, 

The aqueducts which the Turks have 
been compelled to fubftitute for the ancient 

cifterns, 
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cifterns, are fo badly conftrudted, thata 
comparifon between them and the aqueduct 
of the Greeks, muft give an advantageous 
idea of the latter. 

The edifice, built in the time of Jufti- 
nian, offers nothing interefting either in 
point of boldnefs, or lightnefs of architec- 
ture. The good tafte of the architec is 
Mill lefs confpicuous ; he feems only to 
have ftudied to deceive the eye in the form 
of the pillars, by giving them the appear- 
ance of folid mafles in the air, whilft thofe 
inverted cones form reliefs, which project 
too much at their bafis. A mixture of 
Jarge Gothic arches, and of {mall circular 
ones, are neither bolder nor more agree- 
able to the eye; and I have only looked 
upon this ftructure as interefting, in as far 
as it may ferve to fix the period at which 
good tafte.in architecture began to decline 
amongit the Greeks. 

The aqueduéts of the Turks are of a 
moore determinate kind; no proportion in 
the plan, no choice in the materials, no 
ikill or neatnefs in their diftribution ; one 

is 
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is aftonifhed at the immenfity of the work, 
—one is out of patience at its imperfec- 
tion; every thing announces ignorance fet 
in motion by force, and kept in pay by 
avarice. 

Thefe faults are lefs ftriking in the 
Mofques built by the Turkith Emperors 
at-Conftantinople, becaufe all thefe edi- 
fices, built under the eve of the Sultans, 
and after the model of Saint Sophia, are 
more or lefs ornamentcd, and always well 
taken care cf, from motives of fear and va- 
nity, by the Cceks or Armenians, who 
are the undertakers of them. ‘There are 
even fome Mofques *, which, built on the 
plan of that aucicnt Greck church, have 
furpaffed their model; but the model is 
very far from being a mafter-piece; and 
oac would prefume, that a more attentive 
examination might have prevented travel- 
lers from lavifhing their praifes on the 


* The Mofque of Suitan Achmet, and that of 
Checkzade, are of a mote flender conftrudtion ; and 
the former ornamented w.th fix Minarets, extends 
the whole place of the Liyppodromas. 
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ftra@ure of Sait Sophia. Had thefo tra- 
velfers bn more fkiiled in archit-Sture, 
they miz'* have concluded, from the difs 
placing of the pillars alone, that after 
he * gozconomifed in thc original plan, the 
mafkts neceflary for folidity, they have 
been unreafonably ‘wih in the fpurs with 
which the building *s at length fupport- 
ed; they might have feen too, by mvafur- 
ing with the eye, the arch of the exterior 
dome, that the flat roof which ferves for 
cieling, offers only an illufory boldnefs, 
and that far from i{upporting itfelf, inde- 
pendant of the building, it is fufpended by 
the full centre which covers it. I have 
been affvred even, that this inner dome 
was built of pummice ftone, bound with a 
very fine cement of pafte and lime, which 
reduces to nothing this pretended wonder, 
The intide decoration does no greater ho- 
nour to the age of Conftantine +. A great 
quan- 

+} Ie is pretended, that this edifice, built by Con- 
flantine, and deftroyed by an earthquake, was rebuilt 
by Juftinian; but I think we fhould only attribute to 


this laft emperor, the maffés of ftone by way of {purs 
erected 
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quantity of columns fet it at different dif- 
tances, without proportion, the module of 
which appears to have been miftaken in 
their height, in their bafes, and in their 
capitals; no order in the entablature, no 
rule, no tafte in the profiles, thefe furely 
do not merit fo much celebrity. There ic 
nothing in fa& to admire in that building, 
but the richnefs and abundance of mate- 
rials, in which one would be tempted to 
imagine one difcovered thofe precious ruins, 
which are no longer to be found at Delphi 
,or at Delos, 

But the beauty of the Mofaics which 
adorned the roof of Saint Sophia is indif- 
putable : I have been ftill able to difcover 
the end of the wings of the four cheru- 
bins, which were fupported by the cor- 
nice, at the fpring of the arch of the four 
pillars. The obftinacy of the Turks in 
daubing this dome with lime water, leaves 
‘treéted on the outfide to fupport the pillars, which 
had given way in confequence of the earthquake. 
‘The effeét of thefe fhocks is ftil! apparent from the 
‘inclination of the columns, whofe bafie of bronze do 
Bot equally fupport them. 

nothing 
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novhing to be feen at this day of thefe Mo- 
faics, and they are daily compleating their 
deftrudion, by continuing to tear off fptin« 
ters, which a barbarous curiofity purcha- 
fes of that ignorance and avidity which as 
barbaroufly. deftroys them. 

+ Some pieces of thefe Mofaics, {plit into 
eryftals of three or four cubic lines, . being 
fent to Vienna to be cut, produced ftone 
of different colours of a very fine luftre, 
and great hardnefs. 

The contempt of the Turks for the moft 
precious work we know of, leaves. no 
doubt of the fimplicity of the ornaments 
which decorate their other Mofques, Thefe 
ornaments confift in no more than four 
large tables, on which are written the 
names of the four difciples of Mahomet ; 
feveral paffages of the Coran are alfo writ- 
ten in different places, and particularly to- 
wards the pulpit, from whence this facted 
book is read during the meditation which 
precedes the prayer. I muft add, that 
the women admitted alf into the Mofqyes, 
place themfelves only in the part deftined 

to 
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to their ule; and if the Turkith manners 
had not rendered that feparation neceffary 
in other refpeds, one would pardon their 
eftablithing it in their temples, where or- 
der and filence ought conftantly to remind 
us, that if the neceffities of life have limit- 
ed and regulated certain intervals in di- 
vine worthip, we cannot offer too refpedt- 
ful an adoration in the temple confecrated 
to the Eternal Being. 

Vocal mufic, inftead of iiss noife of 
bells, announces the hour of prayer, in 
an Arabic formula, which combines the 
unity of God, the miflion of the Prophet, 
prayers and good works. The muezzins 
of each Mofque* mourit for that purpofe 
on their mtinarets. This fort of fteeple, 
which refemble columns, are {mall hollow 
towers, of four or five feet diameter ; they 
rife of an equal thicknefs from the angles, 
of the Mofque, to the height of the domes, 


* Mupzzins,—Cryers of the Mofque; itis an of- 
fice which the Iman performs himfelf in the fmtaller 
Denefices, but in the great Mogues it isa diftin& 
office, 

where 
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where a projecting gallery of tyenty ; or. 
thirty inches, communicates with a;yyind- 
ing ftair-cafe, which leads-tq it by » lithe 
gate, always facing Mecca, The mina- 
ret then diminifhing abpyt a fourth of its 
thicknefs, continues to rife about a fifth 
or fixth part of its height, and terminates 
in a pointed,cone, covered with lead, and 
finifhed in a fort of crefcent,- the two ex- 
tremities of which, in a fluted curve, and 
very near each other, ufually encircle the 
name of God, cut out of the metal. The 
principal Mofques have feveral of thefe 
minarets, to each of which the galleries 
are doubled or trebled ; but thofe of Saint 
Sophia have only one; they are alfo the 
leaft lofty, and the leaft flender +. 

It might be proper, doubtlefs, in this 
place, to afcertain the eftimation in which 
the Turks hold the crefcent ; but I thall 
have occafion to treat of this matter in 
{peaking of the Grand Signior’s artillery ; 

+ Thefe minarets, which were doubtlefs buflt foon 
after the taking of Conftantinople, are become dif- 
agreeable to the eye, from the lightnefs and boldnefs 
of thofe which have been fince conftruted.” 

whee and 


ae MEMo1aS OF TRE 


and I half confine myfelf at prefent to ob+ 
ferve, that in vobuilding the Vifir’s palace, 
after the fire I have {poken of, the archi- 
te& made wie of fleurs de lys, with four 
leaves, for the laft ornament of the cu- 
pola covering the gate which feparates the 
two courts. He fubftituted this amament 
for the crefcents which were-on the for- 
mer gate. Obferving this little decoration 
at the Palace of France, he adopted it, and 
nobody imagined that it had any meaning. 
From a refinement of the fame nature, 
but of a very different effect, two antique 
green columns, placed by way of orna- 
ment at the principal gate of the Seraglio, 
are fupported on their capitals. I com- 
plained of this to the fuperintendant of the 
buildings, who very judicioufly obferved 
to me, that the foliage of the capitals, fo 
ingenioufly carved, richly merited to be 
placed within the reach of admiration. 
Conftantinople, on the fide of the fea, 
furnifhes likewife the maft painfyl pro- 
f{pe€t: one fees there a foreft of columns, 
ranged crofs-ways, and on feyeral beds, 
which - 
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which ferve as a foundation for her lofty 
walls; andthe richeft ruins, confounded 
with the vileft materials, prefent, at every 
ftep, the affiGing piture of ignorance and 
barbarifm, confufedly jumbled with the 
precious remains of the ancient Grecian 
knowledge, 

To finith this painting of the ‘Turks, 
and to give an idea of their ftupid pride, it 
will be fufficient to cite gne of their far 
vourité adages : 

Riches in India, 
Wit in Europe, 
and 


Pomp amongft the Ottomans, 

The pidure of the Grand Signior’s pro- 
ceffion on the day of Coronation, has piven 
an idea of their fo much boafted pomp; but 
I muft allow that there is famething bril- 
liant and furjking enough jn the cavalcade 
which accompanies the Grand Signior 
when he gocs out upon the fea. The 
grace, the lightne(s, the richnefs of his 
boats, can be compared with nothing of 
that kind we have amongft us. His High- 

“ T nels 
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nefs alone has the right of having a tilt co~ 
vered with {carlet, and crowned with 
three gilded lanterns, and twenty fix row- 
ers; 2 fimilar boat which follows for any 
occafion that may offer, ‘always ferves 
him to return in. The different officers of 
the Court attend him, each in the boats 
appropriated to thems and their great 
number, joined to the precifion of the 
ftrokes of the oars, and the quicknefs of the 
motion, prefents the moft majeftic prof- 
pec, and the moft agreeable coup d’ccil. 

When the Grand Signior’s fon is of age 
to appear in public, his boat, rowed alfo 
by fix and twenty rowers, is diftinguifhed 
by a blue tilt, after which the Vifir is the 
only perfon who can have a tilt; but it 
mutt be green, and his boat muft not have 
more than twenty-four rowers. 

The Mufti, éxpofed in his boat to the 
intemperance of the air, "like the loweft in- 
dividual, is only diftinguifhed by nine pair 
of oars, and the privilege of having two 
men on each bench, 

The 
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‘The boats of the other great men, whofe 
number of oars is determined alfo by the 
importance of their offices, have only one 
rower on each bench, as well as the foreign 
Ambaffadors, who likewjfe have no right 
to carry a tilt. 


But the boats of the harem, which carry 
the Grand Signior’s wives, are manned with 
twenty-four rowers, and have white co- 
vered tilts, fhut alternately by Venetian 
blinds ; walls of canvafs are prepared like- 
wife for their reception, of which a little 
narrow {treet is formed, which runs from 
the gate of the Seraglio to the boats. When 
they go out to walk, which is very feldom, 
the rural harem which is prepared for them, 
is furrounded likewife in the fame manner, 
and they are introduced into it with the 
fame precaution. Black eunuchs furround 
this inclofure, and Affequis *, armed with 
carbines, form a fecond line of circum- 


* Boftandgi Affequis, who perform the office of the 
Prevote de L’hote] in France ; they are the grenadiers 
of the corps of Boftandgis. 


T2 vallation 
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yvallation to defend the approaches. Un- 
fortunate the man, who, ignorant of thefe 
difpofitions, comes within gun fhot ! The 
ftroke of death would be his firft warning. 
It'is thus that the wives of the Prince, 
kept always in a fold like Theep, enjoy the 
pleafure of breathing the freth air, 

This extraordinary entertainment gives, 
undoubtedly no very exalted idea of the 
perpetual joys which reign in the harem 
of the Grand Signior. One may conceive 
that the women exift there lefs agreeably, 
than in this little park, fiuce it is intended 
as a party of pleafure. Here is matter 
enough, no doubt, to reform many mif- 
taken ideas. 

: Thofe which I had at firft colleéted of 
the Turkith government and military were 
-incorreét. One can only judge of men in 
aétion; and I referve thofe particulars for 
the events of the laft war, which deve- 
loped them more completely to me. Thefe 
hiftorical details will bring me back to 
Conftantinople, from whence I fet out‘in 
1763, 
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1763, on my return to France, tg acquaint 
the Miniftry that I was lofing my, time, 
and the King his money, were I not to be 
more ufefully employed. 


Enp of rue First Part. 


T 3 Srconp 
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Seconp Parr. 


On the Tunxs and the TARTARS. 


Y Father died at Rodofto+, in 

the arms of Count Tezaky, and 

in the midft of his countrymen. The 
Miniftry which had intended to have 
employed me, had juft been changed in 
France. A foreign name, no protection, 
and eight years abfence at Conftantinople, 
nothing, in fhort, feemed to give me much 
profpect of fuccefs at Verfailles. Iobtained, 
however, a promife of employment at one 
of the German Courts, an employment ill- 


+ A town fituated on the Propontis; fet apart 
by the Grand Signior for the refidence of Prince 
Ragofzi, and all the Hungarian refugees, My de- 
cealed father had followed that Prince thither, and 
left it in the year 1717, to enter into the fervice of 
France: the different commiffions in which he was 
employed, gave him frequent opportunities of feeing 
his former companions, in the midft of whom he died 
in 1767. Count Tezaky furvived him only eight 
days, and never fpoke after his death. 

fuited 
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fuited to the fort of information I had ac- 
quired, and which the Duke of Choifeul 
was defirous of applying to more purpofe, 
when on his refuming the foreign depart- 
ment, and after a trial of my abilities on a 
particular commiffion, he made choice of 
me to refide with the Kam of the Tartars. 
My zeal made me overlook all the difagree- 
able circumftances of fuch a miffion. I 
had- neither folicited, nor defired, nor fore- 
feen it ; but I accepted it as a favour, and 
it was indeed a favour to ferve under that 
Minifter. . 

It was determined that I fhould go by 
land to the place of my deftination, and 
every thing being prepared, I left Paris on 
the roth of July, 1767, for Vienna, where, 
after a ftay of eight days, I continued my 
journey to Warfaw, at which place I re- 
mained fit weeks, and from thence I pro- 
ceeded to Kominiek. 

The difficulties I had undergone in Po- 
Jand from the fcarcity of provifions, the 
want of horfes, and the ill will of the peo- 
ple, prepared me to bear, with patience, 

2 T 4 what 
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what I ftill had to undergo before I could 
arrive at the end of my journey: 

There being no poft-horfes in Poland, 
after palfiag Kaminiek, I was fortunate 
enough to procure Roffian horfes to carry 
me to the firt Turkifh Cuftom-houfe, op- 
pofite to Swanitz, on the other fide of the 
Niefter. The courfe of that river forms 
the boundary between the two empires; 
und fomte Janiflaries who were come to 
walk on the Potith fide of the river, at- 
tracted by curiofity near my carriage, tak- 
ing a liking to me on my addreffing them 
in the Turkith language, accompanied me 
in the ferry boat, which conveyed us to 
the other fide. Every perfon in my reti- 
nue, except my fecretary, imagined we 
were going to Conftantinople. 1 unde- 
ceived them in paffing the Niefter {. We 
landed fafely on the oppofite fide of the 
river, and my Janniffaries, eager to ac- 
quaint the Cuftom-houfe Officer with my 
arrival, prepared him to teteive tne with 
fo much refpect, that overcoine at length 

4 This river is aifo called the Nieper. 
by 
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by his entreaties, I agreed to pafs a bad 
night at about a league from Kotchim, 
where I might have met with better ac- 
commodations. The Cuftom-houfe Officer 
compelled the Ruflians, alfo, who had 
brought me, to ftay with their horfes all 
night, to conduct me the next day to Kot- 
chim. My remonftrances on this head 
were ineffectual, when oppofed to his in- 
tercf& and convenience: He affeéted, in- 
deed, to have no other motive than refpect 
for me, and to have nothing but my con- 
venience in view; when his only object 
was, in fact, to fave an expence which muft 
otherwife have fallen upon him, 

In other refpeéts we could not perceive 
that we put him to any expence, except 
from the profufion with which we were 
ferved ; and the Pacha, whom he had ac- 
quainted with my arrival, increafed our 
abundance by a prefent of flowers and 
fruit he fent me, with the affurance of be- 
ing well received, and better treated the 
next day. ‘ 


The 
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The habit of living with the Turks 
rendered my evening, however, more to- 
lerable than it would have been for any 
other perfon. 1 paffed a part of it in the 
Cuftom-houfe officer’s kiofk, which was 
his ufual refidence ; and where, indolently 
ftretched out on the frontiers of defpotifm, 
in the full plenitude of his authority, this 
Turk exhibiting its genuine picture to the 
inhabitants of the oppofite fhore, wag in- 
toxicated with the pleafure of feeing no- 
thing fo important as himfelf. He in- 
formed me, that two ycung Frenchmen 
had arrived a few days before at Kotchim, 
where, after taking the turban, they had 
fet out for Conftantinople. He fatisfied, 
alfo, my queftions refpe€ting the revenues 
of his Cuftom-houfe, which I found were 
as profitable to him, as they were burthen- 
fome to thofe who had the misfortune to 
fall into his hands; and as that was all 
the information to be got from him, I left 
him and went to take fome reft. The peo- 
ple, however, fent by the Pacha to con< 
dud me to Kotchim, and to receive me 

there 
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there with diftin@ion, began to awaken 
me froma found fleep at day break. Each 
of them was eager to acquaint me with 
the importance of hi» employment, in or- 
der to have a better claim on my genero- 
fity. The people of the Cuftom-houfe 
watched, alfo, the moment of my waking, 
to come for their fhare. I rewarded the 
guards too, who had attended me, and who 
had been prevented from robbing me, only 
by the particular attention of my fervants, 
We then fet out with a pretty numerous 
retinue, and I was foon fettled in the houfe 
of a Jew, prepared for my reception in the 
fubirbs of Kotchim. 

An officer and fome Janifiaries, who 
were to be my guard, occupied the gate~ 
way into which I was introduced by one of 
the Governor’s people, who had orders to 
procure me, gratis, and at the expence of 
the inhabitants, every neceflary. His firft 
care, therefore, was to inquire what IE 
withed to be fupplied with. I was fhocked 
at this fpecies of oppreffion, to which, 
however, I was no ftranger; but I knew 

neither ‘ 
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neither the right, nor the refources of the 
oppreffors ; I modeftly anfwered that I 
wanted nothing, and gave fecret orders to 
my own people to purchafe the neceflary 
provifions. I could not forefee that this 
was the very way to agravate the oppref- 
fion. A mifcrable Jew I had employed to 
make my purchafes, and who, in the hopes 
of cheating me, had overlooked the danger 
of his undertaking, was feized, baftina- 
doed, and forced to point out to my aea- 
lous purveyor, the people with whom he 
had been dealing, who efcaped, however, 
by returning the money, and with the lofs 
of their property. My broker difgorged 
alfo his profits, and the Turk gave back 
nothing ; but ke took fpecial care to order 
for the evening, and the next ’ day, fuch a 
quantity of provifions, that he muft after- 
wards have fold, for his own account, a 
great part of them, which I could not pof- 
fibly confume. 

Such fcenes greatly increafed my defire 
of haftening ty errival in the Ctimea; 
but it was neceflary to obtain both the 

Pacha’a 


BARON DE TOTT. 285 


Pacha’s permiffion, and other affiftance 
which he alone was able to procure me, 
My firft care was to have an interview with 
him as early as poffible; for the Turks 
are fo flow, and fo lazy themfelves, that 
the firft civility they thow to a ftranger is 
to invite him to reft himfelf, and that was 
the compliment I received on alighting ; 
but I affured them fo pofitively that no- 
thing fatigued me fo much as repofe, that 
T obtained an audience for the next day. 
‘The Pacha, who lives in the fortrefs, fent 
me horfes accordingly, at the hour ap- 
pointed, and feveral of his officers to con~ 
du@ me to him. - 

The fortrefs of Kotchim, fituated on 
the rife of the mountain, on the right 
border of the Niefter, hangs towards the 
river, and lays the place entirely open to 
the oppofite bank. The country of Po- 
land, indeed, prefents this citadel with fo 
delightful a profpe&, that one would be 
tempted to imagine that the Turkith en- 
gineers facrificed to that advantage, both 
the defence and fafety of fo important a 


port, 
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port, in which, as it now is, they would 
not be able to hold out three days againft a 
regular attack. 
‘The Pacha who commanded there was 
a venerable old man, with whofe charac- 
ter I was in fome meafure already acquaint- 
ed. knew that being naturally of a ti- 
mid difpofition, he feared that the Vifir 
had hoftile intentions towards him, and I 
had reafon to apprehend, therefore, that 
he would not venture to let me pafs with- 
out an exprefs order from the Porte. He 
convinced me accoidingly, after the firft 
compliments were over, that I was not 
miftaken, affuring me, lkawever, that he 
would endeavour to make my flay agree- 
able ; but it was impoffible to render any 
delay agreeable to me. I difcuffed the 
matter with him, therefore, and at length 
perfuaded him that he would run more 
rifk by detaining me at Kotchim, than by 
letting mé pafs, fince he would offend the 
Tartars, who were expecting me, without 
paying his court to the Vifir, who did not 
look for me, and the proteftion of the 
Kam, 
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Kam, which I undertook to promife, over- 
came his difficulties. My departure was 
fixed for the next day, and our parting was 
the more friendly, as I made him under- 
ftand that my good offices might be of fer-, 
vice to him. 

His principal Tchoadar, who was to be 
my Mikmandar +, came to wait on me at 
my return home. He concerted with me 
the proper means to be taken, and then 
left me to get his orders figned, and to pre- 
pare the poft-horfes for our journey. But 
notwithftanding the alacrity with’ which 
they feemed to fet to work to colle& them, 
we could not fet out until very late the 
next day, and in fpite of the blows beftow- 
edn the unfortunate poftillions by my 
Mikmandar, they went no fafter. We 
might have gone farther that day, how- 
ever, had not Ali Aga, (that was the 
name of my Mikmandar) made us ftop a 
league fhort of the Pruth, to give himfelf 


4} An officer appointed to go before Ambaffadors, 
or other perfons, who travel by the order, and at the 
expence of théPorte, 

time * 
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time to prepare for the crofilmg of thar 
river, for which purpofe he brought us to 
a tolerable good village, the miferable in- 
habitants of which were obliged to bring 
us provifions. A family foon turned out 
of doors, made room for us, and two fheep, 
killed, roafted, and eaten, and not paid 
for, added to a few unneceflary blows, be- 
gan to put me a little out of humour with 
my guide, who {ct off in the evening to 
prepare every thing for the conveyance af 
my carriage over the Pruth. 

I took the opportunity of his abfence, to 
give an old Turk, who appeared to be ene 
trufted with the concerns of the commu- 
nity, the value of the provifions ; but fome 
of the inhabitants prefently came to com- 
plain, that as I bad not diftributed the 
shares, they fhould not receive any part of 

‘ the recompence I intended making them ; 
“and,” added they, ‘* the old Turk to 
whom you have given all, is fupported by 
four cut-threat fons, who bear no part of 
our burthens, and yet always take poflef- 
fion of the profits.” 

. Thefe 
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Thefe poor wretches, whilft they were 
making thefe complaints to me, never fuf- 
pected, certainly, that they had the good 
fortune of living under an ariftocracy. To 
fatisfy them, however, and to fulfil my 
original intentions, I doubled the fum, 
and every one retiring to his place of reft, 
I got into my carriage, where I fellinto fo 
found a fleep, that we were far advanced 
onour way when I awoke. The Pruth was 
only at a league’s diftance, and my con- 
duétor, whom we perceived on horfeback, 
flogging up a troop of peafants he was in 
the midft of, gave us to underftand that 
‘we were not far from the river, on the 
borders of which we arrived, without being 
fenfible of its proximity, from the fteep- 
nefs of its banks, 

The Pruth feparates the Pachalick of 
Kotchim from Moldavia. Ali-Aga had 
{wam over to the oppofite fhore the night 
before, and got together by dint of his 
whip, near three hundred of the neighbour= 
ing Moldavians, and had employed them 
the whole night in forming with the trunks 

Vou. I U of 
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of trees an ill-contrived raft, on which he 
had repaffed to our fide of the river; but 
all that did not fatisfy me of its folidity. 
I prepared myfelf, however, to facrifice, 
if neceflary, my carriage, and every thing 
upon it. I only fecured out of it my 
pocket-book, fully determined not to ex- 
pofe myfelf to fo evident a perfonal danger ; 
nor would I fuffer my own attendants to 
go over, but referved them fora fecond 
voyage, in cafe the firft fucceeded. Mean- 
while, my conductor, proudly exulting at 
having accomplifhed fo wonderful a work, 
prefied me to get into my carriage— 
“ How,” faid I, vexed at his ftupidity, 
“« will you ever contrive to get it down to 
the river ?—How will you afterwards keep 
it on your paltry raft, which is fcarce 
large enough for it, and mutft infallibly 
fink under its weight?” <«* How?” faid 
he, “‘ why, with thefe two inftruments ;” 
fhewing me his whip, and upwards of a 
hundred fturdy peafants he had brought 
from the other fide: ‘* Don’t be uneafy ; 
I would make them bear the univerfe on 

their 
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their fhoulders. And if the raft finks, 
thefe fellows can all {wim ; they fhall keep 
it up; if you lofe the value of a pin, they 
thall every one of them be hanged.” 

So much ignorance and barbarity thock- 
ed me, without giving me more confidence 
in the raft. But my refolution was form- 
ed; Itold him I would not go over with 
my attendants till the fecond trip, and 
therefore he might do as he thought pro- 
per. I fat down on the edge of a cliff, to 
take a better view of this great manceuvre, 
and to enjoy at leaft a fcene for which I 
expected to pay very dearly. 

The fignal for the workmen to begin 
was then given, by pronouncing the name 
of God, followed by feveral fmacks of his 
whip. They undid the traces of my car- 
riage, and carried it in their arms to the 
brink of the precipice, where they had 
formed with their pickaxes a rough fort of 
thelving, to facilitate its defcent; but it 
was not without fhuddering, that I faw 
them on the point of being crufhed by the 
weight of my coach, which they got down, 

Uz however, 
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however, on the raft, where it could only be 
diagonally placed, and tokeepit fteady in that 
pofition, four of thefe wretches were clap- 
ped under the wheels, the leaft motion of 
which would have carried the whole equi- 
page to the bottom of the river. After 
this operation, which had made that part 
of the raft next the land fink into the mud, 
and had plunged it {even or eight inches 
@eep under water on the other fide, they 
fill had to work to get it afloat, which the 
hundred men at length effected. They 
then accompanied it, part of them wading, 
and others {wimming, and guided it with 
long poles to the other fide, where fome 
buffaloes were in readinefs to draw up my 
carriage, which I faw in the twinkling of 
an eye on the top of the oppofite cliff. My 
fears were now at anend, and the raft re- 
turning, conveyed us over witHout a tha- 
dow of danger or diffculty. 

It is eafy to imagine that Ali-Aga tri- 
umphed on the occafion, and on fetting 
out, I gave the value of a hundred and 
fifty livres, (fix or feven guineas) to the 

workmen ; 
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workmen ; but what is not fo eafy to ima- 
gine, nor could I forefee it, that my con- 
duétor, attentive to all my actions, and to 
every gefture, ftaid behind, to get his por- 
tion of the trifling prefent I had made thefe 
poor creatures. 

In an hour afterwards he made his ap- 
pearance, and immediately went on ‘before 
to prepare breakfaft, at three leagues from 
the Pruth, where we came up with him, 
whilft he was collecting provifions with the 
fame inftrument with which he had con- 
ftruéted his rafts. Except the too frequent 
ufe he made of his whip, Ali-Aga appear- 
ed to me to be 2 good humoured fellow, 
and I undertook to make him in future lefs 
lavith of his blows. - 

The Baron. 

Your dexterity in the paffage of the 
Pruth, and the good cheer you provide for 
us, my dear Ali-Aga, would be fully fa- 
tisfa&tory, did you not beat thofe poor Mol- 
davians fo frequently, or if you only beat 


them when they difobey you. 
U3 Alin 
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Ali Aga 

What fignifies it to them, whether it 
be before or after, fince they muft be 
beaten ? Ia it not better to do it at once 
than to lofe time? 

Baron. 

‘What do you mean by lofing time? Do 
you call that making a good uf of it to 
beat, without reafon, a fet of poor crea- 
tures, whofe exertions, ftrength, and fub- 
miffion, perform wonders? 

Alj- Aga. 

‘What, Sir-—you talk the Turkith lan- 
guage—you have lived at Conftantinople 
—you know the Greeks; and you do not 
know that Moldavians will do nothing till 
you break their bones! You imagine then 
that your carriage would have croffed the 
Pruth if I had not beat them all night, 
and continued this difcipline until your ar- 
rival on the banks of the river? ~ 

Baron. 

Yes 3 I think that the fear alone of be- 
ing beaten would have made them do all 
this; but, however that may be, we have 

no 
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no more rivers to pafss the poft fupplies 
us with horfes, we want nothing but 
provifions, and that is my affair; for I 
will own to you, my dear Ali, that fuch 
as you procure for me by blows, are hard 
of digeftion ; let me pay for them, that is 
all I defire, 
Aii- Aga. 

You certainly take the fureft way not to 
have an indigeftion ; for your money will 
not even get you bread, 

Baron. 

Never fear; I'll pay them fo well that I 
thall have the beft of every thing, and with 
more certainty than you could get it your- 
felf. 

Ali- Aga. 

You will not have bread, I tell you; I 
know the Moldavians; they require beat- 
ing ; befides, I am ordered to defray your 
expences every where, and thefe rafcally 
infidels are rich enough to bear the heavieft 
charges ; this is a trifling one, and pro- 
vided we beat them, they will be con- 
tented, 

U4 Baron. 
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Baron. 

Do not refufe me, I beg of you, my 
dear Ali-Aga; I do not with my expences 
to be defrayed, and I'll anfwer for it, they 
do not with to be beaten, provided we pay 
them; I take that upon myfelf—let me 
do as I think proper. 

Ali- Aga. 
But we thall die with hunger. 
Baran. - 

At any rate, let us make a trial; it is 
my fancy. 

Ali- Aga. 

Since you are determined, I confent : 
Try your experiment, which appears ne- 
ceffary to give you fome idea of the Molda- 
vians ; but when you are better acquainted 
with them, remember that it is not right 
I fhould go to bed without my fupper ; and 
when your money and your rhetoric have 
hoth failed you, you will allow me, Thope, 
to make ufe of my method. 

Baron. 

Be it fo; and fince we are agreed, Tthall, 
when we arrive at the village where we 

fleep 
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fleep, addrefs myfelf to the Primate t, in 
order to treat with him, in a friendly way, 
for provifions, and 2 good fire, under fome 
cover, where we may pafs the night with- 
out having any thing to do with the inha- 
bitants, and be free from the danger of the 
plague, which has juft broke out in Mol- 
davia. ‘ In this cafe,” faid Ali-Aga, “I 
need not go any farther,” and he immedi- 
ately ordered one of his ‘people to follow 
my direGtions, repeating, with a finile, 
that “he would not go to bed fupper- 
lefs.” 

We did not arrive till after fun-fet at 
the village where we intended to halt; and 
we difcovered our lodgings by a fire they 
had prepared for us. 

My conduétor, in order to keep ‘to his 
engagement with me, went to warm him- 
felf on alighting, and fat dowh with his 
elbow leaning on his faddle, and his whip 
in his hand, to enjoy the diverfion he ex- 

|} This title anfwers to that of Mayor; but his func- 
tions differ in the fame proportion that flavery differs 

from liberty. 
pected 
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petted I thould afford him. I was no lefs 
defirous of procuring my provifions from 
that {pirit which produces a mutual ex- 
change of neceffaries. I inquired for the 
Primate, whom they pointed out to me: 
I went up to him, and prefenting him with 
twenty crowns, (about two guineas and a 
half,) which I laid upon the ground, {poke 
to him firftin Turkifh, then in Greek, in 
thefe terms, faithfully tranflated : 
The Baron, (In Turkith.) 

‘There, my friend, is money to buy the 
provifions we fhall want. I have always 
loved the Moldavians, and cannot bear they 
fhould be ill treated. I hope you'll lofe 
no time in procuring mea fheep §, and fome 
bread ; keep the teft of the money to drink 
my health. 

The Moldavian. (Feigning not to 
underftand Turkith.) 
He not underftand. 
Baron. 
What, don’t you underftand Turkith? 


§ A theep alive, and of a good quality, is only 
worth balf a crowa Englifh. 
The 
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The Moldavian. 
No Turk ; he not underftand. 
The Baron. (In Greek.) 

Well, let us talk Greek then: Take 
this money, bring me a fheep and bread ; 
that is all I afk of you, 

The Moldavian, (Still feigning not to 
underftand, and making figns to 
expre{s that there is nothing in his 
village, and that they are ftarving.) 

Not bread; poor; he not underftand, 

Baron, 

‘What, have you no bread? 

Moldavian. 

No bread; no. 

Baron 

Ah! wretches, how I pity you; but at 
Ieaft you hall not be beaten; that is fome 
confolation. It is undoubtedly very hard 
to go to bed without any fuipper ; yet you 
are a proof that many honeft men are 
obliged to do fo. (To the guide.) You hear 
what they fay, my dear Ali; if money can 
get nothing here, you will own at leaft 

. that blows would have been fuperfluous : 
thefe 
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thefe poor creatures have nothing, and 
that gricves me more than having nothing 
ourfelves to eat for the prefent. We thall 
have a better appetite to-morrow. 

Ai- Aga. 

For my part, it is impoffible to have 2 
better appetite than I have to day. 

Baron, 

It is your fault; why did you make us 
ftop in a poor village, where there in not 
even bread ? You fhall faft for your punifh- 
ment. ; 

Ali- Aga. 

A poor village, Sir! A poor village ! If 
the darknefs of the night did not prevent 
you from feeing, you would be delighted 
with it. It ts a little burgh that abounds 
in every thing. One may find even cinna- 
mon § here. 

Baran. 

So, I fee that your defite of beating 
is returning upon you. 

§ The Turks are very fond of this fpice, which 
they putin all their difhes, and compare it tothe moft 


exquifite delicacy. s 
Ali- Aga, 
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Ali- Aga. 

No indeed, Sir; it is only my defire of 
fapping, which I certainly cannot get rid 
of; and to fatisfy it, and convince you 
that I am better acquainted with the Mol- 
davians than you are, let me talk with 
him. 

Baron. 

Can you fatisfy your hunger by beating 
him? 

Ab- Aga. 

Yes, I'll anfwer for it; and if in a quar- 
ter of an hour you have not a moft excel- 
lent fupper, you may return me the blows 
I thall give him. 

Baron. 

On this condition I confent, and take 
you at your word; but remember, that if 
you beat him without reafon, I thall lay 
on you mot heartily, 

Ali-Aga, 

As long as you pleafe ; but be as quiet a 
{peftator as I have been during your nego- 
ciation. 

Baren. 
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Baron. 
: That is but fair; I will take your Pe 

Mi- Aga. (Rifes, puts his whip un- 
der his coat, and advancing care- 
Jefsly towards the Greek, pats him 
in a friendly way upon the thoul- 
der.) 

Good day, friend ; how are you? Well 
om--fpeak-——don’t you know Ali-Aga, 
your friend? Come ;—why don’t you 
Speak ? 

The Moldavian. 

He not know. 

Alj-Aga. 

He not know!—Ah! ah! that is afto- 
nifhing. What friend, ferioufly, you don’t 
underftand Turkith ? 

Moldavian. 

No; he not know. 

Ali-Aga. (Knocks down the Primate 
with his fift, and kicks him as he 
is rifing.) 

There, fcoundrel, that is to learn you 
Tarkith. ; 

. Moldavian. 
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Moldavian. (In good ‘Turkith.) 

Why do you beat me? Don’t you know 
that we are poor people, and that our 
Princes hardly leave us the air we breathe 
in? 

Ali- Aga. 

Well, Sir; you fee that Tama good 
language mafter; he already {peaks Turkith 
charmingly. We can now talk together 
at leaft, that is fomething. (Zo the Mol~ 
davian, leaning on his fooulder.) Now that 
you know a little Turkith, tell me how 
you and your wife and children all do.? 

Moldavian. 

As well as people can do, who are often 

in.want of the neceflaries of life. 
Ali-Aga. 

You are facetious, my friend; you only 
want a little more beating ; but all in good 
time; let ms come to the point: I muit 
have immediately two theep, twelve chick- 
ens, twelve pigeons, fifty pounds of bread, 
four oques|{ of butter, fome falt, pepper, 


A Turkith weight, equal to about 42 ounces, 
nutmegs, 
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nutmegs, cinnamon, lemons, wine, fal- 
lad, and goed oil of olives, and plenty of 
each of them. 

The Moldavian. (Crying.) 

I have already told you we were poor 
people who had not even bread, where 
would you have us get cinnamen ? 

Ale Aga. (Pulling out his whip from 
under his coat, and beating the 
Moldavian till he runs away.) 

Ah! rafcally infidel, you have nothing ! 
T thall take the fame method of enriching 
you, that I did to learn you Turkith, 
(The Greek runs away; Ali-Aga returns 
and fits by the fire.) You fee, Sir, that my 
receipt is better than yours. 

Baron. 

To make the dumb {peak, I confefs; 
but not to get a fupper; and I believe I 
fhall have fome blows to give you, in your 
turn, for your method does not procure 
provifions any more than mine. 

Ali- Aga. 

Provifions ! Oh ! we thall be in no want 

of them : and if in a quarter of an hour, 


all 
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all Ihave ordered be not here, take my 
whip and return me all the blows I have 
given him, 

In faét, the quarter of an hour was not 
expired before the Primate, affifted by 
three of his countrymen, brought us all 
the provifions, without forgetting the cin- 
namon, 

After this exainple, it was impoflible to 
deny the efficacy of Ali's receipt; and it 
was fafficient to cure mie of my obftinate 
humanity. In fa&, unaccountable as it 
appeared, I was evidently wrong, and I 
was compelled, though reluétantly, to 
leave to my guide the care of fupplying 
me with provifions in future, without dif 
puting with him about the means. 

The countty through which we were 
pafling, engaged all my attention. New 
and pidturefque fcenes, as interefting from 
the luxuriant cultivation, as from the great 
variety of objects, prefented themfelves at 
every ftep ; and I fhould compare Moldavia 
with Burgundy, if the Greek principality 

Vou. E x could 
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could enjoy the ineftimable advantages re- 
fulting from a moderate government. 
Thefe people, who by the faith of trea- 
ties have heen long governed by their own 
Princes, fhould to this day be no other+ 
wife acquainted with defpotifm, than by 
the change of thejr fovereigns at the will 
of the Ottoman Porte. Moldavia and Wal: 
lachia were only fubject originally to a very 
{mall tribute, and then enjoyed a thadow 
of liberty. They prefented in the perfons 
of their princes, if not men of merit, at 
leaft illuftrious names, refpected by the 
conqueror, and the Greeks were ftill flat- 
tered to behold in thefe princes, the image 
of their former mafters ; but every thing 
was foon confounded; the conquered 
Greeks found themfelves no better than 
flaves, and no longer admitted any diftinc- 
tions amongft them; their mutual con- 
tempt increafed their abafement, and ig 
this ftate of things, the Grand Signior 
himfelf, no longer made any diftinGion in 
this defpicable herd. The merchant was 
raifed to the principality—every advenmu- 


rer 
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rer thought himfelf intitled to that rank ; 
and thefe unhappy provinces, frequently 
offered to the beft bidder, foon groaned 
under the yoke of the moft cruel op- 
preffion. : 

An annual tax, become immoderate, 
from the praétice of felling the Principa- 
lity to the higheft bidder, enormous fums 
borrowed by the tributary, in order to pur 
chafe the enfeoffment, intereft at twenty- 
five per cent. fums of money daily employ- 
ed by others, to fruftrate the intrigues of 
the pretenders, the luxury of thefe upftart 
-Princes, and the eager rapacioufnefs of 
thefe ephemeral beings, are the caufes 
which concur to lay wafte the two fineft 
provinces of the Ottoman empire. If it 
be confidered, that Moldavia and Walla- 
chia are more burthened with taxes, and 
more cruelly oppreffed, than they were in 
their moft flourithing ftate, it will be eafy 
to form a juft idea of theadeplorable fate of 
thofe countries; as if the Defpot, folely 
bent on deftruétion, thought himfelf ene 
titled to increafe his exaftions in propor- 

X2 tion 
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tion to the diminution of his people, and 
the lofs of the fertility of their lands. I 
was myfelf witnefs, in paffing through 
Moldavia, to the levying of the elventh 
poll-tax in that year, though we were then 
only in the month of Oétober. 

We now approached Yaffi, to which 
place my guide had difpatched a meffen- 
gery to announce my arrival. I had taken 
the fame opportunity of fending compli- 
ments to the reigning Prince, who was fon 
to the old Drogman of the Porte, of whom 
I have already {poken. I had reafon to 
think our former acquaintance might be of 
ufe to me in Moldavia; but I did not fore- 
fee that I fhould have a proof of his eager- 
nefs to receive me, even before my arrival 
in his capital. At a league's diftance, how- 
ever, from that town, as we were ftrug- 
gling in the dark, againft the difficulties 
of a narrow fteep road, on a clay foil, 1 was 
informedof the agrival of one of the Prince's 
carriages which was fent to meet me. In 
faQt, it arrived juft in time to block up the 
paflage ; and to complete my impatience, 

5 \ a fecre« 
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afecretary, who was fent to compliment 
me, feeks me out in the dark, and acquits 
himéelf fo tedioufly of his commiffion, that 
I fhould have been there till now, had I 
not confented to be removed into his ill- 
contrived calafh, of which he wanted me 
to admire the magnificence, in {pite of the 
darknefs of the night. “Ah! my dear 
Ali,” cried I, ‘* how excellent your re- 
ceipt is!" For I faw, in fatt, that Ali- 
Aga, ever convinced of its efficacy, was at 
that moment applying it with as much fuc- 
cefs as attivity, to make them turn the 
carriage in which I had taken my feat. I 
tried to make the beft of my prefent fitua- 
tion, by queftioning the fecretary on fuch 
objeéts as had excited my curiofity, with- 
out endangering either his policy or his dift 
cretion; but in vain:—~all I could get 
from him were freth affurances of his for- 
row that the darknefs hindered me from 
fecing the gilding of our car, and deprived 
me of the {plendor of the triumphal entry 
they had prepared for me. 

X3 We 
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+ We perotived, however, that: ete 
“entering the: town ‘by “theans: oF afew 
feattetedl: lights, : and the foie: of phuks, - 
op whieh I fund the carriage rolling, made 
the indjuire of the ‘fecretary the meaning 
OF it, He itiformed:me- that thefe pieces 
of wosd, laid near‘each other acrofs the 
‘fireets, forved to- bear ‘up the carriage, on 
‘sccousit of the ‘miry foil orl which Yafltwas 
built.” “He added, that a fire had" juft re- 
duced the greateft™ part of the town to 
abhee ¢, that they were then bufily employ- 
ed in re-building it, but that ‘the houtts 

would be built in amore’ ‘modern taftei— 

He was going to enter info particulars, of 
the plins, when oug cactlage: turning’ too 
Short, and’ rdaninig: agatnit the ‘corner’ of 
the gateway. introduced Ws into. the. Cons 
Yont of. the Miffionarite, where’ I was to. 
Todgrs, well pleafed at once to ggt rikof 2 
very joubling ares. supra ilar: 
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direGion of the Society de propaganda fide, 
had prepared ws convenient enough lodg- 
ings. Before I went to bed, I received a 
frefh compliment from the Prince on my 
fafe arrival, ahd on awakening had a vifit 
from the Governor. He was mounted on a 
horfe richly caparifoned; a croud of fer- 
vants, dreffed like T'choadars, accompanied 
this Greek, whom I had known at Conftan- 
tinoplein a very inferior fituation. He feem. 
ed to be particularly defirous of exciting 
my admiration of the Oniental {plendor 
with which he was now furrounded, and 
Twas, for my part, no lefs entertained at 
feeing him puffed up with the moft ridi- 
culous pride. Ali-Aga, however, difcon- 
eerted every thing by his prefence. We 
have already feen that this Turk treated the 
Moldevians in the country with a great 
deal of levity, but I imagined he would 
Jofe fomething of his importance and pre- 
rogatives at Yafli; but in this I was again 
miftaken, for he foon made his appear- 
ance in a handfome drefs, with a grave 
carriage, and a tone of dignity. He play- 

X4 off, 
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off, in thort, the courtier, who feeling 
that he might one day be Vifir, and give 
Princes to Moldavia, already looked upon 
himfelf as their fuperior; with this idea 
he began with treating the Governor very 
indifferently, for the neglect of the Grand 
Equerry, who had not yet fent him the 
‘retinue which was to conduct him to the 
Prince’s audience. The Governor in vain 
exculpated himfelf :-—« You are all alike,” 
replied Ali-Aga, ‘ but I will put matters 
in order.” Fortunately the fo much with- 
ed for retinue arrived, which confifted in a 
horfe neatly caparifoned, and four Tchoa- 
dars to accompany—Whom? The Tchoa- 
dar of the Pacha of Kotchim, who was 
him(felf only a Pacha of the fecond order. 
But there are no gradations between a Tusk 
and a Greek ; the former is every thing, 
and the latter—nothing, 

It was on this unqueftionable principle 
that Ali-Aga mounted his horfe with a fu- 
periar majefty, and that every body he met 
topped to'make him a profound rever- 
ence, which. refpectful homage he very 

r gravely 
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gravely returned by a flight nod of the 
head, and by a gracious fmile. His vifit 
to the Prince produced him foie prefents, 
andevery ftep he took in Yaffi contributed 
equally to his perfonal intereft and dignity. 
Whilft my conduétor was thus mixing the 
wtile dulci, 1 was contriving means to' find 
afubftitute for him, that I might continue 
my journey. The Prince could only un- 
dertake to fupply me to the Tartar fron- 
tiers ; I wrote therefore to the Sultan Se- 
tafker of Bafs- Arabia, requefting him to fend 
to meet me on the confines of Moldavia, 

My plan being thus laid, I got into one 
of the Prince’s carriages, in which, fur- 
rounded by a’ great many more equerries 
and footmen than I withed for, I ‘was con- 
duéted to the palace. I was anxious to get 
in, to avoid the tedioufnefs of the Turkith 
ceremonies, which the Greek pride had 
‘prepared for my reception. 

I found the Prince alone with his bro- 
ther, in an apartment, more remarkable 
for two enormous arm chairs, covered with 
fearlet, than for its richnefs. -I foon guefled 

all 
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afl their importance, but I conftantly re- 
fufed to take a feat on one of them, The 
Prince himfelf then took another feat, and 
our former intimacy, which furnithed mat- 
ter for the beginning of our converfation, 
induced him to intruft me with the hiftory 
of his prefent embarraffing fituation. 1 
eafily perceived that the intriguing fana- 
ticifm of his brother, made it extremely 
cruel, and expofed him to very great 
tifques in future. We terminated this 
conference by concerting all the neceflary 
arrangements for my departure, after 
which I was obliged to fuffer all the 
Turkith cerempnies. The moft impor- 
tant, and which conveys the ftrongeft 
mark of regard, is prefenting the ther- 
bet, which is always followed by {prink- 
ling you with rofe water, and perfume of 
aloes. This therbet, fo often {poken of in 
Europe, and fo little known there, is com- 
pofed of cakes of preferved fruits, diffolv- 
ed in water, and fo ftrongly tinGured with 
mautk, that one can fearcely tafte the li- 
quae; the fame jar, therefore, once filled, 


is 


BARON DE TOTT. 3h5 


is fufficient for all the vifits of the week. 
T took it cautioufly, as ¥ did the fweetmeats 
given with the coffee, and of which they. 
never change the fpoon. All this ceremo- 
nial, however, which was repeated for my 
fervant in the anti-chamber, met with a 
different, and not quite fo osconomical a 
reception from him: his appetite refufed 
nothing ; he eat all forts of preferved gin- 
ger that were offered him; he {wallowed, 
at one draught, the whole jar of therbet; 
and the courtiers were viewing him with 
amazement, when I came out of the 
Prince’s apartment. 

On my return to the Convent of the 
Cordeliers, { found feveral Greeks of my 
acquaintance waiting for me, fome of 
whom I kept to dinner, and they after- 
wards accompanied me in the vifits I had 
to return.” 

‘The town of Yaffi, ftuated on a miry 
foil, is farrounded by hills, on the fides of 
which are the moft rural fpots, where de- 
lightful country houfes might be built; 
but where nothing is at prefent to be {een 

. but 


316 MEMOIRS OF THE 


but a few flocks; and excepting the houfes 
of the boyards, and thofe occupied by the 
Greeks, who come from Conftantinople in 
the Prince's fuite, to partake with him of 
the plunder of Moldavia, alt the other 
dwelling houfes of the se befpeak the 
greateft mifery. 

The boyards * reprefent, with a great 
deal of ftatelinefs, the grandees of the coun- 
try; but they are, in fa&t, no more than 
tolerably rich Jandholders, and very cruel 
oppreffors. It is rarely that they live on 
good terms with their Prince, and their 
intrigues are generally pointed againit 
him ; Conftantinople is the centre of their 
manoeuvres. It is there that both parties 
carry their complaints, and their money, 
and the Sultan Serofkier, of Bafs-Arabia, 
affords a conftant refuge to fuch boyards as 
the Porte is difpofed to facrifice to its 
tranquility. The fafe guard of the Tartar 


* So the great landholders are called; they are a fort 
of nobility without any other pretenfions than their 
wealth ; but every thing is in febjeftion to richer, 
apd the beft effablithed regulators with difficulty 
withftand them. =“ 

Prince 
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Prince enfures the impunity of the boy- 
ard; his protection, not frequently, pro- 
cures even his re-eftablifhment, but that 
prote@tion mutt be paid for. 

Thefe different outgoings, for which 
the boyards reimburfe themfelves by partial 
perfecutions, joined to the taxes impofed 
by the Prince to complete his annual tri- 
bute, and the other articles of expence I 
have already mentioned, opprefs Moldavia 
to fuch a degree, that the richnefs of the 
foil is fcarely adequate to the purpofe. It 
is alfo very certain that this, as well as 
the neighbouring province of Wallachia, in 
fubmitting to Mahomet II. with the claufe 
of being refpectively governed by Greek 
Princes, and of being fubjeét only to a mo-~ 
‘derate impoft, have not made fo good a 
bargain as the framers of the treaty ima- 
gined; undoubtedly, they did not forefee 
that the vanity of the Greeks would expofe 
thefe provinces to be put up to the beft 
bidder: they muft have fhut their eyes, 
too, againft the claufe referved to the 
Grand Signior of removing them at plea- 

fore, 
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fore. A terrible bargain this, between a 
greedy defpot, and thef haughty flaves, 
whom he can exalt to a Principality when 
he thinks proper, and {trip them of it by a 
nod! It is evident that this power of re- 
moval could not fail of carrying the annual 
tribute of thefe provinces, by a rapid pro- 
greffion to an exceflive height, and that 
ageneral fyftem of depredation muft be 
the neceflary confequence ; and accord- 
ingly, the whole art of thefe fubordinate 
governments confift in embracing, and em- 
ploying every poffible means of accelerat- 
ing this horrid {cene of plunder. 

Moldavia and Wallachia were an ancient 
Roman colony. A corrupted Latin is 
{poken there to this day, and this language 
is called Roumi¢, the Roman tongue. Thefe 
provinces, wretched enough under the 
lofty yoke of the Romans, groan at pre- 
fent under the weight of a more cruel, and 
more humiliating oppreflion—they are 
pillaged by a fet of fubalterns, vetted with 
4 momentary and precarious authority. 
i Every 
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Every thing being ready for continuing 
my journey, I quitted Ali-Aga, after re- 
warding him for his good offices, and left 
Yaffi, attended by two Janiffaries of the 
Prince’s guard, and a Greek, who was 
to be my conductor. This triumvirate, 
wherever we came, purfued the great prine 
ciples fo happily adapted to the Molda- 
vian manners, and which Ali-Aga had 
taught me; but a ftriking inftance of vio- 
dence and robbery exhibited by the Turks, 
deferves to be recorded. We were paling 
through a pretty enough valley, with hills 
on each fide, where fome fheep were feed- 
ing under the care of feveral thepherds : 
happening to afk one of the Janiffaries 
fome queftions refpeCting the quality of 
the wool in that ‘country; “* You fhall 
judge of that very foon,” fays he; he then 
fpurs his horfe up towards the flock, dif- 
perfes it, wheels about in the midft of it, 
fixes on the largeft theep, rides after, and 
comes up with it in a gallop; ftoops down, 
feizes it by the Alecce, lifts it with one 
hand, places it before him on the faddle, 

recos 
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recovering his feat himfelf, and comes up 
to me full fpeed. I made feveral fruitlefa 
efforts to make him reftore the animal to 
the owner, or to pay him the value of it. 
They laughed at my delicacy; the Turk 
kept the prize, on which he and his com- 

rades regaled themfelves in the evening. 
This part of Moldavia appeared to me as 
beautiful as the country we had pafied 
through to arrive at Yaffi; but it became 
more mountainous as we approached Kiche- 
now. We defcended, at length, through de- 
files, which becoming longer, and opening 
out more as we advanced, we difcovered 
from their bottom thecountry of Bafs Arabia. 
We had {carce entered it before we faw the 
declivities to right and left covered with 
dromedaries +. The Greek I had with me 
obferved, 


+ This animal, which has two large lumps on his 
back, is much larger than the camel, who has only 
one; but it feems that naturalifts are not generally 
agreed on the fabje& of the names which ought to 
diftingwifh thefe two fpecies of animals. As the 
Arabs, however, who have only the camel with one 
Jamp, call him dévé, or Pattruche dévé couchow, the 

. bird, 
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obferved, that thefe animals, which belong 
to the Tartars, by thus encroaching on a 
foreign teyritory, frequently give rife to 
difputes, which.never terminate until the 
pafturage in litigation is eaten up. We 
foon faw a greater number of thefe herds, 
and I remarked amongft them fome white 
dromedaries. 

We had fcarcely paffed the frontier be- 
fore we perceived a troop of horfemen 
coming towards us, It was the interpre- 
ter of the Sultan Serafker, fent by that 
Prince to meet me, with ten feimens of 
his guard. My meffenger whom I had 
difpatched from Yaffi, was likewife with 
them. He delivered me the Sultan’s an- 
fwer, and the interpreter added the com- 
pliment he was‘ordéred perfonally to make 
me; after which four horfemen arrang- 
ing themfelves as a van guard, we conti- 
nued our journey through a flat country, 


lied, ot ofttich camel. It feems proper to difti 
by the name dromedary, fuch animals of theifiame 
genus, a2 have two bh 
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entirely open, and on a hard foil, where 
the print of the road was f{carcely vifible. 

My new conduétor was a renegado Jew, 
born in Poland; he fpoke German, and 
was fo loquacious, that I had no occafion 
to atk him any queftions, to get at the bot- 
tom of his whole hiftory. He informed 
mie, alfo, that the Noguais were difcon- 
tented with the Kam, who had been fo 
‘weak as to transfer to the Grand Signior the 
duty of Ichetirach *, in the two provinces 
of Yedefan and Dgamboylouk, through 
which I muft pafs in my way to Orcapi; 
but our converfation was frequently inter- 
rupted by a circumftance not deferving of 
mention, had it not ferved to give the fu- 
perftitious Tartars a favourable opinion of 
me, : 

On my arrival on the ‘frontier, where I 
was met by my efcort, a ftork, a bird 
which feeds on ferpents, and builds on 
houfes, and is held in veneration by the 
eaftern nations, as 2 fort of howthold God, 

* Thave already faid thatahis duty was paid in 
ys at a very unfair pfipe for the bufbandmen. 

feemed 
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feemed alfo to come on- purpofe to meet 
me ; it flies paft fwiftly to the left, very 
near my carriage; flies round it, repaffes 
on the right, purfues its flight by the high- 
way, and fits down at twelve hundred feet 
diftance before the horfemen, who preceded 
me ; rifes when they come near, refumes 
its flight towards my carriage, again makes 
the circuit, goes and takes its advanced poft 
as before, and repeats this manceuvre until 
our arrival at Kichela +. 

‘This town, the refidence of the Sultan 
who commands at Bafs Arabia, is confi- 
dered as the capital of that province. The 
Prince who filled this {tation was the eldeft 
fon of the reigning Sultan, and had the 
title of Serafker}, (Generaliffimo). A 
Mirza § on my arrival came to compli- 

++ Kichela means winter quarter. 

} Serafker, a Turkith word compofed of sez,’ 
which in Perfian means Head, and of asxzr, Sal- 
ders; it is a military rank which admits of no fupe- 
rior; it can only be compared with Generaliffimo, 
and that title is nfually given to thefe who command. 
on, the frontier, or who are detached with a confider- 
able body of troops: » 

§ Mirza, thesitle of all the nobles, ‘The reader 
will find in the courfe of thefe Memoirs, the difirent 
claffes of the Tartar nobility, 

Ya ment 
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ment mie on hig part, and to condutt me 
to the lodgings prepared for me. I went 
immediately with this gentleman to wait 
upon the Suftan{. He was a young 
Prince, of eighteen or twenty years old» 
of a good fize, well made, with a counte- 
nance more noble than agreeable, and 
whofe modeft demeanour occafioned a lit- 
tle embarrafiment, which I took care to 
remove; and I difcovered that this Prince, 
as well as the Mirzas who compofed this 
pretended barbarous Court, were poflefled 
of infinitely more foftnefs and amenity, 
than are found very frequently amongft 

thofe who are called polithed nations. 
Excepting the dreffes of the Sultan, and 
the Mirzas, which, without being rich, are 
diftinguifhed by a fort of luxury and ele- 
“gance; the furniture amongft the Tartars 
is cdnfined to what is ftritly neceflary. 
‘The luxury of window glafs is no where 
‘to be Yeen but-in the Prince’s apartments ¢ 
‘Paper Fiatties ive thie only windows made 
eee 
' bod. : 
ute 
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ufe of in other houfes during the winter, 
which they remove in fummer to breathe 
more freely, and to enjay, without ob- 
ftru@ion, the diftant profpe& of the Black 
Sea. The Sultan entertained me at fup- 
per; and notwithftanding I had a very 
great appetite, it did not efcape me that 
the excellent fith of the Niefter deferved 
better cooks than are to be found amongft 
the Tartars. Hawking, and grey-hound 
courfing, feemed to me to be their only 
amufement; and the Sultan made thefe 
parties very frequently with a numerous 
retinue of Mirzas. They fet out on thefe 
hunting parties, which laft {everal days, 
with arms and baggage; the camp is 
formed every evening; a-body of troops 
always makes part’of the Seratker’s re- 
tinue, and fometimes thefe parties of plea- 
fure are only a pretext for more ferious 
expeditions, 

The night was paffed in repairing a lit- 
tle carriage I had boughtmat Yaffi, and - 
which I had converted into a dormeufe, (or 
carriage for fleeping in ;) eS 

Y3 


326 MEMOIRS OF THE 


the baggage which had been faftened to 
my carriage all the way from Moldavia; 
‘and the Sultan’s orders being forwarded, I 
fet off the next day from Kichela with a 
Mirza, who had orders to conduct me to 
Battcheferay §, efcorted by forty horfemen 
armed with bows and arrows, and with 
fabres. Accuftomed to the want of order, 
difcipline, and military knowledge which 
reigns amongft the Turkith troops, I had 
no reafon to fuppofe the Tartars were any 
better. After pafling the Niefter, how- 
ever, which feperates Bafs Arabia from 
Yedefan, where there was fuppofed to be 
a fort of infurrection amongft the herds, the 
officer who commanded the detachment 


§ BaGtcheferay is the refidence of the Kam of the 
Tartars, This town, at prefent confidered as the ca- 
pital of the Crimea, was formerly nothing but a coun- 
try houfe, called the Palace of the Gardens, The fo- 
vereigns by living there have drawn together a num- 
ber of inhabitants; and this town full keeping the 
fame name, has fucceffively ufurped the pre-eminence 
over the ancient town of Crimea, which is now no 
yore than a paltry village, where the tombs alone 
teftify its ancient importance, 

: difpofed 
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difpofed the order of march like an en- 
lightened foldier: a van guard of twelve 
horfemen preceded my carriage at two hun- 
dred paces diftance, which the officer took 
under his particular protection, with eight 
men, four of whom were placed on each 
fide ; two waggons followed after, eight 
other horfemen clofed the march, and two 
little platoons, of fix men each, at more 
than fix hundred paces diftance, kept a 
look out to the right and left. 

The plains we crofled were fo level 
and open, that the horizon appeared only 
a hundred paces from us on every fide. No 
rifing ground, not even the fmalleft fhrub 
to make a variety in this piture; and we 
perceived nothing during the whole jour- 
ney, but a few Noguais on horfeback, 
whofe heads were difcovered by the pierc- 
ing eyesof my Tartars, when the convex- 
ity of the earth ftill hid the remainder of 
their bodies. Each of thefe Noguais was 
riding alone on horfeback, and thofé who 
were queftioned by our patroles, made us 
eafy on the fubjeét of the pretended trou- 

Yu bles 
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bles we had been told of. 1 was curious to 
know, what could be the object of thefe 
men, and was informed, thefe people 
thought to be Nomades, becaufe they live 
in a fort of tents, were fettled in tribes, 
in vallies of fifty or fixty fect deep, which 
interfe& the plain from north to fouth, 
and are more than thirty leagues in length, 
by half a quarter of a league in breadth, 
the middle of which are occupied by fome 
muddy rivulets, and terminate towards the 
fouth by {mall lakes that communicate 
with the Black Sea}. ‘The tents of the 
Noguais are on the banks of thefe rivulets, 


} Netwithftanding the barren appearance of the 
whole Tartar country, and facility with which they 
may compare their foil with that of the Moldavians, 
and Poles, to enable them to form a judgment of the 
advantages poffeffed Ly the latter, habit has fuch an 
empire over us, and the wants of men are relatively fo 
conneéted with this habit, that is gets the better of 
every fenfation, The Noguais have an idea that it is 
impoflible to crofs their plains without envying them 
their poffefion, ‘ You have travelled a great deal,” 
aid one of the Tartars to me, with whom I was 
pretty intimate, « Did you ever fee fo rich a country 
as ours?” It is evident that this epithet, once efta- 
soled, admitted of no contradiGion, 

. as 
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“as well as the hovels to thelter the nume- 
rous flocks of this paftoral people during 
the winter. Every proprietor has his par- 
ticular mark, which is made with a hot 
iron on the thigh of the horfes, oxen, and 
dromedaries ; the fheep, marked with co- 
Jour on the fleece, are kept in fight, and 
ftray very little from the habitations ; but 
all the other kinds, colle&ted in particular 
herds, are driven in the {pring to the plains, 
where the proprietor abandons them till 
winter. At the approach of that feafon 
he goes in fearch of them, to bring them 
back. under his hovels. This was the em- 
ployment of the Noguais we met with ; 
but it is very remarkable, that a fingle 
Tartar thus employed in an extent of plain 
which is never lefs than from ten to 
twelve leagues wide, by more than thirty 
Icagues in length, from one valley'to the 
other, is ignorant even on what fide to 
bend his fteps, nor does he refle& about 
it. He puts thirty days provifions, con- 
fifting of millet flour roafted, in a little 
sbag ; fix pounds of flour are enough for 

his 
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his confumption. His provifion made, 
he mounts his horfe, never ftops till fun 
fet, puts fhackles on his horfe, leaves him 
to graze, fups on his flour, goes to fleep, 
and awakening in the morning, continues 
his journey. In his way, however, he 
obferves the mark of the herds he meets 
with, retains them in his memory, com- 
tounicates his difcoveries to the different 
Noguais employed in the fame bufinefs, 
tells them what he is looking after, and 
in return receives fach ufeful informations 
as terminate his expedition. It is un- 
doubtedly to be feared, that fo patient a 
people, endowed with fuch qualities, may 
one day furnith a very formidable military 
force. 

Our firft day’s journey was to the near- 
eft valley, which was only at ten leagues 
diftance. The fun, however, was on the 
decline,.and I faw nothing before me but 
a melancholy horizon, when on a fudden 
I felt my carriage on the defcent, and I 
perceived the row of Obas +, which ex- 

+ Ohad ; ‘the tents of the Noguais, 
tended 
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tended along the valley, to right and left, 
as far as the eye could reach. We crofled 
the rivulet on a little bridge, near which 
1 found three of thefe Obas out of the line, 
and one of them, entirely new, defigned for 
me. My catriages were placed behind it; the 
detachment ftaid near me. My firft care 
‘was to examine the whole of the pictures 
of which my retinue formed a detached 
groupe. Above all, I remarked that foli- 
tude in which were we left, and which 
aftonithed me the more, as I thought mytfelf 
an objeét fufficiently curious to merit’fome 
attention, The Mirza had quitted me on 
our arrival, to look after provifions, and 
Temployed myfelf, in the mean time, in 
examining the flru@ure of my Tartar 
houfe. It was like a large poultry bafket, 
built in lattice work, and formed in a cir- 
cular inclofure, over which was a dothe, 
open at the top; a felt of camel’s hair co- 
vered the whole on the outfide, and the 
hole at the top, intended occafionally as a 
vent-hole for the fmoke. lobferved, alfo, 
that the Obas inhabited by the Tartars, and 

in 
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in which they made fires, had each of 
them a fimilar piece of felt, tied in the 
thape of a flag, in the oppofite direétion 
from the wind, and fupported by a long 
ftick from the infide of the Obas. The 
fame ftick was made ufe of to let down 
this fort of fan, when on extinguithing 
the fire, the aperture was become ufelefs 
or inconvenient. 

I particularly admired the folidity, uni- 
ted with the delicacy of the lattice work ; 
pieces of raw leather are ufed for faftening 
them together ; and I underftood that my 
Obas, defigned for a new married woman, 
made part of her dowry. 

We had very great appetites, and with 
tnuch fatisfa€tion faw the Mirza return 
with two fheep, and a kettle he had pro- 
cured. The kettle was fufpended to 
three fticks, feparated at the bottom, and 
joined at the top. ‘The kitchen thus ar~ 
ranged, the Mirza, the officer, and. fome 
Tartars, proceeded to kill and cut up the 
fheep, with which they filled the pot, 
whilft others. were preparing {pits to roait 

“what 
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what it could not contain. I had taken care 
to makea provifion of bread at Kichela. This 
is a luxury with which the goers are 
unacquainted, and their avatice hinders 
them from making a habitual ufe of fleth 
meat, which however they are very fond 
of. I wascurious to know what ‘way they 
cooked, and to tafte their vidtuals, as well 
as the good cheer which was preparing for 
me. The Mirza, to whom I communica- 
ted my whim, fmiled at it, and difpatched 
a Tartar, with orders to collect every thing 
which could fatisfy my curiofity. Hé foon 
returned with a jar full of mare’s milk, a 
little bag of flour of millet roafted, fome 
fall white balls of the fize of an epg, and 
as hard as chalk, an iron pot, and a young 
Noguais, tolerably well clad, and the beft 
cook of the hord. I paid all poffible atten- 
tion to his’manner of proceeding :—He fills 
his pot three quarters fall of water, about 
four quarts, to which he adds ‘about fix 
ounces of the roafted millet flour ; he pla- 
ces his jar near the fire, pulls out a flat 
knife, wipes it on his fleeve, flrs .the 

contents 
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contents about in a circular direétion, al« 
ways the fame way, until the firft fimmer- 
ing of the liquor; he then afks for one of 
the white balis, which was cheefe, made 
of mare’s milk, faturated with falt, and 
dried; breaks it in {mall pieces, throws 
it into his ragout, contriving to ftir it 
round in the fame direétion ; the contents 
begin to thicken, and he ftills keeps ftir- 
ring, but with difficulty at laft, until the 
whole was of the confiftence of bread with- 
out yeaft ; he then draws out his flat knife, 
empties the kettle on his hand, and pre~ 
fents me with a cylinder of puff-pafte in a 
fpiral form. I was anxious to tafteit, and 
was really better pleafed with the mefs 
than I expeéted. I tafted alfo the mare’s 
milk, which perhaps I fhould likewife 
have found good, but for a fort of prepof- 
{effion I could not overcome. 

Whilft I was employed with fo much 
luxury about my fupper, a more intereft- 
ing {cene was preparing for me. 

I have already faid, that on my gprival, 
the Noguais setired each of them to his 
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hut, fhewing no curiofity to fee me, and 
Thad already made a facrifice of my vanity 
on that head, wheh I perceived a confide- 
rable troop of them advancing towards us ; 
the tranguility, the flownefs even with 
which they approached, could give us no 
uneafinefs. We could not, however, con- 
ceive the motives which brought thefe No- 
guais on our fide, until we faw them ftop 
at the diftance of four hundred paces, and 
one of them advancing alone till he came 
near the Mirza who conducted me, com- 
municated to him the defire the chiefs of 
his nation had to fee us; adding, that un- 
willing, in the fmalleft degree, to difturb 
our reft, he was deputed to inquire if their 
curiofity would not difpleafe me; and in 
cafe it fhould not, which would be the 
place where his companions would the leaft 
incommode me? I anfwered the ambafla- 
dor myfelf, and affured him that they were 
all at liberty to mix with us ; that amongft 
friends there was no diftintion of place, 
much lefs any particular line of feparation, 
The Nogusis infifted on the orders he had 


ia 
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in that refpe&, and the Mirza rofe up ta 
point ont to him ‘the fpot to which the 
{peftatoys might advance, which was foon 
occupied by this curious troop. I ap- 
proached alfo, to take a nearer view of 
them, and to have the pleafure of making 
acquaintance with thefe gentlemen. They 
all rofe upon my coming within reach, 
and the molt remarkable amongit them, to 
whom I addreffed myfelf, faluted me, by 
taking off his cap, and making an inclina- 
tion of his body. Iobferved that the de- 
puty had ufed the fame ceremonial to the 
Mirza, which furprized me the more, .as 
the Turks never uncover their heads, 
but to be more at their eafe, aud that 
only whea they are alone, or amongft 
very familiar friends. It is for this reafon 
alfo, that the European Ambafladors, and 
their retinue, go to the Grand Signior’s 
audience with their hats on, and it wopld 
be a bwedsh of decorum to prefent onefelf 
otherwife before a Turk ; but J thall have 
Some more important remarks to muke.op 
fhe zefemblance between our caftosgp antl 
thd of the Tartare. we 
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If 1 Gerived little information fromi iny 
Nogudis, it was undoubtedly becaufe I he= 
gietted to af fach queftidns as might have 
enlightened me. The natutal fondnefs we 
have for novelty, however, rendered the 
clofe of this day tolerably agreeable. I did 
vety well too with my fupper; but the 
Tartat cookery owed its fuccefs amongft 
my attendants only to their good appetite, 
which gave a relifh to every thing. They 
had no idea that one could fometimes take 
a pleafure in indifferent entertainment. « It 
‘was apparently on my account only that 
they complained; but I have fince been 
perfeétly well convinced, that the fole in- 
tereft they took in’ my perfonal comfoit, 
‘was only to give them the right of lament- 
ing freely their own privations; by parta> 
king of their wants, I difcovered the me- 
thed of endering my fervants lefs troubles 
Totne; ahd I give this as the beft poffible 
seceipt to all travellers. 

However interefting thee Noguais wets, 
defirous of fhortening my ftzy amongft 
then, and of going the next day éo the fet 

Vor, I. ZB -* cond 
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cond valley, I fet out early in the morn- 
ing, and we faw the fun appear on the ho- 
rizon of thefe plains as mariners obferve 
him on the ocean. We difcovered nothing 
this morning but fome little hillocks, like 
thofe one fees in many parts of Flanders *, 
and particularly in Brabant, where thecom- 
mon opinion is, that they have been formed 
by the hands of men, and by the combina- 
tion of fhovels fall of earth, brought by 
each foldier in ancient times, to throw on 
his General’s corpfe, by way of maufo- 
leum. A great number of thefe hillocks, 
are likewife to be feen in Thrace, where, 
as well as in Tartary, in Brabant, and in 
every place where they are to be found, 
they are never fingle. But the quan- 
tity of thefe peculiar accumulations, dif- 
pofed, as they generally are, at almoft 
equal diftances, and always with a con- 
formity of ‘pofition which feems to be- 
{peak Yefign, more than the fimple effect 
of hazard, led me to trace out, from the 

* They are to be found in various parts of Eng- 
Jand; near Stevenage, in Hertfordthire, &c. and are 


know likewife by the name of Butts. 
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cuftoms now in ufe, the origin of thefe 
pretended maufoleums. It appears to me, 
that their origin may be difcovered in the 
cuftom prevailing at this day amongft the 
‘Turks, when they goto war, of marking 
by hillocks of earth, placed in fight of one 
another, the route to be followed by their 
army. Thefe elevations, it is true, are 
not fo high as thofe I have juft been fpeak~ 
ing of, and which have refifted the opera- 
tion of ages on the furface of the earth — 
But may it not be added to my obferva- 
tion, that even if the hillocks of the an- 
cients had no other obje&t than to mark: 
out the march of their armies, in order to 
infure their communication, the fpirit of 
conqueft, which made them penetrate into 
unknown countries, would naturally in- 
duce them to preferve thefe points of in- 
formation. from too eafy a deftruétion.— 
With refpeé to the bones which have been 
found under fome of thefe hillocks, they 
only prove, that they were aifo made ufe 
of as burial-places for their generals and 
foldiers, who died on the march. But the 
geeateft part of the butts which have been 
Z2 under- 
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undermined in Flanders, prove that a 
thefe heaps were not places of fepulture ; 
and if we recur to the idea of confidering 
them as marks, this hypothefis will give 
the further explanation of the works {po- 
| of by»sKenophen, in his Retreat of the 
fi Thoufand. An unknown foil muft 
ery inftant have prefented obftacles to 
the Greeks, more difficult to furmount, 
and {nares mote formidable, than the na- 
tions themfelves who were to be intimida- 
ted or repelled. 

Qn my journey I faw no appearance of 
agriculture ; becaufe if the Noguais fowed 
their corn in frequented places, neat the 
high-roads, their corn would only ferve 
for pafturage for travellers horfes. But if 
thefe precautions preferve the Tartars fram 
this fpecies of depredation, nothing can 
fave their fields from a more fatal calami- 
ty. Clouds of locufts, that frequently 
fhower down on the plains of the Noguais, 
choofe in preference the fields of millet, 
and deftroy them in an inflant. The bo 
rizon is darkened by their approach, and 

the 
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the cloud produced by the prodigious mul- 
titude of thefe animals, ob{cures the fun. 
If the Noguais hufbandmen happen to be 
fufficiently numerous, they fometimes fuc~ 
ceed by their geftures, and their cries, in 
averting the ftorm; if not, the locufts 
alight on their fields, and form a bed of 
fix or feven inches thicknefs. To the noife 
of their flight, fucceeds that of their de- 
vouring labour, which refembles the clat- 
tering of hail, and the confequences are 
more deftructive. Fire itfelf is not, more 
active ; and not a trace of vegetation is to 
be difcovered when the cloud has refumed 
its flight, to produce freth difafters in other 
places. 

This calamity would extend itfelf, no 
doubt, to countries where the culture is 
more abundant, and Greece, and Afia 
Minor, would be more frequently expo~ 
fed to it, did not the Black Sea {wallow 
up the greateft part of thefe clouds of 
locufts when they attempt to pafs that 
barrier, 

Thave often feen the fhores of the Pon- 
tus Euxine, towards the ‘Thracian Bofpho- 
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rus, covered with their dried carcaffes, and 
in fuch numbers, that it was impoffible to 
walk on the fhore without finking half-leg 
deep into this bed of their fkinned fkele- 
tons. Curious to know the real caufe of 
their deftruétion, I have fought for oppor- 
tunities to obferve the moment of it, ‘and 
T have been witnefs to their total deftruc- 
tion by a ftorm, which furprized them 
fo near the coaft, that their bodies were 
floated thither by the waves before they 
were dry; their carcaffes produced fuch an 
infectious {mell, that it was many days bes 
fore one could come near them, 

We arrived at the fecond valley before 
noon ; and whilft the Mirza who conduéted 
me, was fearching for the perfons who 
were to order the neceffary relays of horfes, 
I went up toa groupe of Noguais collected 
round a dead horfe, which they had juft 
been fkinning. A young man naked, of 
about eighteen years old, received on his 
fhoulders the fkin of the animal. A wo- 
man, who performed the office of taylor, 
began by cutting the back of this new 
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coat, following with her {ciflars the fhape 
of the neck, the fall of the fhoulders, the 
femi-circle which joins the fleeve, and the 
fide of the habit, which came down below 
the knee. It was unneceflary to fupport a 
ftuff, which, from its humidity, already 
adhered to the {kin of the young man. The 
woman taylor proceeded very fmartly to 
form the crofs lapels and the fleeves, after 
which the mannikin, who ferved as a 
mold, fitting down {quat, gave her the 
opportunity of ftiching the pieces toge- 
ther; fo that cloathed in lefs than’ two 
hours in an excellent drown bay coat, no- 
thing remained for him but to tan this 
Jeather by conftant exercife, which was ac- 
cordingly the firft thing he did, and I faw 
him prefently mount a horfe bare-backed, 
to join his comrades, who were employed 
in colleéting the horfes I wanted, the num- 
ber of which was not nearly completed. 
Wealready know that the Tartar horfes 
are difperfed over the plains, in particular 
droves, and diftinguithed by the mark of | 
the proprietor ; but as there are occdfions 
Za when 


ge MEMOIRS OF THE 


each individual muft contribute to the pub- 
lic fervice, there is alfo a particular drove 
of horfes for that purpofe, belonging to the 
whole community. This drove is kept 
near, and within fight of their dwellings; 
but thefe animals at liberty, ip an open 
country, are not eafily got hold of; it is 
evident, likewife, that the choice which 
mouft neceflarily be made of different horfes, 
for draught, and for the faddle, increafes 
the difficulty, The Nogyais fucceed in 
this by a method which furnifhes the 
young men deftined for that fort of hunt. 
ing, with the opportunity of becoming the 
moft intrepid, and moft fkilfyl horfemen 
in the world. For this purpofe they pro- 
vide themfelves with a long pole, at the 
end of which is fgftened 4 cord, the extre- 
mity of which terminated in ap eye-let, 
paffed thrqugh the pole, forms a running 
knot, open enough eafily to admit a horfe’s 
head, Furpithed with this implement, 
thefe young Noguais, mounted on horfes 
bare-hacked, the longs of the halter paffed, 
through the horfe’s, mouth, ride up to the 

diove 
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drove full gallop, obferve the animal which 
fyite them, follow him with extreme agi- 
lity, come up with him, notwithftanding 
his thifts, to which they accommodate 
themfelves with wonderful addrefs, gain 
on him by fwiftnefs, and feizing the mo- 
ment that the end of the pole reaches be- 
yond the harfe’s ears, they flip the run- 
ning knot over his head, flacken their 
fpeed, and thus retain their prifoner, 
whom they conduét to their depofitory. 

As I was in want of near eighty horfes, 
and there were only half a dozen harfemen 
in purfuit of them, their exersife lafted 
long enough to give me all the pleafure of 
it; but the relays were fo well chofen, 
that we were able to arrive in pretty good 
time in the fuburb of Oczakow where we 
lodged. 

This fortrefs, fituated on the right bank 
of the Boriftenes, and near its mouth, 
is built on a fmal} declevity which goes 
down to the river. A ditch, and a covered 
way, are the only works for the defence of 
the place ; it isin the fhape of a paralle llo- 
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gram, bending on its length ; and one ob- 
ferves there, as well as at Bender, and at 
Kotchim, a numerous artillery, every piece 
of which, badly mounted, is bound to- 
gether by two enormous gabions, which 
ferving by way of parapet, form the em- 
brafures of the fortification. 

Some Jews fettled there, keep inns in 
the fuburbs of Oczakow. They were of 
great fervice to us in renewing our provi- 
fions, and enabling us to crofs the plains 
of Dgamboylouk, inhabited alfo by the 
Noguais. The morning of the next day 
was taken up in pafling the Boriftenes. 
This river, ftrengthened towards its mouth 
by a tongue of land belonging to the oppo- 
fite bank, and which is called Kilbourns f, 
or Kilburn, forms within it a fort of lake, 
which ftretches northward, from whence 
the rivér flows. It is more than two leagues 
broad between Oczakow and the fort op- 
pofite, whith is fiutated at the end of the 
point of land. It wasin this direGtion that 
we paffed the Boriftenes. Sailing veflels 

: } The nofe, of promontory of the hair. * 
are 
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are built for the purpofe, which take the 
opportunity of a favourable wind, and may 
alfo be puthed with poles from its thallow- 
nefs, every where but in the middle, where 
it is deep only for a few yards. 

After three hours of this tedious naviga- 
tion, during which we had nothing to en- 
tertain us but the leaping of a few dolphins, 
we landed at Kilbourns, oppofite to the 
caftle which is built there, The landing 
of my carriages, and the collecting of 
the horfes we had occafion for, took up 
the conduétors the reft of the day,” which 
T employed in vifiting the caftle, where I 
found nothing remarkable but its inutility. 
Its artillery, in fact, defigned to co-operate 
with that of Oczakow, in the defence of 
the river, unable to form a crofs fire at fo 
great a diftance, leaves the paflage up the 
middle ‘unmolefted. But I could not help 
remarking, that batteries, placed on the 
point of Kilbourns, and upon a ledge of 
rock fituated on the oppofite bank, would 
always prevent the entrance of every fort 
of veffel: this the Turks have never yet 

‘ beea 
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been able to calculate, and I fhall have 
other more important occafions of fixing 
the limits of their military knowledge. 

We agreed to fet out an hour before day- 
light, and I made choice of 2 waggon pre~ 
pared for me to fleep in, that I might take 
fome reft, of which I began to be very much 
in want. 

‘The commander of my efcort knew no- 
thing of this arrangement, and after diftri- 
buting his troops in the order I have al- 
ready explained, he very affiduoufly fol- 
pws my coach till he difcovered, by the 
day-light, that ] was not in it; he then 
complained very heavily of their negli- 
gence in not pointing out to him the car- 
riage I was in, and immediately furround- 
ed it with the little band he had referved 
for that purpofe. The reader will doubt- 
lefs perceive, that I only relate this cir- 
cumftance from its developing the charac- 
ter of the Fartars, which invariably ex- 
hibits the feeds of the moft correé& ideas. 

The road we took brought us near the. 
Black Sea, and in following the beach from 

i‘ time 
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time to time, the very noife of the waves 
afforded us a more interefting objett, than 
we could find in the naked plains over 
which we had been pafling. Thofe we 
ftill had to pafs, were likewife entirely 
bare, although ‘I have been affured, that 
they were formerly covered with forefts, 
and that the Noguais had torn up even the 
{malleft ftumps, to avoid all poffibility of 
afurprize. But if this precaution effectu- 
ally fecures a nation fo tranfportable as to 
move off with every thing in lefs than two 
hours, it deprives the Tartars of the fuel 
which is fo neceflary in that climate. To 
provide againft this want, each family carer 
fully colleéts the dung of the cattle, which 
they knead with a fort of fandy earth, and 
produce a turf which unfortunately fmokes 

the Tartars more than in warms them. 
No people live more foberly, Millet and 
roares milk are their ufual diet. The Tar 
tars, however, are very carhivetous. A 
Noguais might lay a wager that he eat a 
whole fheep, and win his wager, without 
having an. indigeftion. But their taite in 
this 
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this refpect is reftrained by their avarice ; 
and that avarive is carried to fuch a length, 
that, in general, they retrench every article 
of confumption of which they can difpofe. 
It is only, therefore, when one of their ani- 
mals is accidentally killed, that they re- 
gale themfelves with its flefh; but never 
unlefs they arrive in time to bleed the dead 
animal. They obferve the precepts of Ma- 
homet, alfo, with refpeét to fick animals. 
‘The Noguais watch all the periods of the 
diforder, in order to feize the moment, 
when, finding their avarice condemned to 
fofe the value of the animal, they may at 
feaft gratify their appetite, by flaying it a 
moment before is natural death. 

The fairs of Balta, and fome others on 
the frontiers of the Noguais country, pro- 
cure them a fale for the immenfe droves 
they are poffefled of. The grain, which 
they colleé&t in abundance, finds a vent 
likewife by the Black Sea, as well as woot 
in general, and that kind called pelades § = 

§ That wool is called pelades, which is feperated 
from the fin by meanaoflime, ‘This operation can~ 
neg take place on living animals. It procures the 
greatefl quantity of wool, but injures the quality. 

to 
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to thefe articles of commerce muft be ad- 
ded fome bad leather, anda great quantity 
of hare kins. 

‘Thefe different articles combined, pro- 
cure the Tartars very, confiderable annual 
returns, which they will only receive in 
Dutch or Venetian ducats; but the ufe 
they make of them deftroys every idea we 
might be led to form of their wealth from 
this prodigious quantity of {pecie. 

Perpetually accumulating, and no part 
of it returning into circulation by any kind 
of barter, avarice takes poffeffion of; and bu- 
ries all the riches, and the plains they are 
concealed in, offer not a trace to aid thofe 
tefearches which they otherwife might 
tempt. Several Noguais dying without 
communicating their fecret, have already 
deprived the world of confiderable fums, 
It is alfo tobe prefumed, that thefe people 
are perfuaded, that if they were forced to 
abandon their country, they might fafely 
Jeave their money without forfeiting their 
property ; and, in fac, it would beof the 
fame ufe to them five hundred leagues dif- 

tance, 
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taneg. They derive no other enjoyment 
from it thay the mere pleafure of poffef- 
fion ; but this has fo many attractions for 
them, that a Tartar frequently takes a 
thing for the fole pleafure of poffeffing it 2 
moment: compelled foon after ta reftore 
it, he muft pay likewife a confiderable pe- 
nalty ; but he has enjoyed it in his way, 
and he is contented. The avidity of the 
‘Tartars never calculates eventual loffes. 
They are fatisfied with the enjoyment of 
momentary advantages. 

‘We now approached Orcapi, and had 
only onc bad night’s accommodations to, 
fuffer, when I received a meffenger who 
‘was fent to mect me. He was commif- 
fioned by the Kam of the Tartars to en- 
fure me thofé conveniencies which I had 
already betn fortunate enough to ptocure 
myfelf. 

We paffed the night in a wretched ho- 
vel, covered with reeds, the only produce 
of the marth in which it was fituated, near 
the fea. We travelled next morning along 
thé beaeh, and {oon came in fight of the 

weftern, 
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weftern fide of the peninfula, whiel a 
ed into the fea on our right-hand. 28 
land, which was likewife flat, but more ele- 
vated than the plain we were on, was joined 
to it by fo gentle a flope, as if it had been 
formed by the line, and the upper part of 
it profented us with the profile of the lines 
of Orcapi. We travelled by the fide of 
them pretty early mthe morning, and 
paffed the ditch on a bad wooden bridge, 
which joins the counterfcarp to a vaulted 
gate, which croffes the platforn:, the por- 
ter af which keeps the peninfula every 
evening under lock and key. One of the 
redoubts, fituated in the middle of the 
lines, within cannon-fhot each way, lined 
with mafonry, and provided with artillery, 
and fome Turkith foldiers, together with 
the commerce between the Ruiffians and 
the Tartars, has given rife to a miferable 
little village near this gate, where I alight~ 
ed at the lodgings prepared for me, The. 
Governor of the Citadel loft no time in 
complimenting me on my arrival, by fend- 
ing me a trencher fullof mftton, roafted 
Vor. I. Aa in 
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jn the Turkith fathion, which they call 
Orhan Kébab*. 1 {oon after received a des 
putation alfo from the Janiffaries of the 
fortrefs, inviting me to become a member 
of their body, and I accepted their offer 
with as much apparent readinefs, as they 
manifefted to receive the prefent of my 
welcome. The corps of Janiffaries, ori- 
ginally compofed of flaves carried off from 
the Chriftians by the Turks, in time of 
war, has been long recruited by their child- 
ren, who are given as atribute. But the 
privileges granted to this new militia, de~ 
termined the Turks to enroll their own 
children amongft them. The abufes of 
thefe privileges, and the number of candi- 
dates, naturally going hand in hand, there 
was no longer any fafety out of the pale of 
their protection. . The great men of the 
empire enrolled themfelves; the Grand 
Signior himfelf withed to belong to them, 


* Orman Kébab,—the roaft of the woods —-This 
is the favourite roaft meat of the Turks, and confifts 
in pietes of mutton, cut and fpitted alternately with 
Slices of onions, Sroafted at a great fire. 

and 
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and nobody difcovered that this was the 
very method to increafe their infolence.— 
The eftablithed regulations for a long time 
fupported this corps, in fpite of its irregu+ 
larities, but they at length ceafed to mains 
tain their independence. Each Janiffary 
became poffefled of property ; and conneét- 
ed at this day with the general order, by 
the particular intereft of its members, this 
corps is no fonger formidable to its mafters. 
Whilft I was taken up with thefe dif- 
ferent affairs, I faw a troop of Europeans 
appear, efcorted by the Tartars of the plain. 
They were Germans, fugitives from Ruf- 
fia, taken by the Noguais. The fituation 
of thefe unfortunate people, induced me to 
claim them; and they were immediately 
delivered to me. I refigned to them the 
pyramid of roafted mutton, which they 
certainly ftood more in need of than my- 
felf. I then examined my new colony, 
which was compofed of feven men, five 
women, and four children, They were 
dejetted by misfortune, but began to {mile 
at re profpet of better days.” Thefe un- 
Aa2 happy 
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happy people, bdgn in the Palatinate, had 
been drawn into Ruffia by the hopes of bet- 
tering their fortune, (the motive of all emi- 
gtations) but the difappointment of which 
raakes them {eon regret the lofs of their 
former habitations. Imprifaned in a fo- 
feign country, their only proje& was to 
make their efcape, and thay: knew no other 
road hut the wrong ane. Arrived in the 
defart plains, they had fcarcely time to 
draw the breath of liberty, before the No- 
guais feized them, to fell them to the firtt 
purchalor. Jt afforded me great pleafure 
to have faved thefe poor people, and I took 
the neceflary meafures to, infure their fafe 
arrival at Battchéferay. 

LT employed the reft of the day ip examin- 
jag the lines of Orcapi. No pifture of 
this kind can be more xefpectable. Ex- 
cepting that the works are rather gigantic, 
I know of none where nature is better fe- 
conded, by art. The folidity of the en- 
trencheuent is likewife to be depended an, 
Tt extends acrofs the ifthmus for threequar- 
ters of a league, and is flanked by two feas, 

It 
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It overtops the plain below by about forty” 
feet; and it will long continue to refift 

that ignorance which neglects every thing, 

Nothing points out the zra of its conftruc- 

tion, but every thing confpires to prove it 

of a date anterior to the Tartars ; or if not,: 
that thefe people were better informed in 

ancient times, at leaft, than they are at 

prefent. 

It is very evident alfo, that if thefe lines 
were palifadoed en fanffe braye, as well 
as the redoubts on them, .and provid- 
ed with artillery, and above all, withthow- 
itzers, they would fecure the free poil_ion 
of the Crimea againft an army of an hun- 
dred thoufand men. Sych an army, in 
faét, unable to carry thefe lines by «fault, 
would bs foon reduced to the neceffity of 
retreating, from want of water. It was 
only by paffing a femal marfhy arm of the 
fea, to gain the head-of a very narrow 
tongue of land which‘opens parallel with 
the eaftern fide of the Crimea, that 
the Ruffians were able to penetrate into 
it in the laft war. ‘ This toute had 
been already fuccefsfully attempted in 

Aa3 * the 
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the campaigns of 1736 and 1737, by Ge- 
neral Munick ; but this has neither fug- 
gefted to the Tartars the defire nor the 
means of fecuring themfelves in future 
from a fimilar misfortune, by defending 
the end of that tongue of land, where the 
imalleft refiftance would be fufficient to 
check the progrefs of their enemies. 

On quitting Orcapi, I obferved that the 
road was covered with a whitifh cruft, oc- 
cafioned by the carriage of the falt which 
the Tartars fell to the Ruffians, The falt- 
works of Orcapi, part of the fovereign’s 
domain, are farmed out to fome Armeni- 
ans and Jews; and equally commercial, 
and petpetual rivals, they augment the re~ 
venue, by bidding againft each other.— 
They are fo ynfkilful in the management 
of their farms, and their avidity is fuch, 
that they are always the dupes of their ig- 
norance. They have no depofitory to re- 
ceive, todry, and to preferve the natural 
falt which is formed in thefe falt-lakes ; 
fo that the abundance of a plentiful feafon 
cannot compenfate for the deficiency of a 
bad one; and the rains very frequently de- 
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ftroy this valuable prodution, which is fo 
eafily preferved in ftorchoufes. The feller 
and the buyer feem alfo to have combined 
their ignorance in forming the conditions 
by which they are reciprocally bound. 
The buyer is allowed to come him- 
felf to gather the falt in .the lakes, and to 
load his carriages, which are to be drawn 
by «certain number of horfes, and ata 
ftipulated price; but with this claufe, that 
if thecarriage breaks down from its weight, 
before it arrives at a given point, a penalty 
and confifcation follow. The buyer and 
feller, in this contract, have overlooked the 
certain lofs of what is fcattered on the road, 
and the difadvantages refulting from any 
commerce founded on a ‘perpetual ftate of 
warfare. 

After paffing the falt-works, we found 
ourfelves in a country more remarkable for 
its fertility than its cultivation; and a 
number of villages, {cattered over the 
plain, afforded us 2 profpeét more intereft- 
ing, as it was long fince we had enjoyed 
fo agreeable a fcene.- We atrived towards 
the evening at a habitation, fituated in the 

Aa4 bottom 
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bottom of a valley, where fome rocks anr 
nounced to us a change of foil, and the 
next day we got into a hilly country, 
through which we travelled during the 
whole morning. At noon we were obliged 
to lock the four wheels of my carriage to 
get it down a very narrow road, cut out of 
the rock, which brought me to Baétchéfe- 
ray. I artived in this town early enough 
to perceive all the inconveniencies to which 
I thould, thenceforward, be obliged to fub- 
mit. Mr. Fornetty, Conful of France in 
Tartary, received me in a houfe occupied 
by him ten years, and which was defigned 
forme. This houfe was not well calcu- 
lated for the increafe of inhabitants J 
brought with me ; an inconvenience, aboye 
all, very fenfibly felt by my attendants. 
Fatigued as they were with a long jour- 
ney, the fight of this ftrange land of pro- 
mife completely difcouraged them; and I 
muft confefs, that my new dwelling could | 
not very well confole us for the nine hun-” 
dred and thirty leagues we had travelled to 
arvive there, nee wooden ftair cafe, 

the 
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the fteps of which, rotted by the rain, giv- 
ing way under the weight of every perfom 
who mounted them, enabled the lighteft 
amongft us to reach the only floor there 
was; which confifted of a hall, and two 
fide rooms, which ferved for falloon and 
bed-chamber. The walls, formerly co- 
vered with lime and hair, as well as the 
floor, difcovered to us the original con 
firudtion of this building. It was doubt- 
ful whether my trunks would not prove 
too heavy for it; we tried the experjment, 
however, with fuccefs, and as it is necef- 
fary to make the beft of every thing, each 
of us made choice of the fpot where we 
were to reft from our fatigues. 

If the fucceffive variety of objects on the 
toad prevents one from attending to -any 
thing but, the difficulties to be furmounted 
before the journey is at an end, that pe- 
riod naturally leads one to examine the na- 
ture of a fituation which is to be more per- 
manent. This was our firft employment 
on awaking. ‘The time I had already pafled 
with Mr. Conftillier, who accompanied 

me 


362 MEMOIRS OF THE 


me as Secretary, made me very certain: 
that the fweetnets of his difpofition, and 
his patience, would get the better of every 
inconvenience. I was as fortunate, like- 
wife, in the choice M. de Vergennes had 
mnade of Mr. Rufin to refide with me in 
quality of Sccretary Interpreter ; and the 
intimacy which very foon took place be- 
tween thefe two young men, by giving 
animation to their gaiety, rendered their 
fociety .nore agreeable to me: It was, in- 
deed, the only remaining fociety I had, for 
Tcould not flatter myfelf with the prof- 
pect of deriving much advantage from a 
Monk I had taken at Yaffi, and two Polith 
Armenian Miffionarics, any more than 
from the company of Mr. Farnetty, who 
was to leave me and return to Conftanti~ 
nople as foon as his local and official in- 
formation became unneceffary to me. 

My arrival was immediately announced 
to the Vifir of the Kam, and this Prime 
Minifter, affuring me of the fatisfaction 
his mafter would have in feeihg me as foon 
as I was difpofed to have my firtt audience, 

fent 
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fent me the eftablithment of Yaya, affigned 
‘me by the Prince. This cuftom confifts 
in the fupplying with neceffary provifions, 
the perfon whom it is‘ meant to gratify. 
Throughout the Eaft, gifts are always the 
mark of honour; obliged, therefore, to 
fubmit to this kind of diftinétion, I tranf- 
ferred my Tayn to the fubfiftence of my 
little German colony ; but although this 
fuccour was fufficient to furnith it abun~ 
dantly, my attendants faw no means of 
providing for my perfonal wants. Re- 
duced to bad bread, rice, and mutton, and 
fome lean poultry, we were threatened, in 
fact, with very indifferent living. Icould 
not conceive that I fhould want either but- 
ter, vegetables, or fith, on the fineft foil 
in the world, and in the neighbourhood of 
the fea; but I foon underftood that celery 
was cultivated as a rare plant in the Kam’s 
garden ; that the T'artars did not know how 
to make butter; and that the inhabitants 
of the fea coaft were no better mariners 
than thofe on the plains, therefore I was 
obliged to {ubmit. My fervants, however, 

at 
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at length diftovered fome fpontaneous ve- 
getables, which confoled us a little, and I 
took meafures to get fome feeds from Con- 
ftantinople, and hired a country houfe, 
where I eftablifhed my Germans, to whom 
I gave fome cows; and my new farm very 
foon fipplied me with abundance of every 
thing. I determined, alfo, to make my 
own bread: one of my fervants became an 
excellent baker; and the pleafure of hav- 
ing found out the means of obtaining it, 
gave an additional relith to our good 
cheer. 

I was waiting for fome prefents for the 
Kam, which never arrived, before I had 
my firft audience ; but the impatience of 
Makfoud-Gueray, then on the throne of 
the Tartars, removed every difficulty, On 
the day appointed for the delivery of my 
credential letters, the Mafter of the Cere- 
monies waited on me with a detachment 
of the guard, and fome officers appointed 
to efcort me tothe Palace. Our cavaleade, 
half European, half Tartar, drew together 


a great concourfe,of people. We alighted 
at 
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in the laft court, and the Vifir, who was 
waiting for me in the veftibule of the Pa- 
lace, condudted me into the audience cham. 
ber, where we found the Kam feated on 
the corner of afopha. A chair was placed 
oppofite to him, where I feated myfelf, 
after paying my compliments to the Prince 
and delivering my credentials, This firft 
cerefhony, which inftalled me in my pub- 
lic capacity in Tartary, was followed by 
the civiliries prattifed amangft the Turks, 
and by an invitation from the Kam to vifit 
him frequently. I was then cogduéted 
back to my, own houfe in the fame order. 
The following days were taken up in pay- 
ing the neceflary minifterial vifits. I en- 
deavoured alfo to form fuch connections ag 
might gratify my defire of becoming ac- 
qvainted with the government, the man- 
ners, and the cuftoms of the Tartare; and 
the Mufti, a man of abilities, of ftrit ho- 
gour, and capable of a ftrong attachment, 
wesone of thofe with whom I formed the 
greatelt intimacy, and from whem I deriv- 
ed the moft ufeful information, - 

After 


306 “MEMOIRS OF TRE 


After attending principally to thefe ob- 
jedts, I thought it neceflary to endeavour, 
before the winter attacked me in my hut, 
to fecure myfelf againft the inclemency of 
the weather, and to enlarge and repair it, 
which was pretty nearly the fame thing as 
to rebuild it, We were now in the month 
of November, and no time was to be! loft. 
Idrew the plan, I colleéted the materials, 
and fuperintended the work, without de- 
parting from the method of building pur- 
fued by the, Tartars; and I got tolerably 
well lodged before the end of December, 
at the expence of fix thoufand livres, (about 
2gol. fterling.) I thall- take this opportu- 
nity of defcribing the ftruture of the 
houfes in Crimea; but thefe details, or the 
architecture of the Tartars, will be of more 
fervice to the lovers of ceconomy, than to 
difciples Vitruvius. 

Pillars placed on the points which ter- 
minate the angles, and the openings fixed 
perpendicularly by an architrave which 
fupports the joifts, prepares the way for the 
execution ‘of the upper part of the build- 

. ing, 
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ing, which is formed in the fame manner 
to receive the roof. The building thus dif- 
pofed, other pillars which are {maller, at 
a foot’s diftance from each other, but per- 
pendicular alfo, occupy the folds, and are 
defigned to hold together the hazle rods, 
which give the houfe the appearance of a 
bafket ; pounded earth, and cut ftraw, are 
then applied to this fort of hurdle, after 
which a layer of lime and hair, laid on in- 
ternally and externally, added to the paint- 
ing of the pillars, the doors, the plinths, 
and the windows, give the whole of the 
building a very pleafing appearance. 

I muft add, that this manner of bvild- 
ing has infinitely more folidity than inight 
be imagined from the defcription,, and is 
certainly more falutary than that of our 
peafants houfes. J am farther convinced, 
that gentlemen of eftates, who, either 
from motives of intereft or benevolence, 
are defirous of building houfes with the 
view of increafing and favouring the popu- 
lation of their dependants, would gain in 
every way by adopting this new plan of 
a : building, 
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building, in which they would find great 
«economy, and ensble the inhabitants to 
make their own repairs, which will cer- 
tainly appear the moft important advan- 
tage. 

Having now got a tolerable dwelling, 
and in a very thort time, it became necef- 
fary for me to look out for furniture. My 
fteward was the upholfterer, and I took 
upon myfcif the joiner’s work, and the 
turnery ; thefe occupations, together with 
my private affairs, and my vifits to the 
Kam, gave me a continual and varied em- 
ployment, which filled up all my time. 

Makfoud-Gueray had admitted me into 
his private parties, which were compofed 
of Sultan Nouradin, his nephew, a Mirza 
of the Chirins +, called Kaia-Mirza $, who 
was the hufband of a Sultana, coufin-ger- 
man tothe Kam; of the Kadi-Lefker, and 

+} Chitin is the name of the moft diftinguifhed fs 
mily amongit them, which compofes the principal 
Nobility of Tartary. We thall fee, in the courfe of 
thefe Memoirs, that the eftablifhed order exehsdes 


from this clafs all the ennobled families. 
} Kaia, m Tartar language, means Rock. 
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of fome other Mirzas. This Prince ufed 
to receive us after the prayer of fun-fet, 
and keep us ’till midnight. More diffident 
from fyftem than from difpofition, Mak- 
foud-Gueray, eafily prepoffeffed, recurred 
with the fame readinefs to whatever could 
reftore the tranquility of his mind, and 
render every thing agreeable about him, 
With more knowledge than ufually falls 
to the fhare of the Orientals, he was fond 
of literature, and difcourfed on it with fa. 
tisfaétion. Sultan Nouradin, brought up 
in Circaffia, fpoke but little, and only 
talked of the Circaffians. The Kadi-Lef- 
ker, on the contrary, was very Inquaci- 
ous, and talked of every thing; ill inform- 
ed, but of a lively difpofition, he very fre- 
quently departed from the gravity of his 
fituation, to enliven our converfations.— 
Kaia-Mirza furnifhed all the news of the 
day; whilft I entertained them with thofe 
of Europe, and anfwered all their trouble- 
fome queftions. The etiquette of this 
Court allows very few perfons to be feated 
in the prefence of the Sovereign ; the Sul- 
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tans have this privilege by birth, except 
the children of the Prince, who from re- 
{pe&t, never fit down before their father, 
This privilege is granted alfo to the heads 
of the law, to the Minifters of the Divan, 
and thofe of foreign Courts; but except- 
ing Kaia-Mirza, who was feated in quality 
of hufband of a Sultana, the other cour- 
tiers ftood at the foot of the fopha, and 
withdrew at fupper time. ‘This repaft was 
ferved on two round tables, one of which 
{pread before the Kam, was fet apart for 
his Tartar Majefty, who ufually eats alone, 
and never departs from that etiquette but 
in favour of fome Sultan diftinguifhed by 
his age, or who is himfelf a Sovereign. 
The fecond table, prepared in the fame 
room, is for the perfons whom the Kam 
admits to fupper. I eat at this table with 
the Kadi-Lefker, and Kaia-Mirza. Mak~ 
foud Gueray always amufed himfelf with 
encouraging the little differences of opini- 
on which arofe daily between the Judge 
and me, and in which this Magiftrate ap- 
peared lefs anxious about the accuracy of 

his 
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his reafoning, than the amufement of his 
mafter. Our fituations were fo different, 
that it was impoffible to difpute his favour 
by the fame means; but I did not neglect 
thofe which I thought might pleafe the 
Prince. I had remarked that he was fond 
of fire-works, ’ and the ignorance of his ar- 
tificers was ill calculated to gratify his taftc. 
I got ready the implements, prepared the 
matcrials, and inftruéted my attendants ; 
and when I thought myfelf capable of ful- 
filling my object, J atked permiffion of the 
Kam to exhibit a fire-work on his birth- 
day. Accuftomed as he had veen to fee 
nothing but fmoaky gerbs, bad crackers, 
and fimall rockets, badly filled, and ill 
direéted, the fuccefs of my exhibition was 
complete. 

I had forefeen that the Kam, after 
politely thanking me for the faltpetre I had 
been burning, would politely complain of 
the fhortnefs of the entertainment ; and I 
had prepared, by way of anfwer, fome 
electrical experiments, which I offered to 
exhibit as a little chamber fire-work, to 

Bbo2- fil 
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fill up the remainder of the evening. The 
firft effects of this phenomenon excited 
fuch aftonifhment, that I had fome diffi- 
culty in deftroying the opinion of magic I 
faw arifing in their minds, and which was 
pradually increafed by every freth experi- 
ment, The Kam, however, had the air 
of comprehending me, and was himfelf 
defirous of being eletrified. I gave him 
the ftroke very moderately, but I handled 
the courtiers in fuch a manner as to obtain 
the Prince’s approbation. 

The whole town refounded the next day 
with the prodigies I had performed ; and 
Iwas obliged, on the following days, to 
fatisfy the curiofity of thofe who had not 
been prefent with the Kam at the firft ex- 
periments. Several perfons {ucceffively 
applied to me to repeat them upon them 
and their friends, and I fent every body 
away equally fullofamazement. Nothing 
was talked of but eleétricity, and the num- 
ber of the curious continually increafed.— 
Tegan, however, to be tired of the in- 
conveniencies of this celebrity, and was 

com- 
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complaining of it one evening to Mr. Ruf- 
fin, who was as tired of it as myfelf, when 
we faw upwards of twenty lanthorns ap- 
pearing ina row. I immediately fent Mr. 
Ruffin to inquire of this troop the motive 
of their vifit; to whom their fpokefmen 
addrefled the following difcourfe :—“* We 
are, Sir, Circaffian Mirzas, hoftages with 
the Kam; we have heard of the miracles 
performed by your Bey §, at his pleafure ; 
miracles, of which no perfon before has 
ever had an idea, fince the birth of the 
Prophet, and which will never be known 
to man after his death; befeech him to per- 
mit us to be witneffes to them, that we 
may one day teftify them in our country ; 
and that Circaffia, deprived of this phoeno- 
menon, may, at leaft, be able to record the 
memory of it in‘ her annals.” 

The gravity with which Mr. Roffin de- 
livered this harangue, preferved all its ri- 

§ Bey ;—the title given to perfons of diftinétion, 
and isequivalent to that of Signeur, or Lord, and is 
ufed alfo for a Prince ; as Bey of Wallachia, Bey og 
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dicule. I made my new guefts mount into 
the faloon, where ranging them in a femi- 
circle, with all the respect, and all the af. 
fedtation of myftic devotion, the Circaffian 
orator addreffed the fame compliment to 
me which he had done to my interpreter. 
I liftened to his harangue with all the fo- 
lemnity 1 was mafter of, and in my turn, 
complimented all Circaffia; after which, 
I difpofed myfelf to imprefs ftrongly on 
their minds the remembrance of eleétricity, 
whilft My. Ruffin, offering them the ufual 
civilities, amufed himfelf with heightening 
thofe ideas of the marvellous exploits 
which had procured me their company. 

It is eafy to jmagine, that in this difpo- 
fition, I had no difficulty in felecting my 
victims ; each {peCtator would be eledtri- 
fied in his turn ; and thefe poor creatures, 
whom I fometimes pitied, gave a laugh of 
fatisfaction, in fuffering martyrdom, and 
I was obliged to give my Circaffians fome 
of the rudeft thocks, before I had the good 
fortune to difmifs them fully fatisfied ; but 
they were the taft whom I electrified, and 

T endea- 
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I endeavoured to procure myfelf fome lefs 
brilliant, but more ufeful amufement. My 
uniform, which I always wore, threaten- 
ed to fall in pieces, and I tried to be my 
own taylor, I had alfo the fancy to equip 
ahandfome Arabian horfe in the French 
manner. I could not bicak him with 2 
Tartar faddle, the thape of it raifing the 
rider too far from the horfe. This was no 
{mall undertaking, for I had to begin with 
making the implements. I prepared the 
faddle-bow, difpofed all the parts, and 
at length completed a faddle of crimfon 
velvet, with houfing, and trapping well 
forted. I made ufe of it the firft time I 
rode out with the Kam. This Prince had 
the condefcenfion to admit me to be of all 
his parties, and I was happy to give 
him fome idea of our manner of riding. 
—The Tartars know no other prin- 
ciple of equitation than firmnefs in the 
feat, and that firmnefs is carried even to 
roughnefs, fo that the fupplenefs of the 
motions of my Arabian horfe aftonifhed 
the whole court. The Prince’s firft Equerry 

Bohs was 
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was defirous of trying him, but fearce 
had he got aftride a bare faddle, before he 
was obliged to recover his equilibrium, by 
thrufting in his heels. My horfe, not ac 
cuftomed to the manceuvres of fuch a ca- 
valier, would foon have got rid of him, 
had not his fervants run to his affiftance, 
and prevented the cataftrophe. 

The Kam invited me alfo to his parties 
of hawking and greyhound courfing, which 
were very frequent. He was attended by 
five or fix hundred horfemen, and in this 
manner we ranged the neighbouring plains, 
where the abundance of game, joined to 
the vanity of the fportfmen, rendered thefe 
partics very lively. Makfoud-Gueray was 
particularly fond of hawking; his birds 
were perfectly well trained, and he want- 
ed nothing but good dogs to ftart the game. 
J had brought one with me from France, 
of remarkable beauty, but he was fo car- 
refled, fo fpoiled, fo wilful, that I never 
took him out with me, the very circum- 
ftance that made them think him of great 
value. The courtiers fpoke of him to the 

Prince, 
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Prince, who expreffed to me his defire of 
having him, and even reproached me with 
a fort of affeGtation for having concealed 
him. In vain didI affure him that my 
dog was ill trained, that he would certain- 
ly throw himfelf upon the birds, and that 
fome difagreeable circumftance would hap- 
pen; he took alli this for an excufe, and I 
was obliged to give way to his fancy, which 
he very foon had reafon to repent of. I 
immediately fent for my dog; he arrived, 
and began to pay his court very familiarly. 
There was a bafon of water in the middle 
of the apartment ; Diamond wafhes him- 
felfin it, jumps on the fopha to carefs 
me, and taking the laugh of the Kam for 
a friendly invitation, leaps brifkly upon 
him, overthrowing, as he pafles, every 
thing in his wgy. In the firft moments of 
favour, itis permitted to err with impu- 
nity ; Diamond, therefore, given into the 
care of a page, from that evening he had 
free quarters, and a grand hawking party 
was ordered for the next day. Nothing 
was talked of the whole evening but -the 

: talents 
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talents of the new favourite; as for my 
part, I fpoke of nothing but his vivacity 
and frowardnefs ; every thing about him, 
however, was found charming, and the 
Kam was fo impatient to fee Diamond in 
action, that he gave us the rendezvous for 
an earlier hour than ufual next morning. 
On arrival, I perceived the hero of the en~ 
tertainment, led by his page, furrounded 
by fpeftators, and not knowing what they 
were going to do withhim ; they were wait- 
ing for me, to give him his liberty. Thad 
hardly loofed him before the cavalry put 
themfelves in motion, to open to the right 
and left of the Kam, near whofe perfon I 
was, Diamond, terrified at firft, was only 
afraid of being crufhed. A quail, however, 
rifes before him; one of the Kam’s faul- 
cons is flown at the game; he comes up 
with, and ftrikes his prey, and continues 
his flight to fome diftance, where a faul- 
coner, full fpeed, rides up to take him. 
Diamond alfo {ets off, —a double prey ani- 
mated his ambition; and had not they 
thrown a hammer at him, to make him 

quit 
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quit his hold, my prediction would have 
been accomplifhed; but the deg and the 
faulcon being both frightened, took differ- 
ent ways home, and the Kam was let off 
for the apprehenfion of lofing his bird. 

My pofition with refpc& to Makfoud- 
Gueray, and his Minifters, with the man- 
ner in which I had fucceeded in arranging 
my new eftablithment, rendered my ftay 
at Baétchéferay fupportable. 1 was par+ 
ticularly intimate with Kaia Mirza, of the 
family of the Chirins, accounted the firft 
nobility’ of the Tartars: he had married a 
Princefs of the blood, who filled the place 
of Olou-Kané, Governefs.of the Crimea ; 
and this Sultana, willing to give me a mark 
of her favour, fent me, by the intendant 
of her houfhold, a prefent of a night-fhirt, 
richly embroidered, and every thing be- 
longing to the moft complete and magni- 
ficent defhabille. The myftery with which 
this miffion was accompanied, might have 
given me fome uneafinefs; in fact, the 
Princefs was feventy years old; but I was 
foon made eafy on that head. I was in- 

formed 


380 MEMOIRS OF THE 


formed that prefents of this kind are never 
made by a Sultana, but to one of her rela- 
tions, and I gave way, without fear, to 
all my gratitude. The Princefs had fome 
intereft with Makfoud-Gueray, but her 
credit would probably have proved in- 
fufficient to preferve one of her favourites 
from the avarice of that Prince. 

Yacoub Aga, Governorand Grand Mafter 
of the cuftom-houfe of Balta, was on the 
point of falling-a victim to it. Difpoffeffed 
of his employment, defpoiled of his for- 
tune, and chained in prifon, he was in 
danger of lofing his head, notwithftanding 
the zeal of his proteétrefs. It appeared to 
me very important to endeavour to fave, and 
re-eftablifh this man, with whom France 
had always great reafon to be contented. 
The Minifters feconded me ; the Mufti af- 
fifted us with ardour, as well as the Sul- 
tana; Yacoub Aga quitted his chains to 
refume his ancient dignity, and the means 
of again laying the foundation of his for- 
tune, which the Kam would not reftore 
him. But if this Prince may jutftly be re~ 
i proached 
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proached with this inftance of avidity, it 
mutt be owned that he vigoroufly fupport- 
ed good order, without adopting the fana- 
tical and fuperftitious principles which 
lead the Turks to deviate fo often from it. 
‘The flave of a Jew has murdered his mafter 
in his vineyard ; the complaint is made by 
the neareft relations. ‘The murderer is ap- 
prehended, and, previous to his trial, fome 
zealous Mahometans prevail on him to be- 
come a Turk, in hopes of obtaining for 
him a pardon. The converfion of the cri- 
minal was oppofed to the fentence of death 
pronounced by the Kam: it is proper to 
obferve, that by the Tartar law the crimi- 
nal muft perifh by the hand of the injured 
perfon, or by hisheirs. It was obje&ted then, 
but in vain, that a Turk could not be de~ 
livered up to the Jews, ‘+ I would deli- 
ver up my brother to them,” replied the 
Kam, “ if he was guilty; I leave Provi- 
dence to reward his converfion, if it be fin- 
cere; it is my duty to do juftice.” The 
intrigues of the devoted Muflulmen fuc- 
ceeded, however, in defering the execu- 

tion 
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tion until Friday afternoon, in order to 
render that law favourable to the profe- 
lyte, which obliges the injured party to 
execute the fentence in four and twenty 
hours, and the law compelling the Jews 
to fhut themfelves up for their fabbath at 
fun fet. ‘The murderer, however, loaded 
with chains, was conducted to the butt ap- 
propriated to this fort of execution; but 
a new obftacle prefented itfelf. The Jews 
muft not fhed blood; a public cryer is 
fent through the town to offer a confider- 
able fum to any Jew who will lend his 
hand, and ‘tt was amongft the moft wretch- 
ed of all people that this refearch was fruit- 
lefs. ‘This new incident was reported to 
the tribunal of the Kam, and the bigots 
expected to derive great advantage from it, 
but they were deceived in their expecta- 
tions. Makfoud-Gueray permitted the 
Jews to execute the criminal according to 
the law of the old Teftament, and the fcene 

terminated by ftoning him to death. 
The Turkifh law, of which I have for- 
merly {poken, that which delivers over the 
criminal 
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criminal into the hands of the injured 
party, is founded on the Coran, which 
grants to the neareft relation of the de- 
ceafed, the right of difpofing of the mur- 
derers blood. We have feen that in Tur- 
key, the party complaining afffs at the 
punifhment; the Tartar law, more literal, 
obliges them to carry it into execution. I 
Shall further obferve, that amongft the 
Turks, where the executioner does not give 
the blow until the fum offered by the cri- 
minal be refufed, there are inftances where 
the wife has fold the blood of her hufband. 

- In Tartary, on the contrary, the wife, 
who is to plunge the knife with her own 
hand into the criminal, never fuffers herfelf 

, tobe tempted by any offer; and the law 
which commits her vengeance to herfelf, 
renders her inacceffible to every other fenti- 
ment, One of the Prince's officers, with 
his arm uplifted, carrying a filver axe, 
precedes the criminal, conducts him to the 
place of punifhment, and affifts at the ex- 
ecution, 


There 
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‘There is no country where crimes are 
lefs frequent than in Tartary. The plains, 
where malefactors might eafily efcape, af- 
ford very few objects of cupidity; and the 
peninfula of the Crimea, where there are 
more temptations, being daily fhut, leaves 
no hope of efcaping from punifhment. For 
this reafon no precautions are taken for the 
fecurity of the capital, in which there are 
no guards but thofe of the fovereign. The 
Palace he inhabits, formerly built entirely 
in the Chinefe, but repaired in the Turkith 
fathion, ftill retains fome of the beauties 
of its former ftile of conftruction. Ie is 
placed at one of the extremities of the town, 
and is furrounded by very high rocks, 
from whence flows an abundance of 
ftreams, which are conveyed into the kiofks 
and gardens in a moft delightful manner. 
This fituation, However, which looks on 
nothing but barren rocks, obliges the Kam 
very frequently to walk upon the heights, 
to enjoy the beauties of the moft variegated 
profpedt. . 

I have 
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T have faid that the plains of the No- 
guais, which extend along the continent 
of the Crimea, are nearly on a level with 
the fea, and that the ifthmus forms another 
level plain, thirty or forty feet higher. 
‘This uppeg plain occupies the northern 
half of the peninfula, and afterwards, the 
face of the country thick-fet with rocks, 
and full of mountains running from weft 
to eaft, terminate in the pyramid of Tcha- 
dir-Dagué, the hill of the tent. This 
mountain, which is too near the fea for its 
bafe to add much to its elevation in the at 
mofphere, can only be claffed amongft the 
mountains of the fecond order; but if we 
caft an eye on the map of our hemifphere, 
it is impoffible not to perceive that Tchadir- 
Dagué forms a part of that chain which 
connects the Alps with Mount Caucafus. 
In fakt, we fee that the branch of the Ap- 
penines which crofles Europe from weft to 
eaft, feparating Germany from Italy, Po~ 
land fram Hungary, and Wallachia from 
apcient Thrace, after plunging into the 
Black Sea, re-appeare in the fame direétion, 
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on the fouthern part of the Crimea, {carce- 
ly leaving a paffage for the communication 
of the feas of Sabache, and the Pont- 
Euxine, and continues as far as the Caf; 
pian Sea, under thé name of Caucafis, ance 
more to re-appear under that of Thibet, 
and to ftretch to the very eaftern extremi- 
ties of Afia. 

‘The continued feries of thefe mountains 
too, is as evident, and as clearly demon- 
itrated by all the details we have refpeét- 
ing their appearance, their ftructure, their 
foffil produ€tions, and the minerals they 
‘contain. 

‘The firft obfervation which prefents it- 
{elf in the Crimia, is the uniformity of a 
bed of rocks which crowns the top of all 
the mountains on the fame level. Thefe 
rocks, very tharp pointed, and of more or 
jefs thicknefs, offer the moft indifputable 
traces of the operation of the waters ; one 
diftinguifhes throughout them an exact re- 
femblanct to thofe which are at prefent ex- 
pofed to the efforts of the fea, and are alfo 
ftrewed with apparently foflil oyfters, but 
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fo faftened, that they canriot be procured 
without loofening them with a chifel, It 
is obferveable, likewife, that the living’ 
oyfter of thefe foflils, which are of the 
largeft kind, is not known in the feas of 
the Levant. I fhall add, that there are at 
prefent no oyfters on the northern coaft of 
the Black Sea, and that on the fouthern 
part there is only the fmall kind, 

Amongft the foffils adhering to the rocks 
is found alfo the fea urchin, the living 
animal of which is peculiar to the Red Sea. 
The vallies which farrow that part of the 
Crimea, contain very gteat beds of uni- 
valve foffils, almoft all of the genus of 
the Chinefe bonnet. Thefe foffils differ, 
however, from thofe we find in the Me- 
diterranean, by a thicker fhell, lefs hollow- 
ed, and covered with circular ftripes; in 
fome valleys they are in fuch quantities, 
as to choke all vegetation ; thefe thells ara 
there mixed with fragments of a foft fandy 
ftoute, imprinted with leaves, and branches, 
the principal bed of which lies in the bot. 
tom of the ravines, 

Ces The 


388 MEMOIRS OF THE 


The level of the beds of rocks which I 
have afcertained from one mountain to 
the other, with the level of the fe&, proves 
that they ate all equally horizontal. 5 
have always given the moft fcrupulous at- 
tention to my refearches into a fubjec as 
new, as it is interefting ; and I have difco- 
vered no exception to this uniformity *. 

‘The map of the upper parts of the Cri- 
mea, taken from the level of thefe beds of 
rock, would exhibit nothing but an archi-. 
pelago, a heap of iflands, more or lefs ele~ 
vated, at a {mall diftance from each other, 
and always to the weft of Caucafus, but 
very diftant from the lands, which at that 
epocha might form the continent towards 


* When human knowledge fhall have penetrated 
into the principles of the revolutions of the globe, the 
obfervations I now report of the immutability of the 
foil of the Crimea, will become more important: it 
will prove that the caufes of the great convulfion have 
had no effect on that fsa Earthquakes, which 
ate ig Beara theré, can never have been cen- 
tral, the fumunit of the rocks is fill covered with 
a vegetable earth, and the higheft mountains thew 
wo marks of cratera, northe leaft veftiges of lava, 
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the north ; and itis only towards the Little 
Don, that the earth begins to rife to the 

fame level. + 
Such refearches into primitive geogra- 
phy, by affifting the progrefs of human 
knowledge, might throw a new light on a 
fubje& which has lopg been occupied by 
the fpirit of fyftem. The philofophers 
who are curious to know the original afpect 
of the globe, may difcover it by following 
the level of thofe features which are every 
where the moft diftinétly marked. The 
Joftieft mountains will prefent to them le- 
vels which have been firft abandoned, by 
the waters; but, limited in thefe Memoirs 
to the fimple narrative of the prefent ap- 
«pearance of the .countries I have pafled 
through, and of the character of their in- 
habitants, I thall only add to what I have 
faid on this fubje&t, the anfwer of a Tartar. 
Twas walking with this man in one of the 
defiles, adjoining that in which Baétché- 
feray is fituated. I obferved there an iron 
ring placed on the top of an inacceffible 
rock, which crowned and terminated the 
Cc 3 bottom 
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bottom of this defile. 1 afked my Tarter 
the ufe of this ring: * I imagine,” -re- 
pliedfhe coolly, “+ that it ferved formerly to 
fatten, veflels to, when the fea, bathing 
thefe rocks, formed a harbour in this val- 
ley.” I was confounded with this anfwer, 
and could not help admiring the genius 
which, with no other guide than the daily 
comparjfon of the banks of the fea, in their 
prefent ftate, with the ancient traces of its 
waters remaining on the mountains, could 
eleyate itfelf to the folution of the problem, 
The ancient Greeks, and ancient Romans 
too, had opportunities of admiring the moft 
fublime moral philofophy of the Sythians 3 
but the vaft idea of the revolutions of our 
globe is more aftonifhing, yndoybtedly, in 
a Tartar,. and his unaffected fimplicity ftill 
furtlter ingreated my admiration, We 
may judge from him that his cquntrymen 
intereft themfelves very little in the monu- 
ments which atteft the different ages of 
nature. They negleé alfo to avail them-~ 
felyeg of her labours, by working the 
mines of Tchadir-Dagué. The Genoefe, 

better 
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better informed, and certainly more co- 
vetous, had begun to extraét the gold, 
which is found in abundance in that moun- 
tain. It may alfo be prefumed that the 
Kam would not have remained infenfible to 
the,acquifition of thefe riches, had not the 
fear of exciting the avidity of the Porte led 
him to prefer inattivity to a labour, of 
which that government would have reaped 
the benefit. Nor was the danger of feeing 
thefe riches carried to Conftantinople, the 
only one to which the Kam of the Tartars 
would have been expofed, in working this 
gold mine; by neceflarily introducing 
perfons employed in the mint to direct 
the works, he muft have introduced the 
fcourge of prohibition into the Crimea, 
and the Tartar fovereigns humanely fa- 
crifice their intereft in this particular, to 
the public tranquility. There is certainly 

fome glory in being poor at this price. 
Accuftomed to an exiftence, the pleafures 
of which arife more from the richnefs of 
the foil, than from that pride which im- 
prifons itfelf under gilded roofs, the Tar- 
Cog tars 
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tars make an article of luxury of the very 
air they breathe; and this firft want of alt 
beings is fully gratified by the saad of 
the climate. 

The meteors which ane obferves in ae 
fky of the Crimea, at all {eafons, and the 
whitenefs of the Aurora Borealis, which 
are pretty frequent there, furnith certain 
proofs of the purity of the atmofphere. 
‘We may attribute this etberial quality, if 
I may be allowed the expreffion, to the 
immenfe dry plains to the northward of 
this country, and to the neighbourhood of 
Mount Caucafus, whofe fummits attrac, 
and abfarb all- the vapours arifing to the 
wedtward. 

Regular feafons, (gradually facceeding 
each other, unite with the excellence of 
the foil, to favour the moft luxuriant ve- 
geration. It confifls of a black virgin 
mmculd, mixed with fand, the bed of which 
estcnds from Leopold in the Red Ruffia, 
to this peninfula, The heat of the fun 
binge to perfection all forts of grain with 
y-ty litde Jabous on the part of the culti- 
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vator. This labour confifis, in faé in fur. 
rowing the land intended to be fown. Me= 
Jon feeds and aubergine }, peas and beans, 
mixed together in a bag, are fcattered by a 
man followingthe plough ; they do not take 
the pains to cover the feeds, but leave that 
to be done by the rains, and the field is 
quitted until the time of the different 
crops, when they have nothing left to do 
but to clear them from the confufion oc~ 
cafioned by this manner of fowing. 
Amongft the number of {pontaneous 
productions which cover the furface of the 
Crimea, afparagus, walnuts, and filberts, 
are xemarkable from their fize. There is 
likewife an aftonifhing quantity of flowers, 
whole fields, covered with tulips of the 
fmall f{pecies, form, from the variety of 
their colours, the moft pleafing pitture: 
The manner in which the vine is culti- 
vated in the Crimea, is not calculated to 
improve the quality of the grape. One 
fees, with regret, that the moit beautiful 
{ Very common in France; refembling, if not the 
fame as our egg plant, produced in hot-houfes, &c. 
expofures 
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expofures in the world cannot prevail on 
the inhabitants to prefer thofe fituations to 
the valleys; the vines are planted there in 
holes of eight or ten feet diameter, by four 
or five feet deep. The branches of the 
vine are fupported on the edges of thefe 
holes, covering the whole orifice with the 
leaves, undér which hang the grapes; de- 
prived by this means of the fun, but abun- 
dantly nourifhed by a foil always moitt, 
and fometimes drowned with the rain wa- 
ters which collect there. They ftrip off 
the leaves a month before the vintage, after 
which they cut the vines clofe to the 
ground; and the vineyard, ‘under water 
during the winter by the overflowing of 
the rivulets, is covered with all forts of 
aquatic birds, 

The moft remarkable of the different 
{pecies of thefe birds which abound in 
the Crimea, is a fort of wild goofe, longer 
legged than ours, with feathers of a lively 
brick colour. The Tartars pretend that 
the fleth of this animal is very dangerous ; 

I was 
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Iwas defirous, however, of taftingst, and 
found no bad effeéts from the experiment. 

There is no country where there are 
more quails than in the Crimea ; and thefe 
birds {pread over the whole country during 
the fummer, flock together at the ap- 
proach of autumn, to crofs over to the 
fouthern fhore of the Black Sea, from 
whence they pafs into a warmer climate. 
‘The order of their emigration is invariable, 
Towards the end of Auguft, the quails 
which are collected together in the Crimea, 
make choice of one of thofe f{erene days, 
when the northerly wind blowing at fun- 
fet, psomifes a fine night ; they calleé on 
the beach, begin their flight together, at 
fix or feven in the evening, and complete 
their paflage of fifty leagues by day-break, 
where the nets fpread on the oppofite fhore, 
and the fport{men lying in wait, enfoare 
the emigrants, 

The vatt plenty of waters in the Crimea, 
do not form there any remarkable river, 
and the proximity of the fhore attrafts eve- 
ry rivulet to the fea. The greateft heats 

never 
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mever dry up the fprings, and the inhabi- 
tants find in every hollow the moft delici- 
us watet, which by running alternately 
through agreeable meadows, and -falling 
amongft rocks, is beautifully limpid. The 
Tealian poplar is fond of growing near its 
and the quantity of thofe trees might make 
them to be looked upon as natives of the 
Crimea, did not the seftablithments of the 
Genoefe point out from whence: ica have 
been tranfplanted. 

That nation, which long pores by 
its induftry, had extended its commerce 
and its conquefts even into the Taurie 
Cherfonefus,: where the defcendants of the 
famous Gengis-Kan were compelled to fub- 
mit to the oppreffion of thefe merchants, 
until the reign of Mahomet the Second, 
who only freed the artars from the ty- 
zanay of the Genoefe, to fubftitute as hea- 
vy, perhaps, but certainly not fo fomil 
ating a yoke. 

. The traveller itil fees.in the Genes 
the remains of thof chains which bound 
the Tartars, and kept them in fubjection 

to 
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to the Genoefe. Thefe monuments of 
their tyranny, atteft at once the fear and 
uneafinefs of the tyrants. It is only on the 
fteepeft rocks that we find the traces of 
their ancient habitations. ‘The rock itfelf, 
which ferves as a foundation for thefe 
ftrong caftles, is hollowed all round, and 
Mill exhibits the plan of their dwellings. 
‘Their ftables are ftill to be feen, and the 
mangers cut out of the rock. The great- 
eft part of thefe hollow ways communicate 
with each other, and fome of them with 
the upper town, by fubterraneous paffages, 
the avenues to which are ftill open. I 
found in the middle of a pretty large hall, 
a {quare bafon of ten feet diameter, by feven 
feet deep, filled at this day with human 
bones. I fhall hazard no conjecture dn 
this circumftance, but content myfelf with 
relating what may fill be feen, fince thefe 
ruins are only at two leagues diftance from 
Baétchéferay. Several of thefe retreats, 
cut out of the rock, are to be feen in the 
Crimea, and always on mountains difficult 
of accefs ; it may be sprefumed, that they 

ferved 
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ferved as an afylum for the flocks of the 
Genoefe, which fed on the plains in the 
day time, and were fhut big by them dy- 
ring the night. 

The ftoepeft places have been at ‘al times 
the afylum of liberty, or the haunt of ty- 
rants; rocks are; in fad, the fituations 
the moft capable of diffipating the fears 
which affail alike the oppreflor and op- 
prefled. 

It is probable that the town of Caffa, 
which is ftill the centre of the commerce 
of the Crimea, had the fame pre-eminence 
in the time of the Genoefe; but on confi- 
dering the beauty of the port of Baltk- 
Java, and fome ruins of ancient buildings, 
one is led to imagine that they had not ne- 
glected to make ufe of it. This harbour 
is fituated on the moft foutherly part of 
the Crimea ; the two promontories which 
form the entrance, are the firft land which 
appears to the north-eaft of the Thracian 
Bofphorus: This port, befides its proxi- 
mity, extent, and 4ecurity, is in the heigh« 
bourhood of forefts, which might fornith 

thip 
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‘fhip timber. At prefent, totally abandon- 

ed, the port of Baluk-lava preferves no- 
thing but the traces of its ancient impor- 
tance, as we'have already feen, that the 
tombs ftill vifible at Krim, the ancient ca- 
pital of the peninfula, are the only marks 
of a town which was ‘formerly of fome 
confideration. 

There are few towns in the Crimea 
worthy of being mentioned, Guex-levé 
merits, however, to be fpoken of, on ac- 
count of its harbour, on the weftern fide 
of the peninfula, and Acmedchid, the refi- 
ence of the Calga Guitan +. 

After running overghe principal objects 
connected with the natural hiftory of the 
Crimea, let us caft a more attentive eye on 
the political fituation of the Tartars, and 
on the principles of their government. 

The countries comprized under the 
name of Little Tartary, are the peninfula 
of Crimea, the Cuban, -a part of Circaffia, 
and all that territory which feparates the 
Ruffian empire from the Black Sea... This 


4} We thall Se further what this dignity is. 
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zone, from Moldavia to near ‘Taganrog, 
fituated between the 46th and 44th dev 
grees of-latitude, is 30 or 40 leagues broad, 
by near 200 long. It containe from Eait 
to weft, the Yetitche Koulé, the Dgam- 
boylouk, the Yedeffan, and Bafs-Arabia. 
‘The latter province, called at prefent the 
Boudjak, is inhabited by Tartars fettled in 
villages, a5 well as thofe of rhe peninfula, 
but the inhabitants of the three other pro- 
vinces have only tents made of felt, which 
they remove at pleafure. 

Thefe people called Noguais, and who 
are fuppofed to be wandering tribes, are 
fettled however in tye vallies which inter- 
{e@ the plains they inhabit from North to 
South ; and their tents ranged along them 
in one line, form a kind of villages from 
30 ta gg.Jeagues in length, which diftins 
guith the different hords. 

Te dg natural to imagine that the rural 
and frugal way of life of this paftoral peo- 
ple, is entre favourable to population than 
smongtt polithed nations, where - mule 
pligd. wants, and = of Ingury, . sadi- 

ves cally 
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cally deftroy it, It is obferved, in. fact, 
that the population is already lefs confide- 
rable, even under the roofs of the Crimea, 
and the Boudjak, than under the tents of 
the Noguais; but there is no other method 
of computing the numbet of the people 
than by the appearance of the mili- 
tary force the Kam is able to bring 
into the field. We thall fee this Prince 
very foon levy three armies at the fame 
time ; that which he commands in pers 
fon of 100,000 men, that of his Calga 
of 60,000, and that of his Nouradin 
of 40,000. He might have raited dou- 
ble the number, without prejudice to the 
neceflary labour; aud if we confider the 
number of faldiers, and the furface of the 
‘Tartarian ftates, we may form fome com- 
parifon between their population and ours. 

The moft certain method of eftimating 
the power of thefe nations, is by feeing 
them af in armies. Bur it is well to he+ 
gin by attending to the nature of their fare 
ges, and-the means of collecting them 
Thefe means are connected with the go- 

You. I. Dd vernment, 


402 MEMOIRS OF THE 


vernment, and the origin of all govern- 
ment, forms an effential part of hiftory. 
That of the Tartars, in particular, pre- 
fents the image of a vaft ocean, with the 
extent of which we never can become ac- 
quainted, but by following the courfe of 
the farrounding coafts. The annals of 
this people are to be found no where but 
amongft fuch nations as have had the 
misfortune to be near them, and which 
they have fucceffively over-run. Thefe 
very nations, however, who have written 
very little, or not at all, on the fubject, 
leave {carcely any materials for hiftory be- 
yond conjedture ; but fuch as they are, 
on comparing them with the annals of all 
people, we are compelled to admit, that 
the Tartars, above other nations, have the 
beft afcertained claims to antiquity. 
Without pretending to a profound in- 
quiry into the great queftion which 
occupies the men of letters at this 
day, that of the true fituation of the 
ifland of the Atlantes, I thall only obferve, 
on the platform of Tartary, which pro- 
Jongs 
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longs to the north the chain of mtountains 
of Caucafus and Thibet. As for the Ifle 
of Corea, judging from the courfe of the 
waters, which from the centre of Afia 
empty themfelves to the fouthward and 
northward of that part of the globe, it 
forms the moft elevated portion of thofe 
lands which feparate the feas of India from 
Kamftchatka. This obfervation alone feems 
to render it certain, that this country, pof- 
feffed at prefent by the Tartars, muft have 
been the fir difcovered land in Afiay and 
the earlieft inhabited; the fource of that 
population which firft fent forth thofe 
fwarms which, conftantly driven back by 
the wall of China, and the defiles of Thi- 
bet and of Caucafus, fell upon the northern 
parts of Afia, and overflowed our Europe, 
under the name of Goths, Oftrogoths, and 
Vifigoths. 

Befides thefe geographical obfervations, 
this hypothefis is ftill further fupported 
by the Tartar tradition, communicated to 
me by Krim-Gueray. We fhall foon fee 
this Prince on the throne, and have reae 

Dd2 foa 
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fon to admire his courage, his information, 
his philofophy, and death. 

It would be difficult to extra& any thing 
fure and well afcertained, from the annals 
of the Tartars, prior to Jengis-Kam ; but 
we know that this Prince, elected Grand 
Kam, by the Kams of the different tribes, 
was only chofen to be the King of Kings, 
becaufe he was the moft powerful amongft 
them. We know, likewife, that at this 
period Jengis-Kam conceived and carried 
into execution the projects of invafion on 
which he founded the greateft empire re- 
corded in hiftory. The emigrations fubfe- 
quent to this conqueror, and which have 
covered the conquered countries, prove alfo 
the degree of population neceflary to fupply 
thefe overflowings ; and all thefe circum- 
ftances combined, carry back the origin of 
this family to the remoteft periods of time. 

_ An uninterrupted fucceffion has conti- 
nued to our days; this dynafty of Princes 
of the Jengis-Kam race, as wells the feu- 
dal government, which fiill prevails in 
Tartary, amongft them, are ftill to be 
found the firft laws by which we were go- 

vernedy~ 
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verned—the fame prejudices which pre- 

vailed amongft us; and if we combine 

thefe refemblances with the emigrators of . 
this ancient people towards the north, and 

thofe of the north towards us, we hall 

have no difficulty, perhaps, in acknow- 

ledging the fource of our moft ancient cuf- 

toms. 

After the Sovereign family, the next in 
rank are the familiesof Chirin, of Mantfour, 
of Sedjoud, of Argifin, and of Baroun- 
The family of Jengis-Kam furnith the 
Lords Paramount, and the five others the 
five great vaflals of the empire. Thofe 
who are called Beys, are always reprefent- 
ed by the eldeft of each family ; and this is 
invariable. Thefe ancient Mirzas, whofe 
ftock is placed by the Tartar annals 
amongft the companions of Jengis-Kam, 
form, in ‘the above gradation, the great 
nobility of the country: they can never 
be confounded with the ennobled families. 
The latter, united under the denomination 
of a Mirza Capikouly, that is to fay, Mirza, 
flave of the Prince, have, neverthelefs, a 

Dd3 Bey 
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Bey who reprefents them, and the rights 
of the great vaflalage, that of fitting in 
the aflembly of the flates. Amongtt the 
Mirzas Capikouly, the family of Koudalak, 
diftinguithed by the ancient date of its crea- 
tion, enjoys the exclufive right of furnifh- 
ing from the eldeft of its members, the 
reprefentatives of all the ennobled families ; 
and thefe fix Beys, joined to the Lord Pa- 
ramount, form the Senate, the Selec 
Court, the Supreme Power of the 'Tartars. 

Thefe affemblies are never convoked but 
on extaordinary occafions, to prevent the 
Kam, who has the privilege of calling to- 
gether the grand vaffals, from taking ad- 
vantage of their abfence, to extend his au- 
thority beyond the bounds of the feudal 
{yftem : the Bey of the Chirins conftantly 
reprefents the other Beys ; and this Chief 
of the Tartar nobility, as well as the So- 
vereign, has his Calga, his Nouradin, his 
Minifters, and the right of calling together 
the aflembly of the Beys, thould this con- 
vocation, negle&ted by the Kam, become 
neceflary to counteract even his defigns. 

: ; The 
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The poft of Calga of the Chirins, is always 
held by the eldeft of the family, after the 
Bey; this chief, therefore, has always his 
fucceffor near him, and this counterpoife 
of the Sovereign’s power is always in ac- 
tion. 

The fame conftitution which combines 
all its forces againit the attempts of def- 
potifm, is equally jealous of the fecurity 
and ftability of the lawful power of the 
Sovereign. The great Tartar vaffals ap- 
pear, in fact, to have no other connection 
with the government, than as columns to 
the edifice which they fupport, without 
being able to fhake it. There is no exam- 
ple amongft this people of fuch trouble as 
agitated France, during the whole period 
of the exiftence of the feudal fyftem. The 
Tartar government, ftill in its purity, 
leaves no opening for ambition. In France 
men were born great vaffals, in Tartary 
they have hardly time to be fo. 

It is propable that the fame order was 
formerly eftablithed in the Sovereign’s: fa- 
mily, and that the Kam of the Tartars was 

Dd4 always 
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always the eldeft member of that family; 
but whatever was the order of iu¢ceffion 
before the arrival of the Genoefe in the Cri- 
mea, at that ra, we plainly difcover 
tyranny countenancing intrigues; three 
Kams eleéted at a time, and Mingli-Gue- 
ray, who had the beft founded pretenflons, 
was kept a prifoner at Mancoup. 
Mahomet the Second had juft complet- 
ed the conqueft of Conftantinople, and ex- 
pelled the Genoefe : he then flew to drive 
them likewife from the Crimea, and ta 
refcue Mingli-Gueray from their harids 3 
but he did not re-eftablith him on the 
throne, before he concluded a treaty with 
that Prince, which gave to the Porte- his 
nomination, and that of his fucceffors. A 
great part of Romelia was given as a de: 
pendency to the Jengis-Kam Princes, rich 
fucceflions were’ aecepted as a price for the 
liberty of the Tartar Sultans, and the gua- 
ranty of their fubmiffion ; and each Prince 
of the reigning family, from that inftant, 
formed hopes of attaining the throne by his 
intrigues at Conftantinople. 
Notwith- 
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Notwithitanding the precaution of Ma- 
homet the Second, conqueror of the Ge- 
notfe in Tartary, to infure the execution 
of his treaty with Mingli-Gueray, it is 
certain that the contrasting parties could 
not really ftipulate any thing, but in vir 
tue of their refpettive rights; that thoi 
of the Tartar Republic could not be com- 
promifed, and that the depofing of the 
Lord Paramount of the Tartars, afcribed 
to the Grand Signior, could convey no le. 
gal prejudice to the independence of the 
nation. The jus publicum, therefore, 
the public right of the Tartars, has 
been overlooked, or miftaken by other 
powers, when they have taken upon them 
to pronounce the independence of this nation. 
‘To declare a nation’ free, which has never 
ceafed to be fo, is the firft ad of its fub- 
jection. 

‘The political methods adopted in the 
Crimea to maintain a perfe&t equilibrium 
between the great vaflals and the Para- 
mount, rendered it neceflary that the dif 
tribution of lands fhould’be {uch as to en- 

fure 
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fore its duration. But this partition itfelf 
mutt partake of the different modes of liv- 
ing of the inhabitants, 

The lands of the Crimea, and of Bafs- 
Arabia, are divided into noble fields, royal 
domains, and lands held by foccage. The 
firft, which are all hereditary, do not hold 
even of the crown, and pay no quit rent. 
Thofe of the domain are partly annexed to 
certain offices by way of falary; the far- 
plus is diftributed by the Sovereign to 
whom he thinks proper. The droit d'au- 
baine, or efcheat, eftablifhed in the Crimea 
in default of heirs in the feventh degree, 
gives the Kam that privilege over every 
thing which refpedts the property of the 
nobles ; and each Minga poflefles the fame 
right over the property of the inferior 
claffes, in the whole extent of his fief. It 
is on this principle, alfo, that the annual 
poll tax is collected from all the Chriftian 
and Jew vaffals, and this latter obje& gives 
the utmoft extent of the moft abfolute pro- 
perty to the eftates of the nobility of Tar- 


tary. 
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Itis only on the affembling of the ftates, 
likewife, that the Mirzas, pofleflors of 
fiefs, are bound to military fervice; but I 
thall treat of this article when I come to 
the circumftances which bring all thefe 
details into action. 

+ Thefe diftinétions of territorial property 
are not known amongift the Noguais; and’ 
this paftoral people, occupied entirely with 
their flocks, are left in the full enjoyment 
of their plains, knowing no other bounda- 
ries than thofe traced out between the 
neighbouring hords. 

But if the Noguais Mirzas partake with 
their vaffals of the community of the {oil, 
if they even affix a fort of difgrace to agri- 
culture, they are not on that account lefs 
powerful. Retired during the winter in 
the vallies, occupied by the hords, each of 
them collects in his aoul+, the tribute 
which is due to him, in cattle and provi- 
fion ; and when the fowing feafon comes, 
he goes into the plain with his hufband- 

+ Aoul; part of ahord, which comprehends the 
vailals holding under the fame noble, 

then 
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men, fixes on the {pot for cultivation, and 
divides it amonpit the vaffals. 

By thus chariging their tillage, the No- 
guais unite excellent pafturage with the 
moft plentiful crops, from fads which 
are never exhaufted. 

The right of Corvée, or binddags, which, 
having lefs connettion, doubtlefs, with the 
feudal fyftem, than with the luxury of the 
great vaffals and Lords of fiefs, prevails 
Jikewifé in the Crimea, is unknown to the 
Noguais; but they pay a tenth to the Go- 
vernor of the province. 

The Sultans, who are generally invefted 
with thefe governments, refide there un- 
der the title of Serafkers, and command 
as Viceroys. But the firft dignity of 
the empire is Calga, always conferred 
by the Kam on one of the Princes of his 
houfe, in whom he places the moft confi- 
dence. His refidence is at Ackméchid, a 
town fituated at four leagues from Baétché- 
feray, where he enjoys all the decorum of 
the foversignty. His Minifters carry his 
orders into execution, and his jurifdiction 
extends very near to Cafa, 

The 
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‘The dignity of Calga, formerly deftined 
for the prefumptive heir, ftill preferves the 
privilege of holding the reins of govern- 
ment in cafe of the Sultan’s death, and un~ 
til the arrival of his fucceffor. He com- 
mands in chief the Tartar armies, when the 
Kam does not’ himfelf take the field; and 
he inherits, as Lord Paramount, the pro- 
perty of all the Mirzas who die within his 
dependencies, without heirs of the feventh 
degree of affinity. 

The poft of Novradin, the fecond dig- 
nity of the kingdom, is held alfo by a 
Sultan, who has likewife the right of hav- 
ing Minifters; but thefe, as well as their 
mafter, ate without any a@tive fundtions. 
This little Court, which has no other re« 
fidence than Battchéferay, is confounded 
with that of the Kam; thould fomé event, 
however, occafion troops to be fent into 
the field, the command of which is en- 
trufted tothe Novradin, his authority, as 
well as that of his Minifters, acquires from 
that moment all the attivity of the fove- 
reign power. 

The 
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‘The third dighity of the kingdom, held 
by a Sultan under the title of Or-Bey, 
Prince of Orcapi, has fometimes been con- 
ferred on Chirin-Mirzas, who had efpoufed 
Princefles of the blood royal. Thefe no- 
bles, who difdain the firft places in the 
Miniftry, and will only accept of thofe 
deftined for the Sultans, have been allow- 
ed alfo to hold exterior governments ; but 
thefe governments of the frontiers are ge- 
nerally poflefled by the fons or nephews 
of the reigning Prince. They are Generals 
of the troops of their particular provinces ; 
and when thofe of Boud-jak, Yedefan, and 
the Cuban, are called out, they are always 
commanded by the Sultan Serafkers, even 
after a junétion with the forces under the 
Kam, the Calga, or the Nouradin. 

The hord of the Dgamboylouk is go- 
verned only by a Cuiamakan, or Lieutenant 
of the King; he performs, therefore, the 
functions of Serafker, and conducts the 
troopsto the army, andthen refigns his com- 
mand to the commander in chief, to re- 
turn to his governmént, and to have an eye 

to 


BARON DE TOTT. Als 


to the fecurity of the plains, which are 
fituated before the ifthmus of the Crimea. 

Befides thefe principal employments, the 
revenues of which arife from certain du- 
ties colleéted in the provinces, there are 
two female dignities. That of Ala-Bey, 
which the Sultan commonly beftows on 
his mother or one of his wives; and that of 
Ouloukany, conferred on the eldeft of his 
fifters or daughters. Several villages are 
under the dependencies of thefe Princefles, 
who take cognizance of the differences be- 
tween their fubjeéts, and diftribute fuftice 
through their intendants, who fit for thar 
purpofe at the gate of the Seraglio, the 
neareft to the harem. 

T fhall enter into no details concerning 
the Mufti, the Vifir, and the other Mi- 
nifters, whofe offices are analagous to their 
correfponding fituations in Turkey, with 
this difference, that the principles and cuf- 
toms of the feudal government moderate 
their exercife in this country. 

‘Therevenues of theKam fcarcely amount 
to 600,000 livres, (about gr,o00l. fter- 

ling) 
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ling) for the fupport of his houthold; but 
if this moderate income reftriGs the Ii. 
berality of the Prince, it does not prevént 
him from being generous. A number of 
Mirzas live entirely at his expence, until 
the droit d’aubaine, or efcheat I have {po 
ken of, furnithes him the means of getting 
tid of them, by granting them fome part 
of his domain. 

Befides, the raifing of his troops puts 
him to no expence. All the lands are 
held by military fervice, nor does the So- 
vereign fupport any expences of juftice, 
which is gratuitoufly diftributed through- 
out the whole his extent of government, 
as well as by the particular jurifdiftions in 
their refpective diftriats ; appeals lie from 
thefe fubordinate judicaturcs to the tribu- 
nal of the Paramount. 

The moft complete education in Tar- 
tary, extends no farther than to the know- 
ledge of reading and writing; but if the 
inftruétion of the Mingas be neglected, 
they are diftinguthed by an eafy politenefs 
refalting from the habit of familiarity, in 
which 
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which they accuftomed to live with their 
Princes, which never deviate into dif- 
refpe&, 

Baétchéferay, neverthelefs, contains a 
very valuable hiftorical journal, undertaken 
by the anceftors of a family who have al- 
ways preferved, and carefully continued it: 
This manufcript, begun by its author, by 
colleéting the moft ancient traditions, con- 
tains all the fucceffive fa&ts down to the 
prefent day. The event of my miffion 
into Tartary, occafioned the perfon who 
was continuing the journal, to apply to 
me for fome information, by which means 
I difcovered it. I made a fruitlefs attempt 
to obtain fuch an acquifition ; ten thoufand 
crowns (£ 1250 fterling) could not tempt 
him, and circumftances did not allow me 
time to procure extracts from it. 

The gazettes have faid enough of the 
troubles which in our time have diftraéted 
Poland, and of the difcuffions between the 
Porte and Ruffia. Makfoud-Gueray found 
himfelf in the very centre of this confla~ 
gration, and compelled to play a confide- 

Vou. I. Ee rable 
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rable part in it; he-trembled forthe confe- 

quences to himfelf, faw his fucceffor in 

Krim-Gueray, and was not deceived in any 
. of his conjectures. 

‘The affair of Baita, however, determi- 
ned the Grand Signior to difplay the ftand- 
ard of Mahomet. The Ruffia Minifter 
was fent to the Seven Towers; and Krim- 
Gueray, seplaced on ‘the throne .of ‘the 
Tartars, was-called to Conftantinople, to 
‘concert with his Hignefs'the firft military 
operations. ‘This news reached Baétchéfe- 
ray ‘with -the -intelligence of the depo- 
fing of Makfoud. ‘The fame meflenger 
brought ofders fori the new-Kiam to .inftal 
a Gaimakon +,.and for fixing the , general 
rendezvous’ at-Kaouchan, in Bafs-Arabia. 
T haitened to go there,. and was . preparing 
to meet Krim-Gueray:at the Danube, when 

-Tireceived a mefenger from him, difpen- 
‘finig- with that: formality, limiting the: ce. 
remonial to my accompanyiag bim: on skis 
‘entry, -afluring me.of his favour, .and-de- 
. + This title which fignifies « holding place,” an- 

fiers to'that of Regent. 
firing 
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‘firing me to prepare a fupper for him on 
the day of his arrival. 

This opening appeared to me very flats 
tering ; but the fupper would have em- 
barrafled me, had not the courier who 
conveyed the meffage given me the necefla- 
ry hints. He was his confidential man. — 
** Our mafter loves fith,” fays he, “ he 
knows that your cook dreffes it very well ; 
his own puts nothing but water in the 
fauces.” This was enough for me to dif- 
cover the Prince’s tafte, and I gave orders 
for the beft fith of the Neifter to be drown- 
ed in excellent wine. 

‘The Kam was to make his entry the 
next day. I mounted my horfe, and met 
him at two leagues diftance from the town. 
He was attended by a numerous cavalcade, 
and the reception he gave me, correfpond- 
ed with the teftimonial of his favour which 
preceded him. 

Krim-Gueray, about fixty years of age, 
joined to an advantageous fize, a noblecar- 
wiage, eafy manners, a majeftic counte- 
mance, a lively look, and the happy talent 

Ee: of 
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of affuming at pleafure the appearance of 
gentle affability, or of 2 commanding fe- 
verity. The circumftance of the war 
brought in his train a great number of 
Sultans, feveral of whom were his‘ child- 
ten. His fecond fon was particularly point- 
ed out to meas a young man whofe youth- 
ful courage was burning to diftinguith it- 
felf, and who, from the habitual exercife 
of his ftrength, was eafily able to bend two 
bows at atime. He had purfued this ex- 
ercife from his infancy; and when this 
Prince was hardly nine years old, his fa- 
ther, withing to pique his vanity, faid to 
him, with a contemptuous air, that “a 
diftaff fuited better a poltroon like him.” 
$© Poltroon !” replied the child, turning 
pale, “I fear nobody,—not even you!” 
letting fly an arrow, which fortunately 
ftruck only a bafket of wooden ware, into 
which the iron tip of the arrow went two 
fingers deep. As the greateft mildnefs, 
as well as the general conduét of the child, 
previous to this fit of paffion, gave proofs 
of the ftrongeft filial refpeét, fuch violence 
: can 
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can onily be attributed, in this inftance, to 
an exceffive fenfibility on the point of ho- 
nour. 

Every thing neceflary was prepared at 
the gate of the town for the public entry 
and inftallation of the Kam, where he dif+ 
mounted for a moment, to put him{clf in 
order, under a tent made ready for the’ 
purpofe. Drefled in a cap loaded with 
two aigrets, enriched with dianonds, his 
bow and quiver flung acrofs his body, pre- 
ceded by his guard, and feveral led horfes, 
whofe head-ftalls were ornamented with 
tufts of feathers, followed by the ftandard 
of the Prophet, and accompanied by all 
his court, this Prince repaired to his pa- 
Jace, where he received in the hall of the 
Divan, feated on his throne, the homage 
of all the grandees. 

This ceremony employed us till the 
hour of the fupper I had prepared for him, 
and which my cook was permitted to ferve 
up. ‘The Prince’s cooks, apprized of this 
rivality, endeavoured alfo to diftinguifh 
themfelves, but they could not contend 

Ee3 againft 
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againtt the wine fauces, They fucceeded 
no better in their made difhes; and the 
fuperiority of the French kitchen procured 
me the advantage of daily furnithing a do- 
zen of articles at all the Prince’s entertain- 
ments, 

Krim-Gueray did not confine his tafte 
to good cheer, every pleafure had its 
charms for him. A numerous orcheftra, 
atroop of comedians and buffoons, whom 
he had alfo in his pay, by varying his 
amufements, filled up all his evenings, and 
relieved him from the fatigues of political 
affairs, and preparations for war, with 
which the day was taken up. 

The aétivity of this Prince, for whom 
nothing was too arduous, made him re- 
quire alfo a great‘fhare of it from others, 
and I may venture to fay that I had the 
good fortune to fatisfy him. I had the 
honour of his confidence, was admitted to 
his parties of plesfure, and I amufed my- 
felf greatly with the curious and varied 
pitture of his court. 

Kaouchan 
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Kaouchan was become the centre of Tar- 
tary ; all orders were iffued from thence ; 
people flocked there from all parts; and 
the croud of his courtiers augmented every 
day. The new Minifters, whom I had 
known in the Crimea, and who perceived 
the particular favour with which I was 
honoured by the Kam, made choice of me 
to obtain from their mafter a favour they 
would not. themfelves have prefumed to 
folicit. The experience of his former 
reign, had made them feel that it was of 
the laft importance to keep him from a firft 
a& of feverity, which once committed, 
however repugnant at firft to his difpofition, 
no perfon could tell where his cruelty 
would ftop. An unhappy Tartar having 
ated contrary to too fevere an ordinance, 
was condemned by the Kam to fuffer death ; 
preparations were making for conducting 
the wretch to the place of punifhment, at 
the moment of my arrival at the palace; 
feveral Sultans immediately got round me, 
explained the circumftance, and defired 
me to preferve the Tartars from the confe- 

Ee4 quences 
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quences of this execution. I entered into 
the apartment of Krim-Guerty, whom I 
found ftill agitated ‘with the efforts it had 
coft him to order the execution. I ap- 
proached him, and inclining myfelf to kifs 
his hand, which I had never before done, 
J held it, notwithftanding the attempt he 
made to withdraw it. ‘ What would you 
have ?” faid he, with a look of {.verity.— 
*¢ The pardon of the criminal,” anfwered 
I. « What concern can you have,” re- 
plied he, “in this wretch’s fate ?”— 
«¢ None,” added I; “* a man who has dif- 
obeyed you can infpire me with none; it 
is only for you, Sire, that J am concerned ; 
you would foon become cruel, were you, 
but for a moment, too fevere; and you 
shave no reafon to ceafe being good, to be 
conftantly feared and refpécted.” He fmi- 
led, and abandoning me his hand, I kiffed 
it; and flew, by his defire, to announce 
the pardon he had granted. The joy 
produced by this circumftance was conti- 
nued by a new Turkith Comedy, of a to- 
lerably burlefque kind. Krim-Gueray, 
during the reprefentation, afked me many 

gucftions 
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queftions about Molierc’s plays, which. he 
had heard fpoken of. What I told him of 
the dramatic laws, and of the decency ob- 
ferve on our theatres, gave him a difgutt 
for the farces with which the Turks are 
Mill obliged to be fatistied. He perceiv- 
ed of himfelf, that the Tartuffe was pre- 
ferable to Pourceaugnac; but he could not 
perceive how fuch a character as the Bour- 
geois Gentilbomme could exifl in a fociety 
where the difference of rank is fo perfectly 
underftood, and fo invariably eftablithed ; 
and I rather chofé to let him remain in ig- 
norance, and imagine the poct was,in the 
wrong, than to undertake his juftification, 
by expofing the hiftory of our irregularities. 
“¢ But,” added he, ‘ if it be irapoffible to 
carry on the deception refpeéting birth, a 
man may cafily impofe upon the world by 
his charaéter. Every country has its Zar- 
tuffes; (hypocrites) Tartary has hers ;— 
and you will oblige me by getting this 
piece tranflated ¥. 
Whitt 
* Mr. Rufin, Secretary Interpreter of the King at 


Verfailies, undertook this work. His underftanding 
would 
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‘Whilft our imagination was occupied by 
thefe peaceful projects, an Envoy from the 
Confederates of Poland arrived at Kaou- 
cha, to concert with the Kam the open- 
ing of the campaign. This Prince had 
promifed the Grand Signior to begin by an 
incurfion into New Servia: the Polith 
Ukraine might fuffer by this, and it re~ 
quired, therefore, fome preliminary ne-~ 
gociations, to which the powers of the 
Polith Envoy appeared infufficient. Time 
preffled, however; and Krim-Gueray was 
defirous that I thould go to the neighbour- 
hood of Kotchim, to treat, in his name, 
with the principal Confederates, who had 
taken refuge there. But, flattered as I 
was with this mark of the Prince’s confi- 
dence, I did not choofe to accept the com- 
miffion ‘without a Tartar colleague, who 
was named on the fpot, and, as well as 
myfelf, was inveftcd with full powers. 
Our Embafly required more difpatch than 
luxury, and we flept the very next day 
would have laid the foundation of good tafte amongft 
the Tartars, had circamftances permitted him to de- 
dicate his time to it. 

within 
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within the confines of Moldavia. ‘The 
pidture of the moft horrid devaftation pre- 
ceeded even the war in that country; and 
the terror of the inhabitants from the in- 
curfions alone of fome troops, had already 
occafioned this calamity. The defertion 
of the villages, and the ceffation of all huf~ 
bandry, did not pron:ife that abundance of 
provifions for the iubfiftence of the Ottd« 
man army, which they had reafon to ex- 
pect on the borders of the Danube; but 
thefe reflections, which I made to my col- 
league, feemed to intereft him infinitely 
Jefg than the {carcity we were then fuffer- 
ing, until our arrival at Dankowtga +. 
‘Fhe Counts Crazinfki and Potocki, re+ 
ceived us there with all the refpe& due to 
the Prince we reprefented ; but the excel- 
jent Tokay wine with which they regaled 
us, gave much more pleafure to the Tar- 
tar Ambaffador. I had brought him in 
my carriage; but the inconvenience of an 
elevated feat, made him defire a Turkith 
+ A village near Kotchim, whither the Confe- 

derates retired after the declaration of war. 
waggon 
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waggon for bis return, in which he might 
lie at his eafe. I made a point of procur~ 
ing this fatisfaction for a man whofe great 
age, and amiable charaéter, were equally 
interefting. A waggon followed with our 
baggage and fome fervants. We travelled 
in this manner by a different road, which 
we were affured was better, although fome- 
what longer. Very heavy falls of fnow, 
were juft fucceeded by a pretty fevere froft ; 
it was neceflary to avail ourfelves of this 
circumftance to pafs at Gue-le Pruth, be- 
fore the fwell of the river, which would 
be occafioned by the flighteft thaw. Con- 
duéted by a guide, we reached the borders 
of that river, where the ice was drifting 
rapidly with the current. I was unac- 
quainted with the depth of it, and was 
afraid of the experiment ; but my conduc- 
tor encouraged me, by going before my 
carriage, which led the way. It was 
drawn by fix good horfes, and was heavy 
enough. to refift the current, and confe-. 
quently arrived fafe on the oppofite fide: I 
haftened to get on fhore to look after the 

two 
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two waggons, for which J was uneafy on 
account of their lightnefs. They were 
fearely a third of the paflage before the 
water began to lift them up. I called to 
them to ftap ; but inftead of liftening to 
me, the poftillions bear up their horfes, 
the two carriages are overfet, and in an 
inftant the river hurries them along pell 
mell, with the flakes of floating ice. I fly 
to the poftillion of my carriage, to order 
him to ynharnefs his horfes, and go to the 
affiftance of the Tartar Envoy and my 
people ; I find him on the bank expiring 
with cold; I drag him near an adjoining 
ditch, where I precipitate him, and cover 
him with fhow. My coachman had al- 
ready followed the courfe of the river as 
far as a mill, where, by his cries, he had 
drawn the attention of the millers. I ar- 
rive there foon after, and find them em- 
ployed’in fithing up, with crooks, thofe 
who had been under water. But I fearch 
in vain my ancient colleague, and I was 
agitated with the utmoft violence of de- 
Spair for his fate, when I heard his voice, 

defiring 
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dlefiring me to calm myfelf, whilft he was 
jn the midft of the flakes of ice, and his 
head barely out of water, peeping through 
the door of his carriage. He was only 
ftopped by a thallow place, from whence 
the fmalleft force would have detached 
him. I was at length fortunate enough to 
relieve him, and to colleét together all my 
fhipwrecked companions, whom it was 
till neceffary to preferve from the danger 
of perithing with cold; and, in fa&, the 
froft had fo hardened their cloaths, that 
they could not be ftripped until the heat of 
a good fire had foftened the ftuff. As foon 
as I was fure that the care of the millers 
would be fufficient for them, I ran with 
my coachman to bring back my poftillion, 
who was recovered by the fhow. We faw 
him, on our arrival, employed in getting 
out af the hale, into which I had thrown 
him: the good fire at the mill completely 
reftored him; and I was agreeably fur- 
prized, on my return, to find all my bag. 
gage filhed up. I provided in the beft 
manner I could for the frefh fuecours 

which 
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swhich the cixcumftances requised, and J 
faon bad ttime.to fympathize with anyook- 
Jeague, who having himfelf run the gréeat- 
seft-rifgué, -would {peak of nothing but.my 
anxiety onhis.account. ‘Thhe-time «necofe 
wary for:drying their.dloaths, putting our 
‘waggons in order, and vittualling our 
troop, delayed our.departure until the next 
‘day, ‘Hitherto I had no reafon:to praife’ 
ithe route we:had:taken ; and the badiroads 
ywe met with -would have completely dif 
agufted.me, ‘had it.not been for the hope af 
-wery .faon arriving at -Botouchan. This 
ywas defcribed to me as.one-of themoft.cone 
ifaberabletowns in Maldavia~-~es a promifed 
dand, where I might Jay in :provifions for 
the:rematnder of my journey : .it ywas-filll 
sday light when-.we entered.the:town, but 
aye found. it:tovally :deferted, and we -hafl 
usathingrtodo but to:enter the beft-fooking 
thoufe :zmongft them, for :they were dll 
apn, avbich cbelonged ty .a ;Boyard f, :as 
amy comisctorttoki:me. ‘This -fituation af 
reese few sncfouroes 3 I prevailmienany. 


:: Boyard,—a" Moldavian geatleman, . 
* guide, 
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guide, however, to go, from me, to afk 
affiftance from the fuperior of a neighbour- 
ing convent. J was waiting with impati-~ 
ence for his return, when a coach with fix 
‘horfes appeared in the court-yard ; it was 
the mafter of the houfe. He told me on 
entcring, that informed by my emiffary of 
the honour I had done him in taking up 
my abode at his houfe, and hearing of my 
wants, he was come that no other perfon 
might have the fatisfaétion of providing for 
them. So polite an opening gave us freth 
hopes; and the arrival of provifions prov- 
ed they were not ill founded. However 
confequential my hoft might appear, I foon 
perceived that he was not the eagle of the 
diftri&t, and that giving way, from feeble- 
nefs of character, to every impulfe, the 
Jat {pesker, with him, was always the 
moft perfuafive orator; I confequently 
found no difficulty in demonftrating to 
him the danger to which the Boyards ex- 
pofed themfelves, by not preventing the 
inhabitants from quitting their houfes, and 
even by fetting them the example. He 

informed 
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jnformed me that all the inhabitants of the 
town, to the number of {even or eight 
thoufand, terrified at the bad treatment 
and ravages of fome Sipahis, had taken re- 
fuge in the convent which I had fent to; 
that feveral Boyards, as timid as the mul- 
titude, fomented this confufion, without 
forefeeing the bad confequences. “ Iwas 
onecf the number,” added he, ‘* but you 
have made me change my opinion ; come 
with me and do the fame fervice to my 
companions.” The pleafure of bringing 
back all thefe unfortunate people to their 
habitations, who were threatened: by no 
immediate danger, made me infenfible to 
the rifque of attempting this good work, 
I kept my hoft all night, and, as my road 
lay dire€tly before the gate of the monaf- 
tery, the next morning the cries of the 
women and children, the tumult of the 
multitude crouded together, and the pic- 
ture of the furrounding mifery, determined 
me to follow my Boyard. He affifted me 
in paffing through the croud to a flight of 
fteps, on the top of which his companions" 
Vor. L Ff received 
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received me, and introduced me into the 
hall; where they held their meetings. I 
had produced fuch an effe&t on my hoft, 
that fill full of my arguments, he was 
willing to attempt the converfion of his 
companions; but he was inftantly inter- 
rupted by the reproaches they fhowered 
upon him, which confirmed me in my 
opinion, that he at leaft was not the leader 
ofa party. I then thought it time to dif- 
play my eloquence, but I foon perceived 
that it would have no great fuccefs; my 
audience was tumultuous, and the tumult 
left very little interval to the calm I had 
endeavoured to eftablifh. I next had re- 
courfe to more efficacious meafures. A 
panic had occafioned this diforder ; a more 
fubftantial terror appeared to me the only 
remaining remedy. I changed my tone, 
and threatened to complain to the Kam, 
and to prevail on him to do {peedy juttice. 
I apologized for the people who always fuf- 
fer themfelves to be carried away by their 
leaders ; I accufed the perfons who liftened 
to me, with rebellion, and from that mo- 

ment 
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ment they appeared before me trembling 
and fubmiffive. ‘* Speak yourfelf, then, 
to this frightened croud,” fays the. moft 
turbulent of the Boyards ; “ you will pre- 
vail on them more readily than we can; 
they will blefs you, and { far from ac- 
cufing us, you will be able to bear witnefs 
to our good difpofition.” ‘This I evaded 
a long time, and fhould never have accept- 
ed the dangerous part he propofed to me, 
had I not perceived, on returning to the 
fleps to go away, that it was impoffible to 
get through the croud, who were ih vio- 
lent agitations of anxiety ever fince my ar- 
rival. ‘ Speak to thefe unhappy people,” 
repeats the fame Boyard to me, advancing 
tothe front of the fteps, to ferve me, no 
doubt, as a colleague on this new tribune 
of harangues. Three Janiffaries, armed 
to the very teeth, were fitting there with all 
the furlinefs of Mlanifm. Their confequen- 
tial air convinced me they had proteétors, 
and feeing it neceflary to put an end to this 
unpleafant adventure, I thought it beft to 
begin by ftriking an awe into thefe bravoes, 

Ff2 in 
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in order to make an impreffian on the mul- 
titude. ‘* What are you doing here?” 
faidI, ina firm tone of voice; ‘* We are 
defending thefe infidels,” anfwered one of 
them. ‘ You are defending them,” re- 
plied I, ‘* againft whom ? Who are their 
enemies? Is it the Grand Signior, or 
the Kam of the Tartars? In that cafe you 
are rebels, and the fole promoters of the 
fedition. Depend on it I will fee you pu- 
nithed.” Before I had finifhed this fhort 
apoftrophe, the infolence of my Turks had 
given place to fear; they had got up to 
Jiften to me, and went down the fteps ex- 
culpating themfelves. ‘This firft advan- 
tage over, the auxiliary troops had attract- 
ed the attention of the croud, whofe filence 
appeared to me a good omen. I then ad- 
vanced, and raifing my voice in Greek, 1 
‘was on the point of obtaining all the fuc- 
vets of Demofthenes, when a drunken fel- 
Jow, puthing through the croud, and 
ftanding forth as the champion of the ad- 
verfe party, infolenty broke out into the 
following difcourfe:— What do you 
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talk of fubmiffion, of tranquility; of cul- 
tivation, whilft we are dying with hunger ? 
Bring us {ome bread,” cried out this mad- 
man, ‘ that is what we want.”=—* Aye, 
bread,” cried out the people in a fury. 
Perceiving then my whole edifice over- 
turned, and no means of extricating my- 
felf from the fituation in which I had fo 
imprudently engaged, I took out of my 
pocket two handfulls of money, that Ihad 
Of different kinds; ‘ There” cried I, 
throwing it amongft the croud, “ there 
is bread for you, my good people; re- 
turn to your habitations, where you will 
find abundance.” The fcene quickly 
changed ; one overturned another, to pick 
up the money ; the drunken fellow difap- 
peared amongft the. combatants; bene- 
diétions fucceeded to abufe, and my defire 
to make my efcape was at leaft equal to the 
‘nconfiderate zeal which had brought me 
amongft them. I received, however, all 
the honours of war on my retreat, and re~ 
gained my carriage amidft the applaufes of 
the people, who had opened a paffage for 

Ff 3 me, 


438 MEMOIRS OF THE 


me, and next day returned to their habi- 
tations. My colleague, who was waiting 
for me at the gate of the convent, where 
1 had been making my orations, was not 
without uneafinefs for the confequences of 
my imprudence. We were mutually very 
happy to meet together, and continued 
our journey daily, making the moft of the 
provifions with which the Boyard had fup- 
pliedus. ‘The villages we paffed through, 
comprehended in the general devaftation of 
Moldavia, fearcely afforded us a fhelter 
during the night- Wallachia, alfo, hat 
been ravaged by fome Turks who were on 
their way to join the Kam; and who did 
nothing elfe, in faét, but lay wafte their 
own country. There is no horrer which 
thefe Turks did not perpetrate ; and, like 
a licentious foldiery, at the facking of a 
town, not content with difpofing of every 
thing: at their fancy, fill aimed at fue~ 
ceffes the leaft to be defired. Some Si- 
pahis { carried their atrocity fo far, as ta 
infult the perfon of the Old Rabbi of 
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the Synagogue, and the Greek Archbi- 
thop. 
We arrrived at length at Kicherow, after 
a great deal of fategue, and very wretched 
living ; but the Governoz made us forget 
every thing, by giving us an excellent 
fupper, and good beds. We had now only 
twelve leagues farther to go, and I had 
given orders to be ready early in the morn- 
ing ; when, on awakening, I was inform- 
ed it was impoflible. After an exceflive 
froft in the evening, there had fallen fo 
great a quantity of fnow, that the road 
acfofs the mountains was become impafla- 
bie for carriages. 1 was, however, by no 
means ‘difpofed to fubmit to the obftacles 
which feemed to combine in retarding our 
return to the Kam; but my old Tartar, 
lefs aétive, and more fatigued than I was, 
agreed to. ftay behind to take care of the 
baggage. I fet out on a fledge, and the 
rapidity of this conveyance foon brought 
me into the plains of Kaouchan, where I 
was ftill te encounter freth difficulties. The 
want of fnow, added to the moft complete 
Ff4- thaw, 
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thaw, was again very near ftopping me, 
had I not met with a cart, which fuited 
me very well ; but it was neceflary to make 
ufe of fome violence with the owner, to 
force him to condué& me. I was perched 
up with my Secretary on this carriage, and 
we were congratulating ourfelves on not 
arriving on foot, when, one of the weels 
breaking, we were at laft obliged to adopt 
this meafure, which certainly did not add 
much to the dignity of the return of the 
Ambaffador of the Tartars. I did not wait 
for my colleague, whofe return was de- 
layed for fome days, to pay my compli- 
ments to the Kam. He was already in- 
formed of my curious entry into Kaou- 
chan; and this Prince no fooner faw me, 
than he began with bantering me on the 
modefty of his Plenipotentiary. Every 
thing I told him refpe@ting Moldavia, feem- 
ed to him of fo much importance, that he 
gave orders to remedy this difafter, at the 
fame time that he fent intelligence of it to 
the Porte. The inquiry into the caufes, 
ave Krim-Gueray an opportunity of dif- 
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clofing to me his opinion of the Grand 
Vifir, Emin Pacha. This Turk had be- 
gun his career as a fhopkeeper’s man, and 
in time attaining the place of writer of the 
Treafury, he rofe rapidly, by his intrigues, 
to the firft offices of the ftate. His pre- 
fumption made him afpire at the Vifirate, 
on the declaration of war; but his igno- 
rance foon gave his mafter reafon to repent 
of fo bad a choice. The Vifir's faults could 
not efcape the penetration of the Kam. 
He explained himfelf fully on the fubjeét, 
and was contriving means to preferve the 
Ottoman empire from the confequences of 
the folly and mifcondué of its Prime Mi- 
nifter. 

The incurfion into New Servia, concert- 
ed at Conftantinople, was confented to in 
the affembly of the grand vaffals of Tar- 
tary, and orders were expedited into all 
the provinces, to claim the tribute of mi- 
litary fervice. Three horfemen were de- 
manded from eight families, and this was 
deemed fufficient to complete the three ar- 
mics, which were to begin their operations 

at 
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at the fame time. That of the Nourddin, 
of 40,000 men, had orders to march tothe 
leffer Don ; that of the Calga, of 60,000, 
was to file along the left bank of the Bo- 
rifthenes, as far as Orela; and the main 
army, commanded by the Kam in perfon, 
confifting of 100,000 men, was deftined to 
penetrate into New Servia. The troops of 
Yedeffan and Boudjak, were peculiarly ap- 
propriated to this army, the rendezvous 
general of which was fixed to the neigh- 
bourhood of Tombachar, 

On communicating to me all thefe par- 
ticulars, Krim-Gueray afked me if I in- 
tended accompanying him on this expedi- 
tion? Tanfwered him, that the honour 
of refiding with him, on the part of the 
Emperor of France, rendering it my duty 
not to be diftant fron: his perfon, took 
from me the merit of making a choice.—~ 
“ ‘That title by which you are placed near. 
me,” replied fe, ‘is enough to make me 
keep you. We are going to fuffer very fe- 
vere colds; your drefs is not calculated for 
them: deefs yourfelf in the Tartar fathion; 

~—there 
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e 
there is no time to be loft ;~«we fhalt 
fet out in about a week.”—E rofe immedi~ 
ately, to go and give orders for my came 
paign equipage, and was leaving the 
Prince’s apartment, when the Matter of 
the Ceremonies, followed by two Pages of 
the Chamber, cloathed me in a fuperb pe- 
lice, made of the neck of the white Lap- 
land wolf, lined with light grey fur. I 
turned round to thank the Kam for the 
honour he did me.“ It is a Tartar houfe 
I give you,” faid he, laughing ; * I have 
fach a one myfelf, and I with us to wear 
the fame uniform.” 

The Grand Equerry fent me the fame 
day ten Circaffian horfes; advifing me, 
from his mafter, not to take my Arabian 
horfes into the field, which were neither 
able to withftand the cold, nor want of 
forage. But the fcantinefs of this fupply, 
did not infpire me with much confidence ; 
nor did I think proper to follow the ad- 
vice which accompanied the prefent. 

Whilft my Tartar dreffes were making, 
T provided myfelf with three dromedaries, . 

and 
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and ordered the neceffary tents to be got 
ready. Their mechanifm, as fimple, as it 
is eafy, merits defcription. Continually 
encamped, it is natural to fuppofe that the 
Tartars have carried that art to perfeétion. 
All their ideas are concentered in an object 
indifpenfably become their principal want. 
A nation at all times unacquainted with 
the luxury of indolence, muft neceffarily 
bend all its attention, and all its refearches 
towards that which is connected with bo- 
dily exercife, field{ports, and warlike ap- 
paratus. The Tartars never take repofe 
but in their hours of leifure ; they are fe- 
dentary, without ¢ffeminacy; and their 
camps are an exact counterpart of their or- 
dinary habitations. 

A lattice work, which eafily foldsand un- 
folds, forms a {mall circular wall, four feet 
and ahalf high, the two extremities of 
which, two feet diftant from each other, 
form the entrance of the tent; after which, 
eighteen or twenty rods, joined at one 
end, and having a ring of leather at the 
other, to hook on to the crofs-bars of the 

lattice 
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Jattice work, form the pent of the dome, 
and fupport the covering of felt in the 
form of a cone, the circumference of 
whofe bafe covers the walls, which 
are lined alfo with the fame ftuf. This 
covering is bound with a girth, and a few 
thovels full of fnow, thrown up againft the 
walls, prevents the external air from pene- 
trating, and perfeétly confolidates thefe 
tents, without either pofts or cordage— 
Some of them, formed on a more refined 
plan, by applying a circular hoop at the 
top of the cone, to which all the rods are 
faftened, by leaving a paflage to the fmoke, 
admits of a fire in the tent, without ren- 
dering it more acceffible to the intemper- 
ance of the fevereft climate. 

The tent of the Kam was of this kind, 
but fo large, that more than fixty perfons 
might conveniently fit round the wood fire. 
Decorated on the infide with a crimfon 
ftuff, it was furnifhed with a circnlar car- 
pet, and fome cuthions. T'welve {mail tents, 
placed around that of the Prince, for the 
ufe of his officers and pages, were con- 
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tained within aq inclofure of felt, five feet 
high. 

Every thing was prepared for taking 
the field; the troops of Bafs-Arabia, col- 
dedted at Kichela, under the Sultan Serafker, 
waited only the fignal ofdeparture. It was 
fized for the 7th of January, 1769, when 
Krim-Gueray began his march from Kao- 
uchan, with the troops of his body-guard, 
the Sultans who had permiffion to follow 
him, his Minifters, his great officers, and 
all the volunteer Mirzas. The firft day 
was taken up in pafling the Neifter; cight 
rafts were prepared for this purpofe, on 
which the baggage had been paffed over the 
preceding evening. We found ail the tents 
pitched alfo on the other fide. The firft 
care of the Kam was to enquire where 
mine were placed; and finding them too 
diftant from him, he gave orders that 
in future, they thould be nearer his own. 
This Prince had defired me likewifefto make 
no provifion, taking upon himfelf to fur- 
nith me during the campaign. The 8th 

was 
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was employed in paffing the Bafs-Arabian 
troops. 

I was that evening in the Kam’s tent, 
with fome Sultans of his fociety, when 
his Vifir came to announce to him the ar- 
rival af a Lefgian Prince, brother to the 
Sovereign of thefe Afiatic Tartars. He 
was invefted with the character of Ambaf+ 
fador, todo homage to Krim-Gueray, and 
to make him an offer of 30,000 men for 
the prefent war. I had the honour of af- 
fitting at his prefentation. A fhort ha» 
rangue, majeftically delivered, explained 
the object of his miffion ; and the anfwer 
of the Kam, accepting the homage, but 
declining the proffered fuccours, reconci- 
led at once the dignity of the Lord Para- 
mount, and the confequence of the Gene- 
ral. The Ambaffador then folicited, and 
obtained permiffion, to make the cam- 
paign. This ceremonial finifhed, Krim- 
Gueray invited his diftinguithed gueft to 
fupper. ; 

If we may (judge of a nation from an 
Ambaffador of his high rank, and from 

the 
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the perfons who accompanied him, we 
muft form the moft advantageous opinion 
of the Lefgian Tartars ; all of them of a 
great fize, and well proportioned, joined 
to very noble countenances, an eafy car- 
riage, and a military air. 1 muft obferve, 
too, that their arms, fuch as are in ufe in 
Europe, were perfectly well finithed; and 
T fhali add, on the teftimony of Krim- 
Gueray himfelf, that this {fpecimen by no 
means exaggerates the appearance of the 
whole body of the Lefgian troops. Ihave 
reafon to believe alfo, that being in the vi~ 
cinity of that nation, he would not have 
refufed their offer, if the coaft of the Caf- 
pian Sea, inhabited by this people, could 
have been left defencelefs, without endan- 
gering the Cabarta. 

The colds, which notwithftanding the 
great falls of fnow, had not yet frozen the 
Borifthenes, very foon became fo piercing, 
as to allow the Tartars colleCted on the 
other fide to pafs over on the ice. We 
‘were encamped, and waiting for them near 
‘Tombachar. 1 paffed my evenings with 

Krim- 
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Krim-Gueray, whofe ideas, often original, 
were always noble, and always expreffed 
in the moft ftriking manner. This Prince 
had effential need of giving a free {cope to 
a philofophical turn of mind, which his 
courtiers were not calculated to gratify.— 
On this account our converfations became 
the only remedy capable of diffipating thofe 
hypochondriac affeGtions to which he was 
fubje&. He took particular delight in in- 
veftigating the prejudices which govern 
different nations; he amufed himfelf by 
tracing up to their fources thefe prejudices, 
to which he attributed every error, and even 
almoft every crime ; and in bewailing hu- 
manity, to vindicate its infirmities, con- 
ftituted his philofophical amufement. It 
is my duty to bear my teftimony to the ta- 
lents and underftanding of this Prince: 
I have feveral times heard him deliver his 
opinions on the influence of the climate, on 
the abufes and advantages of liberty, on 
the principles of honour, on the laws and 
maxims of government, in a manner which 

Vor. L Gg would 


450 MEMOIRS OF THE 


would have done honour to Montefquieu 
himéfelf. 

A great part of his troops were already 
affembled, and the effect of the meafures 
taken to vihual the army during its ftay at 
Balta, determined the Kam to proceed thi- 
ther. This town, fituated on the confines 
of Poland, and the fuburb of which is in 
‘Taytary, became celebrated by the com- 
mencement of hoftilities ; but at that time, 
totally deftitute of inhabitants, prefented 
nothing but the moft frightful picture of 
devaftation, The 10,000 Sipahis fent by 
the Turks to join the Tartars, had reached 
this place before us ; and had not only laid 
waite Balea, but had burned alfo all the 
neighbouring villages. Krim-Gueray led 
on, with regret, fuch wretched and ill- 
difciplined troops ; he augured ill of their 
courage, and acted only in deference to the 
good opinion the Grand Signior had form- 
ed of them. This body of cavalry, ac- 
euftomed te the comforts and inactivity 
of a long peace, no way formed to fatigue, 
uninuied to the cold, and fo ill cloathed 

withal, 
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withal, as not to be able to withftand it, 
could bé of no effectual fervice whatever. 
‘Their bravery was not lefs fufpected by the 
Kam of the Tartars, than are in general 
their principles of religion. It is hard to 
know, in faé, whether the Arnaouts + 
Timoriots } give the preference to the Cos 
ran or the Gofpel. I was returning one 
night from the Kam’s, in a Tartar drefs, 
and was croffing the {quare of Balta, to 
return to my lodgings; two Sipahis, who 
were likewife returning home, walked be- 
fore me, converfing in Greek, curfing their 
fituation, and {wearing by the Holy Cru- 
cifix to revolt on the firtt opportunity. 
This excited my curiofity, to make them 
explain the contradi@tion; and mending 
my pace, I came up with them, giving 
them the Mahometan falute, which they 


+ Under this name of Arnaouts, are comprehended 
all the people of Turkey in Europe, which borders 
on Sclavenia. 

t Timoriots are the poffeffors of fiefs, held under 
the Sovereign by miilitary fervice and the Timors 
are particalarly appropriated to the Sipahis, who 
compofe the Turkifis cavairy. 
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very folemnly returned in the- Turkith 
language ; I then addreffed them in Greek ; 
—‘* Adieu! Brethren, we are no more 
Turks,eone than the other of us.” This 
adieu was not of a nature to feparate us fo 
foon. Enchanted with me, they were only 
ftonifhed that a Tartar could be a Chrif- 
tian ; but .not withing to be known, I 
framed a ftory. They confefled to me that 
they were only Mahometans for the Timar 3 
and this was all I wanted to know. 

The main army was colleéted, and 
the colds become fo violent, that they 
left the field open for the Tartars to make 
their incurfions into New Servia. We had 
jut been’ informed that the army under 
the Calga was afcending towards the Sa- 
mara; that the Nouradin’s army was alfo 
on its march; and Krim-Gueray, after 
adapting his plans to this new information, 
quitted Balta to encamp near Olmar. This 
town, ‘dependent on Tiartary, had been 
partly burnt by the Sipahis, who com- 
pleted its deftruction even under the eyes 
of the Sovereign. _ To this outrage, they 
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added the infolence of coming in a body 
to him, to demand bailey for their horfes, 
whilft his own, as well as thofe of the 
whole army, were reduced to browze un- 
der the fnow. The indignation of the 
Kam was very near breaking forth into 
cruelty ; but he confined himfelf to me- 
naces, forefeeing that this infolent ban- 
ditti would foon be reduced by the cold to 
the moft complete fubmiffion. 

Hitherto I had been fupplied by the 
Prince; we ftill had freth provifions, and 
Thad not been in the way of judging of 
what was left for the remainder of the 
campaign ; but the {carciry at the camp at 
Olmar, prepared us the fiuft truly military 
fupper. 1 was waitng for it without anx- 
iety, but not without appetite, when the 
officers of the kitchen came to lay out the 
field table. It confifted of a round tren- 
cher of Ruffia leather, of about two feet 
diameter ; with this trencher were two 
bags, from whence they drew out fome exe 
cellent bifcuit, and fmoaked horfes ribs, 
the delicioufnefs of which was an inex- 

Gg 3 hautftible 


454 MEMOIRS OF THE 


hanitible topic ; poutargue, cavear +, and 
raifins, for the deffert, completed the 
banquet. * How do you like the Tar- 
tar kitchen?” fays the Kam, laughing ; 
*¢ Dreadful fpr your enemies,” replied I. 
A page, to whom he whifpered a moment 
after, prefented me with the fame gold 
cup made wfe of by his mafter. ** Taftemy 
drink, alfo,” fays Krim-Gueray. It was 
excellent Huagarian wine, which he con- 
tinued to favour me with the reft of the 
campaign, 

On the following days the army march- 
ed towards the Bog, which we croffed on 
the ice, and eftablithed our firft camp in 
the Zaporovian Deferts. Notwith{tand~ 
ing the advice that had been given me, I 
had amongft my horfes an Arabian, which 
was very foon exhaufted, and, finking un- 
der the rigour of the climate, fell down to 
die after the paflage of the tiver. The 
animal had {carcely any breath remaining, 
when fome Nogyais came to beg him of 

Poutargue and Cavear, are the {pawn of fith falted, 
but variouily prepared, 

me 
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me as a prefent. ‘ What would you do,” 
jaid I, “* with a dead horfe ?”—«* No- 
thing,” fays one of them; “ but he is 
not dead ; we fhall be in time to kill him, 
and to regale ourfelves on him, particu- 
larly as he is a white horfe, whofe fleth is 
always the more delicate.” I readily 
granted them this morfel, to fatisfy their 
appetite; but I will not undertake to fay 
that they arrived in time to fatisfy the 
Moffulman law, in all its fcrupulous exact- 
nefs. 

The cold, however, became fo exceffive, 
and the plains we paffed over, which had 
been lately burnt, afforded f0 little paf- 
turage, that after crofling L’Eau Morte*, 
(the Dead Water) a refolution was taken to 
follow the courfe of that river, and to en- 
camp amongit the reeds, which were dif- 
covered by our patroles, We had need of 
them to warm ourfelves, and to feed our 
horfes ; but the Turkith cavalry, who had 
flattered themfelves, no doubt, with the 
hopes of making war only with Polith vil- 
Jages, being provided neither with tents 

* A River in New Servia. 
Gg 4 nor 
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provifions, experienced at once all the fe- 
verity of cold and hunger : befides their 
original want of forefight, they had the 
imprudence, on their arrival at the camp, 
to come near the fires; the greateft num- 
ber of them, in confequence, were maim- 
ed, and pity very foon fucceeded the ge- 
neral indignation infpired by their rob- 
beries and devaftation. ‘The Kam, inform- 
ed that thefe wretches were begging their 
fubfiftence from tent to tent, ordered a 
certain portion of bifcuit to be collected 
from each Mirza, and diftributed amongft 
them. 

A fimall eminence we fell in with the 
next day, whilft the army was marching 
in line of battle, over an extenfive plain, 
gave Krim-Gueray the defire of feeing all 
his troops from it in one point of view.— 
He ordered a halt: [followed him upon 
this rifiug ground; and the dark colour of 
the T'artarian drefs, contrafted with the 
whitenefs of the fnow, which ferved as a 
back-grovnd to the picture, fuffered no- 
thing to efeape thecye. We diftinguithed 

by 
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by the ftandards, the troops of the refpec- 
tive provinces ; and I could not help re- 
marking, that without any fixed order, 
the army had thrown xfelf naturally into 
twenty files deep, and in lines tolerably 
well formed. Each Sultan Serafker, with 
his little court, formed an advanced groupe 
before his divifion. The centre of the lines 
occupied by the Sovereign, formed of it- 
felf a pretty confiderable advanced corps, 
the arrangement of which formed a pic~ 
ture no Jefs military than agreeable. Forty 
companies, each compofed of forty horfe- 
men, four abreaft, lead the van, in two 
columns, and formed an avenue, lined on 
each fide with twenty pair of colours.— 
The Grand Equerry, followed by twelve 
led horfes, and a covered fledge, marched 
immediately after, and preceded the budy 
of horfe which furrounded the Kam. The 
ftandard of the Prophet, borne by an Emir, 
as well as the two pair of green colours 
which accompany it, came next, and were 
feen blended with the ftandard of the 
Crofs, belonging to the troop of Inat Cof- 
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facks, attached to the Prince’s body-guard, 
which clofed the march. 

This nation of the Inat Coffacks, which 
is indebted for its poffeffions to the circum- 
ftances of its emigration from Ruffia, is 
eftablithed in the Cuban. One Ignatius, 
more tenacious of his beard than of his li- 
berty, to efcape from the razor of Peter 
the Great, attended by a numerous fet of 
followers, took refuge with the Kam. 
The Tartars found fo much analogy be- 
tween the word Jnat, (opinionated) and 
the word Ignatius, that they continue to bear 
the former appellation, to mark the motive 
of their emigration. They do not appear. 
to have preferved with the fame attention 
the purity of Chniftianity, but they faith- 
fully retain the fign of it on their banners, 
and are {till fcrupuloufly attached to the 
privilege of eating pork. Each of our Inats 
had a quarter of fwine’s fleth, by way of 
portmanteau. The Turks, on thefe occa- 
fions, muft find the Prophet’s ftandard in 
very bad company ; and I have often heard 
them murmuring againft that as a facrile- 
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gious. profanation, which the Tartars had 
the gond fenf& to regard asa mafter of 
perfect indifference. 

The reft of the army had not fo ftriking 
an appearance of forefight. Eight or ten 
pounds of millet, roafted, pounded, and 
preffed together, in a little bag of leather, 
fufpended to the faddle of every Noguais, 
furnithed the army with a certain provi- 
fion for fifty days. The horfes alone were 
left to theirown induftry to find {ubfiftence ; 
but their prefent fituation differed very little 
from that to which they had always been 
accuftomed. The little attention their 
horfes require, induces the Tartars alfo to 
bring-two or three, and often more into the 
field, fo that we had more than three 
hundred thoufand in the army. 

The Kam, who was much pleafed with 
what he “had feen, afked the Sultans and 
his Minifters, if in the view they had juft 
taken, they diftinguifhed the braveft man 
in the army? The filence of the courtiers 
marked fufficiently their anfwer. * It is 
neither you, nor I,” refumedKrim-Gueray, 

jocularly ; 
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jocularly ; “‘ we are all armed :-—Tott is 
the only man who dares go to war unarm- 
ed; he has not even a knife.” This plea- 
fantry terminated the review ; and the are 
my refumed its march to the head of the 
Eau Morte, where we did not arrive till 
very late, and incamped in an immenfe 
open fpace, lined with reeds. 

For feveral days paft, Krim-Gueray had 
been complaining of a pain in his thumb, 
where an abcefs was formed, and produced 
a fever; we bad no furgeon with us: 1 offer- 
ed him my fervices, and the infpeétion of 
a fet of lancets I carried about me, in cafe 
ef need, determined him to truft me with 
the operation. I immediately applied my 
inftrument ; the incifion calmed his pain, 
the fever difappeared, and the wound, 
which was healed in a few days, did me 
much honour, and afforded me particular 
fatisfaGtion. : 

Prom the timewf our entering the Za- 
porovian plains, I never quitted the Kam’s 
tent, where we converfed together till 
midnight. Wrapped up in his pelice, he’ 
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-trepofed himfelf on a cuthion, and ordering 
me to do the fame, two pages kept up a 
good fire, which was very neceflary. But 
if I wanted reft, he was not difpofed to let 
me long enjoy it. This Prince was accuf- 
tomed to fleep only three hours, and I with 
difficulty obtained five minutes refpite, 
whilft the coffee was preparing. Thus 
awakened, without changing my place, I 
refumed the attitude of the preceding 
evening. 

Tt was foon perceived that the tent of the 
Kam was fituated on the ice; but nobody 
difcovered until day-break, and at the mo- 
ment of departure, that all the army had 
encamped upon a lake, the furface of which, 
weakened by an infinite number of holes 
made in it to procure water, threatened to 
{wallow up every thing. No tent was left 
ftanding but the Kam’s. I was alone with 
him, when a Polith foldier in my retinue, 
ruthing in like a madman, places himfelf 
near the fire, and begins pulling off his 
cloaths; 1ran to him, to turn him out, 
thinking him either drunk or mad, and 

threatened 
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threatened him with the difpleafure of the 
Kam. Nothing moves him; and I could 
only get a fign from him to let lirh atone. 
He had already got off his boots, when 
Krirh-Gueray perceived, by the cracking 
of his cloaths, that he had fallen into the 
water, * What are you going to do with 
the poor fellow?” fays he to me, with 
goodnefs, ‘ the man who is dying, is he 
not independent? He knows nobody but 
the perfon who can affift him.—Kings are 
no longer any thing for him !—Let us leave 
him the tent to himfelf."——We went out ; 
and I ordered my people to take care of 
him. 

‘The army, bending its courfe always to 
the northward, endeavoured to approach 
the Great Ingul, of the pofition of which 
we had very vague ideas; but by a forced 
march of twelve leagues, we at Fength en« 
camped on the banks of that river: a few 
deferted dwellings, and forme hay-ftacks 
around them, were of effential fervice 
to us. 


We 
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‘We were now on the confines of New 
Servia, and had reached the point from 
whence our incurfions were to ftrike terror 
into the wretched inhabitants; and the 
council of war was fummoned to feleét the 
troops neceflary for that expedition. Whilft 
it was aflembjed, a meflenger, and fome 
prifoners by the patroles, depofed 
that the Zaporovian Coffacks on our right, 
menanced by the Calga Sultan, having 
demanded and obtained a neutrality of this 
Prince, had refufed to give any affiftance to 
the Ruffian Governor-General of St. Eliza- 
beth. Thefe particulars made the Kam and 
his Generals acquainted with their true 
pofitions. It was refolved, in confequence, 
that a third part of the army, compofed 
of volunteers, under the orders of a Sultan, 
and feveral Mirzas, fhould pafs the river at 
midnight, divide itfelf into feveral columns, 
and fueceflively fub-dividing, thould over- 
run New Servia, burn all the villages and 
crops which were gathered in, carry off 
all the inhabitants, and drive off their cat- 
tle. It was befides determined, that each, 

_foldier 
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foldier fhould have two affociates in that 
part of the army which remained. By this 
arrangement, every body was to partake of 
the booty; thus, avoiding all difcuffions 
about fhares : and the general intereft con- 
curred with that of individuals, to make a 
good choice of the foldiers dgftined for this 
expedition. The detachmef was likewile 
apprized, that the remainder of the army, 
pafling the Ingul the next day, would di- 
rect its courfe hy flow marches towards the 
frontiers of Poland, ftreightning St. Eli- 
zabeth, to protect the foragers, and wait 
for their return. The deftrudtive talents 
difplayed fo eminently by the Sipahis on 
former occafions, feemed to difcover fo 
much zeal for devaftation, that they were 
invited to take a fhare in this expedition ; 
but the cold had reduced them fo low, that 
hone of them were inclined to march. 
There were only the Serdenguetchety §, 


§ A fort of Turkith troops, whofe name fignifies 
Forlorn Hope, volunteers determined to conquer or 
to die ; but neither the one nor the other ever bap- 
pens tq them. 
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and'fome other Torks who followed the 
Sukan, 

‘The detachment under his orders had 
marched ; and the cold, already lefs fevere 
than op the preceding evening, was fo di- 
minifhed during the night, that a thaw 
waa to be apprehended. The water even 
began to cover the ice on the river, and 
left us no hopes of being able to crofs it but 
by haftening our departure, The army 
was foon ready ; and extending itfelf along 
the Ingut, was put in motion at the fame 
moment. The Tartars, accufiomed to 
fuch expeditions, feparating themfelves at 
a certain diftance from each other, crofled 
it lightly, in a little trot; but a numbes 
of the Sipahis, who tsed heavily, froma 
fear, acd who wore fo terrified by the 
noife af the breken ice, as to ftop fhort, 
and were fwallowed up before our eyex 
We halted on the other fide af the river, 
‘wx give time for the troops to form. Some 
Sipahis, who had efcaped from the danger, 
‘were deploring the fate of their comrades 3 

Vou. L Kh pars 
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particularly one. of thefe poor- wretches, 
whofe father had juft perifhed in- the, 
river, with a fum confiderable enough 
to have made his fortune. One of the 
Inat Coffacks immediately propofed to fith 
up the purfe for two fequins; his of- 
fer is accepted, and he undreffes himfelf,, 
whilft they point out -to him the hole 
amongft the flakes of ice; he plunges in, 
and remains long enough under water to 
make the {pe€tators uneafy ; but after a 
few minutes, he appears with the treafure 
im his hand. This fuccefs encourages one of. 
the comrades of the deceafed ; who regrets 
his piftols mounted with filver ; the intre- 
pid Coffack undertakes a fecond trip, fatis-. 
fies his defire, without difputing about an in~ 
creafe of reward, receives histwo fequins, 
puts on his cloaths, and runs to rejoin his 
colours. 

Ta execution of the plan refolved on, the 
army.remounted the hill, until it fell in 
with the track beaten in the fnow by the 
troops of the incurfion. We crofled this 
road near the place, where dividing. itfelf 

into 
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into feven branches, it formed a goofe’s 
foot, to the left of which we conftantly 
direéted our courfe, taking care never to 
touch upon any of the fubdivifions we fuc- 
ceffively fell in with, the fmalleft of which 
were at length no more than paths traced 
out by one or two horfemen. 

The weather becoming rainy, obliged 
the army to halt on the banks of the Ad- 
jemka, where it paffed the night. Bur 
this thaw, which at firft had made us un- 
eafy, was rapidly fucceeded by fo fevere a 
froft, that it was with difficulty the tents 
could be folded up. Small hail, violently 
drifted by the wind, cut our faces, and 
made the blood come out of the pores of 
the nofe, and the breath freezing to the 
whifkers, formed ificles fo heavy, as to be 
very painful. A great part of the Sipahis, 
maimed in the preceding marches, perith- 
ed on that day; the Tartars themfelves 
faffered very feverely, but nobody dared 
to complain. Krim-Gueray, who fince 
his indifpofition, went part of the way in 
acovered fledge, amufed himfelf,. during 

Hhz this 
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this time, by afking me queftions concern» 
ing the Pope, comparing his fituation to 
that of the Holy Father, and regretting 
that he was not in hig place. J took this 
opportunity of reprefenting ta him the ha, 
vock the cold was making in his army, and 
the danger of too lang a march. ‘+ I can» 
not make the weather better,” faid he, 
“ but I can infpire them with courage to 
fupport its feverity.”"——He calls inamediate- 
ly for a horfe, and conforming himfelf to 
the cuftom which prohibits the Qriental 
Sovereigns from weating thawls, fuch as 
private perfons cover their heads with, 
he braves the hoary frofts,and by his ex» 
ample obliges the Sultans, the Minifters, 
and every perfon about him, to go uncover~ 
ed, This a& of vigour put a ftop to the 
murraurs, and gave the Prince an oppor~ 
tunity of viewing the pidyre of thofe dif- 
afters which occafioned them. In faa, 
we were lofing both men and horfes every 
moment. We met with nothing in the 
plains but frozen flocks; and twenty co- 
lumans of fmoke rifing in the horizon, com- 

pleted 
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pleted the horror of the picture, by pro- 
claiming to us the fires which were already 
ravaging New Servia +. 

Falling in at length with fome briars, 
and a little forage, the Kam determined to 
make a halt. His tent was pitched near a 
hay-ftack, which he ordered to be diftri- 
bated, and which, in fpite of its enor+ 
mous fize, difappeared in an inftant. We 
amufed ourfelves with this fpe€tacle, which 
prefented at once the eagernefs of pillage, 
and the feverity of good difcipline. A 
meffenger from the Sultan who contmand- 
ed the incurfion, brought us néws in the 
evening from that Prince. He informed 
us that the inhabitants of a large village, 
having te the number of 1200, taken re« 
fuge in a Monaftery, had compelled him, 
by their refiftance, to fhoct off fome ar- 
rows with brimftone matches, in hopes of 
feeing their obftinacy give way to the fear 
of fire; but that the conflagration, too ra- 
pidly furrounding thefe unfortunate peo- 

4 This day’s march coft the army more than 3000 
men, and 30,000 horfes, who perifhed by the cold. 
Hh3 . ple, 
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ple, had confumed them all. The Saltah 
added to the deep regret he expreffed for 
this dreadful misfortune, fome complaints 
of the cruelty of the Turks who had ac- 
companied him, whofe only courage, he’ 
faid, confifted in bathing themfelves in 
the blood of the prifoners. 

Krim-Gueray was not lefs fenfible than 
the Sultan to the melancholy confequences 
of the conflagration; the cruelty of the 
Turks filled him with indignation; the 
fight of the heads cut off, ftill further 
fhocked him}. ‘I would hang up a 
Tartar,” added he, ‘* who fhould dare to 
prefent himfelf before me in the attitude 
of an executioner—How can there exift fo 
ferocious a people as to encourage barba- 
rity by rewarding it, and can take a plea- 
fure in fuch difgufting objects ?” 

The fucceflive arrival of the Tartars, 
who were already returning, Jaden with 


4 The Turks are accuftomed to carry the heads of 
their flain enemies to the General who commands 
them; the Tartgrs, on the contrary, hold this cuftom 
in abhorrence, 
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‘oaty, and bringing us frefh particulars, 
had kept us awake till three in the morn- 
ing. ‘The entrance of the Kam’s tent 
could not be fhut, under the prefent cir- 
cumftances, and I obtained permiffion to 
go and take fome hours reft in my own.— 
It was occupied by Mefirs. Rufin aad Con- 
ftillier, who were half frozen, flept little, 
and were dying with hunger. A hard 
fhow formed the bed Icame to fhare with 
them, and on which, wrapped up in my 
pelice, I took my place, and fell -afleep, 
Soon after, one of the Kam’s pages half 
opens the door, announces a prefent from 
his mafter, places it at the feet of Mr. Ru- 
fin, and withdraws. Mr. Conftillier, who 
was kept more awake by hunger, made 
no doubt but that it was fomething eatable ; 
he knew alfo that I kept nothislg conceal- 
ed from him of that fort; but too far off to 
examine the packet, he defires his compa- 
nion to fee what it is; who, on account of 
the fevere cold, refufes a long time: ob- 
liged, at length, to fubmit, he puts out 
his arm, keeping his head ftill covered 

Hh, with 
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with his pelice, gets hold of fomething 
hairy, which he lifts up by the glimmer, 
ing of a lamp hanging from the tap of thé 
tent, and prefented to the greedy eye of 
Mr. Conftillier a human face, Struck with 
this horrible abject, he cries out,--‘/ My 
friend, it is a head!" and Mr, Rufin fent 
it as quick as lightning out of the tent, 
both of them curfing the cold, their hunger, 
and the Tartar pleafantries. 

The cold increafed fo much next day, 
that at our fetting out, notwithitanding 
my ‘gloves lined with hare fkin, my 
hands wero henumbed with it at the 
moment of getting on my faddle, and 
T had much difficulty to recover the gire 
culation. The columns of {moke which 
covered the horizon on the right, and 
Fort St, Elizabeth, which we perreived 
on our left, left no longer any doubt 
about the rpute we were to purfue; we 
directed it towards fome edifices in our 
front, which we foon difcovered to he 2 
preparation for fignals of fire, Thefe triany 
gular wooden frames, eight ftories high, 
filled with ftraw and faggots, were, doubt- 
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lef, intended to fpread the alarm, on the 
firft appearance of the Tartars; but they 
évetitually ferved only as guides for thine 
atthy ds far as Adjemka. This town, pros 
ferved frem the ravages of the incurfion by 
its vicinity to St. Elizabeth, conrained on« 
by a few inhabitants, and we fufpected thrat 
the greateft part of them had taken refuge 
ender the cannon of that fortrefe. 

The main army was in fo bad a ftate, 
that it had every thing to fear itfelf from a 
fally ; in fact, two or three thoufand men 
attacking it in the night, would only have 
had the trouble of cutting us to pietes. 
This danger was not more vlearly proved, 
than the impoffibility of avoiding it by 
gentinving a march, the fatigues of which 
the troops were no longer able te fupport. 
In this extremity, Krim-Guetay ordered 
the Suleasis, and the Mirzas, to form a de- 
tachment of 300 horfemen, to go at fun- 
fet to infult St. Elizabeth, in order to keep 
the parrifon on thedefenfive. ‘This chofen 
band, the only part of the army whofe 
energy of mind was ftill able to furmount 

the 
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the natural faintne(s arifing from a compli~ 
cation of fofferings, puthing into the fub- 
urb to make prifoners, made the fuccefs of 
this military ftratagem fo complete, that 
the army was enabled to ftay and recover 
its fatigues in the midft of the greateft 
plenty. The town of Adjemka, confift- 

_ ing of eight-or nine hundred families, fitu- 
ated on a {mall river of that name, proved 
the fertility of its foil, by the abundance 
of the crops of every kind. The troops, 
however, were not allowed to occupy the 
houfes, from fear of a premature confla- 
gration. They were only permitted to 
carry off the wood and provifions for con- 
famption ; the Kam himéelf fet the exam~ 
pie, by continuing under his tent. The 
next day’s reft, by recruiting their ftrength, 
and giving time for a part of the incurfion 
troops to join us with a vaft number of 
flaves and cattle, diffufed a general gaiety 
throughout the army. 

Tobferved that the Tartars of each hord, 
and of each troop, had a watch-word to 
which their comrades anfwered, to direct 
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them. That of Ak-Serai, the White Palace, 
was peculiar to the Kam’s houfhold; but 
if it be eafy to conceive the utility of 
this expedient, a circumftance one would 
{carcely believe on feeing it, is the care, 
the attention, the patience, the extieme 
agility of the Tartars in keeping what they 
have taken. Five or fix flaves, of different 
ages, fixty fheep, and twenty oxen, the 
prize of a fingle man, do not embarrafs 
him. The children, with their heads 
peeping out of a fack, hanging by the 
pummel of the faddle ; a young girl fitting 
before, leaning on her left hand; the mo- 
ther behind on the crupper, the father on 
a led horfe, the fon upon another, theep 
and oxen before them, every thing in a 
march, and nothing goes aftray from un- 
der the vigilant eye of the thepherd of this 
flock. To collect, to condu& them, to 
provide for their fubfiftence, to goon foot 
to eafe his flaves, no trouble is too great 
for him ; and this {cene would be truly 
interefting, did not avarice, and the moft 
cruel injuftice, furnith the fubje& of the 

picture. 
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pitture. I had gone out with the Kam to 
view this {pettacle, when an officer of the 
Quard, which formed a line of cireunrval- 
Jation around the tent, camte to acquaint 
him, thet a Nognais afked permiffion to 
make acomplaint to him, Krim-Guery 
confented ; and the Noguais, fullowed by 
the fame officer, advanced towards us; 
but uneertain, from the fimilitude of our 
ptlices, to which of the two he fhould ad- 
drefs histfelf, He appears difpofed to give 
the preference to me. I was going, how- 
ever, to retreat, to put an end to his em- 
barraflment, but the Kam, who had ob- 
ferved it, making a fign to the officer to 
Jet him remain in his error, drew back 
himfelf, and ordered me to hear what he 
had to fay. The cafe was a horfe which 
had been joft, and of another which he 
had olen in return, without being able 
to juitify his pretended right of reprifal. 
sé What muft I anfwer?” fays J, to the 
Kam; “* Decide as you think proper,” 
roplied he, laughing. I pronounced, ac- 
cordingly, the reftitution of the horfy 
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fiolon ; and was about to difmifi the par- 
ties, when Krim-Gueray, who was amauf- 
ing himfelf with this ploafantry, whifpers 
me in the ear, not to forget the baftinade. 
Limmediately added, # I pardox thee the 
baftinado thou haft merited.” A fign from 
the Kam, to carry my fentence imto exe- 
eution, proved to me that he was not dif- 
pleafed at my mitigating his. 

Every refearch that could be made after 
the inhabitants of Adjemka, had hitherto 
proved ineffectual; and it was not until 
two days after, at the moment of our de- 
parture, on fetting fire to fome ftacks of 
corn and forage, which concealed thefe 
unfortunate people, that they came and 
threw themfelves into the arms of their 
enemies, to efcape the flames which were 
deftroying their crops, and their habita- 
tions. The order to burn Adjemka, was 
executed with fuch precipitation, and the 
fire caught all the thatched houfes with 
fuch violence and rapidity, that we could 
barely efcape ourfelves through the flames, 
The atmofphere, loaded with afhes, and 

vapour 
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vapour of the melted fnow, after fome time 
darkening the fun, formed, from the com- 
bination of thefe different materials, a grey- 
ith thower of fnow, which crafhed between 
the teeth. One hundred and fifty villages, 
which were alfo confumed, producing the 
fame effect, extended this cloud of cinders 
full twenty leagues into Poland, where our 
arrival would alone furnith the folution of 
this phoenomenon. The army marched 
for fo long a time in this obfcurity, that 
feveral hours elapfed before we difcovered 
the defertion of a large party of the No- 
guais of Yedefan, who, being already 
joined by their foragers, were returning, 
at every hazard, by the Defert, to avoid 
the ten per cent. on thcir prizes, payable 
to their Sovereign. 
- The route of the army lying towards the 
frontiers of the Polith Ukraine, brought 
the army to Crafnikow. This village, 
fituated behind a marfhy ravine, contained 
a fort of sedoubt, in which the inhabi- 
tants, affifted by about a hundred foldiers, 
at frit made fome refiftance; but their 
F : dread 
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dread of the flames foon obliged them to 
fly into a neighbouring wood, from whence 
they might annoy our troops with mufque- 
try, even in the village. To diflodge them, 
Krim-Gueray, who went to the head of 
the wood in perfon, ordered the Sipahis, 
who were ftill remaining, to begin the at- 
tack. But thofe brave fellows, whom the 
ftay at Adjemka, and the intermiffion of 
the cold had again rendered infolent, were 
difperfed on the firft fire. The Inat Cof- 
facks, drawn up behind us, animated by 
the prefence of the Sovereign, demanded, 
and obtained permiffion to attack. Dif- 
mounting ‘in an inftant, they penetrate into 
the wood, hem in the party who defend 
themfelves, kill about forty of them, and 
make prifoners of all thofe who'were un- 
able to efcape. During this expedition, 
which only coft the Coffacks eight or ten 
men, and a few flight wounds received by 
the Tartars, who were near the Kam, that 
Prince, fired with indignation at the cow- 
ardice of the Turks, was converfing with 
me on the fubject, and predi@ting the hu- 
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tuiliation which it muft neceffarily bring 
upon the Ottoman empire. 

Qccupied with this idea, he was ftill on 
horfebsck at the entrance of the village, 
when he perceived a Turk, of the race of 
Emirs, who was coming on fgot from the 
wood, carrying ahead in his hand. “ Look 
at that rafcal,” {aid he; “¢ he is coming 
to fpoil my fupper; bat gbferve him well ; 
he daxes Scareely touch the head, now that 
he has cut it off.” The Emir arrives; 
throws his trophy at the feet of the 
Pripee’s horfe, and pronounces, with em- 
phafis, his withes, ‘+ That all the enemies 
of the Emperor of the Tastars, may fuffer 
the fame fate as the one he has juft been 
deftroying.” Krim-Gueray, however, had, 
by this time, difeovered in this head, the 
features of one of his own Coffaeks,—— 
« Weetch !" fays he, to the Emir, “ how 
dja’ thou kill him ? Dead as he is, thou 
art afraid of him; living, he would have 
eat thee ! It is one of my Inats, killed at 
the attack of the wood: Who helped thee 
to cut of his head-—to affift thee in deociv- 

ing 
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ing me? ‘Thou wouldeft not thyfelf, have 
had the courage!” The Turk, difcon- 
certed, ftrives to defend himfelf; he in- 
fifts, and has the hardinefs to affert, that 
he killed the man himfelf, and that he was 
an enemy. ‘* Examine his arms, then,” 
fays the Prince;—knife, fabre, piftols, 
every thing was examined on the fpot, but 
nothing indicated that he had killed him. 
*¢ Knock down this pretended man of cou- 
rage,” cries Krim-Gueray. An officer of 
the guard, giving him a flight ftroke with 
his whip, was defirous of {paring the 
wretch, at the fame time that he fatisfied 
his mafter’s anger. But the Turk, proud 
of his rank of Emir, the fole privilege of 
which, in Turkey, is never more than re« 
{peétfully to take off the head drefs of the 
perfon to be beaten, exclaims with info- 
lence againft this affault upon his perfon. 
The fury of the Kam could no longer be 
reftrained : ‘* Cut the green turban, with 
your whips, upon the rafcal’s head!” This 
order, pronounced in a firm tone of voice, 
which allowed of no further palliation, was 

Vor. 1. li executed 
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executed with a feverity more cruel than 
death itfelf. Thisexecution had agreateffect 
ont he Sipahis, who, after refufing to fhare 
with the Tartars in the fatigues of the in- 
eurfion, ufed to watch their return, and 
frequently rob them, with piftols at their 
heads, of the flaves they were bringing 
back ; and, after dragging thefe wretched 
people about with them for fome time, 
tired of the trouble, cut them in pieces, 
to get rid of them. 

The Kam propofed attacking the little 
town of Sibiloff, fituated behind the wood, 
at about a league and a half diftant from us, 
the next morning ; but from the report of 
prifoners, the garrifon appearing too ftrong 
for him to, carry it, without cannon, he 
only permitted fome volunteers to go there, 
whilft he, at the head of his army, bent 
his courfe towards Bourky, in Poland.— 
The cgnnon of Sibiloff, which we heard 
on our march, could not hinder the Tartar 
detachment from burning the fuburbs, and 
midking a great number of flaves, All the 
villages in our line of march underwent 

the 
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the fame fate; and the Tartars, more dif- 
pofed to get poffeffion of the perfons of the 
inhabitants, than to ftudy diftinétions re- 
{pe€ting the boundaries of Poland, conti- 
nued their ravages far beyond the prefcrib- 
ed limits. But although the orders of the 
Kam. could not, at firft, check the avidity 
of the Tartars, which purpofely confound- 
ed the inhabitants of New Servia with thofe 
of the Polith Ukraine, the meafures adopt- 
ed by the Prince at length produced the 
defired effect; befides that, punifhment 

always very nearly followed the offence. 
To infure the refpe€t due to the Repub- 
lic of Poland, the main body of the army 
always encamped in the environs of the 
villages, living on their own provifions ; 
and the Turks, for whom it was abfo- 
lutely neceffary to procure lodgings, hav- 
ing dared to fet fire to fome houfes, were 
feverely punifhed. A rough calculation of 
the flaves carried off by the army, amount- 
ed to 20,000: the cattle were innumera- 
ble. We could only proceed by flow 
marches ; and the neceffity of watching 
liz the 
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the condu& of the Tartars, determined 
Krim-Gueray to march in feven columns. 
In every village where we halted, our 
lodgings, marked with chalk, left the Sipa- 
his the choice of fuch houfes as were not 
occupied by the Kam, and his attendants. 
The Prince had given orders that mine 
thould be always near his. 1 enjoyed this 
advantage very quietly for feveral days, 
until an Alay-Bey *, who, doubtlefs, had 
not been able to find apartments in the 
town worthy to receive him, very gravely 
enters my lodgings, followed by two Sipa- 
his, carrying his baggage. T afk him what 
he wants?—~‘ Don’t difturb yourfelf,” 
fays he, coolly, and feats himfetf on a fort 
of eftrade, between two cufhions, which 
he never quitted, and afks for his pipe.— 
In vain did I obferve to him that thef 
lodgings were defigned for me; that we 
could not both occupy them ; that I could 
not be far from the Sovereign, nor he from 
his troop. No argument has any weight 


* Colonel of the Armnaout Sipahis, 
with. 
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with him; he has taken up his quarters, 
and is immoveable. I had no other re- 
fource than to apply to the Selictar to free 
me from this difagreeable intruder. The 
Selictar comes immediately, under pretence 
of paying mea vifit, agd afks the Colonel, 
on entering, how long he has been ‘ac- 
quainted with me? The other, not at all 
difconcerted, replies, that he is come to 
make acquaintance with me, by lodging 
there. ‘ It was at the attack of the wood,” 
fays the Captain of the Guards, ironically, 
“¢ that you fhould have made acquaintance 
with us; we fhould then have received 
you very cordially; but to-day, you muft 
withdraw :—and, take my advice, not to 
wait until the Kam, informed of your con- 
duét, makes you feel his di{pleafure.”— 
«¢ IT know,” replies the officer, “all his 
power ;—to take off my head ;—he has 
only to fay the word ;—he may do that, if 
he pleafes; but I will never go out of this 
houfe alive, before the army marches.”— 
This was his definitive refolution, and no- 
thing could fhake him. Enraged at this 

1i3 madmany 
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madman, the Seli@ar quitted me, to in- 
form Krim-Gueray of what had paffed.— 
Limmediately received an invitation to wait 
upon him; and I found him giving fuch 
orders as made me tremble. Long irrita- 
ted againft the cowardice and bad difcipline 
of the Turks, the infolence of my Alay- 
Bey exhaufted his patience. I was only 
fent for, in fa&t, to give him an opportu- 
nity of ftriking the intended blow. The 
Kam was inclined to extend his rigour to 
the whole body of Sipahis, and could only 
be reftfained by the fear of lying‘under the 
imputation of prejudice. Whilft he was 
hefitating in this refpeét, I was determined 
to do every thing in my power to leave the 
Colonel quiet, whofe motto certainly was 
not~* To conguer, or to die ;’—but, *‘ To 
Sleep, or die” urged, that my complaint 
might have been improperly explained ;~~ 
that I was the perfon to be heard ;—and 
having, at length, fucceeded in amufing 
the Kam with remarks on the ridiculous 
obftinacy of the Arnaouts, I made my par- 
Aieplar inftance difappear under the general 

obfervation, 
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obfervation. ‘The order was revoked, with 
the obliging condition that I fhould no 
more quit his tent. 

The army, laden with the piling: of. 
New Servia, regulating its march by that 
of the cattle, was flowly approaching the 
frontiers; and the Tiartars, always infa- 
tiable, were taken up with various attempts 
to elude the vigilance of the Kam, in order 
to increafe their booty, by marauding, 
when it was ftri€ly prohibited, under pain 
of the fevereft punifhment. The dark 
colour, however, of the Tartar drefs was 
too eafily diftinguifhable at a diftance on 
the fnow, to favour the ftratagems of the 
plunderers. Some Noguais were detached 
to turn a Polifh village, behind which 
they were about to conceal themfelves, 
when the Kam, paffing along the edge of 
a wood, on a flat piece of ground, which’ 
overlooked the plain, difcovered fome of 
thefe marauders. He gave immediate or- 
ders to his Seli€tar to go in perfon, with 
four Seimens, to fcour the village, and 
bring him fuch of the Noguais as he thauld 

lig find 
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find in the fa& of plundering. The gloomy 
air with which Krim-Gueray gave this 
order, announced an intended example.—. 
Already did the Seli@ar, who’ went full 
{peed to the fpot, to execute his orders, 
make his appearance, bringing back with 
him a Noguais, and a piece of linen, and 
acouple of handfuls of wool, which he 
had taken. Interrogated by his Sovereign, 
the marauder confefles his fault, admits 
that he was acquainted with the rigour of 
the orders againft this rapine, offers no- 
thing in his defence, afks na favour, tries 
to intereft nokody in his behalf, and coally 
awaits his fentence, without difplaying 
either infolence or weaknefs. ‘* Let him 
difmount, and tie him to a horfe’s tail, to 
be dragged until he dies; and let a crier, 
following him, inform the army of the 
crime which has incurred this punith- 
ment.” To this dreadful fentence pro- 
nounced by the Kam, the Noguais makes 
no other reply than by difmounting from 
his horfe, and approaching the Seimens 
who were to bind him; but there were 

neither 
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neither cords nor ftraps. Whilft they 
were looking for them, I attempt a word 
in his favour; Krim-Guerny’s only anfwer. 
was, by tharply commanding them to put 
an end to the bufinefs, by making ufe of a 
bow-ftring. They tell him it is too fhort.. 
Well, let him pafs his head, then, thiough 
the bow when it is bent.” The Noguais 
abeys; follows the horfeman, who drags 
him rapidly along, until, unable to keep 
pace with the trot of the horfe, he falls, 
and thus efcapes from the yoke by which, 
he isheld. A frefhorder from the’Prince 
remedies this deficiency.—** Ler him hold 
the bow with his hands,” added he. The 
criminal immediately croffes his arms, and 
takes hold of it; andthe complete exeru- 
tion of this fentence, which condemned 
the prifoner to be his own executioner, af- 
fords, undoubtedly, an example of the moft 
extraordinary fubmiffion; it furpaffes all 
the ftrange ftories which have been related 
of the blind obedience to the orders of the 
Qld Man of the Mountain §. 

The 


§ Mr. Rufin, who accompanied me, and who is 
bid 
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The attention of Krim-Gueray to the 
maintenance of good order in Poland, ex- ‘ 
tended even to the religious worfhip of the 
inhabitants ; and fome Noguais, convicted 
of having mutilated a pi€ture reprefenting 
Chiift, received a hundred ftrokes of the 
baftinado, at the gate of the church. ‘* We 
muft teach the Tartars,” faid he, ‘¢ to re- 
fpe&t the fine arts and the Prophets.” 

Savran || was now the defired point, in 
which town the diftribution of the booty 
was to take place; the different hords were 
to be difmiffed, referving only the troops 
of Bafs-Arabia, and where we were to be 
freed from the rabble which furrounded us. 
It was determined to remain there, and the 
divifion of the fpoils was proceeded on the 
day after our arrival; but the ftricteft at~ 
tention could not prevent fome rogues from 
getting their booty out of the way of the 
ten per cent. duty, payable to the Soves 
reign. But, notwithftanding the frauds, 


at prefent Profeffor in the Royal Academy at Paris, 
was, as well as myfelf, 2 witnefs to this incredible 


{| A town in Poland, in the Palatinate of Bruklaw. 
the 


BARON DE TOTT. 49r 


the Prince ftill received for his fhare near 
two thoufand flaves, which he made pre- 
fents of to the firft comer. I was necef- 
farily prefent at thefe tranfaétions, and 
perceiving the liberality of the Kam in this 
particular, I reprefented to him, that if he 
continued, he would foon dry up the fource 
of it. 
Krim-Gueray. 

‘There will always be enough left for me, 
my friend ; theage of defire is paft; but I 
have not forgot you: far from your ha- 
rem, yoarching over deferts, and braving 
the rigour of the climate with us, it is but 
juft that you fhould have your thare. [ 
defign for you fix beautiful young boys; fach, 
in fhort, as I fhould make choice of for 
myfelf. 

: Baron, 

Tam overcome with your bounty; but 
can one be worthy of a favour, without 
feeling all its value? I fhould be afraid of 
not holding this prefent in fo much eftima- 
tion as you feem-to do. 

Krim- 
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Krim-Gueray. 

It is by no means my with to bargain for 
your gratitude: I make you a prefent of 
thefe flaves ; they will give you pleafure, 
and that is all I defire, 

Baren. 

But, your ferenity overlooks my fitua- 
tion, which forms an infurmountable ob+ 
ftacle to my accepting them. Your flaves 
are all Ruffians: How can I accept, as 
flaves, the fubjeéts of a power in friend- 
thip with the Emperor, my mafter? 

Krim-Gueray. 

That reafon moft certainly efcaped me ; 
nor can I even conceive the principle on 
which it is founded. Hoftility makes 
flaves; friendthip gives, and receives them: 
What have you to do with any thing elfe ? 
Ido not wifh, however, to difcufs your 
duty: itis your bufinefs to fulfil it; and, 
to accommodate this matter between us, 
I will fubftitute fix young Georgians, in 
place of the fix Ruffians; that affair is 
fettled. 

Baron. 
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Baron. 

Not fo eafily as you imagine, Sir; I 
have ftill another intrenchment, difficult 
to force. 

Krim-Gueray. 

What is that ? 

Baron. 

My religion. 

Krim-Gueray, 

As for that fubject, I fhall take {pecial 
care not to touch on it. You do very well, 
doubtlefs, to conform to it; butadmit, at 
Jeaft, that it is very hard. 

' Baron. 

I will do more ; I will confefs that hu- 
man weaknefs very frequently goes aftray ; 
for example, it is very poffible that 1 only 
thew myfelf fo fcrupulous, and fo attach- 
ed to my duty, to-day, becaufe you offer 
me nothing which tempts me to deviate 
from it; fix pretty gifls, perhaps, might 
have made me forget all my principles ; 
and, if we examine, with attention, we 
fhall often find, that the moft fublime ef- 

forts 
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forts of virtue depend folely on the nature 
of the temptation. 
Krim-Gueray. 

‘That I perfeétly comprehend; and that 
method of {eduétion would not have efcap- 
ed me, had it been in my power to employ 
it; but I, too, have my religion, my 
friend, which allows me to give male flaves 
to Chriftians, and enjoins me to keep the 
Semales, to make prtofelytes of them. 

Baron. 

You think it of lefs confequence, then, 

to make male than female converts ? 
Krim-Gueray. 

Not at all; our great Prophet has fore 
feen every thing: this very diftinéion 
Proves it. 

Baron. 

.I mutt confefs that I do not perceive the 
difference ; you will permit me, there- 
fore, fimply to believe, that you are bet- 
ter pleafed with pretty girls. 

Krim-Gueray. 

No, Laffure you ; but I aét in obedience 
to a law, founded on reafon. Man, in 

fact, 
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fa&t, being from his natute independent, 
even irr the ftate of flavery, retains a fecret 
elafticity, which can hardly be reftrained 
by fear; he feels his powers, and is go- 
verned by his moral fenfe: God alone can 
influence his mind; in your country, in 
mine, he may be equally enlightened; the 
converfion of man is at all times a miracle ; 
that of a woman, on the contrary, is the 
moft natural, and the moft fimple affair in 
the world : women are always of the re~ 
ligion of their lovers. Yes, my friend, 
love is the great miffionary ; when he ap- 
pears, there is an end to every difpute.. 

Nor did I difpute any longer this ftrange 
pofition, which is only applicable, doubt- 
lefs, to women in a ftate of flavery. 

After diftributing the greateft part of the 
flaves which had fallen to his fhare, and 
fent off the Noguais, the Kam directed his 
march towards Bender; but if the dimi- 
nution of the army difencumbered us on 
our march, the Prince's generofity threw 
a frefh impediment in the way of fo 
fpeedy a return as he defired. In faét, the 

Sultans 
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Sultans, and the Minifters, reduced, here- 
tofore, to their camp equipage, stow pof- 
fefled, from their mafter’s liberality, a fu- 
perfluity, which prevented them from 
marching with fo much celerity. The 
Kadi-Lefker, the moft infatiable, as well 
as the moft artful in pufhing his preten- 
fions, was confequently poflefled of the 
greateft thare of the plunder. Curious to 
examine his proceedings in the midft of his 
abundance, 1 went one evening to fec 
him. 
This great Judge, venerable from his 
age, and the whitenefs of his beard, care~ 
lefsly ftretched on the carpet deftined for 
the five pipers, was very differently em- 
ployed; he was at that moment contem- 
plating, with a greedy eye, anda malici. 
ous fmmile,’ forty or fifty flaves, of different 
ages; who, collected round a ftove, form- 
eda groupe of figures of both fexes, all 
with their eyes fixed on him. “ I with 
‘you joy,” faid I, on entering, * of the 
factefs of a war by which, it feems, you 
“have beeri a confiderable gainer.” 

: The 
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The Kadi-Lefter. 

You fee, indeed, that the Kam has 
treated me handfomely ; but you know 
likewife, that one muft be poffeffed of his 
riches, to enjoy what he has given me. 

Baron. 

On the Kam’s principles, however, re~ 
fpedting the converfion of women, he haa 
reckoned upon you, I imagine, to make 
fome profelytes. 

The Kadi-Lefeer. 

I was examining, when you came in, 
which of thefe faces is the handfomeft, 
Do you take a look, and fee if we thall 
agree in our choice. 

Baron, 

Thave already made mine. That pretty 
gitl, ftanding on that bench, with her 
flender fhape, her modeft air, and her foft 
looks, has my vote. 

The Kadi-Lefker. 

For my part, I prefer that round face, 
foll of colour; and I will anfwer for it, 
that the little rogue will be charming in a 
page’s drefs. I own to you, that the flender 

Vor. I Kk - make 
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make with which you are captivated, 
ftrikes me only as a want of em bon point. 
Baron. 

In that cafe, I am no longer forry for 
you, for fhe is the only one who can be 
reproached with that fault ; but I fee there 
fome very young ones ; can you tell me at 
what age one begins to convert them; and 
if the Noguais, whofe aétivity in carrying 
off girls I have been witnefs to, are not in 
too great hafte to marry them? 

The Kadi-Lefker. 

No ; the Tartars, on the contrary, are 

very fcrupulous in that refpect. 
Baron. 

But {erupulous as they are, Sir, they 
cannot interrogate their flaves about their 
age, and even that knowledge would be 
infufficient. 

The Kadi-Lefker. 

‘They have a better method of quieting 
their confciences. I'll tell you what it is: 
if they are in doubt about the ftrength of 
a young girl, they pretend to be out of hu- 
mour, terrify her, and oblige her to fave 

herfelf 
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herfelf by flight ; and when fhe begins to 
run, they throw one of their caps at her, 
the fhock of which, without hurting her, 
is fufficient to make her fall, if fhe be 
weak; in this cafe they refpec&t her ex- 
treme youth, comfort her for the fall, and 
and wait patiently till the is {trong enough 
to withftand this proof. 
Baron. 

I doubt much, whether that be fuffi- 
cient; but even in that cafe, can you al- 
ways anfwer for the good faith of thofe 
who make ufe of it? ‘* You may always 
rely upon it,” replied the Kadi-Lefker, 
“ that their cuftoms are more faithfully 
obferved by a people whofe manners are 
fimple, than the moft rigorous laws are 
amongft polithed nations.” 

A fort of indifpofition, which I felt at 
that moment, and which I attributed to 
the fuffocating heat in the chamber of 
the Kadi-Lefker, determined me to return 
home ; but the fudden tranfition from fuch 
an atmofphere, to a very piercing cold, 
affefted me fo violently, that I fell down 

Kka fenfelefs 
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fenfelefs on the fhow. I lay there fome 
time before one of the Judge’s attendants 
perceiving me, acquainted his mafter with 
it. The afliftance, however, I received 
from them would have done but little, had 
not Krim-Gueray, informed of my acci- 
dent, fent fome eau de Juce by one of his 
pages, which made me refpire. Notwith- 
ftanding this aid, I was too feeble to walk 
home; four Tartars carried me, and the 
concern with which it effeéted Mefits. Ru- 
fin and Conftillier, by awakening my fen- 

fibility, affifted in recruiting my {pirits, 
We arrived next day at Bender, and the 
Governor came to meet us at fome diftance 
from the town. At the Kam’s approach, 
this Vifir, followed by a great retinue, 
gets from his horfe, with his whole troop, 
advances towards the Prince, falutes him 
profoundiy, and turns round to march on 
foot before; but this mark of refpeé paid, 
*he received permiffion, from Krim-Gueray, 
to mount, and accompany him to the 
Niefter, which feparated us from the for- 
trefs. There we perceived a bridge of 
boats, 


BARON DE TOTT. §0r 


boats, which the Pacha had built with great 
difficulty, being obliged to break the ice 
which covered the river; but all thefe at- 
tempts to pay his court to the Tartar Sove- 
reign were unfuccefsful ; nor could all the 
arguments of the Vifir, prevail on the Prince 
to pafs the bridge. ‘* I crofs rivers,” fays 
he, ‘* in a more ceconomical manner.” 
This was no fooner faid, than putting his 
horfe into a trot, he forces the Pacha, who 
trembled at this pleafantry, to follow his 
example. The cracking of the ice, which 
broke under us, was indeed enough to 
make him regret his pontoons; and the 
Kam’s arguments of their inutility, had 
no weight with him till he was fafely 
Janded on the oppofite fhore. During this 
paflage, the cannon of the place had be- 
gun the falute, and Krim-Gueray entered 
Bender under a general difcharge of artil- 
lery. He was lodged at the Governot’s, 
and he here difmiffed the remainder of his 
troops, whilft his houfhold went on to 
Kaouchan, to prepare for his reception 3 
and where we all arrived, well fatisfied 

Kk 3 with 
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with the profpeét of repofing ourfelves after 
the fatigues of the campaign. 

The news, however, we received from 
Conftantinople, from whence the Ottoman 
army was preparing to begin its march 
towards the Danube, did not promife the 
‘Tartarsany long ina€tion. Inthe midft of the 
pleafures by which Krim-Gueray delighted 
to unbend his mind, his forefight would 
not allow him to overlook the neceffary 
orders for collecting frefh troops, and he 
thought it neceflary to move himfelf to- 
wards Kotchim, that the Grand Vifir might 
be obliged to keep at a diftance; and, in 
fact, the ignorance which uniformly guid- 
ed this Prime Minifter, ftood in need of 
being counteracted by a man fo powerful, 
and fo enlightened as the Kam, who was 
not, as we have already feen, too favour- 
ably difpofed towards Emin Pacha. The 
latter, more circumfpect in his difcontent, 
and forced to hide the means of manifeft- 
ing it, was, on that account only, a more 
dangerous enemy. 

In 
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In the midft of thefe occupations, Krim- 
Gueray had more frequent returns of thofe 
hypochondriac complaints to which he was 
fubje&. Being alone with him during one 
of thefe attacks, which he fupported with 
impatience, I was ftriving to diffuade him 
from the ufe of empyric remedies, when 
one Siropolo, who had already propofed one 
to him, entered his apartment. This man, 
born at Corfu, by religion a Greek, a 
great chymift, phyfician to the Prince of 
Wallachia, and his agent in Tartary, had, 
in right of thefe titles, a free admiffion to 
the Kam ; he did not let flip this opportu- 
nity of offering the fuccour of his art, af- 
furing him, that one draught, by no means 
difagreeable to the palate, would be fuffici- 
ent to effect a radical cure. “ On thofe 
terms I confent,” replied the Prince, and 
the dotor went out to comply with them, 
I thewed my uneafinefs fo plainly, that 
Krim-Gueray, taking notice of it, fays to 
me, fmiling, “¢ What, my friend, you 
are afraid ?”—© Undoubtedly,” replied J, 
tharply ; * reflect on that man’s fituation, 

Kk4 and 
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and your own, and judge whether I am 
wrong.” ¢ What nonfenfe!” faid he; 
«© what good can I derive from fuch an 
examination? A fingle glance is fufficient : 
look at him—look at me, and fee whether 
the Infidel would dare !” In vain, did Imake 
ufe of the ftrongeft reprefentations, until 
the phyfic arrived ; and the quicknefs with 
which it removed the Kam’s indifpofition, 
only added to my fears. His fituation the 
next day increafed my fufpicions: fcarcely 
had he ftrength enough to appear in pub- 
lic; but the art of the phyfician, by pro- 
nouncing it a falutary crifis, made the 
fymptom pafs for the fore-runner of the 
cure. Krim-Gueray, however, went out 
of his harem no more; and juftly alarmed 
for his fituation, and the fafety of his Mi- 
nifters, by making them partake of my 
fears, I prevailed on them to make Siropolo 
appear, to fignify to him, that his life de- 
pended on that of their mafter; but this 
chymift knew the charatter of his judges 
well enough to be convinced, that their 
ambition would foon be Jefs occupied with 

their 
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their dead mafter, than with the perfon 
who was to behis fucceflor. No menaces 
gave him the leaft concern; we were with- 
out hopes, and I had no expectation of 
again feeing the Kam, when he fent tome 
to come and fpeak to him. Introduced 
into his harem, I found there feveral of his 
women, whofe grief, and the general con- 
fternation, had made them negleét to with- 
draw. I entered the apartment where 
Krim-Gueray was lying: He had juft 
finifhed different difpatches with the Di. 
van Effendi}. Shewing me the papers 
which were lying round him, ‘ See 
there,” faid he, “* my laft work; and my 
lat moments I have referved for you!” 
But foon perceiving that my greateft efforts 
could not conceal the poignancy of mv for- 
tow, “ Let us feparate,” added he; * your 
fenfibility would melt me, and I will try 
to go to fleep more gaily !” He then made 
a fign to fix muficians, at the bottom of his 
chamber, to begin their concert, and I 
learnt, an hour after, that this unfortu- 


} Secretary of the Council. 
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nate Prince breathed his laft to the found 
of mafic. It is unneceflary for me to fay, 
what regret was occafioned by the lofs of 
him, nor how much I was myfelf afflicted. 
The affli€tion was general, and terror even 
took fuch poffeffion of men’s minds, that 
they who flept the preceding evening, in 
the moft perfe& fecurity, thought the 
enemy was already at their gates, 

Whilft the Divan, immediately affem- 
bled, was difpatching different meflengers, 
delivering over the authority of the inter- 
segnum toa Sultan, and making prepara- 
tions for the funeral of Krim-Gueray, S#- 
ropolo obtained, without difficulty, a pafs- 
port, and the neceffary order for poft- 
horfes, to return quietly to Wallachia. 
The fymptoms of poifon appeared very 
manifeft, however, on embalming the 
body ; but the prefent intereft of that 
Court, ftifled every idea of vengeance, and 
of the punifhment of the offender. The 
Prince’s body was carried into the Crimea, 
in a coach hung with mourning, drawn by 
fix horfes, caparifoned with black cloth ; 

6 fifty 
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fifty horfemen, a number of Mirzas, and 
a Sultan, who commanded the efcort, were 
alfo in mourning; and it is remarkable, that 
the cuftom is no where in ufe throughout 
the Eaft, but an.ongft the ‘Tartars. 

The great fatigue I had fo long under- 
gone, together with the uncertainty of my 
fituation after this event, made me very 
readily adopt the idea of going to Conftan- 
tinople, to wait ,fuch further orders as 
might be given me : a part of my houfhold 
was ftill at Bactchéferay, the other part I 
had left at Kaouchan, with Mr. Rufin, 
charge P affaires; and 1 fet out with my 
fecretary, a furgeon, a fervant, arid the 
Bachetchoadar of the Kam, who had di- 
re€tions to conduét me, and was provided 
with the neceflary orders. We were in the 
Tartar drefs, and our baggage was in cha- 
rater; we had fcarcely enough to load 
one horfe, which the poftillion led in 
hand, and which we followed, riding poft; 
-but, notwithftanding the quick trot of the 
Tartar poft-horfes, the diftance of the dif- 
ferent relays prevented me from travelling 

more 
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more than fifteen leagues the firft day. It 
was ftill day-light when we arrived in the 
village of Bafs-Arabia, which my conduc- 
tor made choice of for our abode; he made 
me ftop in the middle of a place furround- 
ed by houfes, and I remarked, that each 
inhabitant, ftanding at his door, kept his 
eyes fixed on us, whilft the Tchoadar, 
ftaring about him, examined one after 
another. “* Well,” faid I, to him, ‘« where 
are we to lodge ? Nobody feems to be pay~ 
ing any attention to that.”—“ I beg your 
pardon,” replied he ; ‘* every body is ex- 
pecting, and wifhing to have the prefer- 
ence: by choofing the houfe you like beft, 
you will be fure to make fomebody hap- 
py.” During this converfation, I ob- 
ferved an old man, ftanding alone at his 
door; his venerable air interefted me; I 
decided in his favour, and had no fooner 
made this choice, than all the inhabitants 
returned into their houfes. ‘The earneft- 
nefs of my new landlord teftified his fatis- 
faction: {carcely had he introduced me 


into a low room, neatly fitted up, before 
he 
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hhe produced his wife and his daughter, 
both of them with their faces uncovered §. 
The firft carried a bafon and ewer, the fe- 
cond a towel, which fhe threw over my 
hands, when I had wafhed them. Inftruét- 
ed by my guide, I fubmitted, without dif- 

ficulty, 


§ We have feen that the law of Namekrem, of 
which I have fpoken in the Preliminary Difcourfe, is 
not ferupuloafiy obferved amongft the Tartars, The 
reader muft have remarked alfo, amougft that peo- 
ple, a great number of cuftoms which feem to point 
out the origin of thofe cuftoms which are analogous 
to them amongift ourfelves. Cannot we trace out the 
origin of the nuptial crown, and the fugar-plumbs, 
which are common at the marriages of the European 
nations, from the manner in which the Tartars be- 
ftow the marriage portion on their daughters ? They 
cover them with millet: in the origin of all {ocieties, 
gtain muft have been the received emblem of riches 5 
in this light they placed a flat dith, of about a foot in 
diameter, on the head of the new married women; 
they ftretched a veil over her head, which defcended 
to her fhoulders ; after this they poured millet on the 
trencher, which, fpreading all round her, formed a 
cone, whofe bafe became proportioned to the fize of 
the bride: her dowry was not complete until the py- 
ramid of millet reached up to the trencher, the veil 
ftill allowing her to breathe, This cuftom was not 
favourable to little perfons ; they content themfelves, 

therefore, « 
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ficulty, to every thing which hofpitality 
diated to thefe good people. After order- 
ing the fupper, and leaving the women to 
get it ready, the old man, who until then 
had taken me for a Mirza, undeceived by 
the Tchoadar, came to make an apology 
for his inability to give me proper accom~ 
modations. My anfwer relieved him; and 
being defirous of afking him queftions re- 
fpeGting the objets around me, I made 
him fit down, and {moke, and take coffee 
with me, which was brought me by my 
fervant. This little civility, which he 
certainly would not have experienced from 
a Mirza, difpofed him to enter into con- 
verfation. I defired him to tell me why, 
for the fole purpofe of hofpitality, they 
fubjected themfelves to a cuftom, of which 


therefore, at prefent, with eftimating the number of 
meafures of millet that a girl is worth, But the 
‘Turks and the Armenians, who calculate in gold and 
filver, fill preferving, however, the cuftom of the 
trencher and the veil, throw pieces of money on the 
bride, which they call “* Spreading millet..—Why 
may not the nuptial crown, and the fugar-plumbs, 
have the fame origin ? 

he 
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he experienced the inconvenience, and 
which was capable of ruining the richeft 
individual, if the choice of travellers hap- 
pened to fall frequently upon him. 

The Old Man. 

‘The preference you have given me, has 
only made me feel the pleafure of obtain- 
ing it. We confider hofpitality in the 
light only of our advantage. The perfon 
amongft us who fhould conftantly enjoy 
that preference, would make others jea- 
lous of him; but we admit of no meafures 
to fix the doubtful choice of the traveller. 
Our anxiety to appear at our doors, is only 
to fhow that the houfes are inhabited.— 
This uniformity maintains the balance; 
and my favourable ftars alone have procu- 
red me the happinefs of your company. 

: Baron. 

Pray tell me, do you treat the firft co- 
mer with the fame humanity ? 

Old Man. 

The only difference we make, is by going 
to meet the unfortunate, who are always 
timid, from diftrefs. In this cafe, the 

pleafure 
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pleafure of affifting them is the privilege 
of the perfon who can firft get hold of 
them. 

Baron. 

It is impoffible more rigoroufly to fulfil 
the Law of Mal.umet: but the Turks are 
not always fuch fcrupulous obfervers of 
the Coran. 

Old Man. 

Nor do we think we are obeying that 
holy book by exercifing hofpitality. We 
are men, before we become Muffulmen ; 
humanity has diated our cuftoms ; they 
are far more ancient than the Law. 

Baron. 

Tobferve, however, that you have fome 
modern cuftoms: for example, that bed 
with four pofts, the tefter +, the bedding, 

this 


The form of the Tartar beds I have juft been 
mentioning, as well as that of the Grand Signior’s 
throne, which confifts likewife of a bed with four 
pofts, prefents circumftances of analogy which may 
appear mterefting. When we confider that thefe go- 
vernments muft have been Patriarchal, and that the 
‘Tartars are in poffeffion of the moft ancient annals of 

this 
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this table, thofe chairs, are they Tartar 
furniture ? or are they only to be found at 
your houfe? 
Old Man. 
We know no other. 
Baron. 

I am the more aftonifhed, fince neither 
the Moldavians, nor the Turks, have any 
thing like them. I cannot conceive in 
what way thefe European cuftoms can 
have reached you. How happens it, that 
you have not adopted the Turkith furni- 
ture, as well as your brethren of the 
Crimea? , 

Old Man. 

You fee accordingly fome cufhions, 

which our forefathers knew nothing of.— 


thiskind, as well as of many others, we fhall not beafto+ 
nifhed that the form of the bed from which their old 
men muft naturally have pronounced their judgments, 
fhould have been adopted, by way of model, for the 
Oriental thrones ; and if we add to this remark, the * 
invafion of alt Europe by people of Tartar origin, we 
fhall find the explanation of the term Bed of Juftice 3 
always employed in France, when the Sovereign Ma- 
jefty difplays itielf. 

Vor. I, Ll But 
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But corruption muft neceffarily make lefs 
progrefs amongft us than in Crimea, where 
our Sultans thew the example of the Turk- 
ith effeminacy, in which they are brought 
up in Romelia. 

Baron. 

I feel perfeétly this diftin@tion ; but fill 
it throws no light on the origin of the 
pieces of European furniture I find here. 

Old Man. 

Nothing, however, can be more ftrong- 
ly marked than the origin you are fearch- 
ing after ; thefe family moveables cannot 
be European; we are the elder branch 5 it 
is your furniture that is Tartarian. 

This anfwer further excited my curio- 
fity ; I multiplied my queftions, and had 
the pleafure to hear my Jandlord confirm 
every conjecture I had myfelf already made 
on the fubject. He informed me, like- 
wife, that the Tartars on the Cafpian Sea, 
and thofe beyond it, preferved the fame 
cuftoms. 

The defire of fleeping on the borders of 
the Danube, obliged us to {et out very 

early. 
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early. At my departure, my hoft proved him- 
felf true to the principles he had profefled ; 
it was impoffible for me to prevail on him 
to receive the prefent I intended to make 
him, for his kind reception. 

We arrived at Ifmahel *, from whence 
T could not caft my eyes on the oppofite 
fide of the Danube, without thinking of 
the furly infolence of the Turks, amongft 
whom I was to be next day. The neigh- 
bourhood already partook of the infolence 
of their manners; and this depofitory of 
the commerce between the Turks and the 
Tartars, no longer exhibited that good- 
fellowthip, and that frank fimplicity, which 
charaéterize the latter. Far from there 
finding obliging hofts, ready to affift you, 
one is delivered into the hands of induftri- 
ous, and greedy Jews, who are to be found 
in every {pot of the earth where there is a 
profpeét of gain, and they are fuffered to 
live, 


* A town of Bafs-Arabia, on the left bank, near 
the mouth of the Danube. 


Liz Befides 
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Befides the favourable fituation of Ifma- 
hel, as a depofitory for the tranfportation 
of corn by the Danube, that town enjoys 
a peculiar advantage, arifing from its in- 
duftry in the fabrication of the fkins of 
fhagrecns, which we call Turkey thagreen. 
Around this town are to be feen large 
{paces {et apart for the preparation of thefe 
fkins. Firft, they are worked like parch- 
ment; after which, they are fufpended in, 
the air by four fticks, which ftretch them 
horizontally, and prepare them to receive 
the impreffion of a fmall feed, of a very 
aftringent quality, with which they are 
covered; and after a certain time, the 
fhagreens are found in a perfect ftate of 
preparation. 

We had two branches of the river to 
pafs before we could reach the other fide, 
and it was fcarcely day-break, when the 
ferry-boat landed us on the ifland, through 
the middle of which we croffed diagonally 
for four leagues, to arrive at the fecond 
branch, over againft Tultcha, a Turkith 
fortrefs, Gituated a little below. the junction. 

After 
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After providing ourfelves with horfes at 
this place, we continued our journey 
through a foreft, in which the poftillion 
warned us to be upon our guard, But it 
ftruck me, that five Tartars could never 
be an object to excite the avidity of the 
Governor’s fon, and a few gentlemen of 
his age, who, according to our guide’s ac- 
count, amufed themfelves with ftripping 
the paffengers. We thought ourfelves out 
of danger of thefe tricks, when, on com. 
ing out of the wood, we met a horfeman» 
well dreffed, well mounted, and followed 
by a ruffian, both of them covered with 
arms, in amanner truly ridiculous. Two 
carbines, three pair of piftols, two fabres, 
and three or four great knives, made thefe 
fellows imagine they had formidable ap- 
pearance ; added to this ftrange warlike 
apparatus, they affumed a tone of info- 
lence, defigned, doubtlefs, to frighten 
timid people, and to enable them to judge 
whether it would be prudent for them to 
begin the attack. We faluted them civilly, 
when they were within hail, and their 

113 firft 
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firft a& of hoftility was by not anfwering, 
concluding, from our tamenefs in receiving 
this fort of infult, that a few bravadoes 
would render us tradtable, the rafca) who 
appeared to be the chief, takes a piftol out 
of his armory, puthes on his horfe, aud 
kept wheeling round us; but tired, at 
length, of feeing that the fellow wanted 
to frighten us, and reflecting likewife, that 
the opinion of cur timidity might lead him 
to take fome fteps which would oblige us 
to kill him, I thought it better to get rid of 
him by corre@ting his ideas. I quitted, in 
confequence, our little troop, and; piftol in 
hand, I enter the lifts with this prancing 
gentleman. Struck with this manceuvre, 
he flackens his evolutions :—** Your horfe 
appears to me to be well broke,” fays Ito 
him, laughing, “ but if he is of a good 
Lind, he will ftand fire ;—let us try:”— 
On which, I fired clofe to his ears; the 
animal begins to rear, the cavalier throws 
away his arms, to hold by the mane, his 
cap falls off, and I jeft him in this {mall 
confufion, which operated as a fufficient 

correction 
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correction to them, and we quietly pur- 
fued our journey. 

After paffing the plains of Dobrodgan +, 
I obferved that the ground, which rifes 
gradually towards the foot of the moun 
tains which feparatcd us from Thrace, pre- 
fented, every where, great beds of marble, 
which feemed to ferve asa bafis to the 
Balkan {. We penetrated into thefe moun- 
tains by a defile, where the Kamtchikfouy, 
(the River of the Whip) has its rife. This 
torrent, conftantly fed by the fprings of 
freth water, falling in its courfe from one 
rock to another, has fo many windings, 
that it muft be crofled feventeen times be- 
fore one arrives at the bottom of the defile, 
where we began to afcend the mountains 
by very difficult roads. We ftopped to 
pafs the night in a village fituated about 

+ A province of Turkey in Europe, between the 
Danube and the Thracian mountains, celebrated for 
a fmall breed of horfes, much efteemed by the Turks, 
from their being all pacers. 

} The name given by the Turks to the mountains 
of Thrace; and, in general, to the higheft chains of 
mountains. 


Lig the 
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the middle region, and had begun to take 
fome repofe, when it was interrupted by 
the noife of a numerous cavalcade. This 
was the new Calga Sultan, brother to 
Dewlet-Gueray, juft named by the Porte 
to fuccced Krim-Gueray on the throne of 
the Tartars. That Prince, who thought 
1 was {till at Kaouchan, no fooner heard 
that I was in the fame village, than he 
fent for me, to wait upon him. He told 
me that the Ottoman army was in march; 
and after exprefling fome regret at the dif- 
ference of our routes, concluded by pre- 
vailing on me to goa little out of my way, 
to Serai§, to fee his brother, the new 
Kam. ‘ He is preparing to fet out,” add- 
edhe, “and I hope, that by determining 
you to return with us, he will make you 
forget a lofs which you have thought irre- 
parable.” In faét, I did not believe that 
the lofs of Krim-Gueray was eafily to be 
repaired. But I refolved, without diffi- 
culty, to vifit the dependencies of the T'ar- 


§ A town in Romelia, dependent on the Tartar 
Sultans. 


tar 
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tar Sultans, that by feeing the manner of 
living in Romelia, I might complete my 
inquiry into every thing which concerns 
that nation. 

We had ftill to crofs the higheft chain 
of the mountains of the Balkan, The fight 
of their different ftrata, and the variety of 
the rocks, which it feems toa have coft 
Nature an effort to rend afunder, to difco- 
ver the marks of the treafures they con- 
tain, prefent, at every ftep, thofe great 
characters, which enlarging our ideas of 
the origin of Nature, call upon us to con- 
template her works with additional intereft 
and ardour. I faw in that part of the 
mountains, the ruins of ancient caftles.— 
I there obferved, too, numerous excava- 
tions, fimilar to thofe I have remarked in 
the Crimea, and which, no doubt, are in the 
Balkan, likewife, fo many monuments of 
tyranny. 

Having reached the upper regions of 
thefe mountains, we found there abun- 
dance of violets, whofe ftems aud leaves, 


hid under the fnow, formed a carpetting, 
as 
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as ftriking, as it was agreeable. Continu- 
ing our route, we fell in with that newly 
traced out by the Ottoman army. Its di. 
rection was towards Yffakché. This route, 
marked out only by fome felled trees, 
whofe trunks were left ftanding two feet 
from the ground, to fave trouble to the 
workmen, promifed fome difficulty for the 
paffage of the artillery. Two little mounds 
of earth, raifed to the right and left of the 
road, repeated at ftated diftances, and al- 
ways in fight of one another, were the 
only marks in thefe plains to indicate the 
route. I left this road at Kirk-Kiliffié, 
(the Forty Churches). Whilft they were 
providing horfes for me, there being none 
Jeft at the poft-houfe, the Turk who oc- 
cupied the place of poft-mafter, endea- 
voured to confole me for the delay.— 
He politely invited me to go up ftairs with 
him, and after ordering a dith of heavy 
coffee ||, he gave me, in the interim, a 


{| An expreffion of the Turks, to fhow that they 
do not {pare cofier. Tt is a very falfe prejudice to 
imagine that the Turks are fond of weak coffee ; and 


pipe; 
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pipe ; and, to complete the regale, he gal- 
lantly placed on the table a {mall piece of 
wood of aloes. This done, my hott, bla- 
ming the government for the inconveni- 
encies I {uffered, began to talk politics ; 
but tired with his prattling, Linvited him 
to fmoke with me, in hopes that this em- 
ployment would flacken his difcourfe ; on 
this, he looks at his watch, reckons on 
his fingers, and faysto me, “ I will be 
with you immediately.” 

A head, bending over his long neck, 
the whole appearance of his perfon, which 
was rather eccentric, had already made me 
fafpect that he was a lover of opium; and, 
in fa&t, he pulled out of his pocket a little 
box, with a great air of myftery; he then 
claps his hands, to call one of his people, 
thows him his box, and this fignal imme- 
diately produced both our coffee, and his 
mafter’s pipe, which was preceded by a 
large glafs of cold water. The amateur 


if they have given it weak to fome Europeans, it only 
proves, that they were not inclined to treat them 
well, 

{miled 
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fmiled at this fight, opens his box, takes 
three pills, of the fize of three large olives, 
rolls them, one after another, in his hand, 
offers me as many, and on my refufal, 
fwallows, with wonderful gravity, his 
dofe of happinefs, which would certainly 
have been fufficient to kill twenty perfons 
amongft us. The time I was obliged to wait 
for the horfes, gave me the opportunity 
of examining the play of mufcles, and the 
fallies of imagination, which were the pre- 
Inde to that ftate cf drunkenefs in which I 
left this happy Theriaki +. 

We had now reached Romelia, and had 
no fooner entered the patrimony of the 
Jengis-Kan Princes, than I was ftruck 
with an appearance as rich, as it was dif- 
ferent from the reft of the Ottoman em- 
pire. Variegated produ@tions in great 
plenty, and well taken care of, country 
houfes, gardens beautifully fituated, a 
number of villages, in each of which were 
to be diftinguithed the manfion of the Lord, 
and his plantations, rifing up to the very 

+p Opium eater, 
fummit 
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fummit of the hills, diverfified the face of 
the earth, and formed a general landfcape, 
in the European ftyle, the particular beau- 
ties of which redoubled my aftonifhment. 

The town of Serai now prefented itfelf 
to our view, as well as the palace of the 
Kam, where we arrived by a long avenue 
in front of the buildings, and which con- 
duéted us to the efplanade that feparates 
the town from the caftle. Several ftreets, 
terminating like the radii of a circle, were 
prolonged into the plain by plantations, 
and formed a ftar, of which the firft court 
of the palace occupied the centre. We 
paffed this court, to arrive at the fecond, 
where we alighted. I was firft introduced 
into the Seli¢tar’s apartments, in one of 
the wings. That officer, leaving me to a 
few moments repofe, to take fome coffee, 
which is the invariable cuftom, went to ac- 
quaint his mafter with my arrival, and pre. 
fently returned, to conduét me to his audi~ 
ence. Wepaffed through a large court-yard, 
before we arrived * 
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Dewlet-Gueray. Surrounded by a great 
number of courtiers, he appeartd to be 
more taken up with the growth of his 
beard, which he was obliged to let grow 
from the moment of his elevation to the 
throne, than with the arduous fituation 
he was about to fill. I have had an oppor- 
tunity of knowing, from a long converfa- 
tion with this Prince, that ftill too young, 
and perhaps of too feeble a charaéter to 
tread in the footfteps of his uncle, Krim- 
Gueray, he has no other ambition than to 
devote himfelf entirely to the views of the 
Grand Vific. 

It was too late for me, when I quitted 
the new Kam, to think of proceeding on 
my journey; I accepted the offer which 
was made me, therefore, to pafs the night 
in the Palace, the more readily, becaufe 
the Seli€tar who had charge of me, ap- 
peared to be of an amiable difpofition, and 
fufficiently informed to refolve the quef- 
tions I withed to afk him on every thing 
that had excited my attention. He in- 

formed 
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formed me, that this province, given as a 
patrimony to the family of Jengis-Kan, 
and divided into feparate territories, fecur- 
ed to each member of that family heredi- 
tary poffeffions, independent of the Porte, 
and in which the right of afylum is invio- 
lable. What was originally an acceffary 
to this grant, has eventually become the 
principal objeét. There is not a rafcal in 
the Ottoman empire, who does not here 
find impunity, provided he has where- 
withal to pay the Sultan who protects 
him. To thefe windfalls, which ate fre- 
quent, and the profits of which are col- 
leéted in ready money, may be added, the 
tenths, the poll-tax, and the other doma- 
nial rights. The fortune of thefe Princes 
is further augmented by the produce of the 
employments fucceffively poffefled by them 
in Crimea; but this emolument, limited 
by the Porte to the fole defcendents of Se- 
lim-Gueray, gives them a pre-eminence, 
from their opulence, over the Sultans of 
the other branches of that family, who, 

reduced 
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reduced to live on their patrimony, have 
vegetated, until this day, in the greateft 
mediocrity *. 

I left 


* Selim-Gueray, who reigned at the end of the 
Taft, and at the beginning of the mefent century, af- 
ter faving, by his valour, the “urkish army, on the 
point of finking under the combined force of the 
Germans, the Poles, and the Mufcovites, refufed the 
Ottoman throne, on which the foldiery wthhed to 
elevate him; and the Grand Signior, to recompenfe 
the bravery and difintereftednefs of the deliverer, fet- 
tled the throne of the Tartars on his defcendants, to 
the prejudices of the other Princes of the Jengis-Kan 
family. Selun-Gueray obtained, alfo, the privilege 
of making the pilgrimage of Viecca, which no Prince 
of that Houfe had hitherto obtained. The Porte, in 
fact, might have reafon to fear, that, at fuch a dif- 
tance, they would excite the people to revolt in their 
favour; but Selim-Gueray’s condué could infpize no 
diffidence. He made this pious journey, and his de- 
{cendents have fubflituted the furname of Hadgi, 
(Pilgrim) for that of Tchoban, (Shepherd) common 
to all the family; and which is ftill preferved by the 
other branches. 

We thall be curious, alfo, to inveftigate the erigin 
of the furname of Gueray—always borne by the 
reigning Prince in Tartary. The tradition is, that 
sone of the great vaflals, whofe name, and the era of 
his crime, are neither of them preferved, after form- 
ing the project of ufurping the throne of his mafters, 

‘ and 
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- Tleft Serai; and the circuit 1 had been 
forced to make to get there, having given 
time for the Turkith army to pafs Pazand- 
gik, I met with nobody but ftragglers, 
when I got once more on the direct road 
to Conftantinople; but the dead bodies 


with which it was ftrewed, the plundered 
ftate 


and taking the neceffary meafures, gave orders for the 
maffacre of all the Jengis-Kan Princes; but that a 
faithful fubjet, availing himfelf of the tumult, had 
the addrefs to withdraw, without the knowledge of 
the affaffins, one of thofe Princes, then ia his cradle, 
and that he entrufted this treafure, and the fecret, to 
a Shepherd of the name of Gueray, whofe probity was 
univerfally acknowledged. The young Jengis, brought 
up under. the name of Gueray, faw, without knowing 
it, his inheritance a prey to tyranny, whilft his fup- 
pofed father, occupied only with a country life, was 
waiting the moment when the public hatred fhould 
be fo matured, ag to revolt the Tartars againft the 
the ufurper. The Prince had attained the age of 
twenty when thar event took place. The old Shep- 
herd, always refpefted, {aw the confpiracy ripen, 
animated the confpirators, prefented his Sovereign to 
the people ; and, after the death of the tyrant, re-efta- 
blithed him on the throne of his anceftors. 

Hitherto the new Kam had no other claim to go- 
yern them, in the eyes of. the people, than the tefti- 
mony of a refpectable old man indeed, but who might 
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ftate of the villages, and the general defo- 
lation of the whole country, loudly pro- 
claimed the horrible diforders which ac- 
companied its progrefs. Bodies of cavalry, 
and infantry were joining the army in each 
other's footfteps, without officers, or the 
{malleft appearance of difcipline. The lit- 
tle bands we met with, appeared only to 


fill be fufpeéted of aéting from motives of ambition. 
His difintereftednefs foon diffipated every injurious 
Sufpicion. Called to the foot of the throne, to re- 
ceive the reward of the moft fignal fervice, he refufes 
all the honours which are offered him, and wifhes for 
no other favour, than to immortalize his zeal, by 
rendering his name immortal, From that moment 
he retarned to keep his flocks: the Kam governed 
under the name of Tchoban Gueray, (Shepherd Gue- 
ray); and the farname of Gueray is preferved, to this 
day, through all the fucceffion of Tartar Sovereigns, 
as well as that of Shepherd, (Tchoban), The Turkifh 
hiftorians differ on this point, and their compilations 
woul! throw a doubt on the Tartar tradition, did not 
the palpable falfehoods in the Ottoman hiftories, re- 
fpecting the moft recent facts, oblige us to reje& the 
cpinion of the Turkifh annalifts : They pretend that 
the name of Gueray was borne by one of the younger 
branches of Jengis-Kan; but the origin of the pro- 
fer nameis not fo much the queftion, as that of the 
epithet Shepherd. Now, we cannot trace the origin 
of shat name, but from the above tradition, 

be 
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be got together to fquabble amongift them- 
felves ; to fire away, right or wrong ; to 
amufe themftlves with the various acci- 
dents arifing from their wantonnefs ; to 
murder fome unhappy Chriftians; to ima- 
gine their enemies already exterminated ; 
and in their road, if I may be allowed the 
expreffion, to gather the gleanings after the 
crop ; but this was fo completely done al- 
ready by the main body of the army, that 
the remains of this horrible harveft were 
to be traced up to the walls even of Con- 
ftantinople; every thing was deftroyed by 
fire; we changed our horfes on the fmoak- 
ing afhes of the very poft-houfés; nor 
could we difcover a fingle habitable {pot on 
this whole route, until we reached the Se- 
ven Towers, where I alighted, to go by fea 
to the fuburb of Pera. 

Whilft they were looking out for a boat 
for me, and were embarking our little bag- 
gage, a Turk, the news-monger of the 
quarter, obferves me, and afks my con- 
duéor, who Iam? “ It is a Mirza,” re- 
plied he. The inquifitive fellow comes up 
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to me, and invites me to take fome refrefh+ 
ment: I accept the invitation, and we en- 
ter into a neighbouring coffee-houfe, of 
which he was the orator. On a fign from 
him, the place of honour is refigned to 
me; the company rife; I ftride gravely 
over twenty funnels of long pipes; I feat 
myfelf ;, and inceffantly regaled, and quef- 
tioned until my departure, I pay my fhare, 
muttering a few monofyllables, from which 
the politicians made very ingenious deduc- 
tions, and which gave great fatisfaction to 
the whole company ; nor was I lefs fatis- 
fied to leave them, to get to Pera, where 
I loft no time in laying afide my Tartar 
accoutrements, 
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